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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
 Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
•    Courtmacsherry Cúirt Mhic Shéafraidh, a mid-sized village with a population of between 201 and 1000 
people – has entered the competition for a number of years and has a committee of 10 members with support of 
another 15 volunteers.
•    The committee meets for weekly clean ups during the summer months involving local residents, local 
sporting organisations and recently some Ukrainian refugees. 
•    Support is received from a range of different national and local agencies/businesses including Cork County 
Council, Courtmacsherry Community Shop, local hotels, bars and restaurants and West Cork Development 
Partnership.
•    You communicate with the general public through Southern Star newspaper notes, newsletters, e-mail, 
social media and public meetings. 
•    There is strong engagement with the local school Barryroe National School which is consulted about local 
projects and you collaborate with the school on various initiatives undertaken together. Other clubs such as the local 
GAA, Rugby and Rowing Clubs also co-operate on specific projects.
•    The adjudicator is very pleased to note that the involvement of Courtmacsherry Tidy Towns Committee in 
the competition has provided your community with the added focus to proceed with many wonderful projects and 
initiatives undertaken in your village and environs. 

The hand drawn map provided with your Entry Form was clear and simple and provided good information on the 
location of the main features of the village. It would be good to include on the map the exact locations where work 
by the committee has been undertaken over the last year together with a legend on the map listing these items of 
work.
The quality of the hand written application form was very good and the hand writing was very legible and the details 
provided were concise. It would be good to use bullet points to subdivide the larger paragraphs of text. The many 
photographs included with your application showing the work carried out over the last year were very helpful and 
indicate a strong engagement of the wider Courtmacsherry community with the work of your Tidy Towns Committee. 
The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and the contents of the application form, which is 
suitably concise at 11 pages long - well done.
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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•    You have successfully lobbied to deal with a derelict house in the centre of the village and work has 
recently commenced on this property. The unsightly containers previously used by the rowing club have also been 
removed and replaced by a new clubhouse which is currently under construction.
•    Recent improvements to public lighting, roads re-surfacing and repaving of footpaths and installation of 
new seating, has enhanced the overall presentation of the village. 
•    The adjudicator visited Courtmacsherry for the first time on a cloudy but warm afternoon in July. The visit 
commenced appropriately, near the sign designated for the Tidy Towns meeting place, adjacent to the main pier. 
Courtmacsherry has developed over the years to have a very linear layout with most properties facing out towards 
the beautifully scenic Courtmacsherry Bay. The very colourful presentation of hotels, bars and residential premises 
in the village was greatly admired and these properties enhanced the streetscape along the entrance road. 
Overhead power lines and poles detract somewhat from the overall quality of the streetscape at a number of 
locations in the village.
•    The pier and harbour area were visited and were presented to a good standard. The storage of materials 
and vehicles is to be expected in a busy Harbour area and the stone walls and planting schemes provided here, 
enhanced this general area. The Green space located beside the Harbour, the site of the former train station, is 
indeed a great location for the development of a village Park for Courtmacsherry and we wish you well in the future 
development of the site for this purpose.
•    The area near the public toilets was presented to a good standard with attractive floral displays and it was 
pleasing to note that a defibrillator has been installed here. The Lifeboat Station is an is an attractive stone-faced 
building and the high-quality signage erected on the building was particularly admired. The Community Shop is 
painted a striking blue colour, with an attractive seating area to the front, which together with nearby premises, 
significantly enhances the quality of the streetscape at this location. 
•    The small paved seating area overlooking the Bay, with an outdoor chess board paving design and 
hanging baskets suspended from poles, looked well. The information board signage here could be updated and the 
seats freshened with paint. The colourful terrace of residential properties located opposite the Lifeboat Station were 
greatly admired. 
•    Work was underway at the St. John the Evangelist Church grounds, so it was not possible to visit this site, 
but what could be seen from the roadside did not disappoint. The fingerpost signage at the junction with the Wood 
Road requires cleaning and maintenance and there are a number of trees along the bay area here, which are dead 
and could be removed.
•    The Courtmacsherry Hotel looked resplendent with an attractive well-presented entrance fronting the 
roadside. It will be good to see the nearby derelict ornate cottage, located overlooking the bay and fronting the Sea 
Road, restored in due course. The new Rowing Club Clubhouse caught the eye and is painted and attractive purple 
colour, with a modern clean design and sturdy rock armour provided along the coastal edge. 
•    The old Boathouse building is a charming property, which enhances the entrance to the public car park at 
the end of Sea Road. However, the overhead barrier here is not visually appealing and perhaps consider removing 
this or replacing it with a more attractive structure. The seating provided near the car park also requires ongoing 
maintenance. It would be desirable in the future to install kerbing around the car park to define the car park 
boundaries and the marking of car spaces would also be beneficial. Perhaps this can be done when the new 
Rowing Club Clubhouse is completed. 
•    The Community Centre, which is the site of the former National School, was well presented with floral 
displays provided on the walls of the building and an attractive stone wall frontage along the road. The bottle bank 
here had a neat and tidy presentation. The Grotto situated on an elevated site overlooking the road is a very 
attractive feature with well-maintained planters and floral displays. The Sacred Heart Church grounds were also 
presented to a good standard with freshly painted piers along the road.

