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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... Welcome to the 
2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your place. 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to your committee of 7 members to the 2022 tidy towns competition. Your 
participation is most appreciated as the adjudicator is always enjoy a visit to Cobh! We are pleased to see that you 
are assisted by 35 active volunteers when carrying out your projects and that an additional 50 residents in the wider 
community help you out. We would like to begin by thanking you for your comprehensive application form which 
provides plenty of detail on your busy work programme over the last 12 months. While it remains quite long (53 
pages plus appendices and links), we appreciate that it is notably shorter than the entry forms that you have 
submitted in the past and we are grateful for your efforts on cutting it down. We encourage you to continue to work 
to reduce its length in 2023 by including less photographs (note; don’t leave out photos of places that are difficult to 
visit or have time limits for access such as school property and the bible garden). Thank you for your hand drawn 
map but a map with a scale and north point is also necessary. Your tidy towns plan was read with interest and it is 
pleasing to see that this is updated on an annual basis. Consider listing all of your projects under the relevant tidy 
towns categories in a short summary table as a means of improving the legibility of your plan. We would also like to 
thank you for your tidy towns poem which succinctly sums up the wonderful achievements of your committee, 
volunteers and wider community in the competition to date. Well done on building up partnerships with other 
community groups in your town as we note that you have worked closely with groups as diverse as Cobh Youth 
Services, the Ballymore athletic club, the telescope and the darkness into light group in your town. We urge you to 
continue to maintain these partnerships and to develop new ones as the overall benefits to your community are 
significant. We are also pleased to see that you have formed good working relationships with Cork County Council, 
the community employment scheme, the Department of rural community development, the probation service and 
the port of Cork as well as many local businesses who provide you with assistance and sponsorship. As these links 
have served you well in the past and we encourage you to continue to engage with these organisations. We’d like to 
offer our congratulations on your success for winning the Pride of County Cork award in the 2021 Muintir na Tire 
Awards - as in our view, this accolade is richly deserved. We would like to commend you on developing such an 
effective communication strategy and it is likely that is playing its part in boosting your level of engagement. It is 
great to see that the younger age groups in Cobh get involved in your work by carrying out litter picks and 
undertaking planting, painting and cleaning. We note that there is no junior tidy towns section but we urge you to 
consider setting one up. Not only would this be a logical next step for your committee, but it could also help in 
supplying you with innovative new ideas for projects in addition to a large number of enthusiastic and motivated 
young helpers!
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We were delighted to be able to return to Cobh for an in-person adjudication and to see the wonderful work of your 
committee and volunteers at first hand. There is no doubt that your town is a fantastic place to visit with its dramatic 
coastal setting, eye catching terraces of well maintained period buildings and numerous historical structures of note. 
Cobh Cathedral is particularly impressive and the refurbishment of the Cathedral (the original Oldtown) railings by 
the committee and the volunteers is applauded - as in our view, it provides an excellent demonstration of the ‘can 
do’ attitude of your resourceful and hard-working committee and volunteers. We heartily agree that they look 
fantastic and this project has also ensured that these distinctive historical features of your town has been restored. 
We were struck by the high standard of presentation of individual businesses and buildings with many fine examples 
observed during our visit. We particularly liked seeing the Commodore Hotel (with its window exhibit), while Kellys, 
Seasalt, the Titanic Bar & Grill and Tregans looked very well. Pearse Square and Scott Square form clusters of high 
quality and attractive buildings with the Mauretania, O’Connors Photography, Spring Hair Salon and Ryans also 
drawing positive attention. We are pleased to say that there were many more good examples to seen elsewhere in 
the town. We loved Ryngs due to neat appearance and its distinctive gable fronted design and circular element that 
addresses the junction of Harbour Row and East Beach while the themed mural (opposite) of the Harbour Row 
March to Freedom 1921 is a nice addition and timely reminder of the importance of this event. Nearby, teach na 
gcrua earrai deserves praise for their ‘as Gaeilge’ signage while the Credit Union, Cobh Nails, Oglaigh Naisunta na 
hEireann, Stafford Electrical, Marleys, Twomeys, the Old Post Office and the Anchor all impressed. Further north of 
the town centre, Gibbs Pharmacy, Cobh Youth Services, the Quarry Cock Bar and Lou’s Barber Shop stood out 
while Cobh Books on Bishop Street looked amazing! In our view, there seems little doubt that this consistently high 
standard of presentation has been influenced by your painting schemes and the excellent SHINE initiative. It is 
disappointing to see that the difficulties with derelict buildings (and the sloping slipway) persist and we note your 
deep concern on this matter. However, you should be aware that it is a current government objective to regenerate 
our town and village centres and under various strategies (including towns first and housing for all), local authorities 
have been asked to prioritise the development of infill and brownfield sites in the centres of towns and village by 
using their compulsory purchase acquisition powers if necessary. We urge you to continue to raise these matters 
with Cork County Council as a priority and be aware that dealing with the issues pertaining to derelict sites is often a 
time-consuming process. We applaud your committees decision to use signage and murals and to raise awareness 
of your towns heritage. The installation of a new information panel on Charlotte Grace O’Brien (whose story is both 
remarkable and interesting) and the new East Hill sign (with its extract from the Exiles Return by John Lock and 
stunning location) are welcomed and well done on revamping the excellent Jack Doyle mural and the butterfly 
mural. The railway bridge mural was simply stunning! The Cobh art trial (and the colourful mosaics) also highlights 
your heritage and provides a first-class attraction for both residents and visitors. Notwithstanding how well your town 
currently looks, we note that further improvements are planned under the public realm enhancement plan which was 
approved in October 2021 and for which funding is sought under the URDF. We wish you every success with this 
application and it is hoped that the project can be funded and structured in the near future. We visited the Stephen 
Ireland Astro Pitch and agree that it is a wonderful new amenity for your town for your town – its great (but not 
surprising) to hear that it is in constant use by clubs and schools. Rushbrooke Lawn Tennis Club are commended 
on the improvements that they have undertaken (which included a new mural, entrance enhancements and car park 
resurfacing) and we thank you for the photos of same. We would like to congratulate the St Mary’s school pupil on 
her winning entry to the artwork competition and it is great to see it in place on the new Irish water pumping station 
at Lynches Quay. Well done also on getting a heritage consultants report completed on the American pier and like 
your committee, we hope that this is the first step on the road to getting it fully restored. A future project under this 
category is the provision of a community and enterprise hub and we look forward to seeing this completed in 2023.

