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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
 Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
Ballylickey Béal Átha Leice, a small village with a population of under 200 people – has entered the competition for 
26 years and has a committee of 4 members with support of another 12 volunteers.
•    The committee organises 10 meetings per year with 1 AGM.
•    Support is received from homeowners and local residents, Cork Country Council, the Department of Social 
Protection (Community Employment), St Colum’s GAA club and local businesses.
•    Facebook, Email and Whatsapp are used for communications. 
•    The voluntary work undertaken by Ballylickey Tidy Towns has improved the community’s sense of pride 
and has motivated individual households and businesses to make the extra effort to look after the local area. The 
development and maintenance of your natural amenities at Snave Pier and Beach have created important 
recreational assets and outlets for the local community. 

There was no map provided with your Entry Form? It is always good to include a map showing the locations where 
work has been carried out in the previous year. This facilitates the overall Tidy Towns assessment process.
The quality of the application form was good with the use of bold text to highlight specific points. It would be good to 
include some photos on the form, highlighting the projects carried out over the previous year.  The adjudicator’s 
assessment is based on a recent site visit and the contents of the application form, which is suitably concise at 12 
pages long - well done. The text inserted on the form was also easy to read.
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•    The adjudicator called to Ballylickey on a sunny afternoon in July. The commercial premises in the village 
located at Cronin’s Homevalue Hardware and Garage and Ouvane Falls/Oscar’s Café were found to be very neat 
and tidy and were a hive of activity with large numbers of passing visitors availing of the services in each case.
•    The 5 arched bridge over the River Owvane (Abha Mheáin) is a beautiful structure which unfortunately is 
not easily seen from the road. Perhaps there is a possibility to provide improved access to the river area here and 
this could have significant future amenity potential for visitors and local residents. 
•    The presentation of individual properties and gardens in the village creates a sense of a place which is 
cared for collectively by the local community and local residents are commended for all their hard work in this 
regard.
•    The new footpath and hand rail providing access to the Snave Beach amenity area was positively noted 
and no doubt this has transformed this important local amenity.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

286

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

34

36

44

23

11

63

34

36

281

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 286

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

11/07/2022

 



•    The new footpath and hand rail providing access to the Snave Beach amenity area was positively noted 
and no doubt this has transformed this important local amenity.

•    An important feature of the village is the very high, raked stone retaining wall located adjacent to the main 
road junction in the village. This is adorned with attractive timber barrel floral displays, which enhance the road 
environs here. The nearby perennial planting scheme, with beautiful blue flowering Agapanthus, also enhances this 
area, although recent construction works has resulted in damaged timber sleepers and concrete marker posts, 
which are in need of a general tidy up.
•    Reducing reliance on your annual bedding schemes for your floral displays e.g., along the bridge railings 
and on the stone retaining wall is an important initiative for you to consider under this category for the future. 
Colourful perennial and pollinator friendly plants e.g., Alstroemeria spp. can be used to very good effect as an 
alternative to the flamboyant but energy, labour and water intensive annual displays such as Begonias and 
Petunias.

•    Your committee demonstrates an appreciation for the need to protect and respect local natural habitats, 
coastal features and waterways in your area, which form part of your maintenance and development work 
schedules. Arrangements for roadside hedge cutting ensures that this work is carried out between the months of 
October and March to protect nesting birds. It is also noted that to facilitate roadside pedestrian traffic (to and from 
amenity areas), the roadside verges are trimmed during the summer months. However, this cutting is kept to a 
minimum, with a strip of the verge uncut left to encourage improved biodiversity.

•    The adjudicator notes that tidiness and litter control continue to remain the responsibility of the local 
residents and business owners, who are active in litter picking and presenting their homes and properties to a good 
standard. 
•    Well done to the community employment staff who are invaluable in keeping the areas in the village tidy 
and litter free, particularly during the summer months, when the local population increases significantly. You also 
organise a community clean-up which takes place in the Spring, with the support of KWD recycling facility. 
•    On the day of adjudication there were no issues with regard to litter or tidiness identified in the village of 
Ballylickey – well done.

•    It was noted that the Flower boxes at Ballylickey Bridge have been replaced with self-watering containers 
resulting in a less frequent need to water the plants. This is a good initiative. However perhaps you might consider 
in the future, removing these boxes from the bridge altogether or alternatively planting permanent pollinator friendly 
planting, which will not require significant future maintenance inputs. The painting the bridge parapet railings here 
might also be considered.
•    It is noted positively that grass cutting and hedge trimming in the village is kept to a minimum and picnic 
tables are repaired or replaced with recycled furniture, as has been provided on Snave Beach.

•    During the inspection of the village, it was noted that household boundaries, gables and gardens are 
maintained and presented to a very high standard by the respective homeowners.
•    Derelict buildings did not appear to be a major issue in the area, but it is good that you have decided to 
allow the nearby natural flora to develop, which reduces any negative impact created, when such areas are viewed 
from the public road.

•    The overall standard of road signage in the environs of Ballylickey village was found to be very good. All 
signs were clean and well maintained.
•    The adjudicator particularly admired the well-tended roadside margins on the approaches to the village, 
which are adorned with attractive hedgerow boundaries, nicely shaped shrub plantings and in some cases very 
beautiful blue flowering Hydrangeas. 
•    We wish you well in your future negotiations with Cork Country Council and the NRA in relation to the 
installation of a cycle lane along N71 through Ballylickey, together with pedestrian signage and it is good to read 
that funding has now been granted for a footpath linking the Eagle Point caravan site to Ballylickey bridge.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The work carried out each year by Ballylickey Tidy Towns Association has clearly resulted in many more people 
taking pride in the presentation of their village. This improved community spirit can be progressively built upon in the 
future and you are wished the best of luck in this year’s competition.




