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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We would like to begin by 
thanking you for your high quality application form and map – both were considered to be excellent and a great help 
to us during our visit. Your entry form struck an excellent balance between being comprehensive and concise and 
we loved the strong focus on the projects that you have completed for this year’s competition. We strongly 
recommend that you continue with this pragmatic and user-friendly approach in the years ahead. We would also like 
to welcome your large committee of 20 members to the 2022 competition as your involvement is most appreciated. 
We note that there are 15 volunteers who help you out and while it is clear that they do excellent work, we 
wondered if more could be persuaded to join them. Now that the disruptions caused by the pandemic appear to be 
coming to an end, perhaps it is time for a recruitment drive? Given the size of your town, it is likely that many more 
potential volunteers are waiting in the wings. Consider organising a community clean up with a social event 
afterwards (such as a BBQ or picnic) as this could give you the opportunity to speak to residents who don’t normally 
participate. We would like to compliment you on the strong links that you have formed with a host of organisations 
including Cork County Council and the Bandon \ Kinsale Municipal District and the OPW. Do you also get 
assistance from Fas or Tus? It is great to see that you have also formed effective partnerships with the local Clean 
Coast group, Mens Shed and the active retired. Consider collaborating on projects with other sports, social or 
interest groups in your town as this can be a very effective means of boosting the level of local participation. It is 
great to see that local businesses are so supportive of your work and in our view, this demonstrates their 
appreciation of the many improvements that have stemmed from your projects. The connections that you have 
made with the schools, the guides and scouts are applauded and we encourage you to keep this up. We would also 
be interested to hear of any projects that you have delegated to them. Perhaps you could let us know in 2023? We 
are most appreciative of your kind words on the competition and we are delighted to hear that your participation 
over the last 40 years has maintained pride in your town and brought your community together. We are conscious 
that all this has (and is being) made possible by the hard work of your committee and volunteers – long may it 
continue!
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As adjudicators, we looked forward to the return of the in-person tidy towns competition this year as it affords us the 
opportunity to see the work of the tidy towns committee’s and volunteers at first hand and to visit lovely towns like 
Kinsale again. We were delighted to find that despite the many challenges of the last two years, your committee, 
community and town have persevered and it looks as good as ever! It is great to see that the many shops, 
restaurants, café’s and cultural attractions were busy once again with people enjoying the many attractions of your 
fine town. Praise is due to the business owners and operators for doing such a fine job on presenting their premises 
to a high standard. While it is not possible to list them all, the Blue Haven Hotel (and adjacent restaurant), the White 
House, O’Connor’s Pharmacy, the White House, Sheehys, the Gourmet Pantry, Finns Farmcut and the Post Office 
all looked particularly well while the playful arrangements of colourful flowerpots attached to the shop front of Oscar 
Madisons were eye-catching. We are delighted to note the great care and attention that is paid to maintaining your 
historic properties as this demonstrates your appreciation of the built heritage of Kinsale. The museum with its 
colourful planting and painted artefacts is most impressive and the Temperance Hall is a lovely structure. It is great 
to see that your historic buildings are used as thriving commercial premises as well as community uses with the 
Blue Haven restaurant, the Granary and the Library (an leabharlann) all providing fine examples of effective building 
repurposing. We would like to commend the committee on your efforts to draw attention to your built heritage with 
the urban spaces of the pound and milk market (with its tumble cart) combining their roles as heritage and 
information points. The maintenance work that has been undertaken on distinctive elements such as the walled 
town bronze cast, the cast iron benches and water pumps is very much appreciated as these items emphasise the 
unique identity of Kinsale. While vacant buildings and sites are thankfully rare, a small number such as Bacchus, the 
site adjacent to Supervalu and the site opposite the Granary were spotted while a vacant premises could also be 
seen opposite the Pound. Given the twin government priorities of the urban regeneration of towns and villages and 
expanding our housing stock, we recommend that these buildings and sites are brought to the attention of Cork 
County Council as their reuse is desirable. If the three single-storey cottages opposite the entrance to the Abbey 
well are also vacant, then they too should be included in this conversation. We were glad to see during our visit that 
Kinsale has moved with the times as there is renewed focus on outdoor public spaces. While such areas were 
always a strong part of your towns offering, we are delighted to observe some lovely new additions. The new picnic 
area at the seafront in the town car park is a very pleasant space and we have no doubt that it is proving popular 
with residents and tourists alike. The St Multose fisherman’s garden is a lovely space and you are commended on 
your treatment of incidental areas (such as the triangular area beside the post office that is used to demonstrate the 
towns nautical heritage). We are also pleased to see that outdoor spaces have been added to the hospitality 
experiences available in Kinsale with Salvis (on Pearse street) and O’Herlihys providing notable examples.
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to a high standard. While it is not possible to list them all, the Blue Haven Hotel (and adjacent restaurant), the White 
House, O’Connor’s Pharmacy, the White House, Sheehys, the Gourmet Pantry, Finns Farmcut and the Post Office 
all looked particularly well while the playful arrangements of colourful flowerpots attached to the shop front of Oscar 
Madisons were eye-catching. We are delighted to note the great care and attention that is paid to maintaining your 
historic properties as this demonstrates your appreciation of the built heritage of Kinsale. The museum with its 
colourful planting and painted artefacts is most impressive and the Temperance Hall is a lovely structure. It is great 
to see that your historic buildings are used as thriving commercial premises as well as community uses with the 
Blue Haven restaurant, the Granary and the Library (an leabharlann) all providing fine examples of effective building 
repurposing. We would like to commend the committee on your efforts to draw attention to your built heritage with 
the urban spaces of the pound and milk market (with its tumble cart) combining their roles as heritage and 
information points. The maintenance work that has been undertaken on distinctive elements such as the walled 
town bronze cast, the cast iron benches and water pumps is very much appreciated as these items emphasise the 
unique identity of Kinsale. While vacant buildings and sites are thankfully rare, a small number such as Bacchus, the 
site adjacent to Supervalu and the site opposite the Granary were spotted while a vacant premises could also be 
seen opposite the Pound. Given the twin government priorities of the urban regeneration of towns and villages and 
expanding our housing stock, we recommend that these buildings and sites are brought to the attention of Cork 
County Council as their reuse is desirable. If the three single-storey cottages opposite the entrance to the Abbey 
well are also vacant, then they too should be included in this conversation. We were glad to see during our visit that 
Kinsale has moved with the times as there is renewed focus on outdoor public spaces. While such areas were 
always a strong part of your towns offering, we are delighted to observe some lovely new additions. The new picnic 
area at the seafront in the town car park is a very pleasant space and we have no doubt that it is proving popular 
with residents and tourists alike. The St Multose fisherman’s garden is a lovely space and you are commended on 
your treatment of incidental areas (such as the triangular area beside the post office that is used to demonstrate the 
towns nautical heritage). We are also pleased to see that outdoor spaces have been added to the hospitality 
experiences available in Kinsale with Salvis (on Pearse street) and O’Herlihys providing notable examples.