•    Under this category your group has carried out extensive work on the public park area in the vicinity of the 
playground. The work included cutting back vegetation, planting of pollinators and erection of fences.
•    Floral displays have been provided throughout the village using old boats, as a reference to your maritime 
history. Colourful plantings have also been provided along boundary walls and at entrances to the village and new 
signs will be erected shortly. Well done on your success in the 2019 ‘Pride of Place’ Awards. 
•    The public park area was visited and it was interesting to note that this was the site of the former railway 
line. The sign detailing the history of Courtmacsherry and the surrounding areas was particularly admired and it was 
interesting to read that the Courtmacsherry name has links to families connected with the Norman Invasion in 1169. 
A number of the other signs and seating in this area require a refresh. The public park was generally attractively 
landscaped and maintained and the adjudicator particularly admired the flowering Geraniums growing out of the 
stone wall, situated along the park boundary. The provision of pollinator friendly planting and appropriate 
biodiversity signage in the park was positively noted. The children's playground is somewhat obscured from public 
view and for safety reasons, it would be desirable to remove some of the dense planting around the perimeter of the 
playground.
•    Reducing reliance on annual bedding schemes for your floral displays is an important initiative for your 
committee to consider for the future under this category. Colourful perennial and pollinator friendly plants e.g., 
Alstroemeria spp. can be used to very good effect as an alternative to the flamboyant but 
labour/water/energy-intensive annuals such as Begonias and Petunias.

•    You have mentioned a number of important items to consider under this category including the new 
signage and wildflower planting provided in the public park adjacent to the playground, installation of wild bird 
signage along the route of the old railway, organising of whale watching trips for visitors and upcoming 
infrastructural works in the Courtmacsherry Bay Special Area of Conservation.
•    Replacement tree planting has been carried out following storm damage at Courtmacsherry woods and 
there is continued engagement with the National Parks and Wildlife Service regarding this woodland and the local 
beach area. 
•    Your committee is no doubt aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been 
launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction. 
As well as this Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to Tidy Towns committees to increase the 
numbers of pollinators in your local area, including guides which are specific to local communities, farmers, councils, 
transport corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also available showing how to 
establish pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage 
etc. More information is available on biodiversityireland.ie.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



signage and wildflower planting provided in the public park adjacent to the playground, installation of wild bird 
signage along the route of the old railway, organising of whale watching trips for visitors and upcoming 
infrastructural works in the Courtmacsherry Bay Special Area of Conservation.
•    Replacement tree planting has been carried out following storm damage at Courtmacsherry woods and 
there is continued engagement with the National Parks and Wildlife Service regarding this woodland and the local 
beach area. 
•    Your committee is no doubt aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been 
launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction. 
As well as this Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to Tidy Towns committees to increase the 
numbers of pollinators in your local area, including guides which are specific to local communities, farmers, councils, 
transport corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also available showing how to 
establish pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage 
etc. More information is available on biodiversityireland.ie.

•    You have mentioned a wide range of activities which your committee members and volunteers have 
completed this year including weekly clean-ups, removal of weeds, pruning, sweeping, painting etc., the work 
carried out in conjunction with local sports clubs, schoolchildren and refugees from Ukraine. 
•    The Seven Heads Cleaning Stations is a great initiative encouraging walkers to pick litter as they go. The 
installation of dog fouling signs and improvements to the overhead wirescape and local tennis courts are positively 
noted. 
•    On the day of adjudication, the village area was found to be litter free - well done.

