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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
 Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck...
•    Ballineen & Enniskeane  Béal Átha Fhínghín agus Inis Céin, a community of two medium sized villages 
joined along a main road the R586 with a total population of 692 people – has entered the competition for 61 years 
and has a committee of 10 members with support of another 6 regular volunteers, plus members of other 
community organizations who assist with designated projects.
•    The Ballineen & Enniskeane Tidy Towns Association’s motto is Ní neart go Cur le Chéile and the 
committee meets monthly and work evenings are held on two or three nights per week, from April – October.  There 
is a daily litter-picking arrangement and work evenings are convened during the winter, where this is deemed 
appropriate.  
•    Support is received from a very wide range of different national and local agencies/businesses and 
individuals which are too numerous to mention.
•    You communicate with the local community and businesses through social media (Facebook), print media 
such as the Southern Star, the Echo, the Opinion, Parish Bulletin, public meetings, emails to various businesses 
and organizations. It is noted that you are currently in the process of constructing a website, which will be in place in 
the coming months.
•    There is strong engagement with local schools such as St Mary’s Central School and Ballymoney National 
School and you liaise with post-primary schools in nearby towns regarding the Gaisce President’s Award. Your 
committee also works with students/young people from Kinsale College and the Foróige group who participate in 
specific Tidy Towns projects.
•    It is heartening to note that the voluntary work undertaken by Ballineen & Enniskeane Tidy Towns 
Association has instilled a great sense of pride in the entire community and the involvement in the competition has 
created a meaningful desire for investment in the holistic and sustainable future of both villages. The level of 
community spirit and pride in community is tangible in the community of Ballineen and Enniskeane, as evidenced by 
the many wonderful, organised community events.   
The coloured area map provided with your Entry Form is of excellent quality and was very important in facilitating 
the judging of your twin villages. The projects carried out during the year and the items/features of interest in both 
villages are clearly marked. A numbered legend is included at the bottom of the map. The map facilitated easy 
navigation on site and was very helpful to the adjudicator - well done. 
Thank you for the adjudicator Welcome Letter which was much appreciated. The quality of the application form is 
excellent and the ‘before and after’ photos highlighting the various projects carried out were very informative. Some 
of the photos e.g., the Damsel Fly are of stunning quality. The 5-year Plan is very comprehensive and we wish you 
well with its continued implementation. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and the contents 
of the application form, which with a total of 62 pages, is considered slightly too long. For next year it would be good 
to try and reduce the overall number of pages on the form by a third, as this facilitates the adjudication process. The 
text and font inserted on the form (Tahoma 12 pt.) is clear and easy to read. The ‘unique selling point’ annotations 
inserted over specific projects is a good idea.

41

39

29

57

17

35

36

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

297

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

41

39

37

27

15

55

34

35

283

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 297

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Mark

Awarded 2022

15/07/2022

 



excellent and the ‘before and after’ photos highlighting the various projects carried out were very informative. Some 
of the photos e.g., the Damsel Fly are of stunning quality. The 5-year Plan is very comprehensive and we wish you 
well with its continued implementation. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and the contents 
of the application form, which with a total of 62 pages, is considered slightly too long. For next year it would be good 
to try and reduce the overall number of pages on the form by a third, as this facilitates the adjudication process. The 
text and font inserted on the form (Tahoma 12 pt.) is clear and easy to read. The ‘unique selling point’ annotations 
inserted over specific projects is a good idea.

