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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are pleased to welcome 
your hard-working committee of 19 members to the competition this year and it is great to see that the 20 additional 
volunteers that became involved during lockdown have ‘stayed the course’ and continue to be involved in your 
projects. It is heartening to hear that there is a great working relationship with your local district office (of Cork 
County Council) and we have no doubt that this has helped you to get your projects completed. Well done also on 
forming links with SECAD, Coillte, the SEAI, the Community Employment Scheme, the National Trails Office and 
the National Biodiversity Data Centre and we urge you to maintain these links going forward. Many local businesses 
(in Ladysbridge, Castlemartyr and Killeagh) are proud to provide you with support and in our view, this shows that 
they value and appreciate the great work that you are doing. It is particularly pleasing to see that your projects are 
firmly rooted in your community with good connections in place (and collaborative projects underway) between your 
committee and other voluntary groups such as the Ballymacoda / Ladysbridge Community Council, the Castlemartyr 
Community Council, Father O’Neill’s GAA club and the Ladysbridge Hall. We read about your comprehensive 
communication strategy with interest and we strongly agree that it is doing its job well and getting your message out. 
We applaud your decision to appoint a schools liaison officer to forge closer links with Kilcredan national school and 
be sure to continue to work closely with your local sports clubs (such as the GAA and badminton clubs) as it is a 
great way to boost participation among younger age groups. Thank you for your completed entry form which was 
read with interest. It was obvious that a great deal of work had gone into its preparation and your effort here is 
appreciated. As the entry form now extends to 52 pages, we would ask you to try to reduce its length next year by 
limiting the commentary sections, avoiding repetition and cutting down on the number of photos. Page numbers 
should also be included. Thank you also for your 3 year plan which identifies good practical projects under each of 
the tidy towns categories. We are glad to know that your participation in the competition has been a positive 
experience for your community and there is no doubt that your hard work has led to many significant improvements 
for your village.

45

We were delighted to have the opportunity to return to Ladysbridge after the disruptions of recent years and to see 
the great work of your committee at first hand. You will be pleased to hear that we weren’t disappointed as your 
lovely village looked great on a warm summer evening in June. We were not surprised to read that your village has 
been designated an architecture conservation area as the historical core appears to be intact and many original 
traditional style buildings remain. Well done also on providing indepth information panels on the history of your 
village and its surroundings as they are an excellent resource that visitors (and residents) can refer to. It is 
particularly pleasing to see that virtually every building is in good condition and in active use. We would like to 
compliment all building owners and occupiers on achieving such high standards of presentation. While all buildings 
looked very well, Scamps and Rascals, the E. O’Neill building and the Thatched Inn stood out while the freshly 
painted Church looked great. Motherways was undergoing renovation at the time of our visit and we look forward to 
seeing these works completed when we return in 2023. The Manchester Martyrs monument is a lovely distinctive 
feature located in the centre of your village and you are commended on your careful maintenance of this structure 
and its setting. We note that a number of projects were undertaken under this category for this year’s competition. 
The improvements to the surface car park were being carried out during our visit as a mound of surfacing material 
was spotted here. We were unable to see any bike racks (perhaps we missed them?) so be sure to draw attention 
to them in your 2023 entry form. Well done on continuing to maintain the old village school, the seating benches in 
the village and your planting schemes. The upgrades to the entrance of the Ladysbridge loop trail was appreciated 
and the information sign here was considered to be very helpful. We are also pleased to report that St Joseph’s 
cemetery looked fabulous with its new sign, new seating benches, trimmed grass areas, well-maintained plants and 
upgraded footpaths. The future projects that you have identified under this category (including setting up an arts and 
heritage centre with café and gift shop in the old village school) are acknowledged.