There were many highlights with respect to landscaping and green spaces in Kinsale during our visit and it is difficult 
to review them all in this short report. The work that is being undertaken on the Bandon road is particularly 
impressive and we loved the wide range of plants and diversity of species that could be seen here which included 
roses, fuchia, hydrangeas and a variety of ferns. The biodiversity garden along the bank on Featherbed Lane 
(opposite Ardgwee house) looked well with its mix of lavender and what appeared to be bergenia. We enjoyed our 
visit to Humphrey Murphy Park which is a pleasant space offering attractive views of the harbour. It is noted that the 
planting that was provided here has a strong focus on trees and hedgerows and we appreciated the biodiversity 
guidance note on display at the entrance. The attention paid to the planting schemes in your town centre was 
obvious with exuberant and colourful planters spotted at the milk market (surrounding the tumble cart) and outside 
the museum building (where hanging baskets could also be seen). We enjoyed seeing the rose beds at the anchor 
and other implements in the space adjacent to the tourist office at the town car park while the narrow box planters 
that lined the walls of the picnic area looked very well. We enjoyed seeing the floral displays which adorned the 
quay walls, at the base of the bus stop sculpture close to the town park and in front of the tourist office – but none 
could be seen at the fish shed at the time visit. The Town Park is very pleasant central space with its attractive 
seating, popular playground and eye-catching flower baskets. The hydrangeas that line its perimeter were also in 
full bloom. Further out, the Dan Cummins Park offers very attractive views of the harbour but the wooden gates of 
its car park were locked. It should also be said that a good many more planting schemes could be seen whilst 
exploring Kinsale (such as the area in front of Mandeville Terrace) and while it is not possible to comment on all of 
them, it is fair to say that each one made a positive contribution to this category. While the approach of your 
committee to landscaping is tremendously impressive, there remains a notable reliance on ornamental seasonal 
bedding plants in town centre areas. These plant species make a limited contribution to biodiversity and require 
significant inputs of resources such as water and other supplements. It is recommended that the committee should 
explore ways of finding more sustainable alternatives to these plants in the years ahead as a means of addressing 
the priorities identified in the sustainability category.

