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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We would like to thank your 
hard-working committee of 11 members (and the 5 volunteers who help you out) for your continued participation in 
the competition as we enjoyed reading about the projects that you’ve undertaken in the past year and seeing your 
work at first hand. It is heartening to see that your projects have persisted over the past two years and we note that 
you are continuing to look for new members to get involved in tidy towns work. It is clear from your entry form that 
you committee have been very successful in building links with agencies and statutory bodies such as Fas, Tus and 
Cork County Council but there are few references to partnerships with other community groups or sports clubs in 
your village. For example, local sports clubs, active retired groups, historical societies, gardening \ flower arranging 
clubs and residents associations have proved to be rich sources of volunteers in other tidy towns centres and we 
wondered if any of these have been approached in Kilbrittain and asked to get involved? It is great to see that local 
businesses are keen to help you out and we wondered if they would like to get involved in some of your projects on 
an ongoing basis? For example, perhaps one of the business would be willing to adopt a part of the Main Street 
whereby they take responsibility for sweeping and litter picking on part of the street on a daily or twice-weekly 
basis? An approach such this could also be discussed with individual householders who may currently look after the 
areas in front of their own properties. We are delighted to read that there are good links in place with the 102nd 
Scout group and both the Kilbrittain and Gurraneasig National Schools and that the younger age groups take an 
active part in the annual Spring clean, litter picks, planting hanging baskets at the community hall and painting and 
cleaning the village area. Perhaps it’s time to delegate some further responsibilities to the schoolchildren and scouts 
– particularly for projects under the landscaping and green spaces, nature and biodiversity and sustainability 
categories. Noting the involvement of the schools in the Green Schools programme, it is clear that they have a 
strong interest in these themes so it may make sense for them to take on one of your projects (under supervision)? 
We urge you to meet with the teachers and the schoolchildren and explore this idea by identifying projects that 
could be suitable for delegation. Thank you for your comprehensive entry form with its hand drawn map, photo 
attachment and plan. Would it be possible to get an ordnance survey map rather than a hand drawn one in 2023? 
The plan could be further improved by arranging the projects under the relevant tidy towns categories.
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We had a very enjoyable stroll around Kilbrittain in the warm June sunshine. We were struck by the number of 
points of interest with features such as the majestic Kilbrittain Castle and the Dower House standing out. We like to 
commend the committee on the provision of the excellent information signs as they added a great deal of interest to 
our walk and we have no doubt that there appreciated by both visitors and residents alike. The excellent standard of 
presentation of virtually all of the buildings to be seen in your village was also evident. The commercial premises of 
the Kilbrittain Inn, Cashmans, Fordes and the Post Office all deserve a special mention as their properties looked 
very well. Public buildings were similarly impressive with the Garda Station, the Parish Hall, St Patrick’s Church and 
the National School also drawing positive attention. A quick glance at your entry form is enough to illustrate that 
your committee have been exceptionally busy under this category for 2022. We are pleased to see that there has 
been a strong focus on enhancing your public spaces and this is not surprising given the requirements to meet 
outdoors during the recent lockdowns. Well done providing a new garden at the Village Park. While we note that this 
is an ongoing and ever developing project we are looking forward to see where it goes! The resurfacing work that 
has taken place in the park is appreciated and the new colourful picnic seating are lovely additions (note; your entry 
form refers to the village Park, the amenity Park and the community Park – it is assumed that they are all the same 
place). The work that is currently underway to repair the whale exhibit at the entrance to the park is acknowledged 
(and could be seen during our visit) and we understand that new fencing has been provided around the sensory 
garden (although this could not be seen). A number of improvements are also visible at the Coillte woodlands that 
included the resurfacing of the car park and the painting the bridge at the waterfall. With respect to the loose car 
park resurfacing that has been provided here, it was disappointing to observe that potholes were already appearing 
in it. We note that the village centre was not overlooked this year. We enjoyed seeing the water feature in the centre 
of the village and we agree that it is a nice addition to Kilbrittain. The trio of spaces that are immediately adjacent to 
one another (the fountain garden, the grotto and the 1916 commemoration) are lovely amenities that provide a very 
attractive focal point in the centre of your village. The work that is proposed to the stone walls (both outside and 
inside the village) is acknowledged - as these boundary treatments are considered to be a very important feature of 
Kilbrittain. The phone box and the farm machinery at the entrance of the village looked well in their fresh coats of 
paint. Well done also on continuing to maintain the street furniture while the kerbing at the Church and at the 
graveyard gave this area a neat and tidy appearance. We also reviewed the enhancements to the castle gate 
entrance – namely resurfacing and the painting and improvement of the entrance buildings. It is acknowledged that 
changing the public lights on the village street is an ongoing project that has commenced and we look forward to 
seeing this completed soon. The new garden in the village Park is considered on the landscaping and green spaces 
category.
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the Kilbrittain Inn, Cashmans, Fordes and the Post Office all deserve a special mention as their properties looked 
very well. Public buildings were similarly impressive with the Garda Station, the Parish Hall, St Patrick’s Church and 
the National School also drawing positive attention. A quick glance at your entry form is enough to illustrate that 
your committee have been exceptionally busy under this category for 2022. We are pleased to see that there has 
been a strong focus on enhancing your public spaces and this is not surprising given the requirements to meet 
outdoors during the recent lockdowns. Well done providing a new garden at the Village Park. While we note that this 
is an ongoing and ever developing project we are looking forward to see where it goes! The resurfacing work that 
has taken place in the park is appreciated and the new colourful picnic seating are lovely additions (note; your entry 
form refers to the village Park, the amenity Park and the community Park – it is assumed that they are all the same 
place). The work that is currently underway to repair the whale exhibit at the entrance to the park is acknowledged 
(and could be seen during our visit) and we understand that new fencing has been provided around the sensory 
garden (although this could not be seen). A number of improvements are also visible at the Coillte woodlands that 
included the resurfacing of the car park and the painting the bridge at the waterfall. With respect to the loose car 
park resurfacing that has been provided here, it was disappointing to observe that potholes were already appearing 
in it. We note that the village centre was not overlooked this year. We enjoyed seeing the water feature in the centre 
of the village and we agree that it is a nice addition to Kilbrittain. The trio of spaces that are immediately adjacent to 
one another (the fountain garden, the grotto and the 1916 commemoration) are lovely amenities that provide a very 
attractive focal point in the centre of your village. The work that is proposed to the stone walls (both outside and 
inside the village) is acknowledged - as these boundary treatments are considered to be a very important feature of 
Kilbrittain. The phone box and the farm machinery at the entrance of the village looked well in their fresh coats of 
paint. Well done also on continuing to maintain the street furniture while the kerbing at the Church and at the 
graveyard gave this area a neat and tidy appearance. We also reviewed the enhancements to the castle gate 
entrance – namely resurfacing and the painting and improvement of the entrance buildings. It is acknowledged that 
changing the public lights on the village street is an ongoing project that has commenced and we look forward to 
seeing this completed soon. The new garden in the village Park is considered on the landscaping and green spaces 
category.

