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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
Ballinspittle Béal Átha an Spidéil, a mid-sized village with a population of less than 1000 people – has entered the 
competition for many years and has a committee of 5 members with support of another 20 volunteers.
•    You have a new committee which meets on the first Monday of every month and you host meetings for the 
entire community on a bi-monthly basis. Individual volunteers in the community work on their own initiative on a 
weekly basis.
•    Support is received from Cork County Council, Centra, Leafling refill shop, Wild restaurant, Ena’s hair 
salon and Barryroe cooperative.
•    You communicate with the public via your Facebook page, announcements at Mass and the local 
newsletter and you are working on erecting a village notice board. 
•    You have plans to engage with the local school to help raise awareness about the work of the Tidy Towns. 
There are also parents on the committee who also are in the PTA in the school and they will make Tidy Towns 
announcements on the school app. Last year there was a wildflower garden completed in the school with the help of 
Tidy Towns.
•    The voluntary work undertaken by Ballinspittle Tidy Towns helps to integrate new residents to the area into 
the community. It is also noted that you aim to make Ballinspittle the nicest village in Ireland -a worthy objective.

The coloured aerial photograph provided with your Entry Form showing the main features of the village was of good 
quality. For future years it would be better however, to provide an aerial photograph or map of the village, showing 
the location and precise description of all the various projects completed over the last year, with a legend on the 
map listing all of these. This makes it easier for the adjudicator to navigate around the village and aids the 
assessment process.

The quality of the application form was good. It is always beneficial to include photos highlighting projects carried 
out under each category. The 3-year Tidy Towns plan has been noted – it would be good to include some specific 
target dates on the plan. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and the contents of the 
application form, which is suitably concise at 18 pages long - well done. The text inserted on the form is also quite 
easy to read. The use of bullet points will however, help to distinguish the text that you add to the form, from the text 
already provided on the form and this should be considered for future years.
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•    Ballinspittle’s Main Street is a gem and you are very fortunate that a lot of your shop fronts still have some 
of their original features. It is noted that the well-presented window displays attract visitors from far and near and 
your village is well known for its well-maintained colourful houses and attractive floral displays. 
•    The adjudicator called to Ballinspittle on a cloudy morning in July. Ballinspittle has a very attractive 
streetscape and indeed has the potential to become the ‘most beautiful village in Ireland’. The visit commenced at 
the beautiful paved area located opposite the Centra Shop. The natural stone paving here, attractive planters, and 
bicycle parking facilities were all greatly admired. The overall quality of the streetscape here is superb, enhanced by 
wonderful shopfronts and window displays at a number of business premises including the Wild Restaurant, 
Leafling, Diva Bakery, Ena’s Hair Salon, Olga’s Own, Chalk & Easel and Hurley’s.
•    It was however, disappointing to see so many cars parked on the paved area-efforts should be made to 
restrict the use of this area to pedestrians only and perhaps a tastefully designed outdoor dining area could be 
provided for nearby premises. Consider in the future, in consultation with local businesses and the County Council, 
installing natural stone bollards or suitable tree planting around the perimeter of this space to prevent vehicle 
access. Perhaps there is a possibility to provide off-street parking on another site near the village?
•    The Riverside Terrace area looked very well with an attractive line of Lime trees situated along the road 
and superbly presented gardens and well cared for homes. There is a dead tree stump opposite the Terrace at the 
Dunlop Tyre Centre premises which does not enhance this area – consider its removal or perhaps create a 
chainsaw sculpture here. The adjoining area could, subject to agreement, be developed as a small village park 
along the stream.
•    It would be desirable to provide a walkway or blueway with seating along the beautiful stream near the 
entrance to Lissoran Estate, to ensure universal all year-round access is provided here. This could eventually be 
developed as a nature park for the village. The yellow railings on the stone bridge do not enhance the bridge or road 
environs and a more suitable colour for these might be considered.
•    The provision of additional tree planting in the planted area backing onto the stream, in the vicinity of the 
Barryroe Co-Op premises, would help mitigate the impact of the large industrial buildings in this area.
•    The Ballinspittle Grotto area was visited and the adjudicator greatly admired the overall presentation of this 
site. The brightly coloured and freshly painted walls and piers, neatly clipped hedging, well maintained grass bank 
and superbly landscaped embankment at the Grotto, were all positively noted.
•    The Ballinspittle National School was visited and the adjudicator particularly admired the new wildflower 
meadow provided in conjunction with Ballinspittle Tidy Towns. The trees situated along the school boundary 
enhanced the overall presentation here. The boundary wall in this area could be freshened up with paint and the 
gate has deteriorated in condition and will need to be replaced in the near future.
•    It is noted that this year you intend to create a feature ‘bird and bee garden’ near the centre of the village. 
You also plan to place a fairy village there called “Fairy-spittle” and plan to have a solar lighting installed. New 
signage for the village is planned showing the location of car-parking, the park area and places to eat and get fuel. 
We wish you well with your endeavours in this regard.

•    The adjudicator called to the site of the Playground which is one of the best quality facilities seen by this 
adjudicator on the various travels this year. The people of Ballinspittle can be duly proud of this wonderful amenity. 
The boat planted with floral displays located near the car park area was positively noted.
•    The Courcy GAA grounds were visited and this is also a wonderful sports and recreational amenity for the 
residents of Ballinspittle. The entrance to this property is suitably landscaped and very well maintained.
•    Reducing reliance further on annual bedding schemes for your floral displays is an important initiative for 
your committee to consider in future years. Colourful perennial and pollinator friendly plants e.g. Alstroemeria spp. 
can be used to very good effect as an alternative to the flamboyant but labour/water/energy-intensive annuals such 
as Begonias and Petunias.

