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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
 Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
•    Durrus Dúras/Dubh Ros, a medium sized village – has entered the competition for the last 10 years and 
your application form does not confirm the numbers of committee members or volunteers available to assist with 
your work.
•    The committee meets weekly between April and September and monthly between October and March. 
There is a weekly drop in coffee morning to welcome new residents and committee members. You network and 
liaise with Durrus and District Community Council, Durrus Project Group and Mhuintir Bháire Mens Group in an 
effort to progress your priority projects.
•    Support is received from a total of 11 different national/local agencies, businesses and schools.
•    You informally promote your work with community and social groups in the village and wider peninsula. 
Your Facebook page is kept up to date and you contribute to the Durrus Notes section of the Southern Star 
newspaper and Grapevine publication.
•    There is strong engagement with local schools St. James and Carrigboy National Schools in relation to 
highlighting the importance of local wildlife, especially birds and the monitoring of nest boxes. You engage with 
young people through the local Muintir Bháire Foróige Club who assist with beach clean ups.
•    The voluntary work undertaken by Durrus Tidy Towns has progressively improved the community’s sense 
of pride in the village which is encouraging local groups in the village to collaborate further together for the benefit of 
the local community.

The hand drawn map provided with your Entry Form did not show the exact location of the projects carried out and 
the adjudicator found it difficult to find these on site. In addition, it is good to include a legend on the map or on a 
separate sheet showing the location and precise description of the various projects carried out. This allows the 
adjudicator to easily find the various projects on site and facilitates the overall assessment process.
The quality of the application form submitted is very good and the photos highlighting the projects and community 
activities undertaken during the year were very informative. The 3-5 Year Plan for the village although quite short is 
a good blue-print and guide for your future activities. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit 
and the content of the application form which is suitably concise at 23 pages long - well done. The text with 
numbered projects inserted on the form is also quite easy to read.
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•    The main projects carried out under this category include the fabrication of an archway for the entrance to 
Perjure’s Lane and the identification of local historical sites by the erection of bi-lingual signage. 
•    The adjudicator called to Durrus village on a very sunny afternoon in June. The entrance into the village is 
very well presented with very good road surfaces and markings. It is understood that extensive works have been 
carried out on the approaches to Durrus and within the village centre over the last two years. The streetscape in the 
village overall is very attractive and the commercial and residential properties are clearly very well cared for by their 
owners. Overhead power lines and poles continue to be an issue in the centre of the village and maybe these will be 
undergrounded in the future. Perhaps ducting has been installed as part of the recent works to facilitate possible 
undergrounding work in the future.
•    The two licenced premises which one cannot but notice when first entering the village from the Bantry 
direction, O'Súilleabháins Bar/Beer Garden and the Long Boat Bar are beautifully presented. It was great to see 
people out drinking coffee and enjoying the sunshine here. 
•    The regulation of car-parking in the village including the creation of separate car parking bays using 
coloured macadam, was well thought out and excellently done. The quality of new kerbs and paving in granite was 
very much admired as was stainless steel bicycle frame art piece inserted in the paving - or perhaps was this a 
bicycle stand? The post office window sticker display did not enhance the streetscape here and perhaps a more 
traditional type display could be considered here. The millwheel feature and visitor information signage located in 
the centre of the village were greatly admired.
•    The Ross Licensed Premises is a very prominent building making a grand statement in Durrus village and 
has considerable charm and character and was particularly admired by the adjudicator. The building is beautifully 
painted and has a colourful and well cared for façade which is complemented by the quality of paving, bollards and 
colourful seating, installed in the surrounding area. A very attractive Rose bed which was in full flower, is located on 
the green area in front of the Ross premises and this really enhances the overall presentation of this area. 
•    The bridge area in the vicinity of the Carrigboy River was visited and the floral displays installed on the 
bridge parapets here and on the many boundary walls in the area were admired. One wonders whether in the future 
it would be possible to extend a walking or cycle trail along the banks of the river back towards the village direction, 
to enhance the wildlife/amenity/recreational potential of this area.
•    The adjudicator called to the site adjoining the Durrus and Dstrict Community Council offices and noted the 
works currently underway on the sensory and community garden. We wish you well with the completion of this 
project later in the year. It is interesting that the centre piece of the garden will be musical silver tree, which is the 
only one of its kind in Ireland.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
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Mark

