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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are pleased to welcome 
your hard-working committee of 6 to 10 members to the competition this year. We note from your entry form that the 
numbers who volunteer in Killeagh varies each week and like the adjudicator in 2021, we are delighted to see that 
you work closely with other community groups in your village such as the Community Council, Historical Society, 
Glen Bower Wood and Lake Limited and the Monday club. We are interested to know how these collaborations 
work. For example, are projects delegated to other groups or are they undertaken in partnership with your 
committee? Please let us know in your entry form next year. Well done on maintaining your strong links with Cork 
County Council, Fas / Solas and local businesses and organisations as their support is clearly important to your 
ongoing projects. Your communication strategy appears comprehensive as it focuses on both traditional and digital 
communication methods. It is great that there is a good relationship between your committee and the school as it 
has led to their participation in the National Spring Clean and the inter-village litter challenge. It is important to 
remember that schools have made important contributions to projects under the landscaping and green spaces, 
nature and biodiversity and sustainability categories in other tidy town centres and we recommend that you meet 
with teachers and students to try and identify other projects (in addition to the cleanups and litter picks) that they 
could get involved in. Your entry form and map were appreciated as they were helpful during adjudication. Thank 
you for submitting your three year plan as it was read with interest. As a review is planned for next year, try and 
identify projects in your new plan under each of the tidy towns categories – as this will help ensure that you take a 
balanced approach to the competition and that you can make progress on all fronts. it is also recommended that 
your action plan preparation process should be collaborative with inputs from the other community groups that you 
work with as well as the school. We would also like to thank you for your feedback and we are delighted to know 
that your participation in the competition has been such a positive experience which has fostered pride in your 
village and community as well as integrating new residents. This has been made possible by your consistent hard 
work and commitment and we would like you to know that your efforts are very much appreciated.
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Killeagh looked stunning on a warm summers evening in June. We were struck by the lovely mix of old and new 
buildings and it was particularly pleasing to see that their standard of presentation was notably high. We loved the 
old thatch pub and the mill structure to the rear provides it with a dramatic backdrop. The church with its attractive 
grounds also stood out while the Greywood Arts building (in the former RIC Barracks) and St Albans Church and 
graveyard (at the other end of the village) were similarly impressive. The information signage (which we understand 
as the work of the local historical society) is a wonderful addition and we very much enjoyed reading about your 
heritage buildings. We wondered if a heritage trail map could be added? This would enable visitors to your village to 
immediately identify all of the features of interest in Killeagh. Other structures that caught our eye included the old 
stone marker (indicating a distance of 22 miles Cork city) adjacent to the entrance to St Albans and the carved 
stone panels and the natural stone wall of the church. The bridge with its new pedestrian walkway (referred to in the 
2021 adjudicator’s report) is excellent. A word of praise is necessary for the many commercial premises in your 
village too as they have been working hard to achieve a high standard of presentation for their properties. The 
Killeagh Pharmacy, the Centra, the Credit Union, the Garda Station, John O’Brien, Kennedys Bar, Tattans, 
Coleman’s, O’Mahonys, Fogarty Bros garage, Vibez and Flynns (opposite the church) all deserve a special mention 
while the school (and its grounds) also impressed. The Community Centre is also a key building but it is likely to 
need a fresh coat of paint for 2023. We note from your entry form that your committee have been busy with projects 
cleaning up the Killeagh old cemetery and St Fergal’s cemetery as well as undertaking maintenance along the 
banks of the river. Is there any update on the vacant properties (referred to by last year’s adjudicator) that were 
purchased in 2021? Please let us know in your entry form next year.
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immediately identify all of the features of interest in Killeagh. Other structures that caught our eye included the old 
stone marker (indicating a distance of 22 miles Cork city) adjacent to the entrance to St Albans and the carved 
stone panels and the natural stone wall of the church. The bridge with its new pedestrian walkway (referred to in the 
2021 adjudicator’s report) is excellent. A word of praise is necessary for the many commercial premises in your 
village too as they have been working hard to achieve a high standard of presentation for their properties. The 
Killeagh Pharmacy, the Centra, the Credit Union, the Garda Station, John O’Brien, Kennedys Bar, Tattans, 
Coleman’s, O’Mahonys, Fogarty Bros garage, Vibez and Flynns (opposite the church) all deserve a special mention 
while the school (and its grounds) also impressed. The Community Centre is also a key building but it is likely to 
need a fresh coat of paint for 2023. We note from your entry form that your committee have been busy with projects 
cleaning up the Killeagh old cemetery and St Fergal’s cemetery as well as undertaking maintenance along the 
banks of the river. Is there any update on the vacant properties (referred to by last year’s adjudicator) that were 
purchased in 2021? Please let us know in your entry form next year.

