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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Your dedicated committee of 8 
members are welcome to the 2022 tidy towns competition and it is pleasing to see that so many local people get 
involved in your projects as a total of 50 volunteers help you out. Your entry form indicates that there are many 
others who are keen to get involved in your work with Cork County Council and the Community Employment 
Scheme also assisting you. It is also noted that local employers (Eli Lilly, MSD, Coillte) and local businesses also 
help out by providing sponsorship. It is particularly pleasing to see that there are good links between your committee 
and the local GAA and we wondered if there are other community and voluntary groups that lend a hand? Perhaps 
you could let us know next year. We would like to commend you on developing a very comprehensive and effective 
communication strategy and it is great to see that you have established relationships with Scoil Eoin National 
School, the Scouts and the Great Beginnings Montessori. The links between your committee and the younger age 
groups in your village are considered to be tremendously important and we would strongly recommend that you 
meet with the schoolchildren and Scouts and work out how they can get involved in your project under the 
landscaping and green spaces, nature and biodiversity and sustainability categories. Noting that Scoil Eoin have 6 
green flags, it is highly likely that they will be keen to get involved on projects with nature, biodiversity and 
sustainability themes. Thank you for your completed application form, map and tidy towns action plan. Would it be 
possible to get a larger scale map for next year? Your tidy towns action plan could also be improved by arranging 
your identified projects under the relevant tidy towns headings. It is clear that Innishannon are veterans in the 
competition given that this is your 54th year of entry and we are delighted to read that your participation has 
contributed greatly to pride of place in your village, greater social interaction and a higher level of awareness of 
wildlife and sustainability. We would also like to extend our gratitude to your committee and volunteers for all of the 
hard work that have made these positive outcomes possible. Your continued involvement in the competition is 
greatly appreciated.
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It is always a pleasure to visit Innishannon due to the wide range of historic buildings and structures of interest that 
can be found here. The presence of the information signage which provides in-depth details on each one 
significantly enhances the experience and we very much enjoyed reading these signs when exploring your lovely 
village. In our view, the projects that you have completed for this year’s competition demonstrate that there is a 
deep appreciation of your built heritage and we are delighted to see a good number of your buildings are being 
renovated and reused. The old heritage building on the Main Street which has been renovated to accommodate the 
evolution engineering business is an excellent example of this and we are glad to see that it has been returned to 
productive reuse. The restoration of the old Woodview building is also warmly welcomed and noting that the 
scaffolding was in place during adjudication, we look forward to seeing this project completed next year. We 
admired the new bothar na sop housing development which appears to be a great example of sensitive infill 
development. We would like to commend the property and business owners in Innishannon on the wonderful work 
that they have done maintaining their commercial premises with the Wildflour bakery (a converted butcher shop) 
and the Rohus country market boat looking exceptionally well. The great beginnings Montessori, the Centra garage, 
Barretts, Jimmy Crowley’s bar, the Gala Shop and the Brian Collins premises also looked very well. Public buildings 
were no less impressive with the Parish Hall looking smart in a new coat of paint and the Garda station appeared 
fresh and bright. Scoil Eoin also looked particularly well during our visit. We were delighted to hear that the recently 
completed Innishannon state-of-the-art wastewater treatment plant has recently opened as this is a nice addition to 
your village. Well done to the committee and volunteers for completing a number of other projects under this 
category which include the lighting up the Churches, installing new street signs around the village and providing 
Christmas lights and a crib each December. The replanting of the boat is considered under the landscaping and the 
wildflower meadow is considered under the nature and biodiversity category.
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scaffolding was in place during adjudication, we look forward to seeing this project completed next year. We 
admired the new bothar na sop housing development which appears to be a great example of sensitive infill 
development. We would like to commend the property and business owners in Innishannon on the wonderful work 
that they have done maintaining their commercial premises with the Wildflour bakery (a converted butcher shop) 
and the Rohus country market boat looking exceptionally well. The great beginnings Montessori, the Centra garage, 
Barretts, Jimmy Crowley’s bar, the Gala Shop and the Brian Collins premises also looked very well. Public buildings 
were no less impressive with the Parish Hall looking smart in a new coat of paint and the Garda station appeared 
fresh and bright. Scoil Eoin also looked particularly well during our visit. We were delighted to hear that the recently 
completed Innishannon state-of-the-art wastewater treatment plant has recently opened as this is a nice addition to 
your village. Well done to the committee and volunteers for completing a number of other projects under this 
category which include the lighting up the Churches, installing new street signs around the village and providing 
Christmas lights and a crib each December. The replanting of the boat is considered under the landscaping and the 
wildflower meadow is considered under the nature and biodiversity category.

