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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. As adjudicators, we are 
delighted to be able to return to Togher this year and see the many fine projects that your committee volunteers 
have been working on since our last visit. It is heartening to read that there is such a strong interest and 
engagement in your area with 55 volunteers assisting your 9 committee members. It is clear from your entry form 
that you have a broad level of support from statutory bodies (Cork City Council, the Cork Enterprise Service and the 
Gardai), a host of local businesses (including Supervalu, Kearys Motors, EMC / Dell, the Credit Union and Cork 
builder providers) in addition to a wide range of sporting clubs and voluntary groups (such as Pearse Celtic, Everton 
FC, Foroige, Togher boxing club and St Finbar’s GAA club). This demonstrates that your work is firmly rooted in 
your community and that many local people want to be involved. We’ve no doubt that your high level of participation 
is influenced by your comprehensive and effective communication strategy which is based on your website and 
social media accounts as well as the more traditional means of communication that include church 
announcements\newsletters, school visits and local radio shows. Well done also on developing a new logo and we 
wish you every success with this. It is not surprising to see that your group is fully engaged with local schools and 
that a junior tidy towns committee is also in place. Be sure to encourage members of the junior tidy towns committee 
to suggest projects that would be suitable for your area and consider delegating the responsibility for undertaking 
(and maintaining) projects (in addition to the litter picking) to them. We were interested to read that this is your 15th 
year in the competition and we heartily agree that your area has gone from strength to strength over that time due to 
the hard work carried out by your committee and volunteers. Thank you for your completed entry form as it was 
helpful during adjudication. Would it be possible to improve the clarity of the map in 2023 by providing one of a 
larger scale? We read your three year plan with interest and we recommend that you meet with the many 
organisations that get involved in your projects in order to work out which projects can be delegated to them.
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There has no doubt that Togher has undergone some very positive changes over the last 5 years with a major new 
developments at Shournagh Grove (which looked particularly well) in addition to the new Lidl and the Garda Station. 
Clashduv Park also impressed and we were interested to note that major changes are underway on the Togher road 
between the Westside estate and Togher Cross. It is great to see some of the projects that you have presented this 
category for this year’s competition are high quality collaborations between your committee and volunteers and 
other project partners. It is noted that the Sarsfield Road beds project has been undertaken with local businesses 
and we would like to hear more about it. For example, what tasks are undertaken by the committee and volunteers 
and how are local businesses involved? Like the adjudicator in 2021, we were struck by the innovative concept of 
the flower bikes (whereby old bikes are used to accommodate habitats and wildlife) that were located at the junction 
of Clashduv Road and Vicars Road. We are delighted to read that these bikes have not only functioned very well as 
habitats but that they have also raised awareness of the activities of your committee and volunteers within your own 
community. Be sure to let us know of any plans that you have to expand the number of locations for flower bikes in 
2023. The remembrance Christmas trees is also a lovely idea and we were pleased to hear that this was a huge 
success with your local community. We note from the adjudicator’s report in 2021 that a project was proposed 
involving the completion of a mural at the Wela Tunnel – is there is any update on this? Note – a number of the 
projects presented under this category in your entry form (particularly those relevant to landscaping and green 
spaces) are considered elsewhere in this report.
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of Clashduv Road and Vicars Road. We are delighted to read that these bikes have not only functioned very well as 
habitats but that they have also raised awareness of the activities of your committee and volunteers within your own 
community. Be sure to let us know of any plans that you have to expand the number of locations for flower bikes in 
2023. The remembrance Christmas trees is also a lovely idea and we were pleased to hear that this was a huge 
success with your local community. We note from the adjudicator’s report in 2021 that a project was proposed 
involving the completion of a mural at the Wela Tunnel – is there is any update on this? Note – a number of the 
projects presented under this category in your entry form (particularly those relevant to landscaping and green 
spaces) are considered elsewhere in this report.

