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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
 Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
Bere Island An T’Oileáin Mór, an offshore island with a population of 206 people – has entered the competition for 
the last 14 years and has previously been winners under the Islands section.
•    The Bere Island Tourism and Environment Group and Project Group meet regularly and support is 
received from Cork County Council and FÁS who provide staff to assist with your maintenance operations. You 
have secured funding from Cork County Council amenity fund for hedge cutting, invasive species control and 
amenity improvements. The FÁS staff maintain the recycling area and walking routes and maintenance of new 
plantings.
•    You have public meetings as well as your tourism and environment meetings to engage with Bere 
Islanders. 
•    There is strong engagement with the local school St. Michaels, which is involved with a number of 
initiatives including the development of an environmental amenity area at the rear of the school adjacent to the 
football pitch. The school has received its 6th Green Flag.
•    The voluntary work undertaken by Bere Island Tourism and Environment Group and your success as 
previous winners of the Islands Section of the competition, provides a good incentive for you to work hard in an 
effort bring the community along with your ideas and to support your group’s activities.

The maps provided with your Entry Form were of very good quality. It would be good however, to provide a legend 
on the map listing and detailing all the numbered projects completed this year under the various competition 
categories. 
The quality of the application form is good although some of the category headings were missing? It would be better 
to include more photos either on the form itself or on a separate document, highlighting the projects carried out – 
‘before and after’ photos are particularly informative in this regard. Where projects are mentioned on the form and 
which do not have a direct Bere Island Tourism and Environment Group involvement, it is always good to include 
details of how these projects were supported or facilitated by your group. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on 
a recent site visit and the contents of the application form, which is suitably concise at 15 pages long. The text 
inserted on the form was also quite easy to read.
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•    Under this category you make reference to the ongoing care, maintenance and improvement works at the 
Heritage Centre officially opened in 2010, St. Michael’s Church, grounds and graveyard, the Lonehart Battery and 
the Old Guard House. 

•    The adjudicator visited Bere Island on a warm but rather cloudy morning in July. It was great to see the 
‘Welcome Sign’ as we stepped off the Ferry and your previous success in the Tidy Islands competition was noted. 
The Shelter located at the end of the pier was presented to a very good standard although the Public Toilets here 
would require a greater input in terms of regular maintenance.
•    The seating area together with the attractive signage associated with the Wild Atlantic Way marker was 
positively noted. There is a mass concrete seat here which would benefit from being clad with recycled plastic or 
faced in natural stone, as it is not very inviting and does not enhance the general presentation of this area.

•    The adjudicator visited St. Michael’s National School and was very impressed with the overall presentation 
of this building and school grounds. The vegetable and soft fruit garden was particularly impressive with many 
different crops under cultivation and the nearby apple trees were cropping well. The tyre bicycle parking was 
particularly admired as well as the ‘Buddy Bench’ circular seating area, made from colourful recycled plastic. The 
willow arch has grown very well which is creating an interesting feature for the schoolchildren to enjoy. A lot of good 
work is clearly being achieved at the school - well done to all concerned with this.
•    The Heritage Centre was visited and it was great to see the old school building has been re-purposed for 
heritage and community use. Unfortunately, the visit was a little early and it was not possible to enter the building, 
but from what could be seen from the outside, this adjudicator was suitably impressed. The Heritage Centre gate, 
sign and some of the surrounding external features would however, benefit from a freshen up with paint.
•    The adjudicator called to the Hotel Bar and B&B premises and it was great to see the level of activity taking 
place in these premises, apparently to celebrate ‘Bere Island Day’. The children’s playground was found to very well 
presented and the equipment and surfacing was maintained to a very high standard. 
•    In this area there was quite a lot of concrete used in the construction of boundary walls and the adjudicator 
is pleased to read that the facing of these walls with suitable stonework will be completed in the near future. At the 
rear of the playground there are a considerable number of discarded materials and scrap metal items. No doubt as 
construction work is completed here, these areas will be fully reinstated.
•    The Rerrin Village located at the eastern end of the island was a hive of activity on the day of adjudication. 
The colourful buildings and streetscape here were greatly admired and complemented the attractive coastal 
landscape. Some attention could be given to the quality of road surfaces and markings in the village area with a 
view to defining car parking spaces, cycleways etc.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
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Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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Awarded 2022

24/07/2022

 



•    Under this category you make reference to the ongoing care, maintenance and improvement works at the 
Heritage Centre officially opened in 2010, St. Michael’s Church, grounds and graveyard, the Lonehart Battery and 
the Old Guard House. 

