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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We were delighted to be able to 
return to Carraigtwohill for in-person adjudication this year and see the work of your intelligence committee at first 
hand. It was great to see that your dedicated committee of 10 members is ably supported by up to 20 volunteers on 
the many tasks that you carry out on a regular basis. We know from your entry form that you are continuing to bring 
new volunteers on board and we urge you to keep this up. Noting the difficulties that many of your residents face 
with work commitments and caring for young families, try and be flexible and involve those who are unable to 
commit to membership of your committee by encouraging them to give up an hour or two of their time every fortnight 
or month. This could be achieved by having monthly cleanups which everyone can attend. The links that your 
committee have built up with Cork County Council and many local businesses are impressive and this should hold 
you in good stead for the future. It also clearly demonstrates that businesses value the work that you are doing for 
your town. We are glad to read that you work closely with community associations (such as the Carraigtwohill 
Community Council, Mens Shed, the Carraigtwohill Flower and Garden club, the local historical society and 
residents associations) and we urge you to go through your (very comprehensive and impressive) tidy towns plan to 
find out if any of the projects identified here can be delegated to other groups. We observed that few sports clubs 
were mentioned and we wondered if any attempt has been made to engage them? Your communication strategy 
seems to be working well and we salute your decision to fully embrace social media and other digital mediums as 
this is a very effective way of reducing the waste associated with printed material. It was great to see that your 
committee have established contacts (through your schools liaison officer) with the three primary schools and that 
you support their garden projects. While we acknowledge the involvement of schoolchildren in your litter picks, we 
wondered if they also get involved in any of your other projects? Why not meet with the schools and draw their 
attention to the projects in your tidy towns plan to see if they’d like to get involved in any of them? Their participation 
in the green flag programme demonstrates a high level of interest on the part of the teachers and students so why 
not try and harness this in the years ahead? We were interested to read that your committee have been involved in 
the competition for the last 11 years and we have no doubt that (as a result of your hard work), your town has 
improved significantly over this time frame. Keep up the good work and we look forward to seeing further progress 
in the years ahead.
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It is clear from your entry form that there are some very high quality heritage buildings in Carraigtwohill and it is 
great to see that this fact is acknowledged through the fine refurbishment and maintenance work that is ongoing. 
The restoration of Barryscourt Castle is a particularly exciting project and we await its completion in great 
anticipation. It is pleasing to see that St Mary’s church is maintained to a high standard as it is a lovely period 
building that occupies a key site in the centre of your town. We were interested to see the old castle adjacent to it 
(which appeared to be on the grounds of St Aloysius school) and we would like to hear more about this building. 
The schools generally looked very well and Scoil Clochair Mhuire stood out with its neatly planted and carefully 
maintained grounds. Well done on upgrading the community centre and Millennium Park - its all-weather pitch, 
outdoor gym and playground provide excellent amenities for the residents of Carraigtwohill. The repurposing of St 
David’s Church to a dedicated music classroom for the adjacent St Aloysius post primary school is highly 
commended as this is an excellent reuse for a heritage building that also benefits the community. We were 
disappointed to read the architectural prize-winning Aldi centre is encountering some issues pertaining to its 
landscaping and plaza. As these issues relate to the management of the car park and planted beds, we are hopeful 
that they can be resolved. We encourage you to continue to monitor the area and to bring items of concern to the 
attention of the Council and building owners as necessary. The standard of presentation of individual businesses 
was generally high and while all commercial premises looked well, the Mace, the Turkish Barbers, the Centra, 
O’Briens Butchers, BeYoutiful and Cotters all drew positive attention. The family resource centre also achieved a 
very high standard of presentation. The Ard Carraig residents will be delighted to know that their gardens looked 
exceptionally well on adjudication day! We were also struck during our visit by the hard work that has gone into 
developing and presenting open spaces with seating areas throughout the town. The site of the former garage is a 
pleasant addition to your Main Street while the ‘Be kind’ mural provides a pleasant introduction to your town. Small 
seating areas at Pearse Place and outside Carraig Downs were appreciated. Our visit to the town also revealed that 
there are ongoing difficulties with derelict and vacant properties with notable examples being the cottages in Chapel 
Lane. Whilst we note the explanation provided for the condition of these properties, you should be aware that it is 
government policy to regenerate and restore town centres with numerous funding sources (such as the urban and 
rural regeneration and development funds (URDF and RRDF)) now available for this purpose. The housing for all 
strategy also recommends that local authorities should use their compulsory purchase powers to acquire and 
refurbish buildings in persistent dereliction. We recommend that this issue is raised directly with Cork County 
Council so that a way forward can be found and that these properties can be returned to productive use.
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anticipation. It is pleasing to see that St Mary’s church is maintained to a high standard as it is a lovely period 
building that occupies a key site in the centre of your town. We were interested to see the old castle adjacent to it 
(which appeared to be on the grounds of St Aloysius school) and we would like to hear more about this building. 
The schools generally looked very well and Scoil Clochair Mhuire stood out with its neatly planted and carefully 
maintained grounds. Well done on upgrading the community centre and Millennium Park - its all-weather pitch, 
outdoor gym and playground provide excellent amenities for the residents of Carraigtwohill. The repurposing of St 
David’s Church to a dedicated music classroom for the adjacent St Aloysius post primary school is highly 
commended as this is an excellent reuse for a heritage building that also benefits the community. We were 
disappointed to read the architectural prize-winning Aldi centre is encountering some issues pertaining to its 
landscaping and plaza. As these issues relate to the management of the car park and planted beds, we are hopeful 
that they can be resolved. We encourage you to continue to monitor the area and to bring items of concern to the 
attention of the Council and building owners as necessary. The standard of presentation of individual businesses 
was generally high and while all commercial premises looked well, the Mace, the Turkish Barbers, the Centra, 
O’Briens Butchers, BeYoutiful and Cotters all drew positive attention. The family resource centre also achieved a 
very high standard of presentation. The Ard Carraig residents will be delighted to know that their gardens looked 
exceptionally well on adjudication day! We were also struck during our visit by the hard work that has gone into 
developing and presenting open spaces with seating areas throughout the town. The site of the former garage is a 
pleasant addition to your Main Street while the ‘Be kind’ mural provides a pleasant introduction to your town. Small 
seating areas at Pearse Place and outside Carraig Downs were appreciated. Our visit to the town also revealed that 
there are ongoing difficulties with derelict and vacant properties with notable examples being the cottages in Chapel 
Lane. Whilst we note the explanation provided for the condition of these properties, you should be aware that it is 
government policy to regenerate and restore town centres with numerous funding sources (such as the urban and 
rural regeneration and development funds (URDF and RRDF)) now available for this purpose. The housing for all 
strategy also recommends that local authorities should use their compulsory purchase powers to acquire and 
refurbish buildings in persistent dereliction. We recommend that this issue is raised directly with Cork County 
Council so that a way forward can be found and that these properties can be returned to productive use.