•    It is noted that there are different habitats located in the vicinity of Ballinspittle, which are important with 
regard to nature and biodiversity, including areas of woodland, river and marshland and beach habitats. As a new 
committee your aim is to improve your overall knowledge of local wildlife and natural areas. The areas near the river 
have been left undisturbed to encourage biodiversity and you have installed a variety of bird boxes and bee hotels. 
There are plans to meet with local farmers to ensure the quality of your rivers are at the forefront of everyone’s mind 
and you hope to engage with local biodiversity groups and attend relevant courses in this area. 
•    Your committee is no doubt aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been 
launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction. 
As well as this Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to Tidy Towns committees to increase the 
numbers of pollinators in your local area, including guides which are specific to local communities, farmers, councils, 
transport corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also available showing how to 
establish pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage 
etc. 
•    This year the AIPP is focussed on gathering survey data to assess the impact of all the good work groups 
such as the Tidy Towns are carrying out across the country e.g, along the village stream The National Biodiversity 
Data Centre has developed a new app to make this survey work easy for groups through the use of ‘Fit Counts’. FIT 
stands for ‘Flower-Insect Timed Count’. FIT Counts are very simple and useful tool for TT groups to measure 
change in their local biodiversity, especially when they have taken action already for pollinators. By carrying out FIT 
Counts throughout the year and across future years, it will help track the impact of your actions on insect numbers 
and diversity as well as providing important data for the National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie). It 
would be good to get local schools involved in these counts. Please follow this link for further information 
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



and diversity as well as providing important data for the National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie). It 
would be good to get local schools involved in these counts. Please follow this link for further information 
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

•    You are fortunate that Ballinspittle generally does not have a litter problem. Your big Spring Clean was 
successful and a Family Summer Clean Day was held in June, with all the residents involved, young and old. The 
recycling facility in the village is planned for expansion and you are also proposing to install new litter bins in the 
village. Monthly clean ups of designated areas are also planned. 
•    On the day of adjudication, the village area was found to be largely litter free - well done.

•    As a new committee, your main focus this year is on sustainability and you are fortunate that local 
businesses also have a strong ethos in this regard, such as sourcing produce locally and implementing zero 
waste/chemical free policies. It is good to note that you are harvesting rainwater and the water butt installed is used 
for watering all the plants in the village. You have also repaired/recycled old planters, hanging baskets and 
wheelbarrows for planting.
•    When considering new projects under this category it is worthwhile first of all considering how the proposed 
project will align with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The information provided in the Tidy Towns 
newsletters is very informative in this regard.
•    You might in the future consider installing a community composter in the village. These are useful and 
provide a quantity of mulch to use on your planted areas, which will ensure rapid establishment of the plantings.
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Ballinspittle Tidy Towns for the future under this category, which is 
in keeping with the Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of small electric microgeneration 
schemes for Wind, Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local Authority - these may also attract suitable SEAI or 
Leader funding. 
•    You might look at the provision of public e-car charge points and additional bicycle parking facilities in the 
village, and where there are deficiencies, suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short 
term.
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/https://www.codema.ie/sec

•    The beautifully coloured terraced houses on Ballinspittle Main Street are an important feature of the village 
and the gardens were well-presented. In relation to the two housing estates in the village, you are taking steps to 
get the residents in these estates involved this year in Tidy Towns. The erection of new uniform signage will be 
important in helping to ensure everything is easily identifiable within the village environs. 
•    The adjudicator called to the Lissoran Estate, which is an attractive development of two storey houses with 
appealing stone walls and tree planting enhancing the estate entrance. The provision of direct access to the 
walkway along the nearby stream could be considered for the future.
•    The un-named housing development near the Courcy GAA grounds was visited. This is a well-presented 
estate with two storey dwellings and attractive natural stone fronted facades. Tree planting enhances the open 
space areas here. Consider providing natural hedgerow planting along the steel boundary fence, located to the rear 
of this estate.

•    It is noted that the installation of new signage and maintenance of approaches to Ballinspittle is one of the 
new committee’s main focuses this year. You are in the process of getting a new welcome signage which will add to 
the approaches to the village
•    A major feature of the approach to Ballinspittle is the Grotto area which is maintained to a high standard. 
The approach from the Grotto to the village is characterized by very attractive natural vegetation along roadside 
boundaries, which greatly enhances this approach to the village.
•    The approach to the village from the Clonakilty/Timoleague direction is dominated by the Garretstown 
Woods forest and recreational area and this approach is also enhanced with superbly presented private homes and 
gardens adjoining the road.
•    Quite a number of Speed Limit and fingerpost road signage in Ballinspittle were found to need cleaning 
and this is an important item for you to address, in consultation with Cork County Council in the future.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The adjudicator enjoyed the walkabout in Ballinspittle village and the positive impact of Tidy Towns activities was 
evident throughout. The village has very good potential to progress well in the competition and with the new 
committee in place, there can be a renewed focus on presenting the village to the highest possible standard. We 
wish you well with your future endeavours and hope you found the comments in this report helpful.