Our visit revealed that your committee have been busy with projects under this category. The permanent planted 
beds that line the main road through the village looked fabulous and it was clear that they are the subject of regular 
maintenance. The hanging baskets which could be seen in a variety of locations including the grounds of the 
Community Hall and on the pedestrian walkway at the bridge provided stunning summer colours while the freshly 
planted seasonals at the pump also looked well. The triangular roadside bed at the junction outside the old Thatch 
Pub has a pleasant mix of trees, hedging and shrubs and we enjoyed seeing the hedging that lines the approach 
road from Youghal. The recently planted trees are doing very nicely and we look forward to seeing them mature in 
the years ahead. A special mention is needed for the grounds of the Church which looked well (although work 
seemed to be ongoing here as some of the circular beds were in need of a revamp), the school and of Glynn House 
(adjacent to the church) with its glorious roses in bloom. We know from your entry form that your projects this year 
included replanting all of your hanging baskets in addition to the tiered and elevated planters in the church grounds. 
The upgrades to the immediate area at Glenbower Wood are considered under the nature and biodiversity section.

Your entry form states that upgrades have been carried out to the paths in Glenbower Wood and in our view, this is 
further improved a wonderful local amenity. It is not surprising that this area has proved to be very popular with 
locals as it is a lovely woodland area for walking, running and other pursuits. We are delighted to read that 
Glenbower Wood and Lake Ltd have carried out a tree labelling project in order to raise public awareness of this 
important habitat and the many species of tree that grow here. It is recommended that other opportunities to provide 
information on the habitats and wildlife to be found in the Wood should be explored. We would also like to commend 
your committee and other community groups on setting up spaces for managed wildlife in your village with 
designated areas to be found on the Ballymacoda Road (close to the Woodview station) and on the Cois Abhainn 
estate. We recommend that you go one step further by drawing up a charter of best practice for managing these 
wildlife areas with the help of an ecologist. Perhaps the Biodiversity Officer of Cork County Council can assist you 
on this? A charter could be expected to include guidance such as avoiding the use of fertilisers and steps that 
enable the plants and trees which can be found in these areas (which are perfectly adapted to their conditions) to 
thrive. It is also recommended that you consider expanding the network of managed wildlife areas to include areas 
alongside the river and other suitable natural areas in your village. We note your points on the Japanese knotweed 
and we urge you to continue to monitor this invasive species to ensure that it is not permitted to spread. We 
acknowledge that your awaiting proposals from Cork County Council on the Midleton to Youghal Greenway – which 
sounds a most exciting project!

Your committee (and volunteers and helpers) will be delighted to hear that the standard of litter control that could be 
seen in Killeagh on adjudication day was very high with virtually no litter visible. Aside from a small amount of items 
around a litter bin close to the school and a solitary drinks bottle on the approach from Youghal, your village was 
litter free. This is considered to be a particularly good performance as the level of through traffic remains high. It is 
clear that your hard work under this category which comprises of the annual Spring clean, participation in the 
inter-village litter challenge in addition to weekly summer cleanup nights is paying dividends. Well done also on 
removing kerbside weeds (using manual methods) and sweeping footpaths as your village looked very neat and 
tidy. Small improvements remain possible. The black and yellow schoolchildren sign adjacent to St Albans needed 
attention while the gate to the cemetery (at the entrance to the village from Castlemartyr) would benefit from a fresh 
coat of paint. In addition, a very untidy postbox be spotted outside the Mace shop. Overall however, these are 
considered to be very minor issues did not detract from the high standard achieved under this category.

