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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We would like to commend your 
hard-working committee of 6 members and the 12 volunteers who help you out with your projects. It may be 
possible for you to boost the number of volunteers by engaging with other local voluntary groups and sports clubs in 
your village. While we welcome and greatly acknowledge the kind support provided to you by Supervalu, Barry’s 
nurseries and Foroige, we wondered if it was possible for you to get other groups involved. For example, there is no 
reference to a local GAA, soccer or running club or indeed any social club such as a Men’s Shed or an active retired 
group. Residents associations and historical societies are also excellent sources of volunteers in other tidy town 
centres. Try and identify voluntary and community groups in your village and that you ask to get involved in your 
projects. This will generate extra support and enable you to tackle a greater number of projects (as well as more 
ambitious ones). While there was no reference in your entry form to Cork County Council, we assume that they 
provide you with assistance and we would also encourage you to approach your local Community Employment 
Scheme and ask them to help you out. We are pleased to see that your communication strategy is comprehensive 
with a good range of communication methods used and that there is good engagement with the local school. It is 
recommended that you try and meet the schoolteachers and pupils regularly (perhaps twice a year) to discuss what 
projects you could collaborate on. Don’t forget that the schools are always looking for suitable projects to undertake 
- particularly under the landscape and planting, nature and biodiversity and sustainability categories. Why not ask 
the schoolchildren and Foroige if they have any ideas for projects that could be incorporated into your work 
programme? Thank you for your entry form and map. Would it be possible to get a printed map next year? Be sure 
to mark the locations of all of your completed projects on the map you submit.
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The elevated positioning of Mount Uniacke and Inch provides for a wonderful setting for both villages. The traditional 
style single storey buildings in Mount Uniacke stand out and the thatched cottage is a delight. Well done also on 
painting the pump and highlighting it with attractive planting. It is great to see that your committee appreciate the 
value of the traditional style buildings and that you are now proposing to renovate a derelict building in Mount 
Uniacke village. This is an excellent idea and one we would strongly encourage your committee to get involved in. 
However, it is important to remember that restoring a derelict building is a major project and we strongly recommend 
that you engage with Cork County Council and other relevant agencies to find out about the funding options and the 
technical assistance that can be made available to you. The committee should also be aware that it is likely to be 
necessary to approach the building restoration project on a phased basis with progress likely to happen over an 
extended period of time. We also enjoyed our visit to Inch and we would like to commend the committee and 
volunteers on the work they have undertaken to ensure that buildings such as the National school, St Patrick’s 
Church, its grounds and graveyard as well as the community hall all looked their best for adjudication. The grotto 
also looked particularly well. Two of the projects presented under this category for this year’s competition are 
considered under the landscaping green spaces and tidiness and litter control categories respectively.
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volunteers on the work they have undertaken to ensure that buildings such as the National school, St Patrick’s 
Church, its grounds and graveyard as well as the community hall all looked their best for adjudication. The grotto 
also looked particularly well. Two of the projects presented under this category for this year’s competition are 
considered under the landscaping green spaces and tidiness and litter control categories respectively.

It was clear from our visit that considerable effort has gone into landscaping projects in both villages for this year’s 
competition. In Mount Uniacke, we enjoyed seeing the colourful planting and hanging baskets that surround the 
pump. The diversity of plant species in the bed adjacent to the Blackwater Valley cycle route sign is applauded. The 
window boxes on Hickeys Bar looked very well. In Inch, the tree planting (at the games area) and the hydrangeas 
were impressive while the roses at the welcome stone look nice. The planters which were placed on the natural 
stone walls on the bridge into the village served to create a very positive impression and we admired the carefully 
maintained church grounds and cemetery. We applaud your initiative of using the planting of daffodil bulbs to link 
both villages together and it is not surprising that this is a popular project at springtime when the daffodils are in 
bloom. Whilst we would like you to keep this going, consider providing some additional variety to your spring bulb 
planting. Why not include pollen rich crocus, alliums and snowdrops? Not only do these bulbs look fabulous but they 
also provide an excellent source of early pollen for hungry pollinators! We were very pleased to read about the 
donation made by your committee to the school of two pollinators (which are planted at the pump and at a proposed 
location of the peace Park) and we encourage you to continue to work closely with the school on your planting 
projects each year. Why not ask them to develop a pollinator friendly landscaping scheme in a visible part of the 
grounds of the school and take responsibility for maintaining it? We are excited to hear about your future project 
which involves developing a peace garden in Inch and we look forward to seeing this project progress in the years 
ahead.