There were a great array of high quality landscaping projects on view in Cobh during adjudication and as it is not 
possible to review them all in this short report, it is necessary for us to be selective. The tall planters at the 
entrances to Pearse and Scott square are certainly eye catching and provide explosions of colour while the long 
linear beds to the rear of the seating benches also looked bright and fresh. The cascading flowers in the ‘heart’ 
barrels also looked very nice. However, while we appreciate a mix of planting was used, an emphasis on begonias 
in the linear beds and on surfina in the tall planters was observed – both of which are considered ornamental rather 
than pollinator friendly plant varieties. We would appreciate if you could submit a list of the species that you use in 
your planters with your entry form next year as your plant choices need to be consistent with the guidance 
document entitled recommendations included in the Local Communities Actions to help pollinators on 
www.pollinators.ie. We admired the wave beds in the promenade which displayed a good variety of shrubs and 
bedding plants. Well done of the provision of a wildflower bank in the Titanic Memorial Garden and the 
transformation of the ‘hard to maintain’ Rock area to a colourful and interesting ‘managed for wildlife’ space. In our 
view, its inaccessibility has proved to be a big advantage for the wildlife that are now enjoying it. We acknowledge 
the work that was undertaken to the Bible Garden but as it was the evening time when we reached St Benedicts 
Priory, it was not possible to access its grounds as the front gates were closed. We applaud your minimum 
interventions to the area at the black railings and we note that many of the plants that ‘just arrived’ and established 
themselves in what has become a wild life are highly sought after by pollinators. This is a fabulous example of 
letting ‘nature be nature’ and we urge to continue to limit your work in this area and to watch it evolve. Well done to 
the Probation service for their work around the Titanic Memorial Garden and to the tireless work of your committee 
and volunteers on the extensive area at five foot way. We are delighted to that is a favourite of local people in Cobh 
– purely because its wide diversity of planting provides growth for all seasons. The planted bed below the East Hill 
sign was also admired as its wonderful diversity (with fuchsia, hydrangea, lavender, hypericum and red hot poker) 
had pollinators buzzing! We also enjoyed seeing the large planted bank at the junction of Connolly Street and East 
Hill with its mature shrubs, hypernicum and hydrangeas in full bloom. We are very pleased to see that the wild 
flower meadows planted at College Manor and the old church cemetery are thriving. While we note that it is 
proposed to plant wildflower seeds in other parts of the cemetery and in other locations, we recommend that you 
obtain some advice from an ecologist before you proceed with additional wildflower planting. It should be noted that 
Irish wildflower seed mixes are best applied in areas that are degraded or in poor condition and noting the lesson 
that you have learned from College Manor Meadow, it is often not advisable to use them in locations where the 
wholesale removal of existing vegetation (which has adapted perfectly to the conditions) is required. Noting your 
experience in Ballynoe (where an orchid was found), it is often the case that a ‘don’t mow, let it grow’ approach will 
represent a more common sense approach.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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flower meadows planted at College Manor and the old church cemetery are thriving. While we note that it is 
proposed to plant wildflower seeds in other parts of the cemetery and in other locations, we recommend that you 
obtain some advice from an ecologist before you proceed with additional wildflower planting. It should be noted that 
Irish wildflower seed mixes are best applied in areas that are degraded or in poor condition and noting the lesson 
that you have learned from College Manor Meadow, it is often not advisable to use them in locations where the 
wholesale removal of existing vegetation (which has adapted perfectly to the conditions) is required. Noting your 
experience in Ballynoe (where an orchid was found), it is often the case that a ‘don’t mow, let it grow’ approach will 
represent a more common sense approach.

