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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
 Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
•    Ardfield Árd Úi bhFicheallaigh, a small village with a population of 130 people – has entered the 
competition for the last 25 years and has a committee of 15 members with support of another 12 volunteers.
•    The committee on average arranges four official meetings per year, although evening work meet ups 
usually become mini meetings. The new housing development located opposite school has brought out new 
members who find it a great way to integrate and get to know the people of the community.  
•    Your main supporter has been Cork Co. Co. The local garden centre has provided you with excellent 
advice on type of planting to suit pollination and the environment. Local residents also provide plants and cuttings 
for planting.
•    You communicate with the general public through a weekly newsletter publication called the ARC (Ardfield 
Rathbarry Community). 
•    There is strong engagement with the local school and your school liaison officer keeps the school informed 
of Tidy Towns developments and encourages pupils to get involved in the Green Flag Programme, vegetable 
garden planting projects, provision of insect hotels, nesting boxes etc. Children also carry out a beach clean-up and 
help with your litter patrols at weekends. 
•    The adjudicator is very pleased to note that following a break from the competition in 2021 due to Covid, 
the village of Ardfield is re-entering the competition again with renewed enthusiasm.

The coloured A3 size sketch map provided with your Entry Form is clear, simple and of very good quality. It would 
be helpful however, for ease of reference to also provide a simple numbered legend at the base of the map, listing 
and describing various projects completed over the last year. 
The quality of the application form is good – the use of numbers to reference projects indicated on the map works 
well. It would be good to include ‘before and after’ photos and any other photos highlighting the projects completed 
during the year. A 3-5 Year Tidy Towns Plan is also beneficial as a guide for your future projects/activities. The 
adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and the contents of the application form, which is suitably 
concise at 12 pages long - well done.
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•    The adjudicator is pleased to note that the derelict house shown no. 1 on the map (which has been derelict 
for past twenty years) has recently been restored and the looped walk in the village has been re-surfaced by Cork 
County Council. 
•    The adjudicator called Ardfield Village on a cloudy but warm afternoon in July. The first feature of note was 
the wonderful hydrangea and crocosmia plantings in full flower, which brightened up the approach to the village 
from the Clonakilty direction. 
•    The Church and surrounding area was visited and the presentation of the grounds here with nicely clipped 
hedging and a beautiful stone wall along the road frontage, was greatly admired. The attractive entrance piers, 
gates and stone planters with floral displays enhanced this area.
•    Road markings in the central part of the village are quite faint and it would be desirable to renew these, in 
the not-too-distant future. Subject to road safety requirements, and in consultation with Cork County Council, 
consider providing a small roundabout in the middle of the main junction in the village, which could provide a site for 
a feature or piece of sculpture related to Ardfield village and an associated planting scheme, and perhaps this could 
also be lit up at night time?
•    Commercial signage erected in the vicinity of the main fingerpost signage in the village detracts somewhat 
from the overall presentation here and it is always good to try and limit or amalgamate this kind of signage, where 
this is possible.
•    The adjudicator admired the restoration works carried out on the old national school building to provide an 
excellently-presented private dwelling, which enhances the streetscape here. Ardfield National School was also 
visited and the many colourful flags and plaques erected along its road frontage, gave a strong sense of innovation 
taking place at the school. The attractive stone wall along the school frontage was particularly admired and the 
placing of previous school awards on the boundary railing here provided a wonderful display – however, some of 
these would need to be cleaned and maintained on an ongoing basis. Work on the new extension to the school, 
which is currently in progress, was also positively noted.
•    The area around the entrance to the cemetery and Tennis Clubhouse was also visited and the adjudicator 
was particularly struck by the quality of the artistic sign displaying ‘Birds of Ardfield’ erected on the side of the 
maintenance shed. The insect hotels provided in this area which are attached to some of the existing trees, were 
positively noted. However, it is generally not a good idea to attach items to living trees, with nails and screws, as this 
can affect the trees health and future potential. 
•    The Blackwell Tennis Clubhouse is a very well-designed, camouflaged/unobtrusive building located in this 
area, which is enhanced with attractive timber cladding, modern windows and doors and landscaping and the 
building complements the high-quality presentation of this general area.
•    The access to the graveyard, adorned with attractive perennial plantings and shrub roses growing in the 
nearby traffic islands located in the car park area, were greatly admired.
•    The St. James’ GAA grounds were visited and were a hive of activity on the day of adjudication, with a 
large group of young children attending the GAA Cúl camp. The nearby children’s playground was also getting great 
use at this time. These are wonderful facilities to have available for the younger members of the community in 
Ardfield. It will be great when the internal car parking areas are properly surfaced and the area inside the grounds 
fully landscaped. The tree planting carried out by Tidy Towns volunteers in this area, was positively noted. It would 
also be desirable to plant additional trees in the future on the steep bank located between the new clubhouse 
building and the main pitch area. Also, should funds be available, some planting could be provided along the 
concrete block wall at the entrance to the GAA Grounds together with native hedgerow planting along the post and 
wire fencing, which extends along the roadside here. The recycling of the scrap metal stored behind the clubhouse 
building, would also be desirable.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
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Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

