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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
 Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
Aherla   An Eatharla, a mid-sized village which has entered the competition for the last 13 years                and has a 
committee of 16 members with the support of another 10 volunteers.
•    The committee had a total of 4 meetings with an attendance of 6-8 members. The community involvement 
included 10 people plus those residents involved in clean ups.  You receive significant support from local 
businesses.
•    Support is received from Cork County Council, Centra Shop, Sean Lehan Landscaping, Nangle and 
Neeson Garden Centre, the local school and Aherla Active Community Group. 
•    Special Notices placed on the board erected in the local shop and public houses /school, Parish 
Newsletter/leaflet drops, word of mouth, e-mails and texts among residents’ committees, Hickey’s pub Facebook 
page and Aherla active Facebook are all used for communications with the general public. 
•    There is strong engagement with the local school and a member of Aherla Tidy Towns Committee works in 
direct liaison with the school. School events are supported together with fundraising and the green school 
programme – the school has been awarded a Green Flag. The committee is involved with the Aherla Active 
Community Group.

•    It is noted that in co-operation with Aherla Active Community Group you have secured funding to value of 
€50,000 for village enhancements in 2022, together with a € 5,000 grant for a heritage sign project. This is a 
significant allocation of funds for the improvement of Aherla village. We wish you well with the implementation of the 
agreed project list, which includes improved public lighting, a central village area for a heritage sign and seating, 
Creeds Cross approach road improvements, and improved road markings.

The map provided with your Entry Form was of good quality, although the marking of village roads is a little faint. 
Thank you for including a legend on the map, showing the location and precise description of the various projects 
completed in 2021/22. This is very helpful to the adjudicator in completing the assessment of your village.
The quality of the application form is very good and the photos provided on a separate document, highlighting the 
projects undertaken in your village this year were very informative. The adjudicator notes the content of the 3-year 
plan for the village and you are wished well with its successful implementation. The use of numbered bullet points to 
explain the detail of the projects carried out under each category makes the document very easy to read and the 
font size was also good. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and the details provided on the 
application form, which is suitably concise at 12 pages long - well done.
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:
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•    You have mentioned a total of 12 different projects under this category this year and the availability of 
additional funding for enhancements to the village has no doubt provided some impetus for the completion of these. 
Project no.s 7-10 involve planting and landscaping works and therefore, could be listed instead under the Green 
Spaces category.
•    Your adjudicator visited Aherla on a cloudy but warm morning in July. The quality of the streetscape gave 
the immediate impression of a village which is very well cared for by its residents and the overall presentation of 
buildings and roadside boundaries was greatly admired.  
•    The first item to note was the attractive presentation of the village pump with surrounding superbly 
presented stone walls and floral display. The pump itself would benefit from a freshen up with paint. Hickey’s Bar 
and the adjacent residential dwellings looked very well and the mop-head trees and floral displays provided to the 
front of these dwellings caught the eye. It was great to see a hurley sales/repair business operating in the village 
and long may it continue - no doubt there is currently a big demand for hurleys from local clubs in the area.
•    St Mark's Church was visited and the old stone wall along the road is an important feature here as are the 
mature trees along the roadside boundary. The entrance to the Church building is enhanced with attractive floral 
displays and the ‘Don't mow let it grow’ regime in place to the rear of the church was positively noted. 
•    The beautiful ‘Leopold Sycamore’ tree located to the rear of the Micheál Ó Murchú memorial plaque is a 
very important feature of the village and is worthy of continued protection. The Hatch Takeaway premises added a 
very colourful element to the streetscape and the nearby stream and stone enclosure walls, also added greatly to 
the visual interest here. Perhaps consider removing a section of plastic pipe along the stream and reinstate the bed 
of the stream, repairing the stone walls as required, all of which will greatly enhance the presentation of this part of 
the village.
•    The adjudicator admired the stone wall and mature trees situated along Orchard Lane. The banks of the 
stream are now overgrown. It would be good to carefully remove this overgrowth here so as to reveal the bed of the 
stream which is important feature in this area.

•    It is good to read that a budget has been approved to tastefully upgrade Creeds Cross Junction in 2022, 
which is now included in Village Enhancement project.
•    Thanks are due to the local business Munster Sheds who have donated new timber planters to enhance 
the Village Centre area and these were admired on the day of adjudication. You have also carried out new tree 
planting and planted daffodil bulbs along roadside verges on the approaches to village. 
•    Reducing reliance on annual bedding schemes for your floral displays is an important initiative for you to 
consider for the future. Colourful perennial and pollinator friendly plants e.g., Alstroemeria spp. can be used to very 
good effect as an alternative to the flamboyant but labour/water/energy-intensive annuals such as Begonias and 
Petunias.

