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It is great to be able to visit Grenagh once again and to see the fine work of your hard-working committee at first 
hand. We were delighted to read that there is very strong support for your projects in your village with a total of 35 
volunteers assisting you. Well done on maintaining your links with Cork County Council and it is heartening to see 
that so many businesses get behind your projects with Pat McDonnell Paints, Dairy gold, Corbetts Pub, Cost 
cutters, Pharmacy Plus, the Post Office, Moynihans Shop, the Village Inn, Supervalu, McDonald’s fast food and 
Walsh Refrigeration all providing you with support. The links that you have formed with Muintir na Tire, the GAA and 
the Cork Environmental Forum are also acknowledged. We wondered if there are any other sports of social clubs in 
your area who would be happy to help you out? We were interested to read that your communication strategy is 
largely based online with email and social media now widely used to get the message out along the more traditional 
communication mediums such as the Corkman, the Muskerry news and local radio stations. You are commended 
on your commitment to working with Rathduff National School – particularly given the many disruptions caused by 
the Pandemic over the last few years. We recommend that you also try and identify what projects that you could 
complete as collaborations with teachers and students. Thank you for your completed application form and map 
which were used during this adjudication. Would it be possible to get a larger map that include the scale and details 
such as road names and key landmarks for next year? The map could also be improved by marking in all of the 
projects that you have completed for this year’s competition. We are delighted to read that your participation in the 
competition has proved to be such a positive experience for your committee and volunteers over the last 16 years 
and be assured that we are thankful for your continued involvement. Like the adjudicator in 2021 (and 2019), we 
wondered if your committee has prepared an action plan which sets out your priority projects? Perhaps you could let 
us know in 2023.
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The buildings and public spaces in Grenagh generally looked well during adjudication and we were pleased to see 
that the majority of commercially premises achieved a good standard of presentation. Praise is due to Costcutters, 
Pharmacy Plus, the Post Office and the Pub for ensuring that their properties looked their best during our visit. The 
Church looked great with its fresh coat of paint and immaculately maintained grounds and car park while the 
Grenagh Sports Complex also appears to be well maintained. You are commended on the work that have been 
done completing the GAA dressing room and hurling wall and upgrading the pitch - these have greatly improved the 
facilities on offer here. We were interested to read the heritage sign in the centre of the village (beside the pump and 
the planted trough) which details the origin of the village and its name and we wondered if any consideration has 
been given to placing information signage on any other structures such as the Church? Well done also on 
completing the map of the headstones in the cemetery. It is further noted that no overnight parking signs were 
erected and the street lighting in the village was repaired. Your entry form make clear that further improvements are 
planned under this category with a range of future projects identified that include; replacing the street bins with 
shrub planting, providing a pedestrian crossing at the shopping centre, putting a railway ground at the school, using 
the dairygold car park for use by the school, providing footpaths from the village to the playground and from the 
village to the school and turning the retail units into apartments. We look forward to seeing these improvements take 
place in the years ahead.
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planned under this category with a range of future projects identified that include; replacing the street bins with 
shrub planting, providing a pedestrian crossing at the shopping centre, putting a railway ground at the school, using 
the dairygold car park for use by the school, providing footpaths from the village to the playground and from the 
village to the school and turning the retail units into apartments. We look forward to seeing these improvements take 
place in the years ahead.

A number of good quality landscaping schemes were on view during our visit. The beds observed outside Lios na Ri 
were a highlight. The corner bed looked particularly well with its variety of colourful species (including Cranes bill) 
while the marigolds and other summer flowering plants in the timber framed bed helped to enhance the appearance 
of the freshly painted water pump. The long linear bed at Lachteen Place is eye catching due to its size and the 
broad range of shrubs and other plant species that it accommodates. The circular beds that can found at the 
agricultural machinery yard are quite nice but in need of a revamp while the entrance planting close to the GAA 
grounds could also benefit from some freshening up. There are some very pleasant seating areas in your village 
with the multi coloured roadside benches at the Lachteen Place green area standing out. Praise is also due to the 
committee for the excellent work that has been undertaken on maintaining the cemetery. We were delighted to see 
that a new playground has been provided and we are sure that this is proving popular with the younger age groups 
in Grenagh. The picnic area close to the Pub is also an attractive space that is well maintained with nice planting. 
We observed the continuing use of planters in your village and noting the point made in the adjudicators report in 
2021, we wondered if the committee is continuing to limit the number of planters in favour of permanent beds? We 
are pleased to see that tree planting has taken place at the GAA grounds and we encourage you to identify other 
locations for additional trees.