The range of planting and landscaping projects that is presented in your entry form is most impressive and the hard 
work that has gone into maintaining these schemes and the open spaces was clear to see on adjudication day. We 
were struck by the very high standard of presentation of roadside verges and planting with West End, East End, 
Main Street and the Carrigane Road all looking exceptionally well. Kathleen’s garden wall is a delight and we also 
enjoyed seeing the planted verges at Ryan Ahern. The large planters at the garage site in the town centre and 
outside the Mace were admired and we wondered if any consideration has been given to locating these trees in 
permanent beds? The focus on treeplanting on the path between Aldi and Ryan and Ahern Place is commended 
and we note that 130 native Irish tree whips have been donated to Chlochair Muire primary school. We wondered if 
any other suitable locations could be found for planting native tree species? Perhaps this could be included as an 
action under the green spaces and landscaping category in your tidy towns plan? It may also be a suitable one to 
involve the schoolchildren in (as a school project). Noting the comments of the adjudicator in 2021, we wondered if 
any tree wardens had been assigned to monitor the new trees that have already been planted? Thank you for your 
photos of the daffodil planting at Tullagreen - it looked very well. We urge you to give serious consideration to 
providing a range of different plant bulbs in this location in the years ahead and to include pollen rich varieties (such 
as crocus, alliums and snowdrops) as it will make the area a much better source of food for hungry pollinators. The 
work of the IDA in providing planting at the entrance to the industrial estate is commended. Well done on cleaning 
up the Slatty bridge and Fota road earlier this year. The long bed at Tullagreen is a delight and it looked 
tremendously well during our visit! The hard work of the committee on the landscaping schemes at the Killacloyne 
and the Cobh Road roundabouts, the old station building, on Station Road, the East Link business Park and 
Barryscourt roundabout was impressive. The mature planted beds with a diversity of shrubs opposite Aldi were 
admired and the meadow and planting at Castle Lake is applauded. We were pleased to observe that there is a 
much lower reliance on bedding plants and planters in Carrigtwohill and we will encourage you to continue to look at 
expanding the range of plants used to include shrubs and perennials (with less seasonal species) and to provide 
permanent beds (rather than planters) where possible. These actions will ensure your schemes will need less 
maintenance, provide for better year-round colour and enable your schemes to make a more positive contribution to 
biodiversity.

