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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
 Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
•    Cúil Aodha, a small village with a population of 129 people – has entered the competition for the last 20 
plus years with a committee of 3 committee members and a total of 20 volunteers who are available to assist with 
your work.
•    The committee meets quarterly and there are twice weekly assemblies of volunteers to plant clean, weed, 
paint etc. from April to September. You organise a watering rota in high summer and a litter picking rota.
•    Support is received from Cork Couty Council, Grousemount Windfarm, Coomacheo Windfarm and the 
Rural Social Scheme.
•    There is strong engagement with local schools. You liaise with the national school whose children do a 
regular litter patrol. The children have a great awareness of sustainability and biodiversity as is evidenced by their 
Green Flags. It is noted that they also helped to plant thousands of bulbs in the new riverside walkway Áth Leacaigh 
last autumn and the children enjoy being a part of the clean ups and litter patrols.
•    It is pleasing to read that the voluntary work undertaken by Coiste Bailte Slachtmhara Cúil Aodha has 
focused attention on improving the appearance of the village in its naturally beautiful setting and has brought people 
together from the village and the hinterland who enjoy the facilities provided. It is also noted that Tidy Towns 
activities have enabled new residents to become a vital part of the community through their involvement with your 
group. We wish you well with organising the annual street party this September. 

The hand drawn map provided with your Entry Form was clear and showed the main features in the village and the 
areas where you carry out your work. When printed it was a little dark, but it was still very useful in helping the 
adjudicator in navigate around the village and identify the projects of interest.
The quality of the application form submitted was excellent with clear text and numerous ‘before and after’ photos 
which were very helpful in the assessment process. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and 
the contents of the application form, which is suitably concise at 24 pages long - well done.
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•    The adjudicator called to the village of Cúil Aodha on a cloudy but warm morning in July. The first port of 
call was the beautiful Heritage Wall feature, which is an excellent way to remember those people who have 
contributed significantly in the past to the Cúil Aodha community. The quality of the stonework and general 
presentation of this area, which had suitable floral decoration, was excellent. Perhaps for the future it may be good 
to consider introducing additional greening and permanent planting in this area, as there is quite a wide area of 
gravel surface available for off-street car parking.  
•    The neat and tidy bottle banks which have been painted with a mural depicting floral scenes and pollinators 
were particularly admired and gave this area a great lift. Perhaps this type of treatment can be replicated in other 
areas, because these banks are sometimes known to detract from the presentation of our towns and villages around 
the country. The nearby planting trough used for the cultivation of a range of medicinal plants also looked very well 
and no doubt the plants are getting great use. 
•    The complex of buildings around the swimming pool area caught the eye as these are painted a striking 
blue colour - it is great to have such a wonderful facility available for the residents in Cúil Aodha. The public toilet 
block here was maintained and presented to good standard and the adjudicator admired the many nesting boxes 
and wildlife signage and locally-sourced recycled plastic picnic benches erected here. The areas reserved for the 
development of wildflowers located to the rear of the toilet block were also positively noted. The building ‘Áras 
Eamon mac Suibhne’ also looked very well with freshly painted exterior, enhanced with new floral planters and 
recycled plastic seating.
•    The local National Scoil Barr D’Inse was visited and the neat and tidy presentation of the school grounds 
and frontage along the road was positively noted. In the future it would be desirable  to introduce some green 
elements to this general area, particularly along the frontage of the school. For example, some tree planting could 
be provided on the paved Ireland in front of the school and perhaps within the school grounds. The vehicle storage 
yard located beside the school does not enhance this area and consideration should be given to providing suitable 
hedgerow planting along the boundary here, in conjunction with the owners, which will help to improve the overall 
presentation of this area.
•    Unoccupied buildings in the village have been dealt with sensitively with freshly painted facades and these 
do not detract significantly from the streetscape of the village. Overhead power lines and poles are visually intrusive 
at a number of locations and it will be good to have these undergrounded in the future, should funds ever become 
available.
•    The Cúil Aodha Church and grounds were visited and the adjudicator noted the neat and tidy presentation 
of the Church building and surrounding area, including the freshly painted boundary wall facing the road. The steep 
bank containing wildflowers located to the rear of the Church and the monument to the great Sean O’ Riada were 
both positively noted here.
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to consider introducing additional greening and permanent planting in this area, as there is quite a wide area of 
gravel surface available for off-street car parking.  
•    The neat and tidy bottle banks which have been painted with a mural depicting floral scenes and pollinators 
were particularly admired and gave this area a great lift. Perhaps this type of treatment can be replicated in other 
areas, because these banks are sometimes known to detract from the presentation of our towns and villages around 
the country. The nearby planting trough used for the cultivation of a range of medicinal plants also looked very well 
and no doubt the plants are getting great use. 
•    The complex of buildings around the swimming pool area caught the eye as these are painted a striking 
blue colour - it is great to have such a wonderful facility available for the residents in Cúil Aodha. The public toilet 
block here was maintained and presented to good standard and the adjudicator admired the many nesting boxes 
and wildlife signage and locally-sourced recycled plastic picnic benches erected here. The areas reserved for the 
development of wildflowers located to the rear of the toilet block were also positively noted. The building ‘Áras 
Eamon mac Suibhne’ also looked very well with freshly painted exterior, enhanced with new floral planters and 
recycled plastic seating.
•    The local National Scoil Barr D’Inse was visited and the neat and tidy presentation of the school grounds 
and frontage along the road was positively noted. In the future it would be desirable  to introduce some green 
elements to this general area, particularly along the frontage of the school. For example, some tree planting could 
be provided on the paved Ireland in front of the school and perhaps within the school grounds. The vehicle storage 
yard located beside the school does not enhance this area and consideration should be given to providing suitable 
hedgerow planting along the boundary here, in conjunction with the owners, which will help to improve the overall 
presentation of this area.
•    Unoccupied buildings in the village have been dealt with sensitively with freshly painted facades and these 
do not detract significantly from the streetscape of the village. Overhead power lines and poles are visually intrusive 
at a number of locations and it will be good to have these undergrounded in the future, should funds ever become 
available.
•    The Cúil Aodha Church and grounds were visited and the adjudicator noted the neat and tidy presentation 
of the Church building and surrounding area, including the freshly painted boundary wall facing the road. The steep 
bank containing wildflowers located to the rear of the Church and the monument to the great Sean O’ Riada were 
both positively noted here.

