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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
Dunmanway Dunmaonmhuí, a small town with a population of approx. 1700 people – has entered the competition 
since the start of the competition in 1958 and has a committee of 12 members with support of another 20 
volunteers.
•    The committee meets approx. 10 times per year and meetings are more frequent during the summer 
months. You work closely with Dunmanway Chamber of Commerce, Brookpark Enterprise Centre, Doheny GAA 
Club and several residential groups.  
•    Support is received from a very wide range of different National and Local agencies/businesses.
•    It is noted that Dunmanway Community Council uses cloud computing to share documents and issue 
minutes and meeting documents, without the need for printing and that group text alerts and information are 
regularly issued to DCC members and Tidy Towns volunteers. You also use local press and electronic notice 
boards on Facebook or the SouthernStar.ie to generate interest in Tidy Towns work or to notify the public about the 
AGM or poster campaigns. Your organisation also liaises regularly with Cork County Council, Cork Co PPN, Leader 
LAG and LCDC, and the rural recreation officer. 
•    You are in direct contact local businesses via email or through the Dunmanway Chamber of Commerce 
representative.  Contact with schools in relation to efforts to secure their green flags is in person or via email and 
they have been very responsive and enthusiastic this year to work with you.  You also email and meet with 
representatives from the Dunmanway Family Resource Centre.  You continue to use the library, community notice 
boards and parish newsletters etc. to reach the section of the community not contactable by electronic means.
•    There is strong engagement with the 5 local primary and secondary schools who have been helpful to you 
in compiling the Tidy Towns application form.
•    The ongoing voluntary work undertaken by Dunmanway Community Council confirms that there is a strong 
sense that the community in the town and you are continuing to work together to better your community socially, 
environmentally and sustainably.  It is clear that you have pride in your community and you are working hard to 
improve the town each year.
The Dunmanway Tidy Towns area black and white map provided as part of your 3-year plan 2022-24 is clear and 
concise. The map however is a little too small and it would be good to include a numbered legend on the map or on 
a separate page, listing the projects undertaken in the last year, under the various competition categories. This will 
make it easier for the adjudicator to find the projects on site, which facilitates the assessment process. 
The quality of the application form is very good with project descriptions set out in tabular form and the photos 
highlighting the works carried out were very informative. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit 
and the application form which is suitably concise at 23 pages long - well done. The text inserted on the form is also 
quite easy to read. Reference is made to the Town Park and Garden of Expression under the streetscape and 
public places category. It would be preferable to include these areas for comment under the Green Spaces and 
Landscaping category.
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highlighting the works carried out were very informative. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit 
and the application form which is suitably concise at 23 pages long - well done. The text inserted on the form is also 
quite easy to read. Reference is made to the Town Park and Garden of Expression under the streetscape and 
public places category. It would be preferable to include these areas for comment under the Green Spaces and 
Landscaping category.

•    You have installed 30 timber benches throughout the town over the years and have plans to replace these 
with recycled plastic seats over the next year or so.  Maintenance is also continuing on the St. Josephs and St. 
Finbars Cemeteries and you are in the process of increasing the number of wall murals throughout the town.
•    The adjudicator called to Dunmanway town on a sunny afternoon in July. The Market Square area was the 
obvious first stop. In this part of your bustling town, the square is enhanced by a well-designed plaza area, 
resplendent with an attractive water feature, mature tree planting attractive natural stone paving and suitable floral 
displays. The recycled plastic seating and of course the monument to Sam Maguire were a major focus of attention 
here. This area provides a suitable retreat area for pedestrians to rest, away from the busy passing traffic and the 
covered gazebo canopies provide suitable shelter for periods of inclement weather and no doubt this year they have 
been very practical.
•    The streetscape in the Market Square area and the feeder streets in Dunmanway are generally 
characterised by well-designed, traditional, market town style commercial/residential properties, which display a 
range of plot widths and attractive building forms and heights. The negative impact of the pandemic on the building 
fabric in our towns and villages has been felt throughout Ireland and Dunmanway is no exception. Some properties 
have deteriorated in condition in recent years. It would be good as part of your 3 Year Plan for the Town to try and 
encourage the owners of these unoccupied/derelict properties to assist with their enhanced upkeep and perhaps 
seek grant approval to enable works to be initiated to bring them back into use. During a severe housing shortage in 
the country at present, it is unfortunate to see properties remaining unoccupied, when they could provide much 
needed accommodation, also adding renewed vibrancy to the centre of our towns and villages. Overhead cables 
and poles detract from the streetscape along a number of the streets in Dunmanway, including along Main Street 
and no doubt there are plans to have these undergrounded, if and when funds become available. The adjudicator 
called to St. Mary's Church and burial ground and was interested to read the information regarding the burial place 
of Dunmanway’s famous son Sam Maguire.

