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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We welcomed the opportunity 
to return to Shandon in Cork City and see the work that your hard-working committee have done over the last year. 
It is pleasing to see that community involvement in tidy town projects remains high with 15 volunteers helping out 
your dedicated committee of 10 members. We know from your entry form that your committee have retained links 
with a host of organisations like Cork City Council, the Community Garda, City Councillors, UCC, the HSE and the 
Department of the Environment – all of whom provide vital support to local communities. Well done also on making 
connections with local businesses (such as the Credit Union and Dulux) and for forming partnerships with a range of 
voluntary organisations that include the Shandon Men’s Club, Eason’s Hill Ladies Group, the Shandon area history 
group and art link (who organised the Dragon of Shandon Festival). We encourage you to continue to try to identify 
tidy towns projects in your local area that will be suitable for collaborations with the above organisations and 
voluntary groups. We are delighted to read that you enjoy a good relationship with local schools as you have helped 
the students and teachers of the North Presentation Primary School with the replanting of the bee garden in addition 
to organising gardening demonstrations in your community garden and bringing classes on the audio tour. While we 
note that one local school has volunteered to participate in area clean-ups, we wondered if others could be 
approached and asked to help out? Transition year students have helped out tidy towns groups in a range of 
centres (both in Cork and other counties) and we wondered if there was a local secondary school who would be 
willing to assist you? Thank you for your application form as it was helpful during adjudication. Would it be possible 
to include a map next year which includes all of the street names in your area? We like to congratulate you on your 
involvement in the competition over the last 9 years and we heartily agree that your hard work has led to significant 
improvements for your area. Give some consideration to drawing up a tidy towns action plan in 2023 as a means of 
identifying improvements that you would like to prioritise for Shandon in the years ahead. The action plan could then 
be discussed with your various project partners and local schools to see what projects will be suitable for 
collaborations.
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We enjoyed our visit to Shandon and there is no doubt that it is both an attractive and an interesting part of Cork 
City. It has numerous attractions, chief of which are it's fabulous historic buildings such as the magnificent Saint 
Mary's Dominican Church, the Buttermarket, the Firkin Crane Center and The Cathedral of St. Mary and St Anne's - 
all of which looked particularly well during our visit. We also loved seeing the narrow streets and tight knit terraced 
housing which makes a very positive contribution to the distinctive identity of the area. The signage in the area is 
generally very good and we were particularly interested to read the original street names (such as Waggetts lane, 
Widderings Lane and Bob and Jones Walk) that emphasize the links of Shandon to its past. While we note that 
derelict and vacant properties can be found in your area, it is encouraging to see that new developments have 
started to take place - the lovely new housing scheme at John Philpott Curran Street provides an example of this. 
The planning application site notice for the adaptation and upgrade of the former Buttermarket was observed and 
this is also considered to be another positive development for your area. We would like to congratulate the 
committee and volunteers on completing the www.walkingshandon.ie self-guided audio tour as this is an excellent 
addition to Shandon and we have no doubt that it will be fully appreciated by visitors to your area. You are 
commended on the commencement of the medi-centre project - which we understand involves the provision of 
planting and an upgrade of the seating benches on the triangular open space in front of the medical centre that 
overlooks the junction of Cathedral Road and Shandon Road. While large bowl shaped pollinator planters were in 
place during our visit, the benches did not appear to have been replaced so we look forward to seeing this project 
complete in the near future. We note that your committee and volunteers have maintained a garden and provided a 
bee friendly area at the Shandon Craft Centre over the past year. This sounds like an excellent project but it was not 
possible to access the garden or be friendly area during the visit as the Shandon Sweets building on John Redmond 
Street was closed. Perhaps some additional details and photos could be provided in next year’s application?
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derelict and vacant properties can be found in your area, it is encouraging to see that new developments have 
started to take place - the lovely new housing scheme at John Philpott Curran Street provides an example of this. 
The planning application site notice for the adaptation and upgrade of the former Buttermarket was observed and 
this is also considered to be another positive development for your area. We would like to congratulate the 
committee and volunteers on completing the www.walkingshandon.ie self-guided audio tour as this is an excellent 
addition to Shandon and we have no doubt that it will be fully appreciated by visitors to your area. You are 
commended on the commencement of the medi-centre project - which we understand involves the provision of 
planting and an upgrade of the seating benches on the triangular open space in front of the medical centre that 
overlooks the junction of Cathedral Road and Shandon Road. While large bowl shaped pollinator planters were in 
place during our visit, the benches did not appear to have been replaced so we look forward to seeing this project 
complete in the near future. We note that your committee and volunteers have maintained a garden and provided a 
bee friendly area at the Shandon Craft Centre over the past year. This sounds like an excellent project but it was not 
possible to access the garden or be friendly area during the visit as the Shandon Sweets building on John Redmond 
Street was closed. Perhaps some additional details and photos could be provided in next year’s application?