We enjoyed reading about the new initiatives that are underway in Kinsale which are relevant to this theme. We 
were particularly interested to read about the ‘pledge your garden to pollinators’ project which is part of your three 
year plan. This is a great idea and one which has transformative potential for Kinsale. Could we get some further 
details next year? It will also be necessary for you to track the numbers who participate in the scheme and we would 
encourage you to map the locations of participants in order to monitor its spatial impact. Providing good guidance on 
planting choices will also be necessary to maximise its positive contribution and we wondered if your committee (or 
sponsors) will be providing pollinator plant cuttings and / or seeds to willing participants? Perhaps keen gardeners 
would be willing to make donations? We would appreciate answers to these questions next year. We are pleased to 
read that your committee continues to monitor Japanese Knotweed and we wondered if your activities are resulting 
in a reduction of its incidents? Kinsale is fortunate to have such a broad range of rich habitats such as Cammoge 
Marsh and Scilly Bog and Woods and we are delighted to read that these areas are continually monitored to ensure 
that all litter and dumping is cleaned up. Given the importance of these natural heritage areas, we wondered if Cork 
County Council can assist you in these tasks by installing suitable measures (such as CCTV) that would deter 
irresponsible activities such as illegal dumping. We are pleased to note that Kinsale College are actively involved in 
your work under this category by helping out with the maintenance of verges and by providing planting guides for 
the wider community. We wondered if they will also be providing guidance on the pledge your garden for pollinators 
initiative? Well done to the committee (and Men’s Shed) on continuing to install bird and bat boxes in different 
locations throughout your town and we would like to know if there is a monitoring programme in place for them. 
Perhaps this is something that the schools could help you with? We applaud your partnership with the Kinsale 
Harbour Master and Fishermen of Kinsale who bring ashore plastic and waste. Would it be possible for them to 
record how much waste is being removed on an annual basis – i.e. the number of skips, truckloads, etc as this 
would provide you with valuable data on the impact of the collections and help you to work out if the situation is 
improving or not. We salute your continuing partnership with the Clean Coast group and we look forward to seeing 
further progress on the creation and installation of the plastic collection bin at the dock beach.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



locations throughout your town and we would like to know if there is a monitoring programme in place for them. 
Perhaps this is something that the schools could help you with? We applaud your partnership with the Kinsale 
Harbour Master and Fishermen of Kinsale who bring ashore plastic and waste. Would it be possible for them to 
record how much waste is being removed on an annual basis – i.e. the number of skips, truckloads, etc as this 
would provide you with valuable data on the impact of the collections and help you to work out if the situation is 
improving or not. We salute your continuing partnership with the Clean Coast group and we look forward to seeing 
further progress on the creation and installation of the plastic collection bin at the dock beach.