Awarded 2022
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•    The main projects carried out under this category include the fabrication of an archway for the entrance to 
Perjure’s Lane and the identification of local historical sites by the erection of bi-lingual signage. 
•    The adjudicator called to Durrus village on a very sunny afternoon in June. The entrance into the village is 
very well presented with very good road surfaces and markings. It is understood that extensive works have been 
carried out on the approaches to Durrus and within the village centre over the last two years. The streetscape in the 
village overall is very attractive and the commercial and residential properties are clearly very well cared for by their 
owners. Overhead power lines and poles continue to be an issue in the centre of the village and maybe these will be 
undergrounded in the future. Perhaps ducting has been installed as part of the recent works to facilitate possible 
undergrounding work in the future.
•    The two licenced premises which one cannot but notice when first entering the village from the Bantry 
direction, O'Súilleabháins Bar/Beer Garden and the Long Boat Bar are beautifully presented. It was great to see 
people out drinking coffee and enjoying the sunshine here. 
•    The regulation of car-parking in the village including the creation of separate car parking bays using 
coloured macadam, was well thought out and excellently done. The quality of new kerbs and paving in granite was 
very much admired as was stainless steel bicycle frame art piece inserted in the paving - or perhaps was this a 
bicycle stand? The post office window sticker display did not enhance the streetscape here and perhaps a more 
traditional type display could be considered here. The millwheel feature and visitor information signage located in 
the centre of the village were greatly admired.
•    The Ross Licensed Premises is a very prominent building making a grand statement in Durrus village and 
has considerable charm and character and was particularly admired by the adjudicator. The building is beautifully 
painted and has a colourful and well cared for façade which is complemented by the quality of paving, bollards and 
colourful seating, installed in the surrounding area. A very attractive Rose bed which was in full flower, is located on 
the green area in front of the Ross premises and this really enhances the overall presentation of this area. 
•    The bridge area in the vicinity of the Carrigboy River was visited and the floral displays installed on the 
bridge parapets here and on the many boundary walls in the area were admired. One wonders whether in the future 
it would be possible to extend a walking or cycle trail along the banks of the river back towards the village direction, 
to enhance the wildlife/amenity/recreational potential of this area.
•    The adjudicator called to the site adjoining the Durrus and Dstrict Community Council offices and noted the 
works currently underway on the sensory and community garden. We wish you well with the completion of this 
project later in the year. It is interesting that the centre piece of the garden will be musical silver tree, which is the 
only one of its kind in Ireland.

•    It is noted that you have undertaken a wide range of projects under this category this year including the 
planting of winter floral displays, replacement of annual bedding schemes in the village with roses, installation of 
hydrangeas in planters, a community BBQ, sensory garden, and creation of Celtic tree calendar plaques by local 
schoolchildren. 
•    The flower boxes attached to the many boundary walls in the village gave a good splash of colour and 
were admired.
•    Reducing reliance on annual bedding schemes for your floral displays should be considered for the future. 
Colourful perennial and pollinator friendly plants e.g., Alstroemeria spp. can be used to very good effect as an 
alternative to the flamboyant but labour-intensive annuals.

•    You continue to protect an old stone wall habitat at the school which is an important feature in the village 
and has a growth of native pollinator-friendly plants important for local biodiversity. Your Green Group also meet 
regularly to promote local produce and environmental awareness.
•    The adjudicator particularly admired the bank of wildflowers and the stonewall opposite the premises 
known as Wiseman’s.
•    The Sruth Mhuilleann estate was visited and the adjudicator noted the neat and tidy appearance of the 
houses in this estate. There is a linear open space at the back of the estate which extends along the Carrigboy 
River and one wonders whether it would be possible to extend a pedestrian/cycle link along the River to provide a 
nature trail linked to the bridge area - perhaps this could be considered as project for the future. 

•    In relation to protecting pollinators, your committee may be aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 
(AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland 
are now threatened with extinction. As well as this Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to Tidy 
Towns committees to increase the numbers of pollinators in your local area, including guides which are specific to 
local communities, farmers, councils, transport corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are 
also available showing how to establish pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of 
‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage etc.
•    This year the AIPP is focussed on gathering survey data to assess the impact of all the good work groups 
such as the Tidy Towns are carrying out across the country e.g. The National Biodiversity Data Centre has 
developed a new app to make this survey work easy for groups through the use of ‘Fit Counts’. FIT stands for 
‘Flower-Insect Timed Count’. 
•    FIT Counts are simple and are a very useful tool for TT groups to measure change in their local 
biodiversity, especially when they have taken action already for pollinators. By carrying out FIT Counts throughout 
the year and across future years, it will help track the impact of your actions on insect numbers and diversity as well 
as providing important data for the National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie). It would be good to get 
local schools involved in these counts. Please follow this link for further information Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT 
Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