44

34

61

21

35

36

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

322

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

45

43

42

32

19

60

34

35

310

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 322

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

26/06/2022

 



particularly pleasing to see that virtually every building is in good condition and in active use. We would like to 
compliment all building owners and occupiers on achieving such high standards of presentation. While all buildings 
looked very well, Scamps and Rascals, the E. O’Neill building and the Thatched Inn stood out while the freshly 
painted Church looked great. Motherways was undergoing renovation at the time of our visit and we look forward to 
seeing these works completed when we return in 2023. The Manchester Martyrs monument is a lovely distinctive 
feature located in the centre of your village and you are commended on your careful maintenance of this structure 
and its setting. We note that a number of projects were undertaken under this category for this year’s competition. 
The improvements to the surface car park were being carried out during our visit as a mound of surfacing material 
was spotted here. We were unable to see any bike racks (perhaps we missed them?) so be sure to draw attention 
to them in your 2023 entry form. Well done on continuing to maintain the old village school, the seating benches in 
the village and your planting schemes. The upgrades to the entrance of the Ladysbridge loop trail was appreciated 
and the information sign here was considered to be very helpful. We are also pleased to report that St Joseph’s 
cemetery looked fabulous with its new sign, new seating benches, trimmed grass areas, well-maintained plants and 
upgraded footpaths. The future projects that you have identified under this category (including setting up an arts and 
heritage centre with café and gift shop in the old village school) are acknowledged.

There was plenty of good quality planting to be seen in Ladysbridge on adjudication day. The entrance landscaping 
schemes on approach roads looked very well with lovely colours and diverse species visible beside the name 
signage and old milk urns. The raised natural stone bed that could be found on either side of the entrance to the 
loop walk looked great and we were pleased to see that they included pollinator friendly species such as lavender, 
seaside daisies and shrubs. The work that you are continually undertaking on the maintenance (and upgrading) of 
the Longacre walk and picnic area is applauded and we have no doubt that this fabulous amenity is greatly 
appreciated by the residents of your village. The village car park looked nice with its mature roadside bed (also with 
lavender and seaside daisies) and an attractive new bed which was positioned on the car park perimeter (beside the 
natural stone wall). We would like to commend your committee and volunteers on your year round maintenance of 
the riverside jungle area which is a lovely space that looked great during adjudication with its appealing riverside 
bench, sculpted seat and eye-catching roses in bloom. Well done also on providing an information panel which 
details the tree, plant and wildlife species that can be found here. We applaud your decision to add a new bed of 
pollinator friendly plant species (Boithrin na mBeach) on the roadside bank beside the graveyard as it complements 
the pollen rich plants that can be found in your other landscaping schemes. The discreet planting which could be 
seen along the edge of the small green area between the monument and the seat in the centre of the village is 
considered to be an interesting choice of plant species and we look forward to seeing it mature in the years ahead. 
We were delighted to see that you are continually maintaining the landscaping schemes that can be found beneath 
the attractive village name signs (with your distinctive Ladysbridge logos) on all approach roads as this helps to 
create a positive first impression for the visitor.

Our visit revealed that your committee has a high level of awareness of biodiversity as this is shown by your 
inclusion of numerous pollinator friendly plant varieties in your landscaping schemes (such as Boithrin na mBeach 
and the pollinator zone in the jungle). These are very positive actions and we have no doubt that they are making a 
difference and boosting food sources for your pollinators. Perhaps the schoolchildren would like to monitor the 
impact of your landscaping schemes by carrying out bee and butterfly counts as a school project? We were also 
pleased to see that your work on pollinators has been recognised with the award of second place in the eco-friendly 
category of the 2021 pride in our community awards for Cork City and County. Your awareness of biodiversity is 
also demonstrated by your decision to limit maintenance and interventions to the natural environments at the 
Longacre picnic area and along the loop walk. We were delighted to see that grass is being allowed to grow at the 
Longacre picnic area with cutting limited to pathways which allow for access to the picnic tables, trees and 
information signage. It is great to see that alder trees have been added and we encourage you to try and find more 
sites in your village (and the surrounding area) to enable you to continue with your tree planting programme. The 
creation of the Willow huts is a lovely idea and we have no doubt that they are popular with the younger residents of 
your village. We were most interested to read about the biodiversity assessment and that an annual plan has been 
produced to create a long flowering meadow. While we understand that a number of steps need to be followed 
(removing the invasive winter heliotrope, etc) to carry out this project, we look forward to seeing its completion in the 
years ahead. Well done on regularly monitoring the river water quality and for participating in the East Cork 
biodiversity network. Your involvement in the clean coast group beach cleans is also commended.