The standard of litter control in town was exceptionally good in Kinsale with the vast majority of areas appearing 
neatly, tidy and litter free. We are confident that your litter patrols are working very well and we urge you to keep this 
up. While small amounts of litter could be seen in isolated locations, you will be pleased to hear that it was minimal 
and quite difficult to spot. It is recommended that areas where people congregate should be monitored more 
frequently as they present a higher risk of generating litter (for example litter was visible at the Pound and the bin 
was overflowing at the picnic area). Small amounts of litter could also be found along the steps that link Eastern 
Road and Long Quay. It is appreciated that these areas are difficult to maintain and we wondered if a Residents 
Association or a voluntary group would be interested in taking it on? The standard of tidiness was also considered to 
be high and it was clear that the tremendous effort had gone into weeding and sweeping all approach roads and the 
streets in central areas of the town. However, we spotted a small number of areas where improvements can be 
made. We were surprised to see that pronounced weed growth was present on the access lane to the Abbey well 
and it is strongly recommended that the gates and the sign of the famine graveyard are spruced up in time for next 
year’s competition. Signs and sign poles should also be assessed in the year ahead so that the signs and poles 
need to be washed, repaired or replaced can be identified. Examples of poles and signs that could be included in 
this review are the black and yellow sign pole (no sign) close to the entrance of Abbey well, the sign pole opposite 
Mandeville Terrace and the sli na slainte sign opposite Perryville House.

It is heartening to see that your work under this category is focused on three important themes of sustainability – 
conserving energy, reducing resource use and avoiding the generation of waste. The Kinsale community energy 
project sounds like a great initiative and we would welcome some further details on this in next year’s entry form. 
For example, does it involve the entire town or is it a specific housing estate or residential area? Noting the 
ever-growing importance of this issue, we would like to know if targets have been set for reductions in energy 
consumption and the measures that households are putting in place to achieve them. Their experience should also 
inform future actions that are taken. It is great to see that the businesses in Kinsale are also working to reduce the 
amount of waste that they generate and we would be interested to know the results of your pilot project with Dino’s 
in next year’s entry form. The installation of the water refill tap is warmly welcomed and you are encouraged to 
identify other locations where they could be installed. It is particularly pleasing to see that your committee are 
engaged in a range of sensible and practical activities that are designed to reduce resource use (such as rainwater 
harvesting and composting) and avoid waste generation (such as growing your own plants). We strongly encourage 
you to continue with these activities as you are providing an excellent example for the rest of your community 
members to follow. We also urge you to identify targets for these activities. Why not strive to be 100% self-sufficient 
with respect to your rainwater, composting and planting needs over the next 2 years? Not only would this 
demonstrate behaviour change, but it would also show that such changes are fully achievable. Don’t forget to tell us 
about any projects that are relevant to sustainability which are being undertaken by the schools in Kinsale next year.

It was clear during adjudication that home owners and occupiers in Kinsale take great pride in the appearance of the 
properties and gardens as the vast majority looked very well. We visited a number of areas during adjudication and 
formed the view that the standard of presentation was consistently high – so we would like to compliment everyone 
on the hard work that they’ve undertaken to achieve this. We enjoyed seeing the multicoloured hydrangeas on the 
approach to the Causeway estate in compass quay. The amenity areas are also very attractive with their neatly 
trimmed grass, trees and shrubbery. While Elton’s wood also looked very well, it is recommended that the stop sign 
at the entrance is power washed. The standard of maintenance at the Orchards was good but kerb weed was 
starting to show along the entrance road. River Meadows also looked well and we loved the quaint traditional style 
terraced housing at Mandeville Terrace and Abbey Road. It is also recommended that the locations of the 
residential areas that you would like us to visit next year are marked on the map that you submit with your entry 
form.

The standard of approach roads was generally very high with the Bandon road looking most impressive with its 
recently planted bank, visible signage and carefully maintained verges. The R600 coast road also provides a 
positive first impression with its colourful planted boats (close to the speed limit signage and opposite the Trident 
hotel) reminding visitors of Kinsales close association with the sea. We would like to compliment the port for the 
maintenance that they undertake on and around the pier as it looked neat and tidy during our visit. We enjoyed our 
discovery of Scilly walk as it is a lovely amenity for your town. The coastal walkway to Archdeacon bridge and onto 
Cammogue Marsh is similarly impressive. It is also noted that the new road and pedestrian footpath has been 
upgraded and provided with edible plant varieties and we would encourage you to include the location of this project 
on the map that you submit with your entry form next year.
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Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to return to Kinsale this year and we were delighted to find that despite the disruptions created by 
the Pandemic, your committee continued to push ahead with your plans and projects. This demonstrates your 
enthusiasm and commitment to make progress and your determination to continually improve your town. Well done 
again and we look forward to returning again next year. Best of luck for 2023!


