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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
•    Bantry Beanntraí, a small town with a population of 2,722 people – has entered the competition for 29 
years and has a committee of 10 members with support of another 25-30 volunteers.
•    The committee meets monthly on the first Monday each month face to face, since the Covid restrictions 
have been lifted.
•    Bantry Tidy Towns is an active member of Bantry Project Group (BPG), an organisation which works in a 
centralised and collaborative way to develop projects to improve the town. A total of 7 local organisations are 
members of the BPG and there are monthly meetings with local councillors and officials to progress proposals for 
improvements to the town.
•    Bantry Tidy Towns has engaged in a wide range of activities which have a significant impact on the overall 
positive sense of community spirit present in the town including, the Bantry Creates art projects, frontline workers 
awards, facilitating the Bantry market on Fridays, engagement with other Tidy Towns groups such as Cobh Tidy 
Towns, fundraising and support of charities in conjunction with Bantry Blues GAA club, maintenance of the Sensory 
Garden/Peace Park in conjunction with the National Learning Network, engaging with Youthreach activities and 
organising a range of local events and festivals.
•    You communicate with the public by submitting regular articles to all local press: Southern Star, West Cork 
People, Bandon Opinion and the town’s local well distributed free magazine The Grapevine. You also provide 
regular updates on Community Radio C103FM. Your committee has significantly increased its social media 
presence and is very active across the three platforms.  Your Facebook traction has increased by 500 since 2021 to 
2500 followers. Your Twitter and Instagram accounts have 600 followers – this is great coverage and well done to 
all concerned with this very important activity.
•    Bantry Tidy Towns has a strong engagement with local schools and you have a Junior Tidy Towns section 
who do a weekly litter pick around the town. Three members of the committee liaise with local schools and students 
are actively engaged in your ongoing activities.
•    The important voluntary work undertaken by Bantry Tidy Towns has been pivotal to your town winning 
many awards in recent years including the Gold Medal in Tidy Towns in 2021 and Ireland’s Best Kept Town award 
in 2019.  Your committee, working closely with all sectors of the community, has increased the overall civic pride in 
the town which has brought many benefits, including attracting more visitors and the knock-on business 
opportunities.

Thank you for the coloured map provided with your Entry Form which, although quite busy due to the large number 
of different projects you are involved with, is very clear and the projects are easily identified, which is very important. 
The coloured legend was very helpful, broken down into the various competition categories and the simple layout 
and naming of roads etc. made the job of navigating around the town very easy.  
The quality of the application form is very good and the many photos including ‘before and after’ shots highlighting 
the individual projects were very informative. The referencing of the UN Sustainable Development Goals in relation 
to the wide range of individual projects under the various categories is also very helpful. Thank you for the 
comprehensive Bantry Tidy Towns 1-3 Year Plan – it would be good to try and sub-divide 53 projects into the 9 Tidy 
Towns category groupings for ease of future reference. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit 
and the contents of the application form which is reasonably concise at 44 pages long - well done. The text inserted 
on the form and the numbering system for the projects makes the form quite easy to read.
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of different projects you are involved with, is very clear and the projects are easily identified, which is very important. 
The coloured legend was very helpful, broken down into the various competition categories and the simple layout 
and naming of roads etc. made the job of navigating around the town very easy.  
The quality of the application form is very good and the many photos including ‘before and after’ shots highlighting 
the individual projects were very informative. The referencing of the UN Sustainable Development Goals in relation 
to the wide range of individual projects under the various categories is also very helpful. Thank you for the 
comprehensive Bantry Tidy Towns 1-3 Year Plan – it would be good to try and sub-divide 53 projects into the 9 Tidy 
Towns category groupings for ease of future reference. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit 
and the contents of the application form which is reasonably concise at 44 pages long - well done. The text inserted 
on the form and the numbering system for the projects makes the form quite easy to read.