We enjoyed seeing at first hand all of the landscaping and planting schemes that your committee and volunteers 
have worked on over the past year. We applaud your decision to concentrate your efforts on the approach roads 
with the two large beds of shrubs and perennials on Sarsfield Road providing a pleasant introduction to your area. 
The planted bed comprised of colourful bedding plants beneath the large road sign at the base of Forge Hill 
(opposite the garage) also looked well. The planting to be seen outside the Centra entrance (at the forge) impressed 
and noting the provision that has been made for new trees and landscaping in the road improvement works, we look 
forward to returning and seeing these next year. The Community Centre, the Scout Den (adjacent to the moss bike), 
the Togher Youth services building and the Togher Boys School (which looked fabulous) all deserve a special 
mention as their grounds looked exceptionally well. There are some lovely parks and green areas in Togher with 
Clashduv Park standing out. With the playground, community garden (complete with a Halloween themed 
scarecrow), planting and walkways, it is a wonderful local resource. We observed during our visit that the plan to 
develop the community garden has progressed and we are pleased to see that the space is taking shape and 
yielding produce which is expected to be sold at the local farmers market. Close by (at the junction of Vicars Road), 
the flower bikes are eye catching and its not surprising to read that the scheme has been expanded to include the 
boys and girls schools. Why not suggest that the schools carry out a survey of the different types of wildlife that can 
be found on the flower bikes – this would help you to confirm that they represent an effective way of creating micro 
habitats. Well done also on improving the area around the Garda station by adding a colourful flower bed to the 
entrance of this building. Is the maintenance of these beds being undertaken by the committee\volunteers or the 
Gardai themselves? Please let us know in 2023. In addition, we would like to know if a suitable location has been 
agreed with Cork County Council for a garden of remembrance (in collaboration with local history groups).

According to your entry form, two projects have been undertaken under this category in 2022. We note that the up 
cycled moss bike was refurbished and that it now provides a functional and pretty addition to your area. We loved 
the plaque which tells its story and we can understand why it has generated so much attention. However, we would 
be very interested to know about the types of insects and other fauna that use the moss bike as a source of food 
and shelter. We wondered if it would be possible to arrange a study of the moss bike with one of secondary schools 
as this has the potential to be an excellent school project. Well done also on taking a ‘don’t mow, let it grow’ 
approach to 3 different locations in Togher that are Vicars Road, Sarsfield Road and Woodlawn. An uncut area was 
also spotted immediately adjacent to the Lidl on Clashduv road and we wondered if this was supposed to have been 
included too? Noting that the aim of this project is to let the grass grow and increase biodiversity, we urge you to 
continuously monitor these areas as this will help you to work out if the areas are thriving. Can the total areas of the 
three locations selected for long grass be provided in 2023? This information will enable you to work out the overall 
contribution of the project (as larger areas contribute more than smaller ones). The collaborative work that your 
committee and volunteers are undertaking on the Tramore River Greenway is commended and we wondered if any 
further progress had been made on this? Don’t forget that this category offers plenty of opportunities for 
collaborations with project partners and schools and we encourage you to meet with them to see if in order to 
ascertain if they would like to suggest relevant projects or to take responsibility for them.

This is clearly a strong category for your committee and volunteers as a range of good quality projects were 
undertaken this year. We are most interested to read about the transition year students who undertook a survey of 
the litter that they collected and shared it with the school. We are also pleased to see that your committee and 
volunteers have studied these results and developed some targeted actions (such as the provision of large cage 
bins) which have proved effective and enabled you to further reduce litter levels in your area. Well done also 
providing a bin for dog waste. When combined with your regular litter patrols and cleanups, we have no doubt that 
these actions are having positive effects. The standard of litter control observed on adjudication day was reasonably 
good but noting the extensive works that are taking place on Togher road, it is understood that keeping an area neat 
and tidy is exceptionally difficult in these circumstances. However, there are a couple of points to bear in mind. It 
was disappointing to see that litter was visible at base of Forge Hill – despite the presence of a large cage bin here. 
In addition, the uncut grass meadow area on Vicars road may need to be more closely monitored as some litter was 
trapped here. The bring bank in the car park of Clashduv park was a little untidy and it is also recommended that 
during clean ups, attention is paid to the condition of signage – a roundabout sign opposite the Inver garage on 
Forge road was observed to be in very poor condition. The painting program that you have carried out on roads, 
kerbs and bollards is applauded as it has helped to improve the appearance of your area and provide for a higher 
standard of tidiness.