•    Your flagship project this year which was listed under the streetscape category is the installation of a new 
children’s playground in the Town Park.  It includes the provision of equipment for disabled children.  You have 
replaced the old wooden seats with new recycled plastic seats in the town park and have plans to re-landscape the 
park to include the provision of a new entrance gate and the resurfacing of all the tarmac paths and walkways.  This 
will also include the provision of children’s activity area. Bird boxes and bee hotels have been added throughout the 
park.
•    The sponsored floral displays attached to the bridge over the Sally River, providing a burst of colour at this 
spot, were greatly admired. However, these items require significant maintenance inputs over the summer months 
and perhaps it would be a good idea instead to repaint the parapet railings here, which would help to freshen up this 
area. The adjudicator on the walkabout also noted the many other attractive flower boxes installed at various 
locations throughout the town.  Perhaps the overall number of pots might be reduced in favour of a smaller number 
of fixed stone perennial planting beds, positioned at visually prominent and strategic locations in the town. 

•    The adjudicator walked along the riverside footpath at the Sally River and admired the extensive natural 
vegetation and pollinator friendly maintenance regime in place here. The green railings along the river have 
deteriorated and would benefit from a touch up with paint. It will be good to see that the path will be extended along 
the river from where it currently diverges towards the Cotter’s Bakery entrance and we note there are plans to 
create a new walkway and picnic area, with three picnic tables and the area landscaped with trees and bee-friendly 
shrubs.  The resurfacing of the existing walkway and creation of murals on the walls overlooking the river will also 
be beneficial. The water crowfoot weed growth in the river is unsightly and seems to be choking this natural 
waterway and one wonders is there a permanent solution to this problem?
•    It would also be desirable to provide a path extension along the river towards the Supervalu car park and 
beyond to the lakeside park, where this is feasible. Also, the planting of a screen of trees along the side of Cotter’s 
bakery premises would be desirable as this building does not enhance the adjoining parkland area. There was some 
evidence of graffiti on a wall in one section of the riverside park and no doubt there are plans to deal with this on an 
ongoing basis. 
•    The children's playground and all-weather pitch at the Town Park were visited and this wonderful facility 
was getting great use on the day of adjudication and the pristine sign erected for the Dunmanway Schools 
Pollinators Survey was positively noted.
•    The Chapel Lake and Lakeside Garden is a wonderful amenity for the residents of Dunmanway and the 
adjudicator was very impressed with the extensive natural aquatic vegetation and wildlife here, including stands of 
bullrushes and water lilies, providing nesting sites and retreat areas for the resident waterfowl. The lakeside garden 
was very well presented adding to the magnificent amenity value of the entire lake area. 
•    One wonders whether in the longer term, there is a possibility to extend a pedestrian pathway around the 
lake area to link up with an extended walk along the Sally River? The town’s Main Street area appears to have 
oriented itself away from the lake over the years and perhaps there are possibilities to reconnect or re-integrate this 
feature into the main fabric of the town, so as to take advantage of the beautiful views which exist across the lake.
•    The planting scheme and redwood seat at the West Green area was admired and in particular the clipped 
‘mop head’ Cotoneaster which is an important feature here.
•    The creation of a Garden of Expression on the site of the former VEC school was commenced this year 
consisting of an interactive and interpretive sculpture garden, with five sculptures on plinths donated by local artists 
together with a sensory/reflective area. It is noted that work has been suspended until 2023, as the area is being 
used as a yard for the contractor laying new storm and foul sewers on Chapel Street.  
•    The adjudicator notes that a sizeable number of native Irish trees were planted this year in various 
locations in the town, principally at the Pitch & Putt Club and trees were also planted at The Garden of Expression, 
Castle St Terrace, St Joseph’s Graveyard and on the approach road from Clonakilty.
•    Reducing reliance on annual bedding schemes for your floral displays is an important initiative to be 
considered for the future. Colourful perennial and pollinator friendly plants e.g., Alstroemeria spp. can be used to 