•    The adjudicator visited Bere Island on a warm but rather cloudy morning in July. It was great to see the 
‘Welcome Sign’ as we stepped off the Ferry and your previous success in the Tidy Islands competition was noted. 
The Shelter located at the end of the pier was presented to a very good standard although the Public Toilets here 
would require a greater input in terms of regular maintenance.
•    The seating area together with the attractive signage associated with the Wild Atlantic Way marker was 
positively noted. There is a mass concrete seat here which would benefit from being clad with recycled plastic or 
faced in natural stone, as it is not very inviting and does not enhance the general presentation of this area.

•    The adjudicator visited St. Michael’s National School and was very impressed with the overall presentation 
of this building and school grounds. The vegetable and soft fruit garden was particularly impressive with many 
different crops under cultivation and the nearby apple trees were cropping well. The tyre bicycle parking was 
particularly admired as well as the ‘Buddy Bench’ circular seating area, made from colourful recycled plastic. The 
willow arch has grown very well which is creating an interesting feature for the schoolchildren to enjoy. A lot of good 
work is clearly being achieved at the school - well done to all concerned with this.
•    The Heritage Centre was visited and it was great to see the old school building has been re-purposed for 
heritage and community use. Unfortunately, the visit was a little early and it was not possible to enter the building, 
but from what could be seen from the outside, this adjudicator was suitably impressed. The Heritage Centre gate, 
sign and some of the surrounding external features would however, benefit from a freshen up with paint.
•    The adjudicator called to the Hotel Bar and B&B premises and it was great to see the level of activity taking 
place in these premises, apparently to celebrate ‘Bere Island Day’. The children’s playground was found to very well 
presented and the equipment and surfacing was maintained to a very high standard. 
•    In this area there was quite a lot of concrete used in the construction of boundary walls and the adjudicator 
is pleased to read that the facing of these walls with suitable stonework will be completed in the near future. At the 
rear of the playground there are a considerable number of discarded materials and scrap metal items. No doubt as 
construction work is completed here, these areas will be fully reinstated.
•    The Rerrin Village located at the eastern end of the island was a hive of activity on the day of adjudication. 
The colourful buildings and streetscape here were greatly admired and complemented the attractive coastal 
landscape. Some attention could be given to the quality of road surfaces and markings in the village area with a 
view to defining car parking spaces, cycleways etc.

•    The local Church and burial ground were visited and the adjudicator noted the excellent standard of 
landscape maintenance here. The enclosed polycarbonate Altar structure looked very well and no doubt this is a 
very practical element, whenever there is inclement weather on the day of the ‘Blessing of the Graves.’ The 
maintenance shed is also located in a very discreet location in the burial ground and the entire area is enhanced 
with mature tree planting.
•    It is noted that you have been successful in securing Leader funding for the planting of native trees and 
fruit trees on local farmland, including the erection of perimeter protective fencing.

•    In liaison with St. Michael’s School, you have built a bug hotel from old pallets and have sown wildflower 
seeds to create a wildflower meadow, as an educational resource, to teach the children about biodiversity. 
•    Well done on securing funding to install a community telescope, through Dark Sky Ireland and for the 
development of astronomical trails in the area.
•    You continue to take steps to eradicate invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed and Gunnera and 
have received grant aid from Cork County Council for this purpose. 
•    Your committee may be aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been 
launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction. 
As well as this Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to your committee to increase the numbers of 
pollinators on the island, including guides which are specific to local communities, farmers, councils, transport 
corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also available showing how to establish 
pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage etc. This 
year the AIPP is focussed on gathering survey data to assess the impact of all the good work groups such as the 
Tidy Towns are carrying out across the country. The National Biodiversity Data Centre has developed a new app to 
make this survey work easy for groups through the use of ‘Fit Counts’. FIT stands for ‘Flower-Insect Timed Count’. 
Please follow this link for further information Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data 
Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