There were many highlights with respect to the landscaping projects that were seen in Kilbrittain. In the village 
centre, high quality and colourful beds were visible at the Garda station, to the side of the Parish Hall car park and 
surrounding the grotto. In addition to these schemes, there are numerous troughs, pots and planters on view while 
impressive examples could also be seen at the fountain seating area (and along the freshly painted walls), at the 
grotto and at the 1916 monument. The large colourful troughs in place at the roadside near to Fordes were also 
observed. We enjoyed seeing the colourful planters that have been placed at the entrance to the Village Park (at the 
pump) and at the ‘features of Kilbrittain’ sign between the church and the graveyard. The shrubs in the large 
planters at the woodland car park and the planters at the castle entrance were also admired. Your entry form 
reveals that in addition to the landscaping projects have taken place for this year’s competition, there remains a 
strong focus on the park and green spaces. It is clear that the garden in the village park is a key project for your 
committee with a number of beds being extended, sensory planting added and a wisteria arch being installed this 
year. It is noted that further improvements are underway which include providing new pathways (with textured 
paving stones) and that there are plans to incorporate musical instruments and other sensory items in the years 
ahead. We are not surprised to hear that this lovely space is proving popular with residents and younger age groups 
and we wondered if responsibility for the maintenance of part of the garden could be delegated to the 
schoolchildren? The landscaping projects which were viewed on the approach roads to your village are discussed in 
the approach roads, streets and lanes section of this report. Your commitment to selecting plants, shrubs and trees 
that encourage pollinators and other wildlife is applauded and we urge you to keep this up. Consider making a 
record of the different species that are used in the various locations throughout your village as this will help you to 
ensure that adequate diversity is achieved. The planting of sunflowers to show solidarity with the people of Ukraine 
is considered to be an enduring gesture. The inclusion of tree planting (seen in the community grounds and on the 
roadside close to the graveyard) and hedgeroad planting (on the Bandon road approach) is applauded and we urge 
you to find other locations that will be suitable for these purposes.

