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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We would like to welcome the 
dedicated committee of 12 members in Clondrohid to the competition as your involvement is appreciated. While it is 
great to see that your committee have the support of 6 volunteers, we wondered if a higher number could be 
encouraged to join you. Consider approaching other community based groups in your village and ask them if they 
would like to help out. In other tidy town centres, sports clubs (GAA, soccer, rugby and athletics), social groups 
(gardening clubs, Men’s shed and the active retired) and interest groups (historical societies and residents 
associations) have all proved to be valuable sources of new recruits and we urge you to investigate this option. We 
are delighted to read that your projects have captured the interest of many local businesses and employers such as 
Dairygold, M&J Kelleher, Mid Cork Pallets, Healys Spar, the Tavern and the Clann Aire Creche all providing you 
with sponsorship and support. In our view, this demonstrates their appreciation of the fine work that you are doing. 
We were surprised to read that your committee’s engagement with the schoolchildren and teachers is somewhat 
limited. In our experience, the schools are often a source of innovative ideas and energetic helpers in tidy town 
centres and we urge you to get them participating in your projects. Committees often find that schools who take part 
in the green schools programme are pleased to get involved in tidy towns actions as many are directly relevant to 
Green School themes. Thank you for your completed entry form which was helpful during adjudication. Be sure to 
point out all projects that you have undertaken in the entry form and include a map with the locations of the projects 
marked on it. We also encourage you to give some thought to preparing a tidy towns action plan as it is a very 
useful way of identifying projects under each of the tidy towns categories and for earning extra marks!
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The buildings in Clondrohid are a pleasant blend of traditional and modern designs with the vast majority looking 
very well during adjudication. The Dairygold building looked particularly smart with its fresh coat of paint while the 
Spar shop and the Post Office both deserve praise for achieving a good standard of presentation. We would also 
like to compliment the creche (Busy Bears) which looked exceptionally well. It was pleasing to see that the 
Community Centre is accommodated in a repurposed national school building while the Church also appears very 
carefully maintained with its neat and tidy grounds. We were most impressed by the modern new Clondrohid 
National school and the other high quality facilities at the community field that included pitches, a first class walking 
track and outdoor gym. The co-location of these community facilities (the school, sports ground, Community Hall 
and Church) is applauded as it allows for the sports facilities and the parking area to be used at all times. The 
addition of a new hard surfaced area beside the pitch (as a drop off point for children going to school) has further 
improved this area. It is noted that the Co-op provided two old fashioned reconditioned milk churns beside their 
building and they provide an eye catching feature. We also liked the natural stone bridge on the Ballymakeera 
approach road which was adorned with colourful floral displays.
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building and they provide an eye catching feature. We also liked the natural stone bridge on the Ballymakeera 
approach road which was adorned with colourful floral displays.

This category presents an opportunity for your committee to tell us about the different landscaping and planting 
projects that were undertaken for this year's competition. While we noted that the colourful planters that have been 
provided at the bridge on the approach from Ballymakeera, we were also pleased to see that pleasant landscaping 
beds could be found at the base of the mill stones that are on display at the entrance to the community field. 
Attractive gravel based beds were also on view in the car park of the community field. We were pleased to read that 
your committee is focusing on pollinator friendly planting with hypericum, sage (and what appeared to be 
rhododendrum) on display in the planter bed on the approach from Macroom. Don't forget that tree and hedgerow 
planting is also encouraged in the tidy towns competition. We know that trees have been planted in the car park of 
the community centre (adjoining the entrance to the school gates) and you are encouraged to try and identify some 
other locations in your village where native tree planting would be suitable. We are also pleased to see that native 
hedgerow planting has been provided around part of the perimeter of the running track and outdoor gym to the rear 
of the GAA pitch. Consider supplementing this hedgerow (comprised of blackberry bushes) as a means of screening 
the fencing at this location and making a positive contribution to biodiversity.