•    The adjudicator notes very positively your emphasis on the use of Gaeilge and bilingualism on your public 
signs throughout both villages, which is a cornerstone of your ethos - for example on your Heritage Trail where all 
information is presented bilingually. It is pleasing to read also that it is your intention to consult with the housing 
estate residents on the provision of bilingual nameplates for their local estates.
•    You mention in your entry form a wide range of projects under this category which have had a significant 
impact on the streetscape and public spaces in the villages, such as the improvement works at Ballineen 
Courthouse, Heritage Trail, the Replica West Cork Railway Train, walkway and improved accessibility at the 
Riverside Garden, floral displays at shop/house fronts, a piece of sculpture and paving at An Garraí, strategically 
placed new seating/planters, mural of historical relevance on a community wall, provision for outdoor dining, and the 
installation of new footpaths. Very well done to all those involved with these wonderful projects.
•    The twin villages of Ballineen and Enniskean were visited on a warm sunny morning in July. Co-incidentally 
on the same day, the Tidy Towns volunteers were collecting donations outside the Centra Shop in Ballineen. 
•    Overall, the streetscapes of both Ballineen and Enniskean are very attractively presented with many 
colourful well designed and painted commercial/residential buildings, enhanced with suitable floral displays. The 
single-story colourful dwellings situated along the Enniskean Main Street particularly caught the eye. In Ballineen 
there are very attractive heritage properties located in the vicinity of the pedestrian crossing, which are impacted 
some extent by a number of dead trees and it would be good to remove these trees in the near future. 
•    The first stop on the visit was the wonderful Riverside Garden. The butterfly and pollinator friendly 
plantings with a strong emphasis on protecting biodiversity were greatly admired, as were the impressive views 
towards the 10-arched stone river bridge located nearby. 
•    Ballymoney National School Premises were visited and the triangular lavender bed here, which was in full 
flower and together with the nearby horse chestnut tree, added to the attractiveness and overall presentation of this 
area. The Parish Centre building was also greatly admired, as was the neat and tidy entrance to the school.
•    The area in front of the old Court House was noted for the new paving scheme, stone seating and 
information signs which have been installed at this location -well done to all concerned with this project. Perhaps in 
the future it would be good to carefully remove more of the ivy from the building to prevent any further damage and 
to expose more of the structure to public view. It will be desirable to pave the remaining section of tarmacadam, as 
funds become available. Permanent planting in the bed beside the electrical junction boxes would also be a 
welcome addition here. 
•    During the visit it was noted that a significant volume of heavy traffic passes through both villages during 
the day and consideration should be given implementing a combined villages improvement scheme to make 
provision for some traffic calming, cycleways, regulation of parking, footpath widening and where possible 
permanent tree planting. Overhead wires and poles impact on the quality and tidiness of the streetscape in both 
villages and it would be desirable to underground these, if and when funds become available. 
•    The attractive stone walls on the roadside boundaries between the two villages were greatly admired. 
There is a concrete post and rail fence along the roadside here and the planting of a native hedgerow would help to 
screen this from public view. The replica train is a wonderful feature which enhances the road environs and the 
Geranium plantings here, which were in full flower, were particularly appreciated.
•    The expansive Shorten’s New Holland premises does not enhance the appearance of the roadside 
environs between the two villages and a line of tree planting along the roadside boundary, to the rear of the new 
footpath, would improve the overall presentation of these premises.
•     The adjudicator called to St Mary's GAA Club and really admired the wonderful artistic mural painted on 
the gable of the clubhouse. Well done to the two artists involved. There is a large expanse of tarmacadam reserved 
for the parking area at the club and the area would be enhanced by introducing some tree planting here and along 
the boundary walls facing the access road into the club.
•     The Church of the Immaculate Conception and adjacent burial ground was visited. This is a very imposing 
landmark building overlooking the main road with an impressive pedestrian access flanked on both sides by 
beautifully carved stone entrance piers. The Church grounds are maintained to an excellent standard. It would be 
good consider reducing the amount of grass cutting carried out, in order to establish some extra wildflower meadow 
grassland in this area.
•    The project named An Garraí was greatly admired. This an eye-catching scheme located on a very 
prominent corner in the village of Enniskean. The historic information signage, central piece of sculpture 
representing an upturned fuchsia flower in steel, new paving and seating all looked very well. The area is quite small 
and crowded and perhaps relocating the seats to the back of the site may be an option to consider. It would also be 
good to include a plaque explaining the background and meaning of the piece of sculpture.

