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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are delighted to read that 
your committee and volunteers have returned to the competition following your first time entry in 2021. Your 
involvement is greatly appreciated and the relatively large number of members on your committee (15) and 
volunteers (20) augers well for the future as it demonstrates a high level of enthusiasm for the competition and a 
good community spirit. It is great to see that you formed links with statutory organisations (Cork County Council and 
SECAD), local businesses (Woods Bar and Shop, Supervalu Middleton, CB tool hire, Liam O’Mahony garage) and 
voluntary groups (Lisgoold Community Council and Middleton Men’s Shed). In our view, this is a very sensible way 
to proceed as all of these organisations and groups can offer valuable resources and support for your future 
projects. It is noted that you have also started to make connections with Leamlara School and we encourage you to 
meet with the students and teachers to try and identify projects for your village that you could collaborate on. It is 
important to remember that many of the actions that you are likely to undertake in the green spaces and 
landscaping, nature and biodiversity and sustainability categories make excellent school projects – and the 
schoolchildren and teachers are often happy to be involved. We are glad to see that you have already collaborated 
with the local youth club and we urge you to keep this up. We would also like to commend your committee and 
volunteers, who along with the ladies GAA team, made collections for those affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank 
you for your entry form as it was very helpful during adjudication and your 3 to 5 year plan was read with interest. 
Could a larger map be provided next year? When revising your plan in the years ahead, be sure to list each of the 
projects you included under the relevant tidy towns categories.
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This was the first time that your adjudicator had visited Lisgoold / Leamlara and it proved to be a most enjoyable 
experience. Both villages have an lovely rural setting and we particularly liked the historic buildings that can be seen 
(such as both Churches). The standard of presentation of commercial buildings such as Woods shop and Pub is 
very high while the Community Centre also looked very well. Your entry form indicates that a number of projects 
were completed under this category for this year’s competition. We would like to heartily congratulate the 
committee, volunteers, Middleton youth worker Ross Banner and all the members of Lisgoold Youth Club on the 
excellent mural that they painted in the middle of the village. By including activities such as tidy towns, the GAA, 
horse riding and biodiversity – it provides a good and artistic representation of rural life that adds colour and interest 
to the centre of Lisgoold. We would also like to acknowledge the contribution of Helena Mulcahy who provided 
sponsorship for the feature. We are glad to see that your committee and volunteers are working closely with the 
Community Council Forest Group and Coillte to provide signage for forest trails at the Standish Barry Estate forest 
in Leamlara. This is considered to be an excellent addition to your village and we have no doubt that the trails are 
enjoyed by visitors and residents alike. Noting that there are plans to extend the number of trails in the years ahead, 
we would appreciate an update on this project in your entry form next year. We would also like to acknowledge the 
future projects proposed under this category that include the replacement of entrance signage to village and the 
provision of seating and street furniture.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

224

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

34

30

30

17

10

40

25

25

211

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 224

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

17/06/2022

 



in Leamlara. This is considered to be an excellent addition to your village and we have no doubt that the trails are 
enjoyed by visitors and residents alike. Noting that there are plans to extend the number of trails in the years ahead, 
we would appreciate an update on this project in your entry form next year. We would also like to acknowledge the 
future projects proposed under this category that include the replacement of entrance signage to village and the 
provision of seating and street furniture.

Your entry form indicates that the committee and volunteers have been particularly busy with projects under this 
category for 2022. The colourful floral baskets that were placed beneath the entrance signs to your village were 
admired during adjudication and in our view, they help to create a positive first impression for the visitor. The 
hanging baskets and floral displays could be seen on Lisgoold bridge were similarly impressive as they provided a 
burst of warm summer colours. Over time, we recommend that a move is made away from baskets to permanent 
beds for landscaping purposes - as the permanent beds are more suitable for a greater range of plant species and 
generally require less maintenance (and water). They can also be used for planting perennials that offer year-round 
colour. In the meantime, why not try and identify areas that will be suitable for permanent beds in each of the 
villages? Perhaps the welcome stone at the entrance of Leamlara would be a suitable location? Well done to all who 
are involved in the enhancement of the grotto in Leamlara which looked crisp and fresh with its new coat of paint 
and its attractive half barrel planter. We were glad to see that tree planting has also taken place with a line of young 
trees spotted on the roadside adjacent to the Community Centre in Lisgoold. However, it was noted that in many 
instances the straps securing the trees to the wooden supports were taut and it is recommended that they are 
removed without delay. We would also be interested to hear about any additional tree planting that is planned for 
the years ahead. Please let us know in 2023. The project involving the provision of a biodiversity bank at the bridge 
is considered under the nature and biodiversity category.