•    You have listed a total of 5 projects under this category this year including reservation of 3 areas for 
improving biodiversity, tree planting, dealing with invasive species, the treatment of stream area and landscaping at 
Orchard Lane. 
•    Your committee is no doubt aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been 
launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction. 
As well as this Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to Tidy Towns committees to increase the 
numbers of pollinators in your local area, including guides which are specific to local communities, farmers, councils, 
transport corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also available showing how to 
establish pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage 
etc.
•    This year the AIPP is focussed on gathering survey data to assess the impact of all the good work groups 
such as the Tidy Towns are carrying out across the country. The National Biodiversity Data Centre has developed a 
new app to make this survey work easy for groups through the use of ‘Fit Counts’. FIT stands for ‘Flower-Insect 
Timed Count’. FIT Counts are very simple and useful tool for TT groups to measure change in their local 
biodiversity, especially when they have taken action already for pollinators. By carrying out FIT Counts throughout 
the year and across future years, it will help track the impact of your actions on insect numbers and diversity as well 
as providing important data for the National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie). It would be good to get 
local schools involved in these counts. Please follow this link for further information Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT 
Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

•    You have made some strides in this aspect of the competition this year with the implementation of 
sustainability awareness survey in the community. This will provide useful information to inform and to help you 
decide on future projects under this category. It is good to read that the public lighting scheme in the village has 
already been converted to LED’s – this will have considerable savings in terms of future energy usage and costs. 
•    When considering new projects under this category it is worthwhile first of all considering how the proposed 
project will align with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The information provided in the Tidy Towns 
newsletters is very informative in this regard.
•    You might in the future consider installing a rainwater harvesting system in the village so that rainwater can 
be used to water your plant and floral displays. Community composters are also useful and will provide a quantity of 
mulch to place on planted areas which will ensure rapid establishment of the plantings.
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Aherla Tidy Towns for the future under this category, which is in 
keeping with the Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of small electric microgeneration 
schemes for Wind, Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local Authority - these may also attract suitable SEAI or 
Leader funding. 
•    You might look at the provision of public e-car charge points and bicycle parking facilities in the village, and 
where none exist, suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/https://www.codema.ie/sec
•    The ongoing management of rainwater and floodwater in village areas in the context of climate change is 
an important topic under this category. This is a particularly critical issue in villages which have suffered flooding in 
recent years. The committee should be aware of the nature-based solutions to the management of 
rainwater/floodwater and surface water run-off in village areas, water sensitive design, best practice etc. A recent 
publication by the Dept. of Housing Local Government and Heritage is available and provides important guidance in 
this regard.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



•    You are dealing with this aspect of the competition comprehensively and are taking appropriate actions to 
enhance the ongoing presentation of the village, such as involvement in the Annual Spring Clean-up event held in 
April of this year and attended by 26 volunteers, the cleaning of all road signage, the cleaning of footpaths in all 
areas and removal of spoil and undertaking weekly litter patrols. Well done to all the committee members and 
volunteers who were involved with this important work.
•    On the day of adjudication there were no issues to report with regard to litter or tidiness in the village of 
Aherla  - well done.
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•    Your committee has plans to improve road and housing estate signage in the village in the near future at 
Dun Brid Estate, Orchard Lane and Bridevalley.
•    In the Dun Bríd estate, the attractively presented green areas at the entrance planted with lime and oak 
trees were greatly admired. The houses and gardens here are presented to an excellent standard. Consider 
providing a mulch on the main shrubbery located on the open space.
•    The Orchard Lane estate is an attractive development with a central open space area surrounded by 
well-presented houses and private gardens. The lime trees planted around the perimeter of open space are a major 
feature here. Consider providing an unmown strip under the trees to develop as a wildflower meadow which will 
facilitate grass cutting operations and will enhance local biodiversity. Also, the side view of the ESB substation, 
which detracts from this area, could be screened with additional planting.
•    At the Bride Valley Estate the standard of presentation is excellent and the central open space areas are 
characterised by a perimeter planting of Norway Maple and Lime trees. As with the Orchard Lane estate consider 
providing a wildflower meadow under the trees. There is a multi-stem Ash tree which is an important feature in this 
estate.
•    At the Hillside Estate some screen planting is needed along open space walls and in the vicinity of the ESB 
substation. The fine hornbeam trees situated on the open space along the entrance road were particularly admired.

•    The availability of village enhancement funding for Aherla has enabled significant improvements to be 
carried out/planned in relation to approach roads including a new footpath and lighting scheme provided on the 
West side of village, two new solar powered speed feedback signs and the upgrading of road markings, both of 
these items to be completed by the end of 2022.  
•    On the approach to the village from Cloughdubh, the wonderful stone boundary walls, neat margins and 
the line of young horse chestnuts trees along this road were greatly admired. Road surfaces along the section are 
good but improved road markings are needed. The stone seating areas were particularly admired, as was the 
extensive tree planting on this approach.
•     On the Bandon approach to the village, it was good to see areas reserved for improved biodiversity, 
including wonderful natural vegetation and trees along the boundaries and well-constructed stonewalls and a 
biodiversity strip.
•    At the Creed's Cross Junction perhaps consider providing a floral display around the Aherla name stone to 
enhance this area. This approach to the village has wonderful hedgerow boundaries and a good road surface but 
requires improved road markings. The overhanging trees and steep banks adjoining the road, which are colonised 
with shade-loving ferns and other natural vegetation, provide a very attractive approach to the village.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a great pleasure to visit Aherla village and the positive impact of Tidy Towns activities was clearly evident 
throughout. The village has good potential to progress well in the competition and with some focus on the low 
scoring categories, this will no doubt reap dividends. We wish you well with your future endeavours and hope you 
find the comments in this report helpful.