The strong focus of the committee and volunteers on projects under this category that involve minimising waste 
generation and resource use on your day-to-day activities is appreciated. Your decision to winter certain plants in 
the gardens of committee members home is applauded as this is a very effective way of avoiding the packaging and 
resource use that comes with sourcing new plants every year. It should also lead to more robust planting schemes 
as the overwintered species that are used will have adapted to local conditions. The installation of a water butt at 
the Garda station (to help waterbeds here) is considered to be a very practical idea and we strongly recommend 
that other locations for water butts should be identified in your area. You are commended on your sensible decision 
to purchase a trailer (rather than a van) to carry machinery and bags for your projects. Don’t forget to tell us about 
any awareness raising activities that you have carried out in your community that focus on the need to reduce 
energy and resource use and avoid the generation of waste. Have you organised any workshops or talks on 
sustainability themes with the Environmental Awareness Officer of Cork City Council? Noting the suggestion of the 
adjudicator in 2021, we would also like to know if you’ve managed to involve youth or other interested groups in 
your project under this category? Please let us know in 2023.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



bins) which have proved effective and enabled you to further reduce litter levels in your area. Well done also 
providing a bin for dog waste. When combined with your regular litter patrols and cleanups, we have no doubt that 
these actions are having positive effects. The standard of litter control observed on adjudication day was reasonably 
good but noting the extensive works that are taking place on Togher road, it is understood that keeping an area neat 
and tidy is exceptionally difficult in these circumstances. However, there are a couple of points to bear in mind. It 
was disappointing to see that litter was visible at base of Forge Hill – despite the presence of a large cage bin here. 
In addition, the uncut grass meadow area on Vicars road may need to be more closely monitored as some litter was 
trapped here. The bring bank in the car park of Clashduv park was a little untidy and it is also recommended that 
during clean ups, attention is paid to the condition of signage – a roundabout sign opposite the Inver garage on 
Forge road was observed to be in very poor condition. The painting program that you have carried out on roads, 
kerbs and bollards is applauded as it has helped to improve the appearance of your area and provide for a higher 
standard of tidiness.

It is a great idea to host an event such as the volunteer appreciation day to thank your volunteers and we urge you 
to keep this up. Well done also to the Residents Association in Palmbury for organising Christmas lights in Togher 
as we have no doubt that they were much appreciated during the dark days of the lockdown. We wondered if it is 
planned to continue with this tradition? We note from the adjudicator’s report of last year that there is good 
engagement between your committee and residents associations and other groups and we are pleased to see that 
this has continued. We are pleased to report that the standard of presentation of individual housing areas was high. 
Both the Westside estate and the Greenwood Estate deserve a special mention as they have managed to provide 
for attractive planted beds and neat entrances to their areas from the Togher road – despite all of the disruptions 
caused by the roadworks. In recognition of the close collaboration between the Residents Associations and the 
committee \ volunteers on projects under this category, we were very much like to hear some further details on the 
tasks that the Residents Associations undertake in their areas? Can this information be provided in 2023?

We were most surprised to see no mention of the ongoing roadworks on Togher Road in your entry form – as these 
improvements have the potential to transform a key part of your area. It is pleasing to observe that the works have 
involved a significant reallocation of roadspace in order to benefit pedestrians and it is great to see that provision 
has also been made for planting and soft boundaries. We look forward to returning next year and seeing the works 
complete. The standard of approach roads into Togher is generally good with the approach from Sarsfield Road 
(with its impressive planting) standing out. Major changes were also spotted on the Clashduv road which now has 
barrier protected cycle lanes. Attention will be needed on the roundabout outside the Scout Den as the standard of 
surfacing here could be improved. The continuing improvements to the entrance of the Cork Builders Providers are 
acknowledged and we concur that this work has helped to create a positive first impression for visitors to your area. 
Well done also on maintaining the existing signage and providing new signage on Ardmanning Hill - these 
enhancements have also improved this approach.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Congratulations to your committee and volunteers on a good performance in the 2022 competition. Noting that a 
number of projects are currently underway in Togher, it will be great to see them completed next year. Keep up the 
good work!