very good effect as an alternative to the flamboyant but energy/water/labour-intensive annuals such as Begonias 
and Petunias.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:
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together with a sensory/reflective area. It is noted that work has been suspended until 2023, as the area is being 
used as a yard for the contractor laying new storm and foul sewers on Chapel Street.  
•    The adjudicator notes that a sizeable number of native Irish trees were planted this year in various 
locations in the town, principally at the Pitch & Putt Club and trees were also planted at The Garden of Expression, 
Castle St Terrace, St Joseph’s Graveyard and on the approach road from Clonakilty.
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•    You are making good strides in this aspect of the competition and well done for being chosen as one of the 
towns in County Cork to participate in Cork County Council’s roll out of local pollinator plans in the interest of 
improving local biodiversity. It is noted that Healy's Supervalu is assisting with this important project which will 
involve a pollinator corridor trail focussing on 5 different ecological areas of interest.
•    You have engaged with a local angling group, Dunmanway Salmon & Trout Angling Association on the 
implementation of a feasibility study for the Sally River Re-Juvenation Project which will involve the lower reaches of 
the Sally River. Particular focus will be on increasing sinuosity and diversity of the river’s aquatic habitat. It is noted 
that this section of the Sally River has been over widened and has become moribund, with excessive aquatic plant 
growth. You plan is to narrow the river channel, stabilise the riverbed and banks and address the potential for 
rehabilitating and restoring biodiversity and to enhance angling potential within the defined study area, with work 
expected to start on this project in 2022.
•    You have established a wildflower meadow along the Cork Road which is in its seventh season and is 
maturing nicely. Also, a pollination corridor has been established on the opposite side of this road and on the 
Derinasafa Road, by leaving the areas grow wild to provide pollination plant for bees. 
•    Well done to the pupils of local schools undertook biodiversity surveys collecting data on Dunmanway’s 
biodiversity which was displayed on a poster at the entrance to the children’s playground.
•    The committee may be aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been 
launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction.  
In this regard it will be great to see the Dunmanway Pollinator corridor and trail completed asap. As well as this 
Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to Tidy Towns committees to increase the numbers of 
pollinators in your local area, including guides which are specific to local communities, farmers, councils, transport 
corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also available showing how to establish 
pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage etc.
•    This year the AIPP is focussed on gathering survey data to assess the impact of all the good work groups 
such as the Tidy Towns are carrying out across the country e.g., at the Lakeside Park/Town Park/Sally River. The 
National Biodiversity Data Centre has developed a new app to make this survey work easy for groups through the 
use of ‘Fit Counts’. FIT stands for ‘Flower-Insect Timed Count’. FIT Counts are very simple and are a very useful 
tool for TT groups to measure change in their local biodiversity, especially when they have taken action already for 
pollinators. By carrying out FIT Counts throughout the year and across future years, it will help track the impact of 
your actions on insect numbers and diversity as well as providing important data for the National Biodiversity Data 
Centre (biodiversityireland.ie). It would be good to get local schools involved in these counts. Please follow this link 
for further information Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre 
(biodiversityireland.ie) 
•    The sowing of wildflower seed has become very popular with Tidy Towns committees in recent years. 
However, this may not be the best course of action as some of the ‘wildflower’ seed is imported and may contain 
invasive species. The preferred approach is the ‘Don’t Sow let it Grow’ principle. In other words, where there is a 
bare patch of ground or grassed areas let the seed/plants occurring naturally in the soil/sward develop and mature 
as this will have the best ecologically sound result. The removal of clippings at the end of the season with 
appropriate machinery will impoverish the soil encouraging greater species diversity. More information on this and 
other items under this category can be found on links included in the updated Tidy Towns Handbook.