•    The adjudicator is very heartened to read that the Courtmacsherry Wastewater Treatment plant is now fully 
operational with the huge benefits this will bring in terms of the water quality in the nearby bay and the resultant very 
positive impact on the local marine ecology and wildlife.
•    It is noted that there has been a much greater emphasis on sustainability in Courtmacsherry in recent 
years. The move away from private car use to the active travel and public transport options, is an important 
consideration under this category. In this regard, your group has successfully lobbied for the inclusion of a Local 
Link Bus Network service to be provided in addition to the existing Bus Éireann services, thereby encouraging more 
local people to avail of public transport options in the area. You are also in touch on a regular basis with the local 
National School regarding active travel and walk/cycle to school days.
•    Well done to the local Community Shop which has been successful in making an application for the 
installation of an e-car charge point at their premises and are also looking to install solar panels. We await the 
installation of this important piece of sustainable infrastructure with interest. 
•    When considering new projects under this category in the future it is worthwhile first of all considering how 
the proposed projects will align with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The information provided in the Tidy 
Towns newsletters is very informative in this regard.
•    You might in the future consider installing community composters in the village, which will provide a 
quantity of mulch to place on newly planted areas and this will ensure rapid establishment of the new plantings.
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Courtmacsherry Tidy Towns Committee for the future under this 
category, which is in keeping with the Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of small electric 
microgeneration schemes for Wind, Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local Authority - these may also attract 
suitable SEAI or Leader funding. 
•    You might look at the overall provision of public e-car charge points and bicycle parking facilities in the 
village and suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme, run by the SEAI which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/https://www.codema.ie/sec
•    The ongoing management of rainwater and floodwater in village areas in the context of climate change is 
an important topic under this category. This is a particularly critical issue in villages which has suffered river and 
coastal flooding in recent years. The committee should be aware of the nature-based solutions to the management 
of rainwater/floodwater and surface water run-off in village areas, water sensitive design, best practice etc. A recent 
publication by the Dept. of Housing Local Government and Heritage is available and provides important guidance in 
this regard.

•    There is strong engagement with local residents living in housing estates in Courtmacsherry who join your 
committee in carrying out estate clean ups. It is noted that the grass cutting regimes have been amended in recent 
years to take into account the needs of pollinators with less frequent mowing, where appropriate. The presentation 
of private dwellings and businesses in the village is to a very high standard. 
•    The adjudicator called to the Harbour Court estate - this is an attractively designed scheme of terraced 
houses with varying slate, render and stone facades and a very attractive entrance. The open spaces are well 
maintained and planted. The adjudicator particularly admired the quality of the planting on the main open space in 
this estate. There is a green substation located on the main road opposite the entrance to this estate, which should 
be screened with planting or alternatively enhanced with an artistic mural.
•    The Cois Cuain estate has very attractive homes and gardens, good street tree planting and well 
maintained central open space area. 
•    The Ard na Gréine estate, which contains well-designed dormer style bungalows, was visited and has 
attractive stone walls at the estate entrance and along the boundaries to front gardens, which are well cared for. 
The adjudicator also admired the quality of the maintenance of the main open space in this estate.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



maintained central open space area. 
•    The Ard na Gréine estate, which contains well-designed dormer style bungalows, was visited and has 
attractive stone walls at the estate entrance and along the boundaries to front gardens, which are well cared for. 
The adjudicator also admired the quality of the maintenance of the main open space in this estate.

•    It is clear that a significant amount of work goes into the presentation of the approach roads into the village 
and the colourful planting and high-quality stone wall boundaries really enhance the various approaches to the 
village.
•    The new signage and traffic calming measures aimed at improving the safety of pedestrians and cyclists 
were noted.
•    The Wood Road provides a very attractive approach to the village with wonderful stone walls and natural 
vegetation, including plants very tolerant of shade and high air/soil moisture content, such as mosses and ferns. 
This damp and lush vegetation, together with the backdrop of the Courtmacsherry Woods, provides a very attractive 
roadside landscape to be protected and conserved for the future.
•    On the Clonakilty approach to Courtmacsherry there are attractive stone walls and a narrow concrete 
footpath provided along the coastline, with good tree planting along the roadside margin. There are quite a number 
of signs and features located on the larger open space, as one enters the village. This gives rise to some visual 
clutter in this area, which does not enhance the road environs along this entrance. Perhaps consider relocating the 
attractive black and white name sign which is currently located opposite St Joseph's Place and have it turned it to 
face the oncoming traffic from Clonakilty. The other signage can be removed/relocated on a phased basis? Because 
this it’s of timber construction perhaps, it may not be possible or desirable to move the larger sign.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Courtmacsherry was a very enjoyable visit and the adjudicator found the coastal setting and main village core to be 
a delightful place to have experienced for the first time. You have great potential, with some further work across all 
the categories, to progress further in the competition. We wish you well with all your future activities, to further 
develop and maintain your beautiful village.