•    The adjudicator arrived in Bantry on a Friday morning when the Bantry Market was in full swing and the 
town was a hive of activity. The Central Plaza area was visited and the adjudicator admired the overall presentation 
of the paving and features in this area including the new picnic benches and planting beds. The bed containing the 
shrub roses and lavender which were in full flower was particularly pleasing. It was not possible to get a real sense 
of the overall design of the Plaza, as the important civic space in Bantry or the surrounding streetscape, because 
the market stalls and traffic restricted views somewhat. It was enjoyable however, to quickly browse around and see 
all the very interesting items on sale. A number of the trees planted on the Plaza area have not established very 
well, perhaps due to coastal exposure and consideration should be given to replacing these with a more suitable 
species, perhaps on the phased basis over the coming years. The adjudicator admired the seating area and 
wonderfully planted and presented corner site adjacent to St. Brendan's Church - the African daisies 
(Osteospermums) were particularly eye-catching here. The ongoing roadworks are having an impact on the overall 
presentation of the town. However, the disruption will be worth it in the end, when the full benefits of the 
improvement works are realised. 
•    On a walkabout of the town, it was noted that many of the commercial and residential properties 
addressing the street were presented to a very good standard, adding to the overall character of the town’s 
streetscape. The enclosed outdoor dining and seating areas did not detract unduly from the general ambience. It is 
a pity however, that there are still some areas of largely unoccupied buildings and dwellings in the town, given the 
current housing crisis. The adjudicator is aware that your committee is making great efforts to ensure these private 
sites are kept as presentable as possible. 
•    On some streets such as New Street, William Street, and Main Street overground cables and poles 
dominate the streetscape and one wonders whether there are plans to underground these in the future. Recent 
footpath upgrade works have been carried out in this area and perhaps ducting has been installed as part of these 
works to facilitate future cabling and undergrounding works? The condition of road surfaces in a number of areas in 
the centre of the town is less than ideal.
•    The adjudicator was very impressed with the presentation of residential/commercial properties along 
Glengarriff Road and fronting Bridge Street (amongst others) which face the public library building. The planting 
boxes attached to the railing at Bridge Street, the fresh painting of the low wall and water pump here were also 
greatly admired. The adjudicator noted the new library building which is a very imposing modernist concrete design 
located adjacent to a millstream, which is surrounded by attractive well-constructed natural stone walls. The large 
millwheel turns constantly here, using the power of only a trickle of water diverted from the stream. Perhaps in the 
future it may be possible to develop a small micro - Hydro power generation project, to supply renewable electricity 
to the adjoining Library Building?
•    St Finbar's Church was found to be very well presented with good signage providing information to the 
public on the history of this important historic building. The maintenance of the grounds was excellent, but perhaps 
consider reserving some areas of the grass as meadows to encourage pollinators.  
•     The Garryvurcha cemetery was visited and the plaque dedicated to Ellen Hutchins erected on the old 
Church building was noted. It is not clear from the plaque whether Ellen Hutchins is actually interred in the 
cemetery? The adjudicator was pleased to see the extensive natural vegetation thriving in the cemetery and the 
non-use of herbicides. However, some of the pathways are now blocked with overhanging vegetation and they are 
in need of additional maintenance work. Restoration works are also needed in relation to some of the large burial 
vault structures which are deteriorating in places. The steel gate at the entrance to the cemetery also needs to be 
restored and painted. 
•    The adjudicator called to the SuperValu supermarket car park. The quality of finish of the car park and 
landscaping here was excellent. There is an old stone building located close to the main supermarket building which 
might be considered for future restoration for commercial use or alternatively – a new Bantry Tidy Towns 
headquarters?
•    Bantry Tidy Towns has supported and/or carried out a wide range of important and interesting projects 
under this category this year broken down under the main headings of buildings and public spaces. 
•    Under Buildings your committee organises a ‘Best Presented Business’ award through which the high 
standard of business presentation in the town is maintained. Well done to the owners of the Craft Shop, Glengarriff 
Road, on their success in last year’s competition. Your interest in getting buildings in need of cleaning and painting 
dealt with has ensured the visual presentation of the streetscape is not diminished over time. It is good to note that 
the owners of Bantry House have secured funding for essential repairs to this very significant property and tourist 
attraction in your town. You have also been very innovative in dealing with the blight of derelict properties through 
the use of attractive and artistic murals and painting schemes.
•    Under public spaces you have made great strides in improving the amount of public seating in the town, 
the provision for outdoor dining during and after Covid, and works carried out on Garryvurcha Cemetery in 
conjunction with Bantry Historical Society. The development of heritage walking trails and blueways, improving the 
age-friendly attributes of the town in association with Cork County Council, upgrading car-parks and roads, floral 
displays and fairy trails have also been progressed. The power washing and cleaning of the paving at the Plaza has 
a hugely beneficial visual impact each year, as evidenced by your ‘before and after’ photos.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:



displays and fairy trails have also been progressed. The power washing and cleaning of the paving at the Plaza has 
a hugely beneficial visual impact each year, as evidenced by your ‘before and after’ photos.

•    Some recent enhancements to the Peace Park on the Glengarriff Road have been carried out under this 
category including the re-weaving of a willow tunnel, replanting of the Maze, installation of adult exercise equipment 
funded by the Sports Capital Programme, daffodil bulb plantings and a general transition in the park to a more 
pollinator friendly grass cutting regime. The adjudicator visited the Peace Garden and it was great to see all the 
pollinator friendly planting beds establishing well and the variety of trees planted, including the impressive willow 
tunnel. The screen planting, provided on the boundary of the site where it adjoins the builders yard is establishing 
well and hopefully this property can be fully screened from view in the not-too-distant future. The shrub planting 
installed at the circular Maze feature seems to be struggling to establish and this may be because of poor soil or 
growing conditions. You may have to think about the overall suitability of this feature in the future, as it may take a 
very long time for the hedge plants to properly establish. The overall standard of maintenance of the park was good. 
Because of the Bantry market taking place at the time of inspection, the number of park users was quite low. There 
is a plot of ground to the rear of the park which could provide a suitable option for a park extension, as one feels the 
park is quite small for all the future needs of the town.
•    Reducing reliance on annual bedding schemes for your floral displays is an important initiative you have 
implemented over the years. Colourful perennial and pollinator friendly plants e.g. Alstroemeria spp. can be used to 
very good effect as an alternative to the flamboyant but labour/water/energy-intensive and sterile annual floral 
displays, using Begonias and Petunias etc.

•    The adjudicator is impressed that you have a total of 15 different exciting projects under this category 
ranging from native tree planting at the Peace Park to the great news that Lidl has designated its Bantry Store as 
one of the 5 Pollinator Friendly stores located across Cork County. Your committee has fully taken on board the 
principles of best practice in managing local wildlife habitats in Bantry and the various projects outlined in your 
submission indicate a very strong community engagement and awareness of nature and biodiversity in your locality.
•    The committee may be aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been 
launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction.  
It will be great to see the Cork County Council, Bantry Pollinator Plan, implemented in due course involving reduced 
frequency mowing regimes. As well as this Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to Tidy Towns 
committees to increase the numbers of pollinators in your local area, including guides which are specific to local 
communities, farmers, councils, transport corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also 
available showing how to establish pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of 
‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage etc.
•    This year the AIPP is focussed on gathering survey data to assess the impact of all the good work groups 
such as the Tidy Towns are carrying out across the country e.g., at the Peace Park. The National Biodiversity Data 
Centre has developed a new app to make this survey work easy for groups through the use of ‘Fit Counts’. FIT 
stands for ‘Flower-Insect Timed Count’. FIT Counts are very simple and are a very useful tool for TT groups to 
measure change in their local biodiversity, especially when they have taken action already for pollinators. By 
carrying out FIT Counts throughout the year and across future years, it will help track the impact of your actions on 
insect numbers and diversity as well as providing important data for the National Biodiversity Data Centre 
(biodiversityireland.ie). It would be good to get local schools involved in these counts. Please follow this link for 
further information Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre 
(biodiversityireland.ie)

•    The sowing of wildflower seed has become very popular with Tidy Towns committees in recent years. 
However, this may not be the best course of action as some of the ‘wildflower’ seed is imported and may contain 
invasive species. The preferred approach is the ‘Don’t Sow let it Grow’ principle. In other words, where there is a 
bare patch of ground or grassed areas let the seed/plants occurring naturally in the soil/sward develop and mature 
as this will have the best ecologically sound result. The removal of clippings at the end of the season with 
appropriate machinery will impoverish the soil encouraging greater species diversity. More information on this and 
other items under this category can be found in the updated Tidy Towns Handbook.