We appreciate that opportunities for landscaping and planting schemes in the built-up urban area of Shandon are 
somewhat limited but it is pleasing to see that your committee are working hard to come up with workable ideas 
under this category. The project in which 7 Rowan \ Mountain \ Ash trees are being planted in Mary Hearne Park (to 
represent the circle of life) is considered to be excellent particularly as the completed area can be used as a 
reflection / mindfulness space. We also note and strongly agree with your intentions of approaching your local 
schools to make them aware of this area and to encourage its use - and we would appreciate an update on this 
project next year. The provision of a small bee garden inside St Annes Park is applauded and while we are aware 
that one of the local schools is involved in this project, we would like to know what their role is. We admired the 
excellent work of the committee and volunteers on the work completed to the share houses steps. The restoration of 
this area and the planting of vegetables and herbs is highly commended as it now looks very well and makes a 
positive contribution to Shandon Street and the wider area. We note that it is an ongoing project and we look 
forward to seeing it progress further in the years ahead. Well done also on continuing to provide and maintain 
planting schemes - the bowl planters at the Medi centre and the tiered planters at the Butter market looked very well 
during our visit. Your continued commitment to providing pollinator friendly planting in your area is appreciated and 
we would encourage you to continue to look for suitable sites for planting in Shandon. Perhaps this is a project that 
the schoolchildren could help you with?

A number of good quality projects are presented under this category in your entry form for this year. Providing two 
wildlife signs on Popes Quay (that highlight the various species of birds, animals and fish can be seen in your area) 
is considered to be a very effective way of raising awareness amongst residents and visitors that built up urban 
areas (like Shandon) can also make a positive contribution to habitats and biodiversity. We heartily agree that the 
wildlife information signs provide a strong complement to the otter trials that run along the river edge. It is pleasing 
to read that the bee garden in St Annes Park was replanted and we would appreciate further details on the planting 
species that were sown here. We were interested to see that your committee also has a plan to designate a portion 
of the Shandon craft centre for bees and we wish you every success with this. In view of the emphasis that has 
been placed on bees (and beehives) in Shandon, we wondered if any consideration had been given to creating 
pollinator hot spots or corridors in your area? This will involve identifying small areas or continuous corridors that 
would be suitable for planting pollinator friendly plants, shrubs, hedgerows or trees. Once again, this could be a 
suitable project to involve the local schoolchildren in. Your committee should also think about organising a workshop 
or talk on pollinators and biodiversity for the local community in Shandon as a means of encouraging people to 
engage in pollinator friendly planting in their gardens. It is noted that an insect hotel has also been provided in the 
garden of the Shandon craft centre.