•    The new heather and dogwood planting bed provided along the entrance to the riverside walk from the 
swimming pool area, ensured an attractive access point here. The quality of the wooden entrance gate and 
boundary fencing also greatly enhanced this general area. For the future consider installing wall planting or climbers 
along concrete fence panels, which have been erected in this area. 
•    The new glasshouse installed in the adjacent yard used by Tidy Towns was positively noted and no doubt 
this will facilitate the overwintering of your plants and propagation for next year’s floral schemes.  Well done to the 
two local windfarms who sponsored the purchase of this glasshouse.
•    The floral displays provided throughout the village really made a great impact on the overall quality of the 
streetscape and the adjudicator particularly admired the relocated ‘man in the bed’ planting scheme, which is 
enhanced with Nasturtiums and potted Agapanthus and these were just coming into flower on the day of 
adjudication. The innovative use of a wooden pallet to create an attractive floral display was also greatly admired 
and represents a sustainable use of materials and this could be replicated in other areas. 

•    The adjudicator called to the Áth Leacaigh riverside walk and adjacent parkland and was very struck by the 
wonderfully scenic beauty of this area. The stunning riverside landscape, attractive natural park design features, 
tree planting, extensive natural rock formations and riverside vegetation, really were a joy to behold and this is one 
of the most attractive park areas this adjudicator has seen. The elevated water channel/mill race which traverses 
this area is a very interesting feature and perhaps it would be good to consider undertaking some historical research 
and erecting some information signage to inform the visitor of the history of this feature. It may be necessary to 
carry out some expert repair works to the structure to ensure its continued protection into the future. There is also a 
sluice structure near the river  and again some information on the function and operation of the sluice would be 
beneficial. 
•    The remarkable views towards the river and the gentle sound of running water are an important feature of 
this parkland area and perhaps some judicious removal of scrubby vegetation will open up more of the river to 
public view, subject to biodiversity and public safety requirements. The provision of a suitable non-intrusive footpath 
network within in the parkland, will provide for year-round access and one feels a maintenance regime aimed at 
encouraging pollinators and wildflowers will be very appropriate here. The arched bridge structure built in stone is 
also a charming feature which could be enhanced with suitable up-lighting. The new planting beds and entrance 
gates provided near the school access to the riverside walk were also greatly admired.