•    You continue to support the principle of reduce, re-use, recycle in all your activities and have advocated for 
greater sustainability in the context of the operation of local businesses and the actions of the local community. It is 
good to see those businesses such as Organico and Super-Valu continue to offer refill options for an 
ever-increasing range of their products. 
•    Water conservation is an important topic under this category and you have been proactive in purchasing a 
water bowser to assist in the watering of plantings and floral displays located around the town, during the summer 
months. It is noted that the water used is being drawn from a local river. Perhaps in the future this could be sourced 
from a rainwater harvesting facility located nearby. Is there a large roof-space in the area which could be used as a 
source of water for this purpose? 
•    You have also organized as number of very worthwhile sustainability awareness raising events during the 
year under the Conscious Communities programme, in accordance with the Climate Action goals and have 
introduced and supported local initiatives such as the composting of coffee grounds, re-usable coffee cups, planting 
of pollinator-friendly perennials and discontinuing the use of pesticides etc. You are making good strides in this 
aspect of the competition and it is good to note that you are focusing on the relevant UN Sustainable Development 
Goals, as a guide to all of your actions.
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Bantry Tidy Towns Committee for the future under this category, 
which is in keeping with the Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of small electric 
microgeneration schemes for Wind, Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local Authority and these may also 
attract suitable SEAI or Leader funding. The ‘Millwheel hydro project’ at the library as suggested above could be a 
project suitable for an application for funding by the SEAI or Leader.
•    You might look at the overall availability of public e-car charge points and bicycle parking facilities in the 
town, and where there are deficiencies, suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term. 
It is noted that there are already public charge points located at the entrance to a car park, on the N71 approach to 
the town.
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/
https://www.codema.ie/sec
•    The ongoing management of rainwater and floodwater in urban areas in the context of climate change is 
an important topic under this category. This is a particularly critical issue in Bantry which has suffered high-tide 
flooding in recent years. The committee should be aware of the nature-based solutions to the management of 
rainwater/floodwater and surface water run-off in urban areas, water sensitive urban design, best practice etc. A 
recent publication by the Dept. of Housing Local Government and Heritage is available and provides important 
guidance in this regard.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



•    During the past year you have undertaken a range of projects to improve the general litter situation and 
tidiness of Bantry Town. These were very numerous and ranged from your volunteers taking part in the National 
Spring Clean in conjunction with An Taisce, in February and April 2022, to supporting and working with Bantry 
Sailing Club, who organized a scrap metal collection carried out by the Cork Metal Company. Well done to those 
concerned with all these important initiatives.
•    On the day of adjudication, no issues regarding littering or tidiness in the town were noted. The bring 
centre in the vicinity of the Supervalu car park was visited and was found to be neat and tidy. Access to the bottle 
banks was somewhat restricted due to the large numbers of parked cars here.

aspect of the competition and it is good to note that you are focusing on the relevant UN Sustainable Development 
Goals, as a guide to all of your actions.
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Bantry Tidy Towns Committee for the future under this category, 
which is in keeping with the Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of small electric 
microgeneration schemes for Wind, Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local Authority and these may also 
attract suitable SEAI or Leader funding. The ‘Millwheel hydro project’ at the library as suggested above could be a 
project suitable for an application for funding by the SEAI or Leader.
•    You might look at the overall availability of public e-car charge points and bicycle parking facilities in the 
town, and where there are deficiencies, suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term. 
It is noted that there are already public charge points located at the entrance to a car park, on the N71 approach to 
the town.
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/
https://www.codema.ie/sec
•    The ongoing management of rainwater and floodwater in urban areas in the context of climate change is 
an important topic under this category. This is a particularly critical issue in Bantry which has suffered high-tide 
flooding in recent years. The committee should be aware of the nature-based solutions to the management of 
rainwater/floodwater and surface water run-off in urban areas, water sensitive urban design, best practice etc. A 
recent publication by the Dept. of Housing Local Government and Heritage is available and provides important 
guidance in this regard.

