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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are pleased to welcome 
Monkstown to this years competition as we greatly appreciate your participation. It is great to see that your 
committee of 4 members is ably assisted by 40 volunteers and that you have developed strong links with the local 
tennis club, sailing club and the local community development committee. We also applaud your decision to work 
closely with the Churches in your community. This is considered to be both a practical and effective way to proceed 
and we would urge you to try and form links with as many community based groups in Monkstown as possible. Well 
done also on establishing relationships with Cork County Council, SECAD, LAWCO, and Bus Eireann and we 
wondered if your committee has approached Tus or the Community Employment Scheme and asked them for 
assistance? It is heartening to see that local businesses and employers such as Thermo Fisher, Bosun, Port Watch 
and Sisk are helping out too. We are glad to hear that your communication strategy is working out well and that 
there is strong local interest in your project updates on social media. You are commended on engaging the school in 
your activities as the local fourth class in your National School assist in a litter pick in the park and the Montessori 
students help out with planting in the Church grounds. Consider strengthening your links with the teachers and the 
schoolchildren by trying to involve them in projects under the landscaping and green spaces, biodiversity and nature 
and sustainability categories – as schoolchildren and youth groups have proved to be hotbeds for innovative new 
ideas in other tidy towns centres. Thank you for your completed application form and map as they were very helpful 
during adjudication. We read your five year plan with interest and it is recommend that your identified projects are 
arranged under the relevant tidy towns headings the next time the document is reviewed. We are delighted to hear 
that your participation in the competition has generated many benefits locally and we would like to thank your 
committee and volunteers for all of the hard work that you have undertaken and we urge you to continue. It is a 
pleasure to have Monkstown in the competition as we very much enjoy visiting each year.
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We very much enjoyed our first visit to Monkstown and we marvelled at the range of attractions that it offers. While 
its dramatic coastal setting and harbour views are very positive features of your area, we were delighted to see so 
many high quality period buildings which looked tremendously well. In the centre of the village, the commercial 
premises of the Bosun and the Ensign Bar stood out with their high standard of presentation and we loved seeing 
the traditional designs of the terraced residential buildings such as Mentone Villas. We are pleased to see that good 
buildings are not confined to the coastal front with many examples including St. Johns Church and the Sacred Hert 
Church drawing positive attention while Hazelhurst and Napoli the Italian Delicatessen also impressed. It is great to 
see that your committee are taking a proactive role with respect to the vacant and derelict properties in your town by 
reporting them to Cork County Council and insisting that they are included on the derelict sites register. This is a 
significant move as Local Authorities are encouraged under the recent Housing for All strategy to use their 
compulsory purchase powers to acquire vacant and derelict properties in order to assist in the regeneration of our 
towns and village centres. It was obvious from our adjudication that the uptake of your village painting scheme is 
high as the vast majority of properties looked bright and fresh in their new coats of paint! We were very interested to 
read about your proposals to replace the historic bandstand and provide public seating at Monkstown Sandquay 
(which is currently used for boat storage) and it is hoped that this exciting project can get underway soon. Well done 
on painting the old cast-iron gate on the walkway up to the school (which is an entrance to one of the historic 
terraces in Monkstown). We note that this is expected to be the first of many as your committee is intent on 
protecting the old cast-iron gates throughout Monkstown. The maintenance work that has been undertaken to the 
old pump to the rear of Tennis Club was also appreciated. The new signage on Sydenham Terrace looked 
exceptionally well and we loved the fact that the sign was crafted locally. Well done also on working with Bus 
Eireann to replace a damaged bus stop and we acknowledge the contribution of the Bosun to this important local 
project. Your decision to paint the ESB boxes is applauded as it adds colour and interest to items which are easily 
overlooked. A range of future projects under this category are acknowledged and they include; repainting the mural 
on the children’s practice wall at the tennis club, creating a new mural focusing on famous Irish botanist Ellen 
Hutchens and installing a village Christmas tree. Be sure to update us on these exciting projects next year.
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reporting them to Cork County Council and insisting that they are included on the derelict sites register. This is a 
significant move as Local Authorities are encouraged under the recent Housing for All strategy to use their 
compulsory purchase powers to acquire vacant and derelict properties in order to assist in the regeneration of our 
towns and village centres. It was obvious from our adjudication that the uptake of your village painting scheme is 
high as the vast majority of properties looked bright and fresh in their new coats of paint! We were very interested to 
read about your proposals to replace the historic bandstand and provide public seating at Monkstown Sandquay 
(which is currently used for boat storage) and it is hoped that this exciting project can get underway soon. Well done 
on painting the old cast-iron gate on the walkway up to the school (which is an entrance to one of the historic 
terraces in Monkstown). We note that this is expected to be the first of many as your committee is intent on 
protecting the old cast-iron gates throughout Monkstown. The maintenance work that has been undertaken to the 
old pump to the rear of Tennis Club was also appreciated. The new signage on Sydenham Terrace looked 
exceptionally well and we loved the fact that the sign was crafted locally. Well done also on working with Bus 
Eireann to replace a damaged bus stop and we acknowledge the contribution of the Bosun to this important local 
project. Your decision to paint the ESB boxes is applauded as it adds colour and interest to items which are easily 
overlooked. A range of future projects under this category are acknowledged and they include; repainting the mural 
on the children’s practice wall at the tennis club, creating a new mural focusing on famous Irish botanist Ellen 
Hutchens and installing a village Christmas tree. Be sure to update us on these exciting projects next year.