•    The projects you have highlighted this year under this category include ongoing maintenance works at the 
Community Garden, flower garden at St. Marys School, the awarding of an Energy Conservation green flag at the 
Model School and the use of perennial plantings throughout the town. 
•    The community garden at St. Vincent's Park was visited. This is a wonderful community facility and it was 
great to see the many fruit trees, soft fruit bushes and other vegetables and food crops under cultivation in this area. 
This facility is obviously a very important meeting and educational space for the residents of the town and no doubt 
there will be a bumper crop to the harvested later in the year.
•    It is indeed an honour for you to be included in AsiAm’s Autism Friendly Towns Project 2022 and we wish 
you well with the accreditation process.
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Dunmanway Coimmunity Council for the future under this category, 
which is in keeping with the Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of small electric 
microgeneration schemes for Wind, Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local Authority and these may also 
attract suitable SEAI or Leader funding. 
•    You might look at the overall availability of public e-car charge points (in addition to the one installed at the 
Supervalu car park) and bicycle parking facilities in the town, and where there are deficiencies, suggest suitable 
locations where these could be provided in the short term. 
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard.
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/ https://www.codema.ie/sec
•    The ongoing management of rainwater and floodwater in rural/urban areas in the context of climate change 
is an important topic under this category. This is a particularly critical issue where there are rivers/lakes close to 
village centres as in Dunmanway or where there has been flooding in recent years. The committee should be aware 
of the nature-based solutions to the management of rainwater/floodwater and surface water run-off in town areas, 
water sensitive design, best practice etc. A recent publication by the Dept. of Housing Local Government and 
Heritage is available and provides important guidance in this regard.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



•    Your main areas of activity this year under this category include the initiation of an anti-dog fouling and 
poster campaign, carrying out the National Spring Clean with 26 volunteers and involving the removal of 40 bags of 
litter, Anti-Litter Challenge run by Cork County Council and the implementation of a Tidy Towns volunteer 
recruitment programme which has had some success - well done. 
•    On the day of adjudication there were no issues to report with regard to litter or tidiness in the town of 
Dunmanway - well done.
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•    Residents’ groups have been very active in taking steps to maintain areas in the vicinity of their housing 
estates specifically in the following areas; Castle Street Terrace, Springfield and St. Mary’s Park, St Mary’s Rd., Dún 
Órga, St Vincent’s Park, Nowen View East, Nowen View West and Ros Geal. The residents are commended for all 
their ongoing efforts here.
•    The adjudicator called to a number of housing estates in Dunmanway and these were generally found to 
be presented to a good standard. There is an issue with the naming of the estates in the town and some of these 
could only be found using Google Maps and perhaps an estate naming programme should be put in place in the 
near future. 
•    Dún Órga estate was visited and the adjudicator was impressed with the attractive entrance here, with 
Crocosmia planting in full flower, which complemented the wonderful stonewall boundaries. 
•    In Ros Geal estate there were attractive wildflower areas on the open spaces, but some weed growth was 
noted along roadside kerbs and the existing ESB substation does not enhance the main open space here. Steps 
could be taken to try and screen this structure from view.

•    It is noted that DCC continues to take action in relation to the freshening up unloved properties with 
encouragement given to home owners to repaint their properties, and to tend to any derelict buildings in the town.  
Your efforts are being rewarded as good progress is being made in this aspect with quite a number of premises 
being re-painted. 
•    You continue to maintain the Astro Pitch on the Bantry Road together with the surrounding open space 
which is a valuable amenity for the young people of the area. We wish you well with your plans to resurface the 
playing area this year, when you have secured the necessary funding.

•    Your activities extend to the maintenance of margins, floral displays and gateway signage along the main 
approach roads into the town, namely the Macroom Road (R587), the Cork Road (R586), the Bantry Rd, Clonakilty 
Rd, and the Derinasafa Rd. 
•    Along the Cork Road approach to Dunmanway, the road user is struck by the attractive stone walls located 
on both sides of the road with good road signage, surfacing and markings. Along the Clonakilty approach, the road 
environs are enhanced by attractively presented business premises and landscaping. The Bantry Road approach to 
the town is enhanced by the nearby pitch and putt club and attractive tree planting.
•    The adjudicator admired the attractive colourful recycled plastic seating which have been installed on all 
approaches to the town but one wonders how often these are used by the public? Because of the proximity of noisy 
traffic, perhaps an alternative location in the town can be found for these seats e.g., along the riverside park?
•    It is good to note you are taking steps to deal with unauthorised signage and posters and a good response 
to this has been received from local clubs and organisations.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a great pleasure to visit your town this summer. Dunmanway is making good strides in the competition and 
your committee is clearly working very hard to improve community spirit and the overall appearance and environs of 
your town – keep up the good work.