It was great to see the range and quality of the landscaping schemes that were on view in Innishannon during 
adjudication. While there are numerous highlights, we really enjoyed visiting the bleach bee garden (complete with 
eye-catching mural) and memory Grove adjacent to the Parish Hall - the diversity of plant species that could be 
seen here was spectacular. The planting along the main street of the village (and on the approach road from Cork) 
looked particularly well as many of the mature rose trees (in their trademark Innishannon troughs) were in full 
bloom. The painted red wheelbarrow planters provide an interesting addition and we are pleased to say that they 
looked well. We also enjoyed seeing the planted beds at the entrance to the bleaches car park and the new box 
planters with their colourful flowers at the Arches. Well done to the committee and volunteers for restoring and 
replanting the boat on the approach from Bandon and we heartily agree that this has become an iconic landscaping 
symbol for Innishannon. We were delighted to see that your projects under this category are not confined to 
landscaping as treeplanting has also taken place. We would like to commend the students of Scoil Eoin who planted 
trees at the school. The committee and the Community Employment Scheme also deserve praise for restoring 
Mulberry trees to the bleaches (for the first time in 300 years!). Well done to everyone for your ongoing maintenance 
of green spaces around the village and for providing landscaping on entrance roads – it looked very well during our 
visit. We were disappointed to hear about that 100 cotoneaster plants that were stolen and we were delighted (but 
not surprised) to hear of your communities swift response in replacing them.

It is clear from the entry form that you committee and volunteers have been busy with projects under this category 
over the past year. Well done to Valley Rovers GAA for planting a wildflower meadow on their grounds and it is 
noted that wildflowers seeds were sown on the left-hand side of the N71 close to the Montessori. Consideration 
should be given to monitoring the impact of these areas on biodiversity. Perhaps the school would like to undertake 
some bee / pollinator counts at different times of the year? We are most interested to read about the continued 
improvements to the pathways in Dromkeen woods and the ‘wanderful’ project – which is described as a ‘first of its 
kind nature walk experience’ that allows its users (through an app) to meet lifelike native Irish wildlife animations as 
well as interact and take pictures with them and learn facts about them. This sounds like a wonderful attraction and 
education tool and we heartily agree that it is a fabulous addition to the Dromkeen woods amenities. We enjoyed 
reading about the planting of the ‘Tree of Hope’ to mark the participation of your committee and the Kinsale suicide 
awareness group in the darkness into light event - this is considered to be a very effective and enduring way for 
your committee and Valley Rovers GAA to raise awareness about mental health. We are glad to see that your 
committee are continuing to engage in actions that directly benefit biodiversity under this category – as your 
avoidance of chemical fertilisers and weedkillers is applauded. We strongly encourage you to bring this message to 
the wider community so why not consider hosting a workshop or seminar on approaches to sustainable gardening? 
The hedgehog survey is a further example of an excellent action and we note that the results were submitted to 
NUIG for recording (along with surveys from other locations) – an update on the overall findings of this project would 
be welcome next year. Well done also to the committee for continuing to maintain the river and to monitor the 
Japanese knotweed and other invasive weeds.