•    It is good to note that you have a successfully operating car scrappage scheme on the island in conjunction 
with the Bere Island Project Group, Cork Metals and Bere Island ferries. The discarding of unwanted vehicles 
creates a major eyesore and dis-amenity on many islands and you are commended for this ongoing initiative.
•    Your major project under this category this year is your membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI and which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. You are now at the stage of preparing an energy masterplan for the 
island and we wish you every success with this initiative. You are also carrying out an energy survey on the island 
as part of an overall Energy Awareness Project. 
•    You are also to be congratulated for Bere Island Sustainable Energy Community being chosen as the only 
island group in Northern Europe to receive assistance in shaping clean energy plans for your community, through 
the Clean Energy for EU islands initiative. 
•    The twice-yearly white goods collection is a successful recycling initiative on the island and it is noted that 
the last collection filled a whole ferry boat.
•    The Bere Island Tourism and Environment Group has recently erected recycled plastic fencing at the 
island’s recycling Centre, using funds received for this purpose from Cork County Council and this is positively 
noted.
•    The information provided in your newsletter and website has encouraged local residents to engage more 
with re-cyling and waste minimisation methods, to the extent that the quantity of general waste generated by island 
households is now falling over time and more items are being re-cycled – well done.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



•    On the day of adjudication, the Bring Bank and glass recycling centre in the harbour area generally looked 
well. However, there was quite a lot of material lying around in this area and the clothes recycling bin here is heavily 
rusted. Perhaps this can be replaced with a new unit in the not-too-distant future.
•    It is noted that your FÁS employees carry out regular litter picks along roads and hedgerows on the island 
and volunteers clean up and monitor their designated areas. There are twice yearly litter picks organized in 
conjunction with the local school to clean beaches and you take part in the annual Spring Clean run by an Taisce, 
with recycling as far as possible of collected materials.

island and we wish you every success with this initiative. You are also carrying out an energy survey on the island 
as part of an overall Energy Awareness Project. 
•    You are also to be congratulated for Bere Island Sustainable Energy Community being chosen as the only 
island group in Northern Europe to receive assistance in shaping clean energy plans for your community, through 
the Clean Energy for EU islands initiative. 
•    The twice-yearly white goods collection is a successful recycling initiative on the island and it is noted that 
the last collection filled a whole ferry boat.
•    The Bere Island Tourism and Environment Group has recently erected recycled plastic fencing at the 
island’s recycling Centre, using funds received for this purpose from Cork County Council and this is positively 
noted.
•    The information provided in your newsletter and website has encouraged local residents to engage more 
with re-cyling and waste minimisation methods, to the extent that the quantity of general waste generated by island 
households is now falling over time and more items are being re-cycled – well done.

•    A new children’s playground which caters for young children was installed on the island in 2020. 
Construction works are not fully completed with the facing of concrete walls with suitable stonework yet to be 
installed. Hopefully this work will be completed shortly.
•    In relation to the many individual houses and properties on Bere Island, the majority of homes and gardens 
on the island were found to be very well presented and cared for and indicated a great awareness amongst local 
island residents of the need to respect nature and biodiversity in the local island environment.

•    Bere Island does not have approach roads in the traditional sense. However, the condition of road surfaces 
and general drainage issues etc. as noted by the adjudicator whilst driving around the island, were found to be to a 
very good standard in most places.
•    It is noted that the FÁS and RSS staff carry out routine maintenance works along roads and hedgerows 
and you have recently purchased a lawnmower to facilitate the maintenance of public areas.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The visit to Bere Island was an enlightening and enjoyable experience for the adjudicator, who was struck by the 
vibrancy and community spirit present on your beautiful island. We wish you well for the future and with your 
transition to the use of more renewable sources of energy and the greater energy efficiency of homesteads - keep 
up the good work.