328

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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for past twenty years) has recently been restored and the looped walk in the village has been re-surfaced by Cork 
County Council. 
•    The adjudicator called Ardfield Village on a cloudy but warm afternoon in July. The first feature of note was 
the wonderful hydrangea and crocosmia plantings in full flower, which brightened up the approach to the village 
from the Clonakilty direction. 
•    The Church and surrounding area was visited and the presentation of the grounds here with nicely clipped 
hedging and a beautiful stone wall along the road frontage, was greatly admired. The attractive entrance piers, 
gates and stone planters with floral displays enhanced this area.
•    Road markings in the central part of the village are quite faint and it would be desirable to renew these, in 
the not-too-distant future. Subject to road safety requirements, and in consultation with Cork County Council, 
consider providing a small roundabout in the middle of the main junction in the village, which could provide a site for 
a feature or piece of sculpture related to Ardfield village and an associated planting scheme, and perhaps this could 
also be lit up at night time?
•    Commercial signage erected in the vicinity of the main fingerpost signage in the village detracts somewhat 
from the overall presentation here and it is always good to try and limit or amalgamate this kind of signage, where 
this is possible.
•    The adjudicator admired the restoration works carried out on the old national school building to provide an 
excellently-presented private dwelling, which enhances the streetscape here. Ardfield National School was also 
visited and the many colourful flags and plaques erected along its road frontage, gave a strong sense of innovation 
taking place at the school. The attractive stone wall along the school frontage was particularly admired and the 
placing of previous school awards on the boundary railing here provided a wonderful display – however, some of 
these would need to be cleaned and maintained on an ongoing basis. Work on the new extension to the school, 
which is currently in progress, was also positively noted.
•    The area around the entrance to the cemetery and Tennis Clubhouse was also visited and the adjudicator 
was particularly struck by the quality of the artistic sign displaying ‘Birds of Ardfield’ erected on the side of the 
maintenance shed. The insect hotels provided in this area which are attached to some of the existing trees, were 
positively noted. However, it is generally not a good idea to attach items to living trees, with nails and screws, as this 
can affect the trees health and future potential. 
•    The Blackwell Tennis Clubhouse is a very well-designed, camouflaged/unobtrusive building located in this 
area, which is enhanced with attractive timber cladding, modern windows and doors and landscaping and the 
building complements the high-quality presentation of this general area.
•    The access to the graveyard, adorned with attractive perennial plantings and shrub roses growing in the 
nearby traffic islands located in the car park area, were greatly admired.
•    The St. James’ GAA grounds were visited and were a hive of activity on the day of adjudication, with a 
large group of young children attending the GAA Cúl camp. The nearby children’s playground was also getting great 
use at this time. These are wonderful facilities to have available for the younger members of the community in 
Ardfield. It will be great when the internal car parking areas are properly surfaced and the area inside the grounds 
fully landscaped. The tree planting carried out by Tidy Towns volunteers in this area, was positively noted. It would 
also be desirable to plant additional trees in the future on the steep bank located between the new clubhouse 
building and the main pitch area. Also, should funds be available, some planting could be provided along the 
concrete block wall at the entrance to the GAA Grounds together with native hedgerow planting along the post and 
wire fencing, which extends along the roadside here. The recycling of the scrap metal stored behind the clubhouse 
building, would also be desirable.