•    The Residential streets and estates in Bantry are generally presented to a very high standard. This is due 
in no small way to the annual competitions and awards for Best Estate, Best Presented Private Residence and Best 
Presented Business. The ‘before and after’ pictures showing the impact of improvement work carried out at Keys 
Rock/Rock Villas and at the Beacon Hill namestone, are particularly impressive in this regard. 
•    Well done to the CE staff member who looks after the maintenance of the children’s playground and the 
volunteer who encourages residents to paint their properties in bright colours - this adds considerably to the 
vibrancy of your town. The playground was visited and the standard of maintenance here was found to be excellent. 
The photo showing the dumping at the hospital steps is quite shocking, given the environmentally sensitive nature of 
this area and it is great that you were able to find a solution to the problem in conjunction with the Council’s 
Environmental Awareness Officer. The adjudicator tried to find the exact location of the previous dumping and 
identified a rock ravine which was happily completely clear of litter.

•    The major infrastructure works currently underway on the Glengarriff approach road to Bantry meant that 
this section of road could not really be fully assessed – this will not be possible until all the improvement works here 
are completed. The adjudicator spent some time stuck in a traffic tailback but happily was able to admire the 10 no. 
new planters installed at Newtown. For the future it would be good to consider replacing these tubs with trees 
planted in the ground as the trees will need less maintenance and will have a greater longer term visual impact in 
terms of the overall approach to the town. 
•    The approach road from Drimoleague which has recently been upgraded is well presented. The work of the 
TUS and CE workers clearing footpaths here has made a significant improvement for pedestrians. Your approach to 
the maintenance of the Sea Garden area is considered very appropriate and the sea thrift is a particularly attractive 
planting feature here. The adjudicator called to the lay-by and was very impressed with the overall presentation of 
this area. The swathes of sea thrift in full flower were a delight. The very informative historical signage and 
wonderful piece of limestone sculpture of the Seal and its pup, with the backdrop of stunning views across Bantry 
Bay, really enhanced this approach to the town. 
•    In coastal towns the use of old boats for floral displays works well and the boat display on the Glengarriff 
Road is no exception. The appearance of the environs of the boat is not ideal and if possible, perhaps the boat 
could be relocated to a prominent more visually appealing site nearby.
•    The cleaning of the stonework on the old stone bridge supports has improved the appearance of these 
structures greatly and one wonders are there plans to establish a greenway along the route of the Old West Cork 
Railway in the future? It is good to note that your TUS and CE staff ensure the presentation of roadside margins on 
the approaches to the town are kept to a high standard. It should be remembered that normally only a 2-3 m wide 
strip along the road edge needs to be closely mown and the remainder can be retained as a wildflower meadow. 
The wildflowers and Oxeye daisies on the roadside margins along the approach from Drimoleague were greatly 
admired.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



admired.