The projects that you have completed under this category over the past year are an interesting mix of awareness 
raising activities and concrete actions. We are delighted to read that you continue to be involved in the sustainable 
energy community initiative and that you have obtained sponsorship that has enabled to purchase a large quantity 
of low-energy bulbs. While we strongly agree with your plan to hold a bulb ‘swap’ day (whereby old inefficient bulbs 
are swapped for newer more efficient ones) and to combine this event with a workshop or talk, we also encourage 
you to take the opportunity to gather some data and record how many households are being given these new bulbs. 
This will provide you with an indication of what percentage of households in your area are taking steps to conserve 
energy. Why not prepare a brief questionnaire which includes questions on the (other) types of activities that 
households are undertaking to try to minimise their use of energy? Participants in the bulb swap event could then be 
asked to fill out your questionnaire. We would also be interested in hearing about what your committee and 
volunteers are doing to cut down on the consumption of energy during your day-to-day activities. Providing 
information signage on the lifespan of packaging and plastic products is considered to be a very good idea and we 
encourage you to approach the school’s and ask them how they are minimising waste generation on a daily basis. 
For example, we are aware of schools in other tidy town centres in which students are encouraged to avoid the use 
of single-use packaging in their lunch boxes and we wondered if this is also the case in the schools in Shandon? 
Your proposal to convert the community garden area into allotments is acknowledged and we look forward to seeing 
this project get underway in the near future.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



The overall level of control and tidiness in Shandon was considered to be high with all main roads and streets 
appearing neatly swept and litter free. This is considered to be an excellent performance for an area immediately 
adjacent to Cork city centre which accommodates very high volumes of passing traffic. Therefore, the hard work of 
the committee and volunteers in achieving this high standard is acknowledged. It is noted from your application form 
that there are particular difficulties with keeping the many lane ways in your area clean and tidy. While many of the 
lane ways looked well during adjudication, weed and litter were visible in a small number of them. A possible 
approach to dealing with this issue is to ask either residents or groups to ‘adopt a laneway’ in Shandon and commit 
to cleaning up the laneway on a weekly or fortnightly basis. This would ensure that the laneways are kept clean and 
that ‘deep cleans’ should no longer be necessary. Perhaps Cork City Council could assist you by agreeing to sweep 
the laneways in Shandon on a more frequent basis and to take away the litter collected from them by volunteers? 
Aside from a limited number of laneways, the standard of tiredness was considered to be generally high – and we 
are in no doubt that this reflects the hard work that has been undertaken by your volunteers and committee on 
painting electricity poles, power boxes and litter bins and constantly weeding kerbsides. A small number of 
improvements remain possible. Parking signage in many parts of your area needed sprucing up and we recommend 
that street signs are washed during your clean-ups. The surfacing of the triangular area in front of the Medi centre 
(for which new seating is proposed) was somewhat weedy and untidy looking and we wondered if this area could be 
resurfaced as part of the improvement works? Please us know in 2023.

The terraced houses, narrow laneways and steps in Shandon make an enormous contribution to the distinctive 
identity of your area and it is pleasing to see that the vast majority of the properties seen during our visit are 
regularly maintained. We are glad to read that your committee continue to campaign for the redevelopment of 
derelict sites and we urge you to continue this important work. It is important to note that current government policy 
strongly favours the redevelopment and regeneration of existing urban areas and they have made significant 
amounts of money available for this purpose under the urban and rural regeneration and development funds (i.e. the 
URDF and RRDF). Why not meet with Cork City Council to ask if an application for funding for the regeneration of 
derelict / vacant sites in Shandon under the URDF can be made? We would appreciate an update on this point in 
2023.

It is pleasing to see that some good quality projects have taken place under this category for this year’s competition. 
The standard of signage at the entrances to your area is generally good while the landscaping also helps to create a 
positive impression for visitors. The street murals that can be found in Widderings Lane are considered to be 
excellent additions to your area and they are most informative with respect to the history of Shandon – we have no 
doubt that they are widely appreciated by visitors. We are also pleased to hear that there are plans to commission 
an additional three plaques (to complement the existing 9 plaques which are in already in place) and we look 
forward to seeing these installed around Shandon in the years ahead. We wondered if the information on the 
plaques is put together by the Shandon history group? Please let us know next year.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Shandon once again and see the projects that have been carried out by your committee 
and volunteers at first hand. Well done on all of your hard work as it continues to make a positive difference to your 
area. We look forward to returning again in 2023 when further progress is anticipated. Keep up the good work!


