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We are pleased to welcome your committee of 5 members to the 2022 competition and we are delighted to see that 
you have returned following your first entry in 2021. We read your entry form with great interest and we are glad to 
note that your involvement in the competition has proved to be a very positive experience that has helped to bring 
your community together and integrate new residents. Your decision to partner up with other community based 
groups such as the Ringaskiddy Residents Association for the ‘Climb for Charlie’ event is applauded and we urge 
you to continue to work to identify opportunities for collaboration – particularly in your tidy towns projects. In other 
tidy town centres, committees have formed very effective partnerships with sports clubs, social and special interest 
groups (such as Mens Shed, the active retired, historical societies and gardening / flower arranging clubs) and 
residents associations so it is strongly recommended that your committee should explore this option. We are 
delighted to read that the Port of Cork are already working closely with you and collaborating on a range of projects 
that will benefit your village. You should also make contact with Tus, the Rural Employment Scheme and SECAD as 
they have all proved to be an invaluable source of assistance to other tidy towns centres in your county. It is 
pleasing to read that local businesses are keen to get involved by providing sponsorship and other supports. We 
were most impressed by the description you have given of your communication strategy – which seems very 
comprehensive (and well-established) for a committee that has just recently commenced its activities! You are 
fortunate to have a very enthusiastic and motivated school in your village and it is great to see that you have lost no 
time in identifying projects of mutual interest. Well done on involving the local children in projects that include litter 
picking, environment and biodiversity and setting up a fairy trail. We urge you to continue to work closely with the 
school and to try and identify projects under the landscaping and green spaces, nature and biodiversity and 
sustainability – as these are all key themes of the green schools programme. We also like to thank you for your 
comprehensive entry form and map as they were helpful during adjudication. Can a larger map be provided next 
year? This would improve clarity as it would enable you to mark individual projects on it and avoid the need to group 
projects and their locations. A larger map would also allow for road names to be easily read and key buildings (such 
as the community centre and school) to be included. Cross referencing the new projects in your entry form and the 
map (e.g. N1, N2, N3, etc) is also recommended. Well done on linking your projects to the SDG’s. We impressed by 
the fact that you have managed to put together an action plan in your second year of entry in the competition and 
we wish you all the best with it.
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Noting that the 2021 competition was virtual, it was a pleasure to finally see your lovely village and observe the work 
of your committee and volunteers at first hand. You will be delighted to hear that we thoroughly enjoyed our visit as 
Ringaskiddy looked particularly well during adjudication. There is an interesting mix of building styles with neat 
terraces of two-storey structures with traditional designs opposite the well-kept green area that can be found along 
the port side of the village. We were glad to see that the commercial buildings of Perry Street and the Ferry Boat Inn 
looked very well and are maintained to a high standard. We observed that there were a small number of sites in 
need of attention such as Sam’s and the derelict site close to the Ferry Boat Inn. Noting the reference to derelict 
sites in your entry form, we hope that both of these buildings can be restored to productive uses again in the near 
future. The Martello tower is also a very striking structure and you are commended on your work to the main 
entrance and walkway. We are delighted to hear that your group is researching the ‘adopt a monument’ scheme 
with respect to the Martello tower and we would welcome a further update on this project next year. We were 
intrigued to learn that Ringaskiddy has a derelict Castle (Barnahely Castle) and we were excited to read that a 
viewing area is planned. Are there any plans to provide information on this heritage structure in your village? We 
understand from your entry form that you plan to update the industrial maps in the village and add historic buildings 
as well as natural attractions (such as the beaches) to them. Have you considered setting up a heritage trail with 
information plaques on the key sites of interest? As a large number of people now pass through your village on the 
way to Haulbowline Park, a heritage trail could be of interest to both visitors and residents.
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terraces of two-storey structures with traditional designs opposite the well-kept green area that can be found along 
the port side of the village. We were glad to see that the commercial buildings of Perry Street and the Ferry Boat Inn 
looked very well and are maintained to a high standard. We observed that there were a small number of sites in 
need of attention such as Sam’s and the derelict site close to the Ferry Boat Inn. Noting the reference to derelict 
sites in your entry form, we hope that both of these buildings can be restored to productive uses again in the near 
future. The Martello tower is also a very striking structure and you are commended on your work to the main 
entrance and walkway. We are delighted to hear that your group is researching the ‘adopt a monument’ scheme 
with respect to the Martello tower and we would welcome a further update on this project next year. We were 
intrigued to learn that Ringaskiddy has a derelict Castle (Barnahely Castle) and we were excited to read that a 
viewing area is planned. Are there any plans to provide information on this heritage structure in your village? We 
understand from your entry form that you plan to update the industrial maps in the village and add historic buildings 
as well as natural attractions (such as the beaches) to them. Have you considered setting up a heritage trail with 
information plaques on the key sites of interest? As a large number of people now pass through your village on the 
way to Haulbowline Park, a heritage trail could be of interest to both visitors and residents.