Your entry form reveals that many good quality nature and biodiversity projects are underway in Carraigtwohill. Your 
careful control on the usage of harmful herbicides and weedkillers was applauded and we urge you to keep this up. 
Is this message also being conveyed to private garden owners in your town? Well done on following the local area 
biodiversity plan and we would be interested to see a copy in next year’s application. We welcome the work of the 
Green School coordinators in the primary schools who encourage pollinator friendly planting of herbs, flowers and 
shrubs. It would be great if these areas could be marked on a map as this would enable you to quantify the number 
of these areas and work out where pollination hotspots have been created. Well done on organising, promoting and 
participating in events during national biodiversity week. Your work distributing wildflower seeds to the community in 
Carraigtwohill is acknowledged but you are reminded that native wildflower seeds should not be used to displace 
existing planting and is best located in areas which have no or low grade vegetation (e.g. such as roadsides). The 
managed for wildlife signs were visible throughout your town and we would urge you to try and map these areas as 
a means of quantifying their size (and therefore their contribution to biodiversity). It is pleasing to see the great work 
being done by the residents of Cul Ard (with their wildlife set-aside areas) and the residents of Castle Lake housing 
estate (where there is a wildlife meadow). The planting of fruit trees at Tullagreen is similarly impressive. Why not 
ask the schoolchildren to do a survey of some of these areas as a means of raising awareness and assessing their 
biodiversity? This would make an excellent school project. We would also like to commend your committee on 
encouraging householders to leave part of their gardens uncut as a means of boosting pollination sources. We urge 
you to keep this up in 2023 and to take note of the number of property owners who are participating. 
Congratulations on the handover of the keys to the community garden site and we wish you every success in this 
project in the years ahead.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



ask the schoolchildren to do a survey of some of these areas as a means of raising awareness and assessing their 
biodiversity? This would make an excellent school project. We would also like to commend your committee on 
encouraging householders to leave part of their gardens uncut as a means of boosting pollination sources. We urge 
you to keep this up in 2023 and to take note of the number of property owners who are participating. 
Congratulations on the handover of the keys to the community garden site and we wish you every success in this 
project in the years ahead.

Carraigtwohill looked very well on adjudication day with the vast majority of areas free from litter. It was obvious 
during our visit that this category is a priority for your committee and you can be sure that the range of projects that 
you have undertaken under this category are yielding substantial benefits. This is demonstrated by the neat and tidy 
appearance of your town. The work that you have done weeding, removing posters, emptying bins and washing 
road signs has also enhanced Carrigtowhill. It is disappointing to hear that a black spot for careless littering is 
persisting in Castle Lake but your committee should be confident that without your hard work, such problems would 
likely be worse. Your decision to provide dog foul bags is applauded and it is hoped that this initiative will help to 
alleviate this problem. Plenty of signs alerting dog owners to clean up after their dogs were observed during 
adjudication but we didn’t spot any bag dispensers. As always, improvements remain possible. Some untidy bus 
Eireann red signs and poles could be seen during our visit (with one noticeable just up from Ryan and Ahern Place 
and two visible on opposite sides of the road close to the Community Centre). Has this matter been raised with the 
company? A litter bin in need of attention could be seen at the seating area at Pearse Place and it is hoped that the 
large rusty sign pole opposite Cluain Cairn is removed soon. The gates to the rear of the school that are visible from 
Castle view would also benefit from a fresh coat of paint while the planted beds at the Aldi plaza were weedy and in 
needed of a revamp. Notwithstanding these minor points, the standard of tidiness was high.