We are delighted to learn that your committee and volunteers have sought the advice of the former Biodiversity 
Officer (at SECAD) and a local horticulturalist to inform your projects for this category. We were particularly 
interested to read about the planting of the biodiversity bank at the bridge with its mix of existing plants and the 
addition of foxgloves, bluebells, London pride, daffodils and ferns – and we look forward to seeing this project 
progress when we return in 2023. It is heartening to read that your committee and volunteers have made a decision 
to leave some grassed areas of your village uncut in order to support pollinators and enhance biodiversity. This is 
considered to be a particularly important action as it also enables the growth of pollen rich natural wildflowers and a 
reduction on the energy used in mowing. Similarly, the adoption of ‘no mow May’ is considered to be a great 
initiative as it will provide for early sources of pollen for hungry pollinators. We would appreciate if you could forward 
some photos of the areas that are left uncut in May next year with your entry form. It is pleasing to see that a 
number of roadside areas that have been affected by roadworks have been selected for pollinator planting and we 
would welcome further details on this project in 2023. Don’t forget that there are plenty of actions under the nature 
and biodiversity category that would be suitable for school projects – so why not meet with the school and youth 
group to see if you can get them involved.

The standard of litter control on adjudication day was generally high with the majority of areas in both villages 
appearing clean and tidy. Small amounts of litter could be found at the field gates that are opposite and adjacent to 
the mural and close to the entrance to the playground in Lisgoold but overall, both villages were largely litter free. 
This demonstrates that your hard work on litter patrols and your participation in the National Spring Clean are 
paying off. The standard of tidiness was also considered to be good with footpaths cleanly swept and road verges 
neatly trimmed. Improvements remain possible however. While the condition of signage was generally good, an 
untidy yield sign could be seen beside Woods Pub and Shop and the black-and-white finger post adjacent to the 
grotto needed to be power washed.

We applaud the pragmatic and sensible goal of using resources that come from your village and town lands where 
possible and for using local suppliers for the products and services that you need to complete your tasks. Your 
partnership approach to sourcing plants for your landscaping schemes is also commended – as we note that they 
are grown locally by the ladies of the ICA. Don’t forget to also tell us about the actions that you undertake to 
minimise energy and resource usage in your day-to-day projects. For example, do you make your own compost or 
harvest your own seeds? Did you source second-hand or waste timber to construct hanging baskets or planters? Is 
rainwater harvested for watering purposes? We would appreciate some feedback on these points next year. It is 
pleasing to read that the Leamlara national school is very active on sustainability and that it has run a range of 
workshops on recycling. Please let us know if your committee have (or are considering) adopting any of best 
practice examples covered in these workshops for your villages? We would also like to hear about the actions that 
the School is undertaking that are designed to conserve energy and other natural resources and to minimise waste.

There is an interesting mix of traditional and modern buildings in both villages which provide variety in design and 
interest for the visitor. However, the standard of presentation is generally good. It is pleasing to see that the 
residents of the estates (such as Woodbrook) are actively engaged in tidy towns tasks as well as maintaining their 
own areas and the playground GAA pitch. We would also like to know if the residents of estates have been asked to 
participate in your ‘no mow May’ initiative or to engage in pollinator friendly planting? Please let us know in 2023.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



participate in your ‘no mow May’ initiative or to engage in pollinator friendly planting? Please let us know in 2023.

The standard of approach roads into both villages is generally high – with neatly trimmed verges and clean signage. 
In Lisgoold, the prominent signage and colourful landscaping creates a positive first impression for the visitor. The 
footpath improvement works that will link the Church with the GAA grounds were underway at the time of 
adjudication and we look forward to seeing them completed when we return next year. The standard of road 
surfacing on the road that links Lisgoold Church and Woods Bar and Shop could be improved and we wondered if 
this is to take place in conjunction with the footpath enhancements? It is noted that a plan has been put together for 
planting and street landscaping and we would welcome further details on this next year.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We would like to congratulate your committee and volunteers on your very successful second year in the 
competition. As a result of your hard work, the improvements to your villages are already clearly visible and we urge 
you to keep it up. We look forward to returning again in 2023 when further improvements are anticipated.