We were interested to read in your entry form that a representative of your committee attended a walk and talk on 
biodiversity at Clogheenmilcon fen at the Blarney Pond and we wondered if any lessons of best practice emerged 
from this event that could be rolled out in Grenagh? Like the adjudicator in 2021, you are commended for continuing 
to take part in biodiversity training and awareness programs but don’t forget that these events should help you to 
identify approaches and techniques for improving biodiversity in your own area. We are delighted to read that your 
committee are taking your role in awareness raising seriously by asking members of your community to engage in 
seasonal planting to ensure that there are food sources available for wildlife at all times of the year. We note from 
the adjudicator’s report in 2021 that your committee and volunteers were asking the wider community to refrain from 
using herbicides and we were wondering if this has led to a reduction in their use? Perhaps you could let us know in 
2023. Well done to the member of your committee who provided the green schools committee with a summary of 
the biodiversity programme by the Cork Nature Network and we would encourage you to go further and try to 
identify some projects that the schoolchildren and teachers would be interested in getting involved in. Perhaps some 
seasonal planting could be undertaken on the school grounds? The interpretive signage that can be seen on the 
bridge was read with interest. Why not ask the school children to undertake a wildlife survey in your village as the 
results could be used to prepare a new information board.

The standard of litter control in Grenagh was reasonable during our visit. It is acknowledged that the roadworks that 
are taking place in the village have created disruptions for you and we understand that this create challenges when 
trying to achieve a good standard of litter and tidiness. Not surprisingly, litter could be seen in a number of areas 
adjacent to where the pavement improvements were taking place but the committee need to be aware that some 
discarded litter items could also be spotted along the natural boundary opposite the apartment development and 
amber garage. Perhaps one of the residents associations could take responsibility for maintaining this area? The 
seating areas at the edge of the green in the centre of the village will also need more frequent monitoring as litter 
could be spotted here too. The standard of tidiness was reasonable but some improvements are possible. We 
recommend that you pay attention to the condition of the signs and sign poles during your clean ups. Why not 
undertake an audit of the signage? This would enable you to spot the signs that need to be cleaned, the ones that 
require repairs and those that need to be replaced. The results of your audit should also be discussed with Cork 
County Council with a view to having the signage upgraded on a phased basis (and preferably during general 
improvement works – such as upgrading footpaths).

Your entry form refers to a good range of projects that were carried out for this years competition. Well done on 
segregating the litter that is collected while the collection of used household batteries and batteries from cars and 
agri-machinery is commended. We read with interest that compost bins are provided to the wider community and we 
would love to hear more about this. How many compost bins have been circulated? What (approximate) percentage 
of households in your village are now using them? Perhaps a workshop on how to engage in composting could be 
organised as an awareness raising event? It is noted that the National School hold clothes collections as a 
fundraiser and that chestnuts and walnut trees are provided free to people with large gardens. Once again, we 
would like to know how many households have accepted these trees as this would enable the impact of the project 
to be calculated. We wondered if all of the details on what you are doing under this category have been included in 
your entry form as there is a sense that more could be done. For example, there is no mention on whether the 
committee and volunteers are engaging in composting, rainwater harvesting or growing your own plants. Don’t 
forget to tell us about this next year. We would also welcome a stronger focus on your awareness raising activities 
under this category for the year ahead. Ideas for other possible projects under this category can be found in the tidy 
towns handbook while technical assistance can be sought from the environmental awareness officer in Cork County 
Council.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



County Council with a view to having the signage upgraded on a phased basis (and preferably during general 
improvement works – such as upgrading footpaths).

The standard of presentation of residential areas was generally good during our visit. We are glad to read that all 
residential areas have residents associations and noting the exception of Lios na Ri (where the grass is being cut 
for silage by a contractor), we wondered if the estates are maintained by the residents themselves? Gleann Dara 
looked very well with its nice name sign, trimmed grass, and trees while the green area at Lachteen Place appears 
well maintained. Well done also to the Lios na Rios residents for leaving part of their amenity area uncut to 
encourage the growth of natural wildflowers. The mature perimeter beds at the apartment development generally 
looked well but some weeding would further improve their appearance.

We were pleased to see that the footpath improvements have commenced as they were underway during our visit. 
These enhancements are most welcome and they will provide for greater convenience and accessibility for 
pedestrians in Grenagh. It was also observed that the road surfaces approaching the centre of the village, adjacent 
to the Amber garage and at the entrance to Gleann Aras were rundown and we wondered if there are also plans to 
improve them as part of the ongoing works? The surfacing of the road leading up to the GAA grounds entrance 
would also benefit from an upgrade. The car park and entrance to the playground appear unfinished and we were 
wondering if completion works have been scheduled to take place here?. Perhaps you can provide us with an 
update on this next year? We would like to compliment the community and volunteers on the planting that was done 
on the Blarney side of the village and the ongoing maintenance work that is undertaken on the bridges. It is 
heartening to read that roadside tree planting is proposed and we would welcome further details on this in 2023.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

There is no doubt that the ongoing improvements to Grenagh are making a very positive difference to your village 
and we look forward to returning again next year when we hope that many will be fully complete. In the meantime, 
we would appreciate if your committee could take account of the feedback in this report when preparing your work 
programme in the new year. We wish you the very best of luck in 2023.