Your entry form refers to the application of the ‘leave no trace’ principle in Glenbower Wood, the use by your 
committee and volunteers of their own materials and implements when carrying out tidy town projects and the 
discouragement of herbicide use. Like the adjudicator in 2021, we applaud these actions but we strongly 
recommend that adopt a more ambitious approach to sustainability. It is recommended that your committee should 
identify some additional actions that you can undertake to conserve energy, minimise resource use and avoid the 
generation of waste in your day-to-day projects. For example, growing your own plants, making your own compost, 
harvesting rainwater and using recycled materials (such as waste timber) for planters all represent effective projects 
that you can undertake under this category. We would also like to know about what the school is doing to promote 
more sustainable behaviours so please let us know in 2023. There are also plenty of businesses and commercial 
enterprises in your village and we wondered about how they are responding to sustainability concerns. Are any of 
them changing the way that they operate? Lastly, we urge you not to forget that your committee has a role in raising 
awareness of the key sustainability themes. We are pleased to read that Greywood Art regularly hosts events on 
many of the themes around sustainability and we wondered if any of these events are directed at the wider 
community of Killeagh? Please let us know in your entry form next year. Other ideas for projects under this category 
can be found in the tidy towns handbook and technical assistance should be available from the environmental 
awareness officer in Cork County Council. We look forward to updates on the above points in 2023.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



clear that your hard work under this category which comprises of the annual Spring clean, participation in the 
inter-village litter challenge in addition to weekly summer cleanup nights is paying dividends. Well done also on 
removing kerbside weeds (using manual methods) and sweeping footpaths as your village looked very neat and 
tidy. Small improvements remain possible. The black and yellow schoolchildren sign adjacent to St Albans needed 
attention while the gate to the cemetery (at the entrance to the village from Castlemartyr) would benefit from a fresh 
coat of paint. In addition, a very untidy postbox be spotted outside the Mace shop. Overall however, these are 
considered to be very minor issues did not detract from the high standard achieved under this category.

We are pleased to hear that individual households and residents associations take care of their own areas. Cois 
Abhainn appears very well maintained with nice name signage, well maintained green areas and treeplanting 
visible. We wondered if a ‘don’t mow, let it grow’ has been considered for parts of this estate as a means of 
encouraging pollinators (and biodiversity)? It was also noted (from entrance signage) that Sustainable Energy 
Ireland provided advice on the energy features of the housing in Cois Abhainn and we would welcome some further 
details on this in your entry form next year. Glenbower View and Killeagh Gardens both looked well with their semi 
mature trees and trimmed grassed areas. It is recommended that the provision of permanent planted beds (stocked 
with pollinator friendly planting species) should be considered for the entrances of these estates as this would 
further improve their appearance.

The standard of roads, footpaths and verge maintenance in Killeagh is generally good but differences between the 
N25 approaches and those from the surrounding area (such as Killeagh and Mount Uniache) were visible. The main 
road in the village is in very good condition with high quality road and pavement surfacing and very well maintained 
an attractive landscaping schemes along the roadside margins. We are pleased to read that there is an effective 
maintenance regime in place which comprises of a partnership between the Local Authority, residents (who 
maintain the roadside beds outside their houses) and local business owners (who sweep the areas in front of their 
premises). This is clearly a good arrangement and we urge you to keep it up particularly given the challenges that 
are posed by the traffic volumes that pass through your village on a daily basis. The standard of presentation of 
other roads was reasonable but poor quality surfacing was spotted on parts of the approach road from Mount 
Uniacke while the speed limit signage on the approach from Mogeely was in poor condition.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We are very impressed with Killeagh and there is no doubt that the hard work and dedication of the tidy towns 
committee and volunteers is clearly reflected in the appearance of your village. Keep up the good work and we look 
forward to returning again in 2023.