Well done on using natural stone from the church grounds to make new beds for pollinator friendly wall flowers and 
ornamental grasses around the native Rowan tree. These beds were a highlight and we particularly enjoyed seeing 
the colourful creeper extending along the natural stone wall to the rear of one of the beds. We applaud your decision 
to use old cardboard packaging as a weed barrier in this scheme and it is pleased to hear that 5 native beech trees 
(supplied by Cork County Council during National tree week) were used to fill the gaps in the hedge. The old 
lanterns here also looked smart and well done for revamping the planters around the grotto as they also looked 
nice. Elsewhere, the large planted bed (with its colourful red roses in bloom) at the junction of Castle Terrace and 
the coast road looked very well and you are commended on creating (and maintaining) so many attractive seating 
areas along the coastline which take full advantage of the wonderful views of the harbour. A pleasant scheme was 
also observed at the car park entrance and the tall black planters also caught our eye. However, a number of the 
beds within the car park were weedy and untidy looking and it is recommended that they are spruced up in time for 
next year. Your Community Park is a lovely amenity with its quaint pedestrian bridge entrance from Glen Road, 
fabulous new path, outdoor table tennis table and nice playground. Well done also on engaging in tree planting 
along the bank of the car park. A heap of shredded bark could be seen near the entrance of the car park – as it was 
being readied for use in your planting schemes! The railway walk is a delight and we enjoyed seeing the 
landscaping scheme (focused on pollinator friendly varieties) at its entrance, the wildlife strip of uncut grass adjacent 
to the wall and the information sign. The 2 km Monkstown Walk which follows Castle Terrace and which takes in all 
the key areas of your village (including both Churches and the Park) also provides for an enjoyable stroll. It is noted 
from your entry form that you have engaged in daffodil planting in public spaces around the village and while we 
appreciate that daffodils in bloom are very popular and should continue to be used, it is strongly recommended that 
a bigger mix of spring bulbs (to include pollen rich alliums, crocus and snowdrops) are planted as they all provide 
superior sources of food for pollinators.

It is pleasing to read that your committee and volunteers are fully aware of the benefits that flow to biodiversity from 
choosing shrubs and plants that are pollinator friendly for your landscaping schemes – and that you are taking the 
necessary steps to ensure that your plant choices make a positive contribution. This is demonstrated by your 
decision to plant a strip of pollinator friendly flowers and plants along the main thoroughfare for this year’s 
competition. We urge you to continue with this practice and to look for further opportunities to include pollen rich 
shrubs and plants in all of your landscaping schemes. Could a list of the plant species that you are using be 
submitted with your entry form next year? We were interested to read that you have encouraged your local 
community to participate in the annual Coast watch survey and we wondered if either your committee, any of your 
volunteers or members of the wider community have taken part? Don’t forget that a large number of schools also 
get involved in this worthy initiative in other tidy town centres so perhaps the pupils and teachers of Scoil Barra 
Naofa would consider participating? Your 3 for Sea project is considered to be both a sensible and practical way of 
asking the residents of Monkstown to keep the harbour waters clean and we are pleased to see that the signage 
was in place at the time of our visit. We would encourage you to try and think of ways of monitoring how many 
people take part in this initiative as a means of gauging its impact. Well done on providing the natural heritage 
information signage (adjacent to the public toilet beside the car park) as this is a very effective way of raising 
awareness of biodiversity amongst the wider community. We would also encourage you to investigate hosting 
events such as talks on the birdlife that can be found in the harbour (which could be done with the assistance of a 
volunteer from Birdwatch Ireland) or a seminar on promoting biodiversity (which could include details on pollinator 
friendly planting). Further tips on relevant projects for this category can be found in the tidy towns handbook.