The commitment to pollinator planting in the plant choices at the entrance bed on the Macroom approach road and 
in the beds in the Community Field car park are appreciated and we would encourage you to select pollinator 
friendly plants for all of your landscaping schemes. Full details of suitable species can be found in the national 
pollinator plan - guidance for local communities document that is available from the www.pollinators.ie website. We 
were delighted to see that clear attempts are being made to increase the sources of pollen available with a carpet of 
white clover found growing in the grassed area at the running track and outdoor gym. This is an excellent source of 
pollen and we encourage you to continue to allow it to thrive where possible. You could also consider sowing fruit 
bushes (which provide a source of food and shelter for birds and insects). Adopting a ‘don't mow, let it grow’ 
approach to some of the grass areas in your village is also an option as it enables the growth of pollen rich natural 
wildflowers. Perhaps this approach would be suitable for parts of the church grounds?

We are pleased to report that the standard of litter control to be seen in your village on adjudication day was very 
high with virtually no litter to be seen. Aside from a small number of items on the approach road from Macroom, your 
village was later free. This is an excellent performance and it demonstrates that your comprehensive approach to 
litter control that involves frequent litter picks and regular cleanups is working well. You should also note that the 
fence that adjoins the entrance road into the community field may require additional monitoring as it was also 
harbouring small amounts of litter. The standard of tidiness was considered to be high and it was clear during your 
visit that close attention has been paid to weeding kerb sides, sweeping pavements and maintaining road verges. A 
small number for areas are highlighted for attention. The co-op premises looked well with its fresh coat of paint and 
it's appearance could be further improved by removing the weed that was visible around the base of a door to the 
rear of the building. Weed was also visible to rear of the community centre building. It is recommended that greater 
attention is given to signage during your clean-ups with the Clondrohid name sign on the approach road from 
Macroom in need of a wash and a children about school sign requiring attention. Well done to your committee for 
putting dog waste bins in place and the contribution of the community employment worker (who helps to keep the 
village litter free) and the volunteers to your fine performance under this category is acknowledged.

Under this category, committees and volunteers are encouraged to provide details of the actions and activities that 
they are undertaking to conserve energy, reduce resource use and avoid the generation of waste. While it is noted 
that no details have been provided in your entry form, we wondered if your committee makes its own compost, 
grows its own plants or sources them from donations from local gardeners? Does your committee harvest water for 
use in your landscape schemes or do you use recycled or surplus materials (such as timber or stone) in your 
projects? If the response to these questions is yes, it would indicate that your committee is starting to adopt more 
sustainable approaches to your projects. Can you let us know the answers in your entry form in 2023? Don’t forget 
that schools are often a great source of innovative ideas for projects under this category and we would be very 
interested in hearing about what your local school is doing to promote more sustainable behaviour amongst the 
school children and the teachers. Don't forget that committees and volunteers also have a role in raising awareness 
of the need for behaviour change in their wider communities. Have you considered hosting workshops and 
awareness events on themes such as conserving energy, minimising resource use and avoiding the generation of 
unnecessary waste? There are plenty of ideas for projects under this category included in the tiny towns handbook 
and if you require technical assistance, it is recommended that you get in touch with the Environmental Awareness 
Officer of Cork County Council.

We know from your entry form that a painting scheme was made available to residents and we are pleased to read 
that a number of properties availed of this. It was clear during our visit that the initiative has had a positive influence 
as the standard of presentation of individual dwellings was high. Two housing areas were observed in the village 
with one opposite the community field and a second located on the approach Road from Macroom. While the 
estates looked very well and it is clear that both are regularly maintained, no name signage could be seen. Could 
bilingual name signage be provided at their entrances?

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



estates looked very well and it is clear that both are regularly maintained, no name signage could be seen. Could 
bilingual name signage be provided at their entrances?

The standard of approach roads into Clondrohid was generally good. The entrance from Macroom looked nice with 
its visible name signage, attractive landscaping and tidy road verges. The natural stone wall along this approach 
also provided for very attractive boundary treatment and it helped to create a positive first impression for visitors. 
The approach from Ballymakeera also looked well with the colourful planting visible on the impressive stone bridge. 
However, the damaged boundary wall immediately in front of the bridge should be repaired. The standard of road 
surfacing was good with the exception of a short stretch of road on the Macroom approach leading up to the 
community centre and school.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The committee and volunteers are commended on your good performance in this years competition. It is 
recommended that the suggestions made in this report are taken into account when preparing your work 
programme for 2023. Keep up the good work and we look forward to returning to Clondrohid next year.