We read about the projects that you undertook in 2022 under this category with great interest. We would like to 
commend your committee and save our swift (SOS) Cobh on your excellent work monitoring the swift population in 
your town. This is an excellent collaboration and the mini film (Nestflix) and Save our Swifts walk are both 
considered to be great ways of raising awareness of your efforts. Your ongoing work with Sand Martins at the 
collapsed sand cliff face is acknowledged and we would welcome updates on this if they are available next year. 
The bee photos from Walterstown School are acknowledged and we wondered if bee counts are being done and if 
the information is recorded? We would like to commend the TY Gaisce students on their initiative to harvest 
pollinator friendly plants seeds and we would be interested to know who they gave them away to? If this project is 
repeated, it is recommended that a record should be kept of the locations that the seeds are planted in – as these 
locations can be marked onto your pollinator map. We note that the TY Gaisce students also distributed ‘bulbs for 
bees’ and we would be interested to hear what bulb types were used and in what locations. The work of Bunscoil 
Rinn and Chabhlaigh confirmation garden is acknowledged and we were interested in their finding that hedgerows 
seem to be disappearing. As this is the case, we encourage them to identify what types of hedgerows need to be 
replanted as well as the locations where they are required. It is great to see that the coast watch survey is 
generating lots of interest among the younger age groups in Cobh. Please let us know of any of your schools or 
youth groups take part in it. You are commended on the many fine awareness events that have been held over the 
past 12 months and which included; the nature updates from the great island exhibition (in Cobh library), the mini 
beasty hunt, the Halloween walk with wild works, the Cushinny wildlife walk, the let’s talk bumblebees talk in 
addition to numerous other events with the schools, brownies and scouts. Well done on promoting the garden bird 
survey and we heartily agree with your assessment that the best types of bird food is provided by nature on our 
trees and bushes and we are pleased to see that the orchards in the Community initiative will help to meet this need 
by encouraging communities to plant many orchards around Cobh. While we applaud the schools for engaging in 
orchard planting, there appears to be a missed opportunity with respect to the numerous residential estates around 
your town. Have the residents associations been asked to plant the mini orchards (or hedegerows) in their estates? 
We note your commitment to repeat a comprehensive bat survey that was undertaken on great island in 2008 and 
we look forward to hearing the results of this in the near future. Thank you for submitting your pollinator map and 
while clusters of pollination planting are evident, you are encouraged to develop continuous corridors if possible.