Congratulations on being selected for a second adjudication.  It had been some years since we visited Bantry, but 
this was our first time as adjudicators. Our first impression was that the square which was completed in 1966 gives 
a great sense of arrival.  The majestic statue of Theobald Wolfe Tone which stands proudly overlooking Wolfe Tone 
Square and the statue of St Brendan with arms outstretched are two very important focal points in the square.  We 
note that it was formerly a silted corner of the estuary and when filled, it was converted to a major feature.  The 
paving is superb, and the various sections have particular interest, especially the fountains.  Floral displays were 
interesting; instead of the usual Petunias or Begonias, they were a mixture of other plants that will favour pollinators. 
This is a difficult place for many materials – the covers around the floodlights are quite rusty. The wind, especially in 
winter is very hard on trees – which is probably the main reason why the whitebeams growing near the coastal end 
look so bad.  Replacing these trees with the same species as you have done is not going to work. They will never 
be much good because they are not suitable for this highly exposed location. Lime trees near the Wolfe Tone statue 
have survived much better and no doubt the fact that they are further back from the shore must have helped.  
However, their success is now a problem because they need maintenance.  In some cases, the original supporting 
stakes are still beside the tree stem in behind the tree guard.  Out of sight (for some) in this case means out of mind.  
The stems of these trees are now being damaged by the tree guards which were intended to protect them.  We 
advise that an arborist be engaged to advise on the next steps in the formative pruning of these trees and the 
removal of the tree guards.  Regarding the other specimens closer to the sea, we suggest that they be removed and 
be replaced by a different species that will survive these conditions.  You don’t have to look far to know which 
species to use – a glance over towards the church will reveal a healthy specimen of sycamore – one of the best 
trees for coastal conditions.  So, talk with the arborist and ask him/her to choose a cultivar of sycamore (Acer 
pseudoplatanus) for this space.  Beside the established sycamore, we noted an oak tree (planted in 2016) and a 
sign attached to the tree guard for the 50th anniversary of the NFA (IFA) walk from Bantry to Government buildings. 
The sign (which makes no reference to the oak tree where it is placed) is fine, but the tree guard is weak and not 
needed anymore.  We suggest that this feature be revisited for a re-design and when doing so, remove the tree 
guard – and please mention something about the oak tree. Some small amounts of litter were present here and 
there, and weeds were growing in a few places which did not get footfall, for example, near the defibrillator.  We 
enjoyed reading about the history of Bantry on several information panels around the square and elsewhere.  It is a 
wonderful history. Some of the signs near the estuary are faded and are difficult to read, so no doubt they are on 
your list for renewal.  The modern SuperValu shopping centre further down the pier looks very well and 
congratulations to them for the landscaped car park with Sorbus trees and some shrubs – the yellow flowers of 
Rudbeckia were a delight; Agapanthus were almost finished flowering. We were very impressed with the low stone 
wall boundary of the car park and closer to the town, the taller stone walls which appear to enclose a Council depot 
facility. Recycling bank containers are lined up outside the tall wall and while they were clean and tidy, we suggest 
that they are not visually pleasing and therefore a more suitable and less conspicuous location would be better for 
Bantry.  Now that people are accustomed to using them, they will find them wherever that are located. The 3-storey 
houses with a name ‘Harbour View’ are delightful because of their size and colours (blue, green, red and white).  It 
is a pity that the new building complex on the other side of the estuary do not match them, but then, they are more 
modern.   We went up the hill by the side of Marino Church and found the area quite different.  It is a little untidy in 
several ways - the finger post sign for the Customs and Excise is very difficult to read and the road surface is in a 
bad condition. We also saw Japanese knotweed growing there. Going the other way, we found a fine Tourist Office 
and then we walked around the busy New Street, Main Street, Bridge Street and Chapel Street.  It was great to see 
the shops were busy and there were so many dining places out onto the street – a product of the Covid Pandemic. 
On top of the hill, we admired the unusual new Library building which has space age elements in its design.  In front 
of that we gazed at the mill wheel and read about Patrick H Nugent’s brainwave which used the powerful stream 
flowing through the town and provided electricity for 25 years.  On our return journey, we read about Godson’s Folly. 
We travelled out the Glengariff Road and saw the children’s playground beside the Bantry Blues GAA club 
sportsgrounds. We also saw some examples of the ‘Don’t mow, let it grow’ schemes with wildflowers. On the way 
back, we called into the Bantry Peace Park which was declared a ‘Nuclear Free Zone’ on the 11th August 1986.  It 
is a nice little park which won an award in 2003 and has a range of facilities including the pergola which was added 
this year. The small pathways around the central circle - with compass points - was built with stone and look well. 
Some maintenance is needed here as weeds are coming through the stones and the golden privet hedge needs 
clipping. Well done to the Tidy Town team and its supporters for working so hard to keep Bantry looking its best.

Second Round Adjudication:

Concluding Remarks:

The visit to your town on Market Day was indeed a very pleasant experience and it is clear that as a group you have 
strived for continuous improvement and development of the town and surrounding area. Your collaborative 
approach to driving progress and securing funding, in conjunction with other partner organisations, is paying 
dividends and you are wished well with all your future endeavours.