•    The craftmanship and attention to detail associated with the works carried out at Goirtín Rua has really 
enhanced this area and all involved with this project are to be congratulated. The next project here will be to 
introduce some tree planting in the adjoining car park area! 
•    The adjudicator called to the area of open space around the old Station House and admired wide range of 
recreational facilities available here, including pitch and putt course, children's playground, tennis courts, adult 
exercise equipment and grass playing pitch. The historic mural created on the Community Centre wall is a credit to 
all those local children and young people who took part in this project. It was a pity to see that the Station building is 
falling into some disrepair and maybe there is a possibility to seek funding for future restoration works. The 
adjudicator was struck by the amount of fencing which has been erected in this general area, but not doubt this is a 
requirement to protect the safety of the general public.

•    At the Riverside Garden you have enhanced the quality of this parkland landscape with good provision for 
public seating to take advantage of the beautiful views towards the bridge and river. The new pollinator friendly 
perennial planting, which was in full flower, made a great impact as one walked along the path. The coloured 
seating made from recycled plastic looked well and the gazebo provided an attractive seating area, protected from 
the weather. One wonders whether there are plans to extend this path further along the river? The concrete post 
and rail fence located between the park and adjoining housing estate does not enhance this area and perhaps 
consider removing the fence or plant a native hedgerow along its length.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:



recreational facilities available here, including pitch and putt course, children's playground, tennis courts, adult 
exercise equipment and grass playing pitch. The historic mural created on the Community Centre wall is a credit to 
all those local children and young people who took part in this project. It was a pity to see that the Station building is 
falling into some disrepair and maybe there is a possibility to seek funding for future restoration works. The 
adjudicator was struck by the amount of fencing which has been erected in this general area, but not doubt this is a 
requirement to protect the safety of the general public.

•    At the Riverside Garden you have enhanced the quality of this parkland landscape with good provision for 
public seating to take advantage of the beautiful views towards the bridge and river. The new pollinator friendly 
perennial planting, which was in full flower, made a great impact as one walked along the path. The coloured 
seating made from recycled plastic looked well and the gazebo provided an attractive seating area, protected from 
the weather. One wonders whether there are plans to extend this path further along the river? The concrete post 
and rail fence located between the park and adjoining housing estate does not enhance this area and perhaps 
consider removing the fence or plant a native hedgerow along its length.

•    You are making good strides in relation to this aspect of the competition and the adjudicator is pleased to 
read that that you are commencing the process of compiling a Biodiversity Plan for your villages in the coming year, 
with the assistance of an ecologist. You have achieved a lot in terms of projects this year and have engaged with 
Foróige and local national schools to educate schoolchildren on the importance of biodiversity. The river and 
hedgerow biodiversity workshops also seem to have been a great success in terms of the information provided and 
Citizen Science. Rose Foley is commended for the wonderful wildlife surveys carried out in the locality. The 
pollinator friendly beds created at the Riverside Garden have established well, as have the plantings provided in the 
Church grounds. 
•    Your committee is no doubt aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been 
launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction. 
As well as this Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to Tidy Towns committees to increase the 
numbers of pollinators in your local area, including guides which are specific to local communities, farmers, councils, 
transport corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also available showing how to 
establish pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage 
etc.
•    This year the AIPP is focussed on gathering survey data to assess the impact of all the good work groups 
such as the Tidy Towns are carrying out across the country e.g., in the Riverside Garden. The National Biodiversity 
Data Centre has developed a new app to make this survey work easy for groups through the use of ‘Fit Counts’. FIT 
stands for ‘Flower-Insect Timed Count’. FIT Counts are very simple and useful tool for TT groups to measure 
change in their local biodiversity, especially when they have taken action already for pollinators. By carrying out FIT 
Counts throughout the year and across future years, it will help track the impact of your actions on insect numbers 
and diversity as well as providing important data for the National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie). It 
would be good to get your local schools involved in these counts. Please follow this link for further information 
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

•    You continue to have strong community engagement and you have organised various Spring cleans over 
the last couple of months and you endeavour to segregate all waste collected, as best you can. The involvement of 
your Foróige and GAA younger members is particularly pleasing and very well done to all the young people who 
come out to help. Cleaning along stone walls and washing roadsigns are crucially important aspects to maintaining 
a high standard of presentation in the roadside landscape and you have demonstrated a strong capability here. 
•    On the day of adjudication there were no issues to report with regard to litter or tidiness in the twin villages 
of Ballineen and Enniskean  - well done.