It is great to see so many good quality projects listed under this category all of which are designed to conserve 
energy, reduce resource use and minimise waste generation. However, we remind you that the purpose of all these 
projects is to drive behaviour change in your wider community and with this is in mind, why not focus in your efforts 
on monitoring the impact of your existing projects rather than continually coming up with new ones? By monitoring 
your existing projects, you will be able to identify which ones are working well and achieving positive outcomes and 
which projects need to be adapted to improve them. For example, with respect to the rainwater harvesting project, 
we are delighted to hear that it is going very well and we wondered if you are able to avoid the use of treated tap 
water entirely for watering your landscaping schemes? It is pleasing to read that the use of reusable bottles and 
packaging is taking hold as a result of the great initiatives by St Benedict’s Priory and Garveys Supervalu who 
encourage their use. Can more businesses in your town be convinced to follow their example? We are delighted to 
see that single use bottles and cups are being responsibly disposed of (in the large recycled bottle cage) but 
remember that it would be far better to avoid their use in the first place. Consider expanding the number of refill taps 
to include locations where there is an obvious demand for water such as the Stephen Ireland Astro pitch, the 
schools and the grounds of sports clubs as this would encourage people to get themselves a reusable bottle and 
avoid the single use plastic varieties. The success of the primary school students in the Intel mini scientist 
competition (as they won with their bin attachment recycling tool), the Bunscoil Rinn an Chabhlaigh school (who 
produced reusable bags) and the Cobh youth services (who promote meat free Mondays) all demonstrate that the 
younger age groups are great at coming up with innovative ideas for projects under this category. We encourage 
you to work out some effective ways of monitoring the impact of their great initiatives! We liked the eight easy steps 
poster that your committee produced and we would like to know what impact it has had on behaviour in Cobh. 
Perhaps this could be explored in a workshop later on this year or early next year? The joint projects with Men’s 
Shed that resulted in the production of community herb beds and gardens (e.g. Connolly Street) and the book table 
are applauded and we urge you to continue with your collaborations. Well done on getting your Promenade 
recycling and composting bins up and running. The next step has to be the monitoring of how much these bins are 
being used. Can the waste collection service provider furnish you with the relevant data on this? The committee is 
commended on its engagement with Cork County Council and transport providers on a public bus route around 
Cobh. We note that routes have been suggested by your committee and we would appreciate an update on this 
project next year. Sticking with sustainable transport, we are pleased to read that there is a Walk on Wednesday 
initiative in Bunscoil Rinn an Chablaigh and we would like to know what proportion of students are taking part in 
this? Extending the scheme to other days of the week should also be considered. We salute the work of Carrignafoy 
community college in promoting sustainable transport by providing 22 bike racks to encourage cycling to school. 
Their next step should be to monitor the usage of these bike racks and to ascertain if they have led to changes in 
transport behaviour. We would appreciate updates on the above projects in your entry form next year. You have 
delivered the message of the UN Sustainable Goals to the community by giving a presentation that was put together 
in conjunction with LCCC. Well done on that as well as becoming a Fair Trade village this year.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



It is pleasing to see that your committee and volunteers are determined to preserve your strong track record in litter 
control in Cobh with a range of new initiatives that are designed to keep Cobh litter free. The SHINE initiative (in 
which business owners are asked to sweep outside their premises, present their shopfronts well, provide interesting 
window displays and colourful signage) is an excellent example of this and we are confident that it is making a 
positive difference to this category – particularly as the town centre was exceptionally clean and virtually no litter 
could be spotted here. A small amount could be seen on the busy Ticknock Hill so perhaps some additional 
businesses could be persuaded to get involved in SHINE here? The only other locations where small amounts of 
litter could be spotted were around the entrance to Marine Gate, at the planted bed adjacent to the Eaton Heights 
and on the Cork road approach at the welcome signage and close to the Aldi. The standard of tidiness was 
considered to be very high and it was obvious that strenuous attempts have been made to clear weed, power wash 
bins and clean up signage and sign poles throughout Cobh (with volunteers busily at work clearing weed on East 
Hill during our visit!). Few potential improvements could be identified but as always, a very small number are 
possible. The carefully maintained John Murphy Memorial Park looked very well with its recently painted boundary 
fence but it could be further improved by re-attaching and painting the gates. An untidy ramps sign at Eaton Heights 
needs attention while the road verge in front of the nice planted bed (at the Eaton Heights entrance) would benefit 
from a sweep. An untidy cul de sac sign was spotted at Albert Terrace and we wondered if the post box that is set 
into the wall on East Hill could be spruced up? We would also like to commend your committee on your continued 
engagement with the younger age groups in Cobh under the theme of litter control. The junior litter pickers loving 
where they live initiative sounds great and we applaud your ‘take three for the sea initiative’ in addition to your 
communities participation in Clean Coast Cobh. Praise is also due for your work in promoting responsible dog 
ownership with well stocked mutt mitt dispensers seen (at Bishops Street and at Connolly Street) during our visit.