Well done on providing a wildflower area at the entrance to the woodland walk and we would encourage you to try 
and get a bee and butterfly count done here as a means of assessing its impact. Perhaps one of the schools would 
be interested in taking this on? A similar exercise could be considered for the bug friendly areas to be found within 
the wildflower area, near the playground and in the school grounds. The new bird boxes on the woodland walk are 
welcomed and we would appreciate details on how they will be monitored in the year ahead. Are these bird boxes 
part of the ongoing UCC / Department of Environmental Science project? If so, we would welcome an explanation of 
the role of your committee in this worthy initiative. We were delighted to see that information signage on the large 
and diverse native and migrating bird population is in place at the woodland car park and we urge you to consider 
hosting a talk on the birds that can be found in Kilbrittain with the aid of a volunteers from Birdwatch Ireland - this 
would help to raise awareness among the wider community of the rich biodiversity that can be found in your area. 
We were delighted to read that your committee are taking part in a 12 week biodiversity training programme and we 
encourage you to try and identify best practice projects that could be adapted and applied to Kilbrittain. Well done 
also on implementing a ‘don't mow, let it grow’ management approach to your grassed areas and we would like to 
know what areas are being left uncut and over what time frame. A large ‘meadow’ bank was spotted at the 
community grounds (complete with recently planted trees) so we assume that this is one of the areas. Please let us 
know next year. We were most interested to hear about the committee comprised of Harborview place residents 
who are engaged in the preservation and protection of the Harborview dune system and salt marshes (a designated 
EU special conservation area) and we would welcome further details on this next year.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



EU special conservation area) and we would welcome further details on this next year.

It was obvious from the entry form and from our visit to Kilbrittain that a high priority is assigned to litter patrols and 
keeping litter levels low. The village was considered to be exceptionally clean and tidy during adjudication and it was 
virtually litter free. This was not a surprise as your committee have performed strongly in this category in recent 
years. However, small amounts had started to creep into the Village Park with litter to be seen adjacent to the 
playground, along the entrance between the playground and the park and at the base of the colourful picnic tables. 
It was disappointing to note these items – particularly as two litter bins are located adjacent to the playground itself 
and it highlights the continuing challenges that we face when trying to stamp out littering. It is recommended that 
this area subject to more frequent monitoring. The standard of tidiness was considered to be very high with the vast 
majority of paths and roadsides appearing cleanly swept and neat and tidy - your new roadsweeper is clearly being 
put to good use. Small improvements remain possible. We are pleased to hear that the issue of road signage is 
under discussion with Cork County Council as a number of untidy examples could be seen at the entrance to the 
Woodland walk car park and close to the entrance of the school. Sign poles in other locations in the village were 
also in need of attention. We were surprised to see that grass clippings in the Village Park had been crudely 
deposited along the base of the boundary hedging and we wondered if there was a plausible reason for this practice 
to be followed? Lastly, the road verge between the entrance to the Village Park and the Dower house (on both sides 
of the road) is somewhat untidy looking due to an accumulation of weeds, sticks and other debris. It is 
recommended that a strategy is developed for the management of this area due to its location at the entrance to 
your lovely village.