It is great to see the many projects listed under the sustainability category of your tidy towns entry form. The move 
by your committee away from paper-based communications is most impressive and we are pleased to read that it 
has been a success. The work of the Mens Shed group in restoring and repurposing old machinery, furniture and 
timber is commended and it is heartening to read that their membership continues to increase. We urge you to meet 
with them and discuss the projects in your action plan that could be tackled on a collaborative basis. The broad 
focus of your projects under this category is notable with visible efforts to conserve energy (by replacing light bulbs 
in the community centre with LED versions), reduce water usage (through rainwater harvesting and water 
conservation taps) and reuse unwanted items (the car boot sale and the book exchange). Improvements in public 
transport and greater engagement in active transport (i.e. cycling and walking) are also positive developments. 
Perhaps you could assess the effectiveness of these initiatives next year. For example, can you tell us how much 
energy has been saved through the changes you implemented? How much rainwater is harvested? What 
percentage of students are walking and cycling to school? It is clear from our visit that considerable efforts have 
gone into new providing cycle tracks around your town (with more on the way) and we wondered if they had 
increased the number of people who cycle on a regular basis? Perhaps the committee and the IDA would be 
interested in doing a joint study that looks at this? All of this information will tell you how well your projects are 
working and how much further we need to go to drive down energy and resource use and to reduce waste. We also 
like to hear about what your committee is doing to reduce resource use and waste when carrying out your own 
projects. For example, do you make your own compost or grow your own plants?

The hard work of the many residents associations in your town (the majority of whom work in partnership with your 
committee) is acknowledged. It is pleasing to see that so many residents are actively involved in maintaining the 
green areas of their estates and overall, a very high standard of presentation was visible. Ryan and Ahern Place is 
particularly impressive and we enjoyed seeing the diversity of shrub planting that was visible around the lake and 
along the road margins and green areas of Castle Lake. Ban na Greine is very carefully maintained while the 
gravel-based beds at the entrance to Castle view are eye-catching. The extensive estate of Cul Ard also has some 
nice examples of curated green areas with An Feadan setting the example for others in this area to follow. Other 
good examples could be seen at Roselawn and Elmbury. The committee is also commended on the excellent work 
done on preparing a house for a family from the Ukraine.

Your committee have clearly been very busy with projects under this category for 2022. The planting at the 
roundabout on the Barryscourt access road was admired while the carefully maintained grassed area alongside the 
Carrigane approach road was appreciated. The roundabout at the Cobh road with its centrepiece willow tree 
provides a lovely first impression of your town. Work that has been undertaken by volunteers who trimmed hedges 
at Fota Rock, repainted the limestone name plate, painted the crash barrier on Station road and maintained the 
Cork road approach is applauded. It is particularly pleasing to see that your committee take an active role in 
monitoring issues with roads and footpaths throughout your town and liaise with Cork County Council when 
difficulties arise. This is a particularly important task and we urge you to keep it up. The standard of approach roads 
is generally high. The Carrigane Road stands out with its new footpaths and carefully maintained roadside verges. 
However, the surfacing of Chapel road (close to the junction with Main Street) is rough and this needs to be brought 
to the attention of the Council. We read about the proposed public realm improvements at Main Street with interest 
and noting that the public consultation period has recently ended, we look forward to seeing these improvements 
being implemented in the years ahead.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Concluding Remarks:

You are highly commended on an excellent performance in this year’s competition and it is clear that your progress 
has not been negatively affected by the disruptive effects of the Pandemic. We recommend that you take account of 
the feedback included in this report when preparing your work programme for 2023 and we look forward to seeing 
you again next year. Keep up the good work!