We heartily agree with your assertion that we need more butterflies in all of our communities and we urge you to 
identify projects that will achieve this. Why not create a butterfly garden? This will involve finding a small area 
(perhaps in a corner of your proposed peace park or an area in the grounds of the school) and sowing plants and 
trees (such as buddleia) that attract butterflies? This would also present an excellent opportunity for a project 
collaboration with the schoolchildren as it is highly likely that they would like to get involved in it. We salute your 
decision to avoid using chemicals or other sprays in your day-to-day tasks and we would encourage you to go 
further with this initiative. Consider organising a workshop or talk in your village on pollinator planting and natural 
alternatives to chemical sprays and fertilisers. This will enable you to help raise awareness of this issue among the 
wider community. We were interested to see the wildlife sign opposite the grotto and we wondered if any surveys of 
wildlife or biodiversity have been done in Inch or Mount Uniacke by either your committee, the volunteers at the 
schoolchildren. Given your lovely rural setting and the wide range of habitats that surround your villages, there 
seems little doubt that there is rich biodiversity on your doorstep. If no survey has been done, consider speaking 
with the school children about the possibility of getting one completed.

We are delighted to read that your committee and volunteers are encouraging people to undertake ‘tidy as you go’ 
walks and that regular inspections are carried out to ensure that litter levels are kept under control. The standard of 
litter control was generally good with the majority of areas appearing neat and tidy. However, small improvements 
are possible. In Mount Uniacke, isolated amounts of litter could be found along the roadside and a slightly untidy 
area was spotted to the rear of the black-and-white Mount Uniacke between Hickey’s bar and Powers bar. In Inch, a 
small amount of litter was observed on the approach road opposite the grotto. However, the committee will be 
pleased to hear that the area around the recycling bins was spotless so well done on sending the message to 
residents that they need to be continually vigilant against litter. A good standard of tidiness was also achieved. It is 
recommended that more attention is given to signage in both villages with some very untidy signs and sign poles 
seen during adjudication. For example, the yield signs adjacent to the grotto (opposite the church) and at the 
junction opposite the Grotto both needed to be maintained. The black-and-white Mount Uniacke sign adjacent to 
Powers bar also needed attention. In addition, the sign poles on the Blackwater Valley cycle route sign in Mount 
Uniacke and the postbox in Inch need to be spruced up.

It is noted from your entry form that your committee has plans provide more recycling units in your villages and while 
this is welcomed, it is important to remember that this category is an opportunity for you to demonstrate what your 
committee, volunteers, school and wider community is doing to conserve energy, reduce resource use and 
minimise\avoid the generation of waste. While recycling is part of that, we would very much like to hear about local 
efforts to reduce carbon emissions. For example have any public buildings (such as the school or the community 
hall) been fitted with energy-saving measures? Are the streetlamps fitted with LED bulbs? Does the school promote 
active travel by encouraging schoolchildren who live nearby to walk or cycle one or two days of the week (e.g. such 
as a Walk on Wednesday initiative)? These all represent effective ways of reducing energy use. Similarly, we would 
be interested to hear about what steps are being taken by your committee, community and schoolchildren to avoid 
the generation of waste. For example, does your committee harvest rainwater (for watering your planting schemes), 
make your own compost, grow your own plants or use waste items (such as surplus wood and timber) in your 
projects? As the schools are often hotbeds of ideas for how to cut down on the production of waste, we also like to 
hear about their initiatives. Don’t forget that there are lots of ideas for projects under this category included in the 
tidy towns handbook and further advice will be available from the environmental awareness officer in Cork County 
Council.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



Uniacke and the postbox in Inch need to be spruced up.

Both villages provide for an interesting mix of traditional and more modern designs with Mount Uniacke dominated 
by traditional structures and more modern buildings to be seen in Inch. However, we are pleased to note that the 
standard of presentation of all houses was generally high and we would like to compliment all owners and occupiers 
for the hard work that they’ve undertaken to get their homes and gardens looking so well. This also demonstrates 
that the residents of both villages are determined to do their part and create a positive impression of Inch and Mount 
Uniacke.

The standard of presentation of approach roads into both villages was high. In Mount Uniacke, we loved seeing the 
attractive natural roadside boundaries which emphasised its rural setting. While natural boundaries can also be 
found in Inch, the natural stone walls here also drew positive attention. We admired the welcome name stones in 
both villages and the attractive rose planting around the failte stone in Inch makes it particularly eye-catching. The 
standard of road surfacing was generally good but it was noted that road works appeared to be in progress within 
the vicinity of the school and we look forward to seeing these completed when we return in 2023. We were 
interested to read in your in your entry form that one of the projects that you completed under this category for this 
year’s competition involved the maintenance of roadways in order to encourage family walks and to make your 
village safer for everyone. This sounds like an excellent project and we would love to hear more about it. Perhaps 
you could provide us with some further details next year? We would also like to acknowledge your future project 
which involves the provision of ornate public lighting (with the assistance of Cork County Council). We wondered if 
this project has been approved and if the commencement\completion date has been agreed? Perhaps you provide 
us with an update on this in 2023.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We would like to commend the committee and volunteers in Inch and Mount Uniacke on a very good performance in 
this year’s competition and we look forward to returning again next year and seeing further progress. Please note 
that during adjudication this year, the marks in some categories were not considered to be reflective of your overall 
performance and they have been adjusted accordingly.