Thank you for your comprehensive account of the work that is being done by the committee and volunteers, the 
school and Montessori to conserve energy, reduce resource use and avoid the generation of waste. We are 
delighted to see that your group have identified some good practical actions under this category that include 
sourcing materials that you require locally (such as the stone for the pathways in Dromkeen Wood from a local 
quarry) and for combining your beach cleans with gathering washed up seaweed that is used as fertiliser. We would 
also like to hear about any other actions that you are engaged in – for example, do you grow your own plants and 
seeds, harvest rainwater or make your own compost? Your entry form reveals that many fine projects are underway 
in Scoil Eoin as the schoolchildren are combining used coffee beans with egg shells to make slug deterrent as well 
as making compost. Their work on planting trees, wildflowers, vegetables and salads is also acknowledged. We 
were interested to read that they have an action plan for their next green flag and that it identifies projects such as 
raising awareness of global energy consumption, undertaking surveys and hosting events such as low carbon action 
day. These appear to be excellent opportunities for collaborations with your committee and we strongly encourage 
you to help them out. We would also like to compliment the Scoil Eoin students who wrote to 100 primary schools in 
Cork as a means of drawing attention to their thoughts on the environment, climate change and sustainability. We 
are delighted to see that the Montessori preschool are also getting in on the action with a range of sustainable 
projects of their own! Well done to students and teachers who engage in recycling, planting seeds, outdoor and 
cover nature and environmental based themes in their lessons.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



The standard of litter control in Innishannon was considered to be reasonably good with the majority of areas 
appearing clean and litter free. Isolated amounts of litter could be seen in a small number of locations – they 
included around the tree of Hope and adjacent to the playground, on the roadway leading up to bothar na Sop, 
outside Scoil Eoin and at the planted cart feature beside the arches. The standard of tidiness was generally 
considered to be good with the vast majority of areas appearing neatly swept and weed free. We were surprised to 
see that weed was visible around the cart landscape feature (adjacent to the arches) and along the pathway 
between Charter School Cross and the Montessori. We noted that the area behind the vehicle entrance to the GAA / 
bleaches car park (i.e. between the entrance and the playground) was also untidy looking as weeds and other 
planting material appears to have been dumped here. In the event that it is intended to use this area for wildlife or 
pollination purposes, it is recommended that a small fence is provided and ‘managed for wildlife’ signage should be 
placed here. We would also like to commend your committee and volunteers on the excellent work that has been 
done running the picker pals initiative, organising outings to complete beach clean-ups and for raising awareness of 
responsible dog ownership.

projects of their own! Well done to students and teachers who engage in recycling, planting seeds, outdoor and 
cover nature and environmental based themes in their lessons.

The neat terraces of houses along the Main Street of Innishannon are a credit to their owners with the vast majority 
appearing in great condition on adjudication day. We also visited many of the residential estates located off Church 
Hill (such as the Spires, Dromkeen View, Ard Aobhainn, Church Hill and Mulberry View) and we are pleased to 
report that there was consistently high standard of presentation to be seen. It is noted from your application form 
that the tidy estate competition has run its course and noting the good condition of your estates, we are of the view 
that it has succeeded in its aim of driving up standards. We were interested to read about your new ‘gardens and 
galleries’ initiative which is designed to encourage the wider community to keep their gardens tidy and colourful. The 
logic of the initiative is clear as home owners and occupiers are able to share ideas for their gardens with one 
another and we look forward to hearing about how it works out in 2023.

The approach roads into Innishannon generally looked well during adjudication. The approach from Cork is 
particularly attractive with its mature trees, trimmed grass verges, sculptures and colourful planting all creating a 
very positive impression for visitors. The approach from Bandon also looked well with the iconic planted boat 
drawing positive attention. However, an illuminated sign indicating that roadworks were taking place and temporary 
event signage obscured the Innishannon name sign and planting here. The recently resurfaced approach road from 
Ballinadee looked very well. The standard of road surfacing is good throughout the village with the exception of the 
stretch outside St Marys Church. The surfacing of the pavement outside the Arches and along the front boundary 
wall of Christ church could also be improved. We would like to commend the Innishannon traffic action group on the 
work that they are undertaking to make Innishannon a safer village to walk, cycle, live, raise families and do 
business and we would appreciate an update on this important project in 2023. We also note your appreciation of 
the excellent work completed by the Community Employment Scheme and the Cork County Engineer on the roads 
and pavements in Innishannon.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It is pleasing to see that despite the many disruptions over the last two years, your committee and volunteers have 
continued to make progress and Innishannon is all the better for it. Keep up the good work and we look forward to 
seeing you again next year.