We were somewhat surprised to see so few details included under this category of your tidy towns entry form. Don’t 
forget that this is your opportunity to tell us about what your committee and community are doing to conserve 
energy, reduce resource consumption and avoid the generation of waste. We note that water butts are being used 
to harvest rainwater for use on your planting schemes during the summer months and that it is proposed to acquire 
an additional water butt for the park. This is a sensible project and we urge you to aim to be 100% self sufficient with 
respect to watering your planting schemes – this could be achieved by avoiding the use of treated water (a valuable 
resource) and using only harvested or stream water for watering purposes. The plan to make your own compost in 
the future is acknowledged and we are surprised to learn that this is not underway already – as making your own 
compost is a very effective way of avoiding use of peat and other shop bought supplements. It is strongly 
recommended that your committee engage in composting as a priority with the aim of being 100% self-sufficient 
within a couple of years. We would also be interested in hearing about how committee sources its plants and seeds. 
Do you grow your own or are they sourced as donations from local keen gardeners? Do you harvest your own 
seeds for use in your schemes the following year? Once again, we would like to know the answer to these questions 
in 2023. Don’t forget that by engaging in the above tasks, your committee can set an example of best practice for 
others in your community to follow. It is noted that your bring centre provides a variety of recycling services to the 
community and it is recommended that its usage is monitored as a means of calculating whether the amount of 
recycling is increasing (or decreasing) year on year. We are pleased to see that the schools are very active with 
projects under this category with a range of good initiatives that include cutting down on the use of plastic, 
conserving energy and promoting walking and cycling to school. It is suggested that an attempt is made to calculate 
the impact that these initiatives are having in each of the schools. For example, can they work out what percentage 
of children are regularly walking or cycling to school on a daily basis? The answers to these questions will 
demonstrate if the measures that they are taking are proving to be effective or not.

We were struck by the high standard of presentation that is achieved by almost every homeowner\occupier in 
Kilbrittain - as all of the properties (and gardens) looked exceptionally well during adjudication. Noting their 
fastidious maintenance and the absence of vacant properties, we urge you to consider approaching homeowners 
and asking them to adopt the areas in front of the properties (which would involve litter picking and regular sweeping 
and weeding) on an ongoing basis. This would result in the task being delegated away from the tidy towns 
committee and ensure that maintenance of the village continues. The work that you have undertaken painting the 
Parish Hall and the Garda station is appreciated and we wondered if the community also takes responsibility for 
looking after the pump house beside the Parish hall? Please let us know in 2023. Well done also on installing 
information signs on historical properties (Dower House and Castle) and for painting the railing from the upper 
playground to the lower area and the rails within the woodland walk.

The approach roads into Kilbrittain looked very well during adjudication with the journey from the woodland walk to 
the village park providing views of the castle, mature trees, trimmed verges and eye-catching landscaping schemes 
around attractive name signage. The painted farm implements along here also provided an additional feature of 
interest. The colourful planters (and name signs) on the approach from Bandon were similarly impressive. It is noted 
that resurfacing has taken place on the Main Street to the entrance of the Community field and on the stretch of 
road from the entrance of the village to Harbourview. We agree that these improvements have enhanced the 
appearance of your village and made these areas safer for walking and cycling. The addition of the new kerbing at 
the Church and the new footpaths at the graveyard are further improvements under this category. Well done for 
raising issues of concern with your local representatives on Cork County Council and we are pleased to see that this 
approach is proving effective as it has led to priority actions being identified and undertaken (such as addressing the 
dangerous dykes and drains in the village). It is also noted that repairs are awaited on speed signs within the village 
and that traffic calming measures need to be approved.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



dangerous dykes and drains in the village). It is also noted that repairs are awaited on speed signs within the village 
and that traffic calming measures need to be approved.

Concluding Remarks:

We would like to congratulate your very hard-working committee and volunteers on your performance in the 2022 
competition. The range of projects that you have completed under all of the tidy towns categories is most impressive 
and it belies your relatively small number of members. Be sure to take feedback that is included in this report into 
account when preparing your work programme for 2023 - particularly under the sustainability category were more 
ambition is needed. Best of luck for the year ahead and we look forward to seeing you again in 2023.