•    Under this category your group has carried out maintenance works in relation to existing trees and flower 
beds and signage in the village. Maintenance of St. James Well is ongoing and it is noted that an annual open-air 
mass is held there each July.
•    Reducing reliance on annual bedding schemes for your floral displays is an important initiative for you to 
consider for the future under this category. Colourful perennial and pollinator friendly plants e.g., Alstroemeria spp. 
can be used to very good effect as an alternative to the flamboyant but labour/water/energy-intensive annuals such 
as Begonias and Petunias.

•    You mention that the existence of the “cow share” as part of history and folklore of Ardfield Village. 
Perhaps further information on this could be provided and the location, if available included on the map. 
•    Well done to St. James’ GAA Club which has planted up to 3000 native trees and shrubs along the 
perimeter of their playing pitch. It is also good to note that the maintenance of grassed areas in the local graveyard 
is aimed at encouraging biodiversity with the green areas cut every two months, allowing pollinating plants and 
flowers to develop.  
•    Your committee is no doubt aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been 
launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction. 
As well as this Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to Tidy Towns committees to increase the 
numbers of pollinators in your local area, including guides which are specific to local communities, farmers, councils, 
transport corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also available showing how to 
establish pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage 
etc. Further information is available on (biodiversityireland.ie).

•    The adjudicator is pleased to read that a number of homes in Ardfield have recently installed PV panels to 
produce their own electricity, and many homes have now installed rainwater harvesting systems. It would be good to 
build on these worthwhile initiatives in future years.
•    Well done to St. James’ GAA and the local schools which have been pro-active in holding clothes and 
scrap metal recycling days.
•    When considering new projects under this category in the future it is worthwhile first of all considering how 
the proposed projects will align with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The information provided in the Tidy 
Towns newsletters is very informative in this regard.
•    You might in the future consider installing community composters in the village, which will provide a 
quantity of mulch to place on newly planted areas and this will ensure rapid establishment of the new plantings.
•    Also look at the provision of e-car charge points and bicycle parking facilities in the main part of the village, 
and suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term.
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/https://www.codema.ie/sec

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



•    Your activities under this category relate mainly to a litter pick up day was held in April and daily patrols 
which are carried out by your community employment staff. It is good to note that you have erected litter signs in the 
village and local school children are involved in the weekly litter patrols on Saturdays. 
•    On the day of adjudication, the village area was found to be litter free - well done.

•    The adjudicator is pleased to read that a number of homes in Ardfield have recently installed PV panels to 
produce their own electricity, and many homes have now installed rainwater harvesting systems. It would be good to 
build on these worthwhile initiatives in future years.
•    Well done to St. James’ GAA and the local schools which have been pro-active in holding clothes and 
scrap metal recycling days.
•    When considering new projects under this category in the future it is worthwhile first of all considering how 
the proposed projects will align with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The information provided in the Tidy 
Towns newsletters is very informative in this regard.
•    You might in the future consider installing community composters in the village, which will provide a 
quantity of mulch to place on newly planted areas and this will ensure rapid establishment of the new plantings.
•    Also look at the provision of e-car charge points and bicycle parking facilities in the main part of the village, 
and suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term.
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/https://www.codema.ie/sec

•    The issue of Estate name signs is being dealt with new signs erected “An tArd” and at the new housing 
estate opposite the school. The village playground continues to be maintained to a high standard. 
•    The new development of attractive modern style housing near the Church and School was visited and it 
would be desirable to provide planting along the concrete post and timber fencing along the entrance road into this 
development and also to provide some planting to screen the substation, which appears to be located on an area of 
future open space within this development.

•    All approach roads have been enhanced with roadside signage located on a stone background using the 
Irish language. Village road surfaces are in a reasonable condition considering the amount of housing development 
taking place, where surface water has been piped and underground ducting laid. 
•    On the approach from Red Strand there are attractive roadside boundaries with natural vegetation and a 
new stone wall fronting the ‘Atlantic Way’ development.
•     The approach from Clonakilty has very attractive roadside margins with hydrangeas and crocosmia in full 
flower enhancing this area together with an attractive Ardfield namestone. The lettering on the stone is quite faint 
and this may need to be repainted.
•    On the approach to Ardfield from Rathbarry the adjudicator admired the very attractive stone walls, 
prominent Ardfield namestone and well-presented homes and gardens.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Ardfield Tidy Towns has made a good effort over the last year towards improving your village for the benefit of local 
residents and visitors alike. Due to new housing developments, your community is expanding over time and this 
may bring a new membership to help intensify your activities. Keep up the good work and we wish you well in the 
competition this year.