Thank you for the details provided on the projects and activities that you have undertaken under this category for 
this year’s competition. It is clear from your entry form that there is a strong focus on re-using items to promote 
sustainability - the development of a WhatsApp community to actively share and pass on donated / unwanted items 
provides an example of this. The book bring and swap library is a second example of this type of activity. We are 
pleased to read that you are engaging in awareness raising activities by promoting seminars and webinars on 
nature and sustainability themes and by providing links to Biodiversity Ireland posts and other training opportunities. 
Can you also tell us about any talks, workshops or other events on energy conservation and waste minimisation that 
you have hosted in Monkstown? Don’t forget that assistance with organising sustainability events should also be 
available from the Environmental Awareness Officer in Cork County Council. It is great to see that woodchips for 
your projects are donated by a local tree surgeon and please let us know about any other actions that your 
committee and volunteers are carrying out to conserve energy, minimise resource use and avoid the generation of 
waste in your day-to-day activities. For example, many committees and volunteers make their own compost, grow 
their own plants, harvest their own seeds and capture rainwater (for watering landscaping schemes). Have your 
committee and volunteers undertaken any of these activities? We would also be interested to hear about what the 
schoolchildren in Scoil Barra Naofa and local businesses are doing to promote more sustainable behaviour in 
Monkstown. Perhaps you could include this information in your entry form in 2023?

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



The standard of litter control and tidiness was considered to be reasonably good during adjudication as many areas 
in Monkstown were clean and tidy. However, litter persisted in a number of highly visible locations that include the 
car park opposite the Bosun, around the public toilets, the car park of the Community Park and along the railway 
walk. It is noted that regular litter picks are carried out by your volunteers but as these areas appear more littered 
than others in Monkstown, it is recommended that they are monitored more frequently. Consider asking residents 
who regularly go for daily walks to assist you by picking up any items of litter that they spot. The standard of tidiness 
was also considered to be generally good but weed was noticeable in the landscape beds and along the boundaries 
of the car park (opposite the Bosun), on the railway walk and also in the car park of the Community Park - and this 
created a somewhat untidy appearance at these locations. In addition, the concrete steps leading down to the 
Community Park and some concrete steps leading down to the railway walk (from the coastal road) where also 
overgrown. We would like to commend the committee on the activities that have been undertaken under this 
category which included power washing the footpaths and road signage and for taking action on outdated signage 
and inappropriate fly posters. This is clearly having a positive effect as no posters were visible during our visit. Well 
done also on promoting responsible dog ownership as the posters completed by the schoolchildren were visible in a 
number of different locations in Monkstown.

nature and sustainability themes and by providing links to Biodiversity Ireland posts and other training opportunities. 
Can you also tell us about any talks, workshops or other events on energy conservation and waste minimisation that 
you have hosted in Monkstown? Don’t forget that assistance with organising sustainability events should also be 
available from the Environmental Awareness Officer in Cork County Council. It is great to see that woodchips for 
your projects are donated by a local tree surgeon and please let us know about any other actions that your 
committee and volunteers are carrying out to conserve energy, minimise resource use and avoid the generation of 
waste in your day-to-day activities. For example, many committees and volunteers make their own compost, grow 
their own plants, harvest their own seeds and capture rainwater (for watering landscaping schemes). Have your 
committee and volunteers undertaken any of these activities? We would also be interested to hear about what the 
schoolchildren in Scoil Barra Naofa and local businesses are doing to promote more sustainable behaviour in 
Monkstown. Perhaps you could include this information in your entry form in 2023?

We very much enjoyed exploring Monkstown and seeing the range of different house types on view. The traditional 
style terraced housing on Castle terrace and Glen Road are particularly impressive while the larger structures on the 
coast road are very distinctive and eye-catching. It is great to see that the standard of presentation is generally high 
and we would like to acknowledge the hard work that has been undertaken by property owners and occupiers to 
maintain their properties and ensure that they looked their best for our visit. The work undertaken to paint sea and 
jungle themed scenes on the ESB boxes is appreciated and the provision of colourful bollards at the school is also 
commended.

We would like to congratulate the committee on being awarded a grant of €10,000 for a new footpath and we are 
delighted to hear that it is now place and proving to be very popular for different age groups who use it for a range of 
activities including skating, biking, running, buggy pushing, etc. In our view, this is an excellent example of a project 
that was made possible by a tidy towns committee and which has made a significantly positive difference to the 
community in Monkstown - so well done to everyone who was involved in this improvement. We are also very 
pleased to hear that you propose further upgrades to the park with the planting of native hedgerows along its 
perimeter and additional pollinator friendly landscaping planned. Well done also on working closely with Cork 
County Council to develop a new pedestrian crossing in the centre of the village as this has also improved 
accessibility for pedestrians and cyclists. We are delighted to hear that the committee are actively advocating for the 
improvement of cycling infrastructure in your village by trying to speed up the delivery of the planned Greenway 
from Passage West to Carrigaline. This sounds like a particularly exciting project and we would like to hear more 
about it in 2023.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We would like to congratulate your committee on your performance in this year’s competition as it is clear that your 
projects are continuing to deliver enhancements for Monkstown which make it a better place to live, work and visit. 
Keep up the good work and we look forward to returning again in 2023.