•    The sowing of wildflower seed has become very popular with Tidy Towns committees in recent years. 
However, this may not be the best course of action as some of the ‘wildflower’ seed is imported and may contain 
invasive species. The preferred approach is the ‘Don’t Sow let it Grow’ principle. In other words, where there is a 
bare patch of ground or grassed areas let the seed/plants occurring naturally in the soil/sward develop and mature 
as this will have the best ecologically sound result. The removal of clippings at the end of the season with 
appropriate machinery will impoverish the soil encouraging greater species diversity. More information on this can 
be found in a recent position paper produced by the Dublin Naturalists Field Club. The full position paper of the 
Dublin Naturalists Field Club is available to download in pdf form at this web address: 
https://dnfc.net/2021/07/14/wildflower-mixes/

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

•    The sowing of wildflower seed has become very popular with Tidy Towns committees in recent years. 
However, this may not be the best course of action as some of the ‘wildflower’ seed is imported and may contain 
invasive species. The preferred approach is the ‘Don’t Sow let it Grow’ principle. In other words, where there is a 
bare patch of ground or grassed areas let the seed/plants occurring naturally in the soil/sward develop and mature 
as this will have the best ecologically sound result. The removal of clippings at the end of the season with 
appropriate machinery will impoverish the soil encouraging greater species diversity. More information on this can 
be found in a recent position paper produced by the Dublin Naturalists Field Club. The full position paper of the 
Dublin Naturalists Field Club is available to download in pdf form at this web address: 
https://dnfc.net/2021/07/14/wildflower-mixes/

•    You have a great team of volunteers who carry out a weekly sweep of the village removing litter and 
brushing up and collecting debris from roadsides, bridges, beaches etc. Well done to all concerned with this 
important work. 
•    During the walkabout of the village, it was noted that there was a complete absence of litter and there were 
no major tidiness issues to report. Well done.

•    Your main activities this year under this heading this year includes the growing of plant material used in the 
village enhancement schemes in your own polytunnel, rainwater harvesting, gardening for the community, 
composting, recycling/upcycling, e.g. the use of track tyres to create raised beds, a boat planter and pallet work 
benches. 
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Durrus Tidy Towns Committee for the future under this category, 
which is in keeping with the UN Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of small electric 
microgeneration schemes for Wind, Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local Authority and these may also 
attract suitable SEAI or Leader funding. 
•    You might look at the overall availability of public e-car charge points and bicycle parking facilities in the 
village, and where there are deficiencies, suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short 
term. 
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI, which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/
https://www.codema.ie/sec
•    The ongoing management of rainwater and floodwater in urban areas in the context of climate change is 
an important topic under this category. This is a particularly critical issue in riverside and coastal areas which have 
suffered flooding in recent years. The committee might be interested in learning about the nature-based solutions to 
the management of rainwater/floodwater and surface water run-off, water sensitive village design, best practice etc. 
A recent publication by the Dept. of Housing Local Government and Heritage is available and provides important 
guidance in this regard.

•    Thank you for the photos showing examples of the work undertaken and clean presentation of Carrigboy 
housing estate, Ó’Suilleabháin’s Bar, Rosses Bar etc. It is good to note that your ongoing work is inspiring an 
enhanced public awareness and residential pride in the village and local residents are giving greater attention to 
painting of their properties and landscaping.

•    You have a well-oiled machine when it comes to the maintenance of approach roads, bridges, floral 
displays, rose beds etc. and it is good to note that certain road approaches including Dunbeacon and Ballycomane 
have been adopted by your volunteer teams and are cleaned on a regular basis. Well done to all concerned with 
this important work. 
•    The various floral displays erected on roadside boundary walls around the village and under the entrance 
name signs, require significant maintenance inputs but these do enhance the overall presentation of approach 
roads.
•    The new bilingual name signage erected at the entrances to the village provide a very clear indication to 
drivers that they are entering Durrus village and these were greatly admired.
•    The interlocking rams artistic feature situated on the approach from Bantry is a very important attraction 
here, which no doubt is spectacular when lit up at night time and you are to be congratulated for the outstanding 
quality of this artwork and the worthy sentiments behind this piece.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The recent village renewal scheme and road improvements have significantly enhanced the presentation of Durrus 
Village and there is great potential to move the village to the upper echelons of the competition. You are wished well 
with all your future plans and endeavours in this regard.




