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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are delighted to welcome 
Minane Bridge to the competition this year and it was a pleasure to visit your lovely village and see the work of your 
hard-working committee of 4 members at first hand. We were struck by the range and quality of projects that could 
be seen and noting the relatively limited size of your committee, this is considered to be a significant achievement. 
We are pleased to hear that you have 10 volunteers helping you and as you made no reference to other community 
groups, sports or social clubs in your village (aside from Men’s Shed), it is strongly recommended that you seek 
them out and ask if they would be interested in getting involved. We are glad to read that you enjoy strong support 
from local businesses that include Noblewood landscaping, the Carrigaline Co-op superstores, Aidan Lombard and 
the Crosshaven / Carrigaline Credit Union. In our view, this demonstrates a high level of appreciation as all of these 
businesses clearly value the work that you are doing. We note that Cork County Council and Pobal also provide you 
with assistance and we wondered if Fas / Tus have been approached and asked to help out? It is heartening to read 
that your committee and the playgroup and national school in your village work closely together. We would 
encourage you to continue to look for collaborative projects with the schools as they are often hotbeds of ideas and 
a great source of enthusiastic young helpers! When discussing potential joint projects with the teachers and 
schoolchildren, it is recommended that you focus on the landscaping and green spaces, nature and biodiversity and 
sustainability categories as these are all themes in the Green Schools Programme. Thank you very completed 
application form and map as both were very helpful when exploring your lovely village. The map could be further 
improved by adding a legend which explains each of the numbers. It is great to hear that your committee has 
benefited from the competition and we urge you to continue to participate and make further progress.
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We enjoyed our first trip to Minane Bridge which is a very attractive village comprising a mix of buildings with both 
modern and traditional designs. We would like to commend the owners \ operators of O’Murchu’s Tabhairne and De 
Butleir for the high standard of presentation of their buildings as well as their ‘as Gaeilge’ signage. The appearance 
of the XL shop is similarly impressive and we admired the lovely new ‘parklet’ with benches that has been provided 
outside it  - this is a valuable new addition to outdoor spaces in your village. Both the Church and the School looked 
very well in their fresh coats of paint and well done on providing new picnic benches on beautifully maintained 
Church grounds. The Tracton Arts and Cultural Centre is also very well maintained. We enjoyed reading about the 
other projects that have been carried out under this category for this year’s competition. We read about the plan to 
board the windows of the derelict house and to improve the appearance of the vacant granary building with interest. 
While we agree that these actions are appropriate as short-term measures, the restoration or redevelopment of this 
properties for productive reuse is the desirable long term solution – particularly as there is a nationwide shortage of 
properties and accommodation. We recommend that you raise the matter with the property activation unit of Cork 
County Council as they have a range of powers available to them to take action on derelict sites. It is also noted that 
is proposed to provide a playground and that the Tracton playground committee have already identified a site and 
are working to acquire the land. We look forward to seeing this exciting project progress in the years ahead. It 
should also be noted that a number of the projects listed under this category in your entry are considered under 
other categories in this report.
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properties for productive reuse is the desirable long term solution – particularly as there is a nationwide shortage of 
properties and accommodation. We recommend that you raise the matter with the property activation unit of Cork 
County Council as they have a range of powers available to them to take action on derelict sites. It is also noted that 
is proposed to provide a playground and that the Tracton playground committee have already identified a site and 
are working to acquire the land. We look forward to seeing this exciting project progress in the years ahead. It 
should also be noted that a number of the projects listed under this category in your entry are considered under 
other categories in this report.

Your determined attempts to include pollinators friendly species in landscaping schemes are much appreciated and 
thank you for the list of the plants that you have chosen for this purpose. The choices that you have made are 
evident on the road side margins along the GAA grounds and the plant species that are used here are considered to 
add colour and interest. It is great to see that evergreen species which provide year round colour have also been 
included. We note that daffodils bulbs are also placed here and we strongly recommend that the number of daffodils 
is reduced next year in favour of crocus, alliums and snowdrops to further supplement your pollen rich planting. We 
salute your attempts to screen the ball alley concrete block wall with Cissus climbers and we heartily agree that it 
has proved to be very successful. We observed that it had already reached the top of the wall at the time of 
adjudication and we wondered how long ago it was planted? Many tidy towns committees in other centres have 
sought advice on effective creeper plants that are both evergreens and pollinator friendly and you might have 
discovered a ‘best practice’ example of this! We enjoyed seeing the tubs at the Granary and the GAA grounds and 
the planted boxes on the bridge as they introduce warm summer colours into your village. However, please note 
that large numbers of planters that are stocked with seasonal flowering plants are not encouraged due to the 
resources they require (i.e. regular watering and other supplements) and their limited contribution to pollinators. We 
also agree with the adjudicator in 2021 and recommend that it is best to focus on permanent planted beds where 
possible as they are more robust and they can accommodate a much wider range of plant species. We are pleased 
to read that (beech) hedgerow planting (which was sown at the granary fencing) also features in your landscaping 
schemes and don’t forget to tell us about any tree planting that has taken place. For example, have any native tree 
species been planted on the Millenium walk? The planting of 3 Christmas trees is considered to be a great idea and 
we are pleased to hear that it has been such a success locally. We also enjoyed our visit to the millennium walk – it 
is a fantastic amenity for your village and we have no doubt that it is appreciated by everyone. We also enjoyed 
visiting the picnic areas on the edge of the Church car park and opposite O’Murchus Pub.