Their next step should be to monitor the usage of these bike racks and to ascertain if they have led to changes in 
transport behaviour. We would appreciate updates on the above projects in your entry form next year. You have 
delivered the message of the UN Sustainable Goals to the community by giving a presentation that was put together 
in conjunction with LCCC. Well done on that as well as becoming a Fair Trade village this year.

The wide range of residential areas in Cobh is second to none from its large period properties (such as Fort Lisle 
House), its many distinctive terraces of traditional style dwellings (such as Harbourview, Harbour Row, Albert 
Terrace, Father Corbett Terrace and Old Street), gable fronted buildings (Westview) to mature housing areas (St 
Patricks Square) and modern estates (such as Norbrook, Rushbrooke Links and the recently completed Dun 
Farraige). However, it was clear during adjudication that all are maintained to a good standard with residents taking 
care to ensure that their homes and gardens look very well. In our view, this is a reflection of their hard work and the 
collaborations with your committees and volunteers. With this (and the experience of College Manor and 
Rushbrooke Lawn) in mind, it is strongly recommended that your committee and volunteers should have 
discussions with the residents associations and explore the possibilities of rolling out some of your biodiversity 
projects in the amenity areas of these estates as this could greatly improve their impact. For example, try and get 
more estates to commit to ‘don’t mow, let it grow’ approaches to boost local sources of pollen. Consider using some 
of your pride of place bursary (with Cobh Credit Union) to support the planting of pollinator friendly schemes, urban 
orchards and native hedgerows (which are fast disappearing). The option of having competitions between your 
estates and residential areas is also open to you and it should be borne in mind as this approach has proved 
effective for generating interest and driving up standards in other tidy town centres. We would also like to commend 
you on your work painting the wall and seats at Whitepoint, Connolly Street and the Mall, tidying up and maintaining 
Rushbrooke links, Ballynoe, Father Corbett Terrace, and Beechwood Mews. The work on Middleton Street was 
admired and well done on cleaning the famine memorial and providing the Autism friendly school communication 
boards at Bunscoil Rinn an Chablaigh.

The approach roads into Cobh looked well during our visit. On the coast road approach, the verges and road 
surface are in good condition with prominent signage. We admired the large linear bed (opposite the Passage West 
Ferry Terminal) that accommodates the Cobh name as it displayed a large variety of plant species and abundant 
roses in bloom. The painted half barrel planters that are in position at the bus stop also look very well. Further in (at 
Lake Road), a colourful circular planted bed (with a central tree and begonias at its base) could also be seen. The 
work undertaken to the approach road to the north of the town that accommodates the apple green garage (and its 
painted and wall mounted machinery implements and pump) looked well and the revamped tidy towns sign 
(adjacent to the painted wildlife fence) was proudly displayed. Further on, the welcome name sign with a bed of red 
begonias at its base was spotted. We also enjoyed seeing the Cushinny inspired roundabout with its distinctive 
sculptures of wildlife and we would like to commend both your committee for undertaking the restoration work and 
the kind local benefactor who commissioned the replacement of the heron piece. In the town centre, the application 
of the tarmac restorer to Old Street has greatly improved its appearance and looked very well during adjudication. 
We are very pleased to see that your committee, residents and volunteers pay such close attention to maintaining 
the many steps (such as the Burma Steps) throughout the town as they are a very distinctive and integral part of 
Cobh. The improvements to footpaths throughout Cobh were appreciated and they were particularly visible along 
Bishop Street. The resurfacing of the 5 foot car park is noted and we acknowledge the importance of this project in 
the context of the proposed public realm improvement project (which will impact parking in the town centre core). 
We applaud the interest shown by your committee on issues pertaining to the safety of road users in your town. This 
can be seen in your work at Belvelly Bridge (in which growth obscuring the stop sign was cut back) and for engaging 
with the Council in relation to speed limits and speed limit signage. It is noted that a strategic assessment report is 
being undertaken to examine all transportation options for Cobh and we would like to be kept up to date on this (and 
its implications for Cobh) in 2023.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