•    Your approach to this element of the competition is excellent and you been very active on a number of 
fronts including sustainability education/training initiatives, engagement with businesses and the farming community, 
and implementation of practical measures such as composting, rain-water harvesting, solar panels etc.  all of which 
align strongly with the requirements of the competition sustainability criteria. The adjudicator was particularly 
impressed with the Sustainable Art mural created from bottle tops at Ballymoney NS which is a beautiful work of art. 
•    When considering new projects under this category, it is worthwhile first of all considering how the 
proposed project will align with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The information provided in the Tidy Towns 
newsletters is very informative in this regard.
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Ballineen & Enniskeane Tidy Towns Association for the future 
under this category, which is in keeping with the Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of small 
electric microgeneration schemes for Wind, Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local Authority and these may 
also attract suitable SEAI or Leader funding. 
•    You might look at the provision of public e-car charge points and bicycle parking facilities in the villages, 
and where there are deficiencies, suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/https://www.codema.ie/sec

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



•    Well done to all who took part in the Creamery Road Bed enhancement scheme which has made such a 
difference to the local residents living in that area. It is noted that you have regular contact and great relations with 
the residents of the various housing estates both public and private and are always on hand to give a hand with a 
requested project.
•    The adjudicator called to a number of housing estates in Ballineen and Enniskean villages including 
Riverview Drive which has a linear open space adjoining the Riverside Park. It was noted that the open space here 
is maintained here to encourage biodiversity.
•    The Daunt Court estate was visited, which is a small infill development located near the GAA grounds. The 
stone walls at the entrance to this estate were greatly admired and it would be desirable to carry out some tree 
planting along the internal boundary walls in this estate. To avoid a neglected appearance, it is recommended to 
maintain a 2m strip of closely mown grass on the open space areas directly adjacent to the roadside kerbs. 
•    Derrigra Crescent was visited and the linear open space at the entrance here would be suitable for 
additional tree planting. The large central open space area looked very well and perhaps consider establishing 
wildflower meadows under the trees on this open space. 
•    Gort Mhuire estate is a small infill scheme of single-story terraced houses with attractive internal open 
space areas. Consider planting a natural hedgerow along the boundary fence located to the rear of this estate, 
together with some additional tree planting on the internal open space areas. The attractive floral displays at the 
entrance of this estate were positively noted.
•    Church View estate is well named as the residents here enjoy wonderful views towards the Church. The 
open spaces here are well-maintained. Consider the possibility of establishing wildflower meadows under the open 
space trees and additional planting along the internal estate boundary walls.

•    The approach to Enniskean from the Bandon direction is dominated by well-presented commercial 
premises located near the road and it would be good to consider providing additional tree planting on the grass 
margins adjoining the public road at this location.
•    The road approach towards Ballineen from the Dunmanway direction is characterised by attractive 
roadside boundaries and stone walls. There is a concrete post and rail fence along this stretch which is unsightly 
and could be screened with native hedgerow planting. 
•    The approach to Enniskean from Clonakilty is dominated by the GP Wood Factory which has an attractive 
stone wall and railing along the length of its boundary. The attractive roadside hedgerows, name-sign and natural 
vegetation greatly enhance this approach to the village.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a great pleasure to visit both of your villages this year. Ballineen & Enniskeane Tidy Towns Association is 
making great strides in the competition and your committee is clearly working very hard to continually improve 
community spirit and the appearance and environs of your villages – keep up the good work.