•    Cúil Aodha village has a wonderful natural setting and an abundance of wildlife habitats and biodiversity. It 
is good to read that you are following the advice of pollinator.ie and local beekeepers regarding the use of suitable 
plants that attract bees and other insects. Your grass maintenance regime is also delayed to encourage pollinators 
and perhaps in the future areas within the Áth Leacaigh parkland can be cut just once per year, to facilitate the 
creation of a species rich grassland here. You also undertake the regular sweeping and weeding of roadsides and 
footpaths which reduces the need for chemical usage in the village.
•    You may be aware that this year the newly launched All Ireland Pollinator Plan is focussed on gathering 
survey data to assess the impact of all the good work groups such as Coiste Bailte Slachtmhara Cúil Aodha are 
carrying out across the country e.g. at the Áth Leacaigh Park. The National Biodiversity Data Centre has developed 
a new app to make this survey work easy for groups through the use of ‘Fit Counts’. FIT stands for ‘Flower-Insect 
Timed Count’. FIT Counts are simple and are a very useful tool for TT groups to measure change in their local 
biodiversity, especially when they have taken action already for pollinators. By carrying out FIT Counts throughout 
the year and across future years, it will help track the impact of your actions on insect numbers and diversity as well 
as providing important data for the National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie). It would be good to get 
local schools involved in these counts. Please follow this link for further information Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT 
Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)
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•    The adjudicator notes that your village took part in the An Taisce Annual Spring Clean earlier this year 
which attracted a good turnout of your volunteers. It is good to read that you are proceeding with your litter picking 
rota involving local children, despite the absence of a County Litter Challenge competition this year. Your ‘leave no 
trace’ policy in respect of the provision of litter bins and vigilance regarding unauthorised signage is commended.

•    During the walkabout of the village, it was noted that there was a complete absence of litter and there were 
no tidiness issues to report. Well done.

•    It is good to read that you have been using water retaining gel in your planting containers for a number of 
years which reduces the frequency of watering operations and water butts have been located throughout the village 
to collect rainwater for watering of your floral displays.
•    Your new glasshouse will bring benefits under this category in future years enabling you to propagate 
plants from seed and will also facilitate the provision of more permanent pollinator-friendly planting schemes in the 
village 
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Coiste Bailte Slachtmhara Cúil Aodha for the future under this 
category, which is in keeping with the UN Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of small electric 
microgeneration schemes for Wind, Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local Authority and these may also 
attract suitable SEAI or Leader funding. 
•    You might look at the provision of public e-car charge points and bicycle parking facilities in the village, and 
where none exist, suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term. 
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI, which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/ https://www.codema.ie/sec
•    The ongoing management of rainwater and floodwater in village areas in the context of climate change is 
an important topic under this category. This is a particularly critical issue in riverside areas which have suffered 
flooding in recent years. The committee might be interested in learning about the nature-based solutions to the 
management of rainwater/floodwater and surface water run-off, water sensitive village design, best practice etc. A 
recent publication by the Dept. of Housing Local Government and Heritage is available and provides important 
guidance in this regard.

•    In relation to the many individual houses and properties on the outskirts and in the village of Cúil Aodha, 
the majority of homes and gardens were found to be very well presented and cared for. Homes within the village 
core were generally freshly painted and enhanced with attractive floral displays.

•    On the approach from Baile Mhuirne, the road environs are characterised by very scenic views across the 
adjoining riverside landscape and very attractive roadside boundaries. The dry-stone retaining wall located near the 
linear car parking area is damaged in a number places and will need to be repaired in the near future. There are 
good road surfaces and markings along this approach, although the 50 km speed limit signs need cleaning. 
•     On the approach from Kilgarvan, there are very attractive roadside boundaries containing with extensive 
natural vegetation and wild flowers. There are good road surfaces and markings along this approach and the 
presentation of private homes and gardens enhanced the road environs here.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was indeed a great experience to visit Cúil Aodha to witness all the great work your committee and volunteers are 
doing to enhance the presentation of your village. The Áth Leacaigh parkland area is a real gem. We wish you every 
success in the competition.