with the Council in relation to speed limits and speed limit signage. It is noted that a strategic assessment report is 
being undertaken to examine all transportation options for Cobh and we would like to be kept up to date on this (and 
its implications for Cobh) in 2023.

We enjoyed our visit to your beautiful town and thank you for preparing an excellent application, which included 
photographs.  The only problem was the hand drawn map, which was far too small and not in focus, which meant 
that it became more out of focus as it was enlarged – even following the link.  There are several tourist maps of 
Cobh, and we suggest that one of them would have been much better. Our visit began at the wonderful mural near 
the railway bridge, which was completed by Neil O’Dwyer last year.  It is fantastic - we spent some time absorbing 
the various images which tell about Cobh’s history. The town centre was a busy place with many people dining 
outdoors.  We noted your offer of free car parking spaces just off the town centre – a very good idea which no doubt 
relieves your parking and traffic to some extent.  In Casement Square, we admired the Lusitania Memorial by 
Jerome Connor and noted it was clean and tidy – the steps were also being used by visitors to sit and eat their ice 
creams.  The tiered plant containers here were a great splash of colour and maintained to a high standard. Petunias 
and Begonias are old reliables when it comes to strong colour displays and we note you have begun the process of 
adding in Cosmos, Lamium, Nepeta, Perennial Geranium and Bacopa and hope you find them successful enough to 
add more and more each year. The baskets around lighting standards along Westbourne Place and West Beach 
roads made a very strong impact and it was great to see that so many traders had their premises adorned with floral 
displays.  The paving along the streetscape has aged somewhat and we note that square spots of concrete are 
replacing missing paving slabs.  Perhaps it is time for renewal of these surfaces. Buildings in the streetscape were 
very colourful, one of which we noted was the BMC Food Store on the corner of West Beach and Pearse Square.  
The gap between Leonardo’s Café and Bistro and the ‘Keen on Sport’ building looks as if a building was removed 
from this space.  The Centra shop has window box displays on the first floor windows.  Further along, we noted 
some shops were closed and some buildings are being restored. And further east, the old Cunard red brick building 
is another part of your history. Despite the crowds, the litter problem was not a big problem – we noted the bottle 
shaped wire baskets for plastic bottles. The Clock Tower building (now a Chinese Restaurant) was well-painted.

There are groups of whitebeam trees in Casement Square between the Lusitania Memorial and the lovely Library 
(building with the archway).  The original planting plan was very good, but sadly, these trees did not receive 
adequate care and attention which means some are not thriving and some are missing, presumed dead and 
removed. In our view, the problem is the tree pits or rather the very small space provided for water to access the 
trees’ roots – particularly important on a sloping site. In one corner, the base around a tree is concreted (very bad 
practice) – and two other positions in this area are marked with concrete – we assume these once had trees. We 
advise that an arborist be engaged to examine all of these trees, including others growing along West Beach where 
space for the roots to absorb water is also inadequate.  These trees are an important part of the streetscape and are 
worth while protecting for future generations.  Kennedy Park is a lovely Victorian style park with several monuments.  
This park looks very well when viewed from the street and when in the park there are great views of the 
Commodore Hotel and adjacent buildings. The attractive bandstand is a focal point, and the wavy lines of steps and 
planted beds reflect the seascape theme. On the Quay side of the street, we admired the statue of Cobh’s famous 
athlete Sonia O’Sullivan with her arms raised in glory. Along this side of the street, there are several linear plant 
container which are filled with Begonias, all of which are all doing fine, despite some being quite shaded from the 
overhanging tree branches.  A former horse trough in the footpath is also a plant container, but not very successful 
because it is too shaded.  Perhaps you could find an alternative use for this trough. It seems to have been mounted 
on a concrete plinth which indicates that this is not an original position.  If that is the case, it would best be moved 
elsewhere, as it is an obstacle in this location. 

