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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
Due to difficulties accessing Dursey Island this year and because the cable car is closed for a major maintenance 
programme from 1st April to the 30th November 2022, it was not possible to prepare a report based on a normal 
on-site inspection by the adjudicator. In these exceptional circumstances, an assessment has been carried out 
based solely on the submitted 2022 Tidy Towns Application Form.
Dursey Island Oileán Baoi, has entered the competition for the last 12 years and has a committee of 10 members 
with support of a number of outside agencies.
•    The committee of the Dursey Island Development Association meets every 6 weeks with general 
involvement of the community in clean ups and other projects to improve the appearance and amenities of the 
island.
•    Support is received from a wide range of national and local agencies/businesses including Cork County 
Council, Government Departments, a local supermarket on the mainland, Beara Historical Society, Fáilte Ireland, 
Cork County Development Board, and Hartnett Bus Tours.

The map provided with your Entry Form showing the main features of the island was of good quality. For future 
years it would be better however, to mark the location of the projects on the map and provide a legend indicating a 
precise description of the various projects or works completed over the last year. This makes it easier for the 
adjudicator to navigate around the island and aids the assessment process. 
The application form used seems to be an older version and it would be good to update this to the current version. 
This can be downloaded from the Tidy Towns website. Not all categories of the form are included and the sequence 
of categories does not follow the normal sequence.
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•    The adjudicator notes that you are liaising with Cork County Council and Fáilte Ireland regarding the 
replacement of the existing single cable car with a two-way cable car and funding for a new Visitor Centre. We wish 
you well with your endeavours in relation to these important projects, which will have a lasting impact on the future 
development of the Dursey Island community.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

280

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

42

39

27

37

13

49

31

36

274

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 280

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

28/07/2022

 



•    Dursey is set in an intrinsically very picturesque coastal landscape with many scenic views, heritage 
features and important wildlife habitats present. Grazing animals ensure that the grassed areas are generally 
maintained as a tight sward but there are still many possibilities for biodiversity to flourish and species rich 
grassland areas, which are of significant wildlife value, are a common feature on the island.

•    The landscape of Dursey is by its very nature very pollinator friendly. It is however, always good to know 
about the wildlife habitats you have on the island and signage can be erected to inform the general public about 
these habitats and details of the island’s flora and fauna.
•    It is good to demonstrate that your activities are supporting wildlife habitats on the island and in this regard, 
you have noted the importance of the resident Chough population to visiting birdwatchers and are involved in an 
official count with Whale Watch Ireland.
•    A new App. developed by the National Biodiversity Data Centre is focussed on gathering survey data to 
assess the impact of all the good work groups such as Dursey Island Development Association are doing in the 
interest of local biodiversity. The idea is to carry out Flower-Insect Timed Counts (FIT Counts) throughout the year 
and across future years, and this will help to track the impact of your actions on insect numbers and biodiversity as 
well as providing important data for the National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie). Please follow this 
link for further information Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre 
(biodiversityireland.ie)

•    We note that regular clean ups are carried out by your committee on Dursey Island especially during the 
busy tourist season, with the assistance of an employee of Cork County Council. Arrangements are also in place to 
deal with bulky waste items such as abandoned cars etc. and these are re-moved from the island by ferry four times 
a year. Abandoned vehicles can become a visual blight on offshore islands and it is good to see that you are 
tackling this problem effectively.

•    You state that there is no waste collection service on the island but the facility at Castletownbere is used by 
residents for waste disposal and recycling. It is good to note that the larger items of waste are removed from the 
island by ferry on an annual basis. 
•    When considering new projects under this category for Dursey Island, it is worthwhile first of all considering 
how the proposed project will align with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The information provided in the 
Tidy Towns newsletters is very informative in this regard.
•    You might in the future consider installing a community composter on the island. These are useful and 
provide a quantity of mulch to use on any planted areas, which will ensure rapid establishment of the plantings.
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI. Other islands have recently taken this initiative and Dursey could also 
consider joining this movement e.g organizing the running electric cars or buses on the island. The following are 
useful links in this regard. https://www.seai.
ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/https://www.codema.ie/sec

•    Under this category you have arranged for an old well pump to be painted. In addition, it is good to read 
that with the agreement of the Dursey Island Development Association Committee, the island residents make great 
efforts to ensure their properties are maintained to a high standard and in keeping with the quality of the surrounding 
natural landscape.

•    Unfortunately, the roads on the island have suffered greatly due to excessive rainfall and storms over the 
winter months and you are in consultation with the County Council regarding essential road repairs and re-surfacing 
works. As part of the local walks scheme, the Beara Way trails are being maintained by local farmers.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to note the developments taking place on Dursey Island this year and we look forward to an 
on-site visit and using your new cable car and experiencing the Visitor Centre. Your committee continues to work to 
improve the overall appearance, presentation and accessibility of the Island – keep up the good work.