There is no doubt that your committee and volunteers have been busy with landscaping projects over the last 12 
months with a number of attractive schemes seen during our visit. It was clear from our visit than considerable work 
has gone into the preparation of different types of stand alone planters – the majority of which appear to be made 
from recycled plastic. A number of square box planters lined the perimeter of the green area and we were delighted 
to that they were stocked with colourful Michaelmas Daisies and Voilets – both of which are attractive to pollinators. 
The large tiered planters also impressed with their abundant summer flowering plants but it was observed that a 
number of the species that were included here (such as nemesia) are predominately ornamental. Including a greater 
proportion of pollen rich varieties is recommended when revising these schemes in the years ahead. Your entry 
form also refers to the positioning of ‘14 troughs on poles’ on the green area but these were not seen during the 
visit. Did we miss them? While we note from your entry form that while it is proposed to further increase the number 
of planters used, we recommend that consideration is given to limiting the number of stand alone planters (as they 
require high amounts of water and other supplements like compost / fertliser) in favour of planting additional 
permanent beds – which are much more robust and can be used for a greater range of plant species. We also 
enjoyed seeing the planted boats on the Hawbauline approach road and the Lana Coideil (spelt Leana Geadeal in 
your entry form) with its lobster pot, catmint, snap dragons and verbena visible. However, the boat in the large bed 
on the green space (Palmers Island) was in poor condition and it appeared to be a work in progress at the time of 
our visit. The fairy trail is a lovely addition and we have no doubt that is much appreciated and enjoyed by the 
younger age groups in Ringaskiddy. We would also like to commend your committee on the maintenance of this 
green space which is a very appealing amenity area with its nice mature trees, neatly trimmed grass, attractive 
seating areas and a well kept playground. We note from your entry form that a number of enhancements are 
proposed for Gobby beach (that involve car park improvements, adding more seating benches and planting native 
salt tolerant plants) and Paddys Point where additional pollinator friendly planting is proposed. We look forward to 
seeing these projects being completed in the near future.

It is great to see that the planting choices that you have made for many of your landscaping schemes show a high 
level of awareness of the need to make provision for pollen rich plant species - as these varieties make a positive 
contribution to pollinators and biodiversity. This is demonstrated by your decision to include a mix of pollen rich 
spring bulbs that include allium and crocus – both of which are a great early season source of food for hungry 
pollinators. It can also be seen by the plant varieties in the boat planters which include catmint, rosemary and 
verbena. Your stated target of reducing your usage of ornamental plant varieties is acknowledged and appreciated. 
We were pleased to observe the strong focus by your committee on tree planting and we would like to commend the 
Port of Cork who maintain the mature trees in the village. We note that mature hedging is used to screen the port 
fencing that runs along the green space and as this hedging is also a source of food and shelter for birds and 
insects, we wondered if any consideration has been giving to planting hedging along the port fencing on the 
Hawbouline approach road? Well done on forming a connection with the local school and we are glad to hear that 
the school children are engaging in your projects by undertaking beach cleans and planting pollinator friendly spring 
bulbs. We urge to continue to look for opportunities for future project collaborations with the School. Don’t forget that 
many tidy towns activities under the sustainability, nature and biodiversity categories make excellent school projects 
so consider having a meeting with the school teachers to see if they would like to take responsibility for any the 
tasks identified in your tidy towns action plan. We note that wildflower seeds have previously been spread in the 
large raised bed on the green but be minded that the national pollinator action plan for communities advises that 
wildflower meadows should be created naturally by reducing mowing – as this approach encourages natural 
wildflowers to build up gradually over time. We are glad to hear that the Port of Cork are avoiding the use of 
pesticides and it is not surprising to hear that this approach is having a beneficial impact on your ‘no mow areas’. 
Their appointment of a contact for biodiversity is a positive step forward and we welcome their plan to provide a 
pollen rich landscaping bed at the port entrance.

This category is an opportunity for your committee to tell us about all of the actions that you are undertaking to 
conserve energy, reduce resource use and avoid the generation of waste. Well done on segregating litter as this will 
ensure a larger proportion of the waste collected is recycled. Your plan to provide a wire and mesh bottle bin at the 
entrance to the beach will also help you to boost recycling. It is also noted that some projects are proposed under 
this category that include positioning water butts at the Community Centre to enable rain water recycling and to 
install a water refill station. These are all great projects and we look forward to seeing them completed in the near 
future. Consider also making your own compost for your landscaping scheme as this will enable you to avoid using 
commercially produced peat based composts. We note from elsewhere in your entry form that you grow some of 
your own plants from seeds and we urge you to keep this up. Why not set a target to source all of the plants and 
seeds that you require for your landscaping schemes from your own resources and from donations? We were also 
pleased to read that the bug hotel and fairy doors for the fairy trail are made from recycled timber. Noting that your 
committee is working closely with the National School, we would also like to hear about what they are doing to 
reduce energy and resource consumption and to avoid generating waste. Perhaps you could let us know next year? 
You are also encouraged to raise awareness of the need to adopt more sustainable behaviour in your wider 
community so consider hosting workshops on sustainability themes with the aid of the Environmental Awareness 
Officer in Cork County Council.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