On the way to the Titanic Memorial Garden, we were very impressed with the rows of houses, all of which were in 
good repair – we also liked the white-washed wall opposite the houses.  The colourful single storey houses at Fr 
Corbett Terrace were delightful as was the small open space in front of them.  The Titanic Memorial Garden which 
was built in 2014 is a lovely tribute to the people who lost their lives in that awful tragedy in 1915.  The garden is 
very sensitively done and the glass memorial with the names of survivors is unusual because their names are 
visible when looking through the glass towards the sea – where they drowned. The bi-lingual information panels 
here and indeed elsewhere in Cobh are to a high standard.  The little pieces of fact and fiction made interesting 
reading. The bed of perennials added some colour, and we note that the banks on the approach to the garden were 
full of wildflowers, for example red Valerian, which was finished flowering at the time of our visit. We admired the 
sculptures on the roundabout at East Hill and Carrignafoy Avenue.  They are mounted on a circular plinth with a 
stone wall facing but we would have liked to learn something about the meaning of the art work and/or the artist.  
The metal is rusting and staining the plinth – we wonder if this can be remedied or prevented.  St Colman’s 
Cemetery has a very nice, recessed entrance with four piers holding a vehicular entrance in the centre and 
pedestrian gates on each side.  Two half barrels in different colours and planted with flowers are placed in front of 
the curved walls.  We suggest that they are not needed here and are hidden from view by parked cars. They don’t 
enhance the area and would not be missed if removed. The central feature in the cemetery is a fine sculptural 
calvary which is well placed and is highlighted because there are no graves between the calvary and the front 
entrance. With one fine specimen of Irish yew on the grass margin, we wonder if there were more planted there 
originally.  In any case, we recommend the planting of a line of trees on each linear grass margin to form an avenue 
and frame the calvary. If you act on this advice, please choose only one species, either oak, maple, lime or birch for 
uniform effect. Outside the cemetery, O’Neill Place housing estate has an open space on the corner, near the 
roundabout.  This is a very suitable location for the open space, and we admired the established trees which 
enhance this area generally.  We were amazed at the colourful multi-image mural on the Cobh School Books 
building in Bishop Street. The artist John Adams did a very appropriate depiction of a young girl reading her book 
and all around are images of her imagination. 

No visit to Cobh would be complete without including the magnificent St Colman’s Cathedral, completed in 1919. 
Since it took 51 years to construct, it was surely the iconic image of the town and the last view that many emigrants 
saw when departing for America. It is an amazing structure which can hold one’s gaze for a long time before 
reluctantly moving on.  The garden of reflection in front of the cathedral is very nice but does not seem to be open to 
the public - we read some of the reflections from  the street. Roy T. Bennett advised us to ‘Be mindful, be grateful, 
be positive, be true and to be kind.  The little West View Park is a good place to have reflections and to admire the 
terrace of twenty three gable fronted houses on West View.  Known as the Deck of Cards, this is another famous 
Cobh scene.  Built on a very steep gradient, these houses in various pastel shades of pink, red, green, blue grey, 
yellow are delightful and a major tourist attraction – even for Tidy Town adjudicators. The Annie Moore statue with 
her children dressed in nice attire is another icon of Cobh – by sculptor Jeanne Rynhart of Bantry.  Annie is shown 
looking back and her children are looking forward which most likely represents their emotions at the time.  
Congratulations on your entry, you are doing a good job and we hope our comments will help you to do even better.

Second Round Adjudication:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done to your committee on another excellent performance in the tidy towns competition and it is heartening to 
see the continuous progress. It was clear from our visit that through your collective hard work, Cobh is making 
significant improvements year by year and as further enhancements are planned for the year ahead, we are looking 
forward to returning again in 2023. Be sure to take account of the feedback included in this report when preparing 
your work programme for next year - particularly in respect of the landscaping, nature and biodiversity and 
sustainability categories.
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