Our visit to your village has demonstrated that your committee and volunteers are both knowledgeable and 
passionate about conserving and enhancing biodiversity. This can be seen through your commitment to include 
pollinator friendly species in your landscaping schemes and for engaging in wildflower planting (which was seen 
behind the Minane Bridge sign). This is considered to be a really important project as it may enable your village to 
become a pollination ‘hotspot’. We would urge you to go one step further and ask private home owners and 
occupiers to plant up there gardens with pollinator friendly species too – as this will further increase the sources of 
pollen that are available to pollinators in Minane Bridge. Don’t forget that you can supplement your pollinator 
planting by taking a ‘don’t mow let it grow’ approach to grassed areas in your village. Why not identify some suitable 
areas that could be left uncut as it will generate multiple benefits for diversity as well as conserving energy (through 
less mowing) and generating less waste (grass clippings). It is important to remember that all of these pollinator 
actions are being taken for a very specific reason – which is to benefit and increase the number of pollinators. 
Consider asking the school to carry out bee and butterfly counts at different times of the year as a means of 
assessing the impacts of your actions. We were interested to read that your committee have hosted a series of talks 
and walks on biodiversity and we would love to hear some further details on this next year. We note that a number 
of future projects are proposed under this category that include installing two bat boxes and bird nesting boxes and 
we look forward to hearing about how this goes next year. The various projects proposed for the Minane river 
stretch of the Millenium walk are acknowledged and we are pleased to read that you will be seeking the necessary 
advice before any work is undertaken to the river or riverbank (both of which are very sensitive habitats). The 
proposed protection of Minane Marsh (a candidate Natural Heritage area) is also acknowledged and we look 
forward to hearing further details on this project in 2023.

We applaud the enthusiasm of your committee for looking for projects that will help your community to conserve 
energy, minimise resource use and avoid the generation of unnecessary waste. It is clear that your community 
engages in recycling with two bring sites with one for bottles, cans and clothes and one for metal available. We were 
interested to hear that the school has adopted green school principals and we wondered if they are willing to 
undertake joint projects with your committee? We noted the difficulties of sourcing compost bins in your area and it 
is hoped that this issue can be resolved with the adoption of the waste action plan for a circular economy. We are 
pleased to see that your committee are pushing ahead with a range of good practical actions that are designed to 
make your day-to-day tasks more sustainable. These include using waste or surplus materials for your projects 
(such as making the bird boxes out of offcuts of timber) and using plants that have been grown from seed or 
sourced from donations for your planting schemes. We would also like to know if you make your own compost or if 
rainwater is harvested for use on your planters? Does your committee avoid the use of chemical fertilisers and 
weedkillers? All of these actions are important and will help you to reduce resource use and avoid \ minimise waste 
generation. We note that the sustainable development group ran a bike to school morning in May and we wondered 
if there are any plans to repeat this on a once or twice-weekly basis to promote active travel and conserve energy? 
We would appreciate feedback on these points in 2023.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



We understand from your entry form that your committee and volunteers work hard to achieve a good standard of 
litter control in your village. You will be pleased to hear that virtually no litter could be found on adjudication day and 
we would like to congratulate you on this good performance. Small isolated items of litter could be seen at the picnic 
area in the Church car park, outside the school and adjacent to the Church entrance. The standard of tidiness was 
also considered to be high and it is clear that a great deal of attention is paid to sweeping footpaths, maintaining 
road verges and weeding beds. A small number of improvements remain possible. Remember that the sign poles 
are just as visible as the sign and they should get attention during your cleanups. An untidy water pump was spotted 
adjacent to the DeBhuitleir Pub and it is recommended that this is spruced up for next year. We are pleased to read 
that the flower bed at the DeBhuitleir Pub is to be revamped over the next 12 months as it was also quite overgrown 
and untidy looking. It is also proposed to upgrade the surfacing here? The large yellow Cork County Council trailer 
was spotted in the Church car park and we wondered if this is to be parked here on a temporary basis? We were 
also delighted to read that the amount of litter that you collect each day is declining and well done on providing 
signage to promote responsible dog ownership.

We would appreciate feedback on these points in 2023.

There is a lovely mix of homes in Minane Bridge with neat terraces of traditional style housing, modern detached 
dwellings and attractive estates. We are pleased to report that there was a consistently high standard of 
presentation throughout and we would like to compliment all property owners and occupiers for maintaining their 
properties and supporting the efforts of the committee and volunteers. Old Forge Court looked very well during the 
visit and it is an attractive development that reflects the traditional housing designs that can be seen elsewhere in 
your village. We loved the entrance planting and the name signage at River Valley while Spruce Grove also 
impressed with its carefully maintained green areas.

We would like to extend our hearty congratulations to Minane Bridge for your success in the pride in our community 
awards. It is great to hear that you won the best maintained award in October 2021. In our view, this is richly 
deserved and a just reward for all of your efforts. We are also delighted to read that you have been successful in 
your application for village enhancement funding and that an award of €65,000 has been made available to improve 
your village. This is fabulous news and we look forward to seeing the improvements that will flow from this funding in 
the years ahead. We would also like to commend the committee on the excellent work that you have carried out on 
approach road maintenance – they all looked very well with their good quality surfacing, visible signage, neatly 
maintained verges and colourful (as well as pollinator friendly) landscaping.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We are confident from our visit to your lovely village that you are making excellent progress in this competition and 
we urge you to keep up the good work. Be sure to take the feedback included in this report into account when 
preparing your work programme for next year. We are looking forward to returning to Minane Bridge in 2023.