It was clear during adjudication that your organised approach to litter control is paying off. Aside from a small 
amount of litter items on the green area (adjacent to the port entrance), Ringaskiddy was litter free. This is 
considered to be an excellent performance and we applaud the steps that you are taking to reduce the problem of 
littering and we urge you to continue to work with local businesses (who provide gloves, hi-vis vests and bags) and 
Cork County Council (who collect the segregated waste). Your engagement with the school on the theme of litter 
control is appreciated while showcasing the beach and other areas on your social media is considered to be a great 
idea as it demonstrates the importance of clean and tidy amenities and public areas to the wider community. Well 
done also on identifying problem areas such as the beach and the road beside the oratory and devising targeted 
actions to address the issues that have arisen. We are pleased to report that these measures appear to have 
worked as no problems were observed at these locations. We are glad to learn that you have also devised similar 
targeted responses to deal with ongoing littering and untidiness along the laneway that leads to Barnahely Castle (a 
fly tipping black spot) and the pathway that leads to the Martello tower. The standard of tidiness is also considered 
to be very high with kerbsides appearing weed free, pathways cleanly swept and signage in good condition. Small 
improvements are possible. Be sure to wash signs (and sign poles) during your clean ups as some untidy examples 
could be seen such as the Sli na Slainte sign that was visible opposite the green while the boat (Palmers Island) 
and the circular landscaping bed at the green was in need of attention. A sign pole with no sign was also seen on 
the green area. The actions that are being undertaken to address derelict and vacant buildings are covered under 
the residential areas section.

this category that include positioning water butts at the Community Centre to enable rain water recycling and to 
install a water refill station. These are all great projects and we look forward to seeing them completed in the near 
future. Consider also making your own compost for your landscaping scheme as this will enable you to avoid using 
commercially produced peat based composts. We note from elsewhere in your entry form that you grow some of 
your own plants from seeds and we urge you to keep this up. Why not set a target to source all of the plants and 
seeds that you require for your landscaping schemes from your own resources and from donations? We were also 
pleased to read that the bug hotel and fairy doors for the fairy trail are made from recycled timber. Noting that your 
committee is working closely with the National School, we would also like to hear about what they are doing to 
reduce energy and resource consumption and to avoid generating waste. Perhaps you could let us know next year? 
You are also encouraged to raise awareness of the need to adopt more sustainable behaviour in your wider 
community so consider hosting workshops on sustainability themes with the aid of the Environmental Awareness 
Officer in Cork County Council.

We are delighted to read that your committee have taken an active part in addressing derelict and problem sites in 
Ringaskiddy by engaging with Cork County Council on the issue. It is pleasing to see that progress has been made 
with the news that one of these sites has been put up for sale and it is hoped that a new and productive use can be 
found for this property soon. Well done also on tidying up the road adjacent to the oratory and the completion of the 
colourful mural with its positive message on the boundary wall here – as it provides an interesting and thoughtful 
addition to your village. We would like to commend the residents of both Martello Park and Ferry View Park as both 
of these areas looked very well during adjudication. We wondered if the maintenance of these areas is undertaken 
by the residents themselves? While name stones were observed at the entrances to both areas, we note that there 
are plans to provide bilingual name signage for them.

The joint approach taken by the Committee and the Port of Cork to maintaining the entrance to the village on the 
N28 is applauded and we are delighted to report that it looked great on adjudication day with its trimmed grass, 
recently planted trees, laurel hedging, hypericum and eye catching anchor feature. The approach road from 
Haulbowline also looks well with trimmed grass verges, mature trees, clean entrance signage and an attractive boat 
planter with abundant clumps of catmint. We note that there are ongoing issues arising from litter dropped from 
passing cars. Consider recording the number of bags of litter that are collected on a weekly basis as means of 
tracking whether the amount of litter is growing or declining. If the problem persists, be sure to discuss ways of 
responding to the problem with the litter prevention officer in Cork County Council.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We would like to congratulate you on your successful second entry to the tidy towns competition. It is heartening to 
see that all of the ingredients for successful participation appear to be in place with a highly motivated and 
well-organised committee that is backed up by enthusiastic volunteers and project partners. We await next year’s 
entry with great anticipation as we are excited to see what further progress will be made. Best of luck with your work 
programme over the next 12 months and we look forward to returning again in 2023!