A good range of projects are presented under this category and it is pleasing to see that the projects you are 
working on are intended to reduce the amount of energy you consume, minimise your usage of resources and avoid 
waste generation. We are also glad to see that there is a practical focus to your sustainability projects as you make 
your own compost and use coffee grounds as a soil supplement. It is pleasing to see that there is a water butt in 
place at a volunteer's house (to harvest rainwater) and that grey water is also used to water your landscaping 
schemes in summer. We wondered if you were able to avoid the use of self treated water entirely? It is also 
recommended that you consider growing your own plants and harvesting your own seeds as this would enable you 
to minimize waste by stocking your landscaping schemes from your own resources. Well done also on avoiding the 
use of paper for tidy towns purposes and for providing reusable cups at local events to ensure that no single use 
cups are used. Your commitment to recycling is demonstrated by your hosting of an annual clothes collection and 
your promotion of the recycling centre and the wee library. Try and think of ways in which the volumes of recycled 
materials can be recorded in Ladysbridge as this will enable you to work out if more (or less) people are engaging in 
these activities and if behaviour is changing for the better. You are commended on the work that you have done 
promoting more sustainable behaviour through your social media accounts and we wondered if any events are 
planned to help raise awareness of the need to conserve energy, reduce resource use and avoid waste generation 
in your wider community? Please let us know in your entry form next year.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



We are pleased to report that a very high standard of litter control was observed in Ladysbridge on adjudication date 
as aside from some litter at the entrance to Willow fields, your village was litter free. This is considered to be an 
excellent performance and it clearly demonstrates that your comprehensive approach to controlling litter (that 
includes appointing litter patrol coordinators, undertaking regular litter patrols and participating in National Spring 
clean) is proving to be very effective - so well done to everyone involved in it. The village was also very neat and 
tidy with paths cleanly swept, kerbs appearing weed free and road verges well maintained. A very small number of 
improvements remain possible. We were surprised to see that some of the black and white directional signs in the 
centre of the village needed attention and two sign poles with no sign were positioned beside the Ladysbridge 
entrance name sign in front of the cemetery. In addition, the base of the bins in the recycling areas was in need of a 
sweep and the map sign in the car park would benefit from a power wash. However, the overall standard of tidiness 
in your village was high and the hard work of your committee and volunteers on achieving this is commended.

materials can be recorded in Ladysbridge as this will enable you to work out if more (or less) people are engaging in 
these activities and if behaviour is changing for the better. You are commended on the work that you have done 
promoting more sustainable behaviour through your social media accounts and we wondered if any events are 
planned to help raise awareness of the need to conserve energy, reduce resource use and avoid waste generation 
in your wider community? Please let us know in your entry form next year.

The residential areas in Ladysbridge looked great during adjudication. Willow fields looked lovely with its nice 
signage, mature trees, trimmed grass areas and pleasant entrance landscaping comprising shrubs. Na Banta 
looked nice with its stone entrance name plate and well kept green areas while Rathcallan Wood also looked well 
with its mature shrub beds and attractive natural stone boundary walls. We note that new residential developments 
are under construction in your village and we applaud your ongoing engagement with the construction company as 
a means of ensuring that any issues are dealt with quickly. We were pleased to hear that a best estate competition 
is to be run next year as this should help to ensure that the standard of presentation of your estates will remain high.

The approach roads into Ladysbridge generally looked well during adjudication. The approach from Castlemartyr 
was impressive with mature trees, attractive natural stone boundary walls and natural verges visible. The cartwheel 
feature also looked well but the 50 kmph signs were in need of attention. The approach from Garryvoe achieved a 
similar standard and we admired the entrance landscaping and name sign here. However, once again the 50 kmph 
signs needed to be power washed. The work undertaken by your committee and volunteers on maintaining 
approach roads, improving the lady bridge loop entrance and the long acre walkway is appreciated.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit the lovely village of Ladysbridge once again and see the remarkable work of your 
committee and volunteers. As there are many exciting projects and initiatives underway in your village, we look 
forward to returning again in 2023 when further progress is anticipated.


