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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are pleased to welcome 
your committee of 14 members to this year’s competition and we are most impressed by the high number of 
volunteers who support your projects and activities. With more than a hundred getting involved, this demonstrates a 
very high level of interest and enthusiasm for tidy towns work in Carrigaline. Given the large number of volunteers, 
give consideration to forming subcommittees for different tidy towns categories as this would be an effective way to 
work on existing projects and identify new ones under each category. It would also give the volunteers some 
additional responsibilities. There is no doubt that your committee has a very organised approach the competition - 
this is demonstrated by your weekly meetings with volunteers and your strong partnerships with the Lions Club and 
the Carrigaline Community Association. It is great to see that the local Men’s Shed, Macra, the Rugby and Camogie 
clubs also help out and we would urge you to consider delegating the responsibilities for some of your projects to 
these sporting clubs and community groups as a reward for their ongoing engagement and to lighten the load on 
your committee. We are pleased to read that good relationships have been formed with Cork County Council, Solas 
CE, Tus and SECAD and we urge you to maintain these partnerships in the years ahead. It is heartening (though 
not surprising) to see that local employers (Dupuy and J&J) and local businesses Supervalu, Lidl, Dunnes stores 
and the local horticulture stone wall garden centre and the Pavilion all provide you with support for your projects. In 
our view, this demonstrates their appreciation of your excellent work. Noting the high participation rate in your 
activities, we are confident that your comprehensive communication strategy is working well so be sure to keep it 
going. You are commended on your youth engagement strategy which involves hosting a range of different activities 
(such as competitions for pumpkin carving and sunflower seed growing) and for regularly visiting the schools to 
highlight your activities. It is great to see that a junior tidy towns committee has been established and we look 
forward to hearing further details about this next year. Will the junior tidy towns committee be encouraged to identify, 
undertake and maintain their own projects? Thank you for your comprehensive application form and maps. 
However, the entry form needs to be more concise and page numbers should be included to improve its clarity. 
Please edit it down in 2023 by significantly reducing the amount of photographs that are included in it. Can an OS 
map with scale and north point be supplied too? While the handdrawn map is quite useful, it is lacking with respect 
to road names and other key details. We would like to congratulate you on 40 years of successful participation in the 
tidy towns competition and we strongly agree that over that time, your projects have greatly improved the town and 
community of Carrigaline. Be sure to keep it going in the years ahead!
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We enjoyed our visit to the bustling and fast-growing town of Carrigaline which looked its best on a sunny afternoon 
in July. The contribution of the many businesses and commercial premises to its impressive appearance is noted. 
The Carrigaline Court Hotel looked well and its landscaped grounds were marvellous. The brick Church opposite is 
also a very eye catching feature while the modern structure directly opposite (behind the grotto) has an attractive 
contemporary design. On the Main Street, the standard of presentation of commercial buildings and shops was 
notably high. While it is not possible to list all good examples, a number stood out. Dennehy Auctioneers, Quay 
Co-op, Boots and Supervalu looked very well and we admired the new building adjacent to Kusados Turkish 
Barbers. Across the bridge, Pigotts, the Barber Rooms, Paddy Ahern’s, the Carrigaline bookshop, the Stable Bar 
and the Corner House were all very impressive. We were interested to read that your committee have concerns in 
relation to vacancy levels in your town centre and we would urge you to meet with Cork County Council to discuss 
this matter - particularly as regeneration of town and village centres is a key national government objective and a 
top priority for Local Authorities across the country. Well done on providing the bumblebee plaza and the community 
herb wall as both provided interest and colour. The parklet is a lovely central space that is very well maintained with 
high quality landscaping and pleasant seating areas – and we are glad to report that a number of people were 
enjoying the space during adjudication. A number of the projects presented here would appear to be suitable to 
other categories. For example, the power washing of the street and the refurbishment of bins are considered under 
the tidiness category while the projects completed at the duck pond, the parklet and the 1916 centenary garden are 
reviewed in the landscaping and green spaces section of this report.
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in July. The contribution of the many businesses and commercial premises to its impressive appearance is noted. 
The Carrigaline Court Hotel looked well and its landscaped grounds were marvellous. The brick Church opposite is 
also a very eye catching feature while the modern structure directly opposite (behind the grotto) has an attractive 
contemporary design. On the Main Street, the standard of presentation of commercial buildings and shops was 
notably high. While it is not possible to list all good examples, a number stood out. Dennehy Auctioneers, Quay 
Co-op, Boots and Supervalu looked very well and we admired the new building adjacent to Kusados Turkish 
Barbers. Across the bridge, Pigotts, the Barber Rooms, Paddy Ahern’s, the Carrigaline bookshop, the Stable Bar 
and the Corner House were all very impressive. We were interested to read that your committee have concerns in 
relation to vacancy levels in your town centre and we would urge you to meet with Cork County Council to discuss 
this matter - particularly as regeneration of town and village centres is a key national government objective and a 
top priority for Local Authorities across the country. Well done on providing the bumblebee plaza and the community 
herb wall as both provided interest and colour. The parklet is a lovely central space that is very well maintained with 
high quality landscaping and pleasant seating areas – and we are glad to report that a number of people were 
enjoying the space during adjudication. A number of the projects presented here would appear to be suitable to 
other categories. For example, the power washing of the street and the refurbishment of bins are considered under 
the tidiness category while the projects completed at the duck pond, the parklet and the 1916 centenary garden are 
reviewed in the landscaping and green spaces section of this report.

Congratulations on adopting a pollination plan for Carrigaline and it is heartening to see that there is now a strong 
pollinator friendly focus in all of your projects under this (and other) categories. It is hoped that the implementation of 
this plan will have a transformative impact on biodiversity in your town. We were pleased to see that the influence of 
this plan is already visible with significant areas of being left uncut and hosting thriving natural wildflowers and other 
important sources of pollen. These areas included patches of the community park, on the bank at the community 
centre car park, along the margins of main road leading up to Water Park Court and on the banks of Cherry 
Blossom road. It is great to see that the management of Edmund Rice College are also adopting this approach as 
its grounds were comprised of a carpet of natural grasses and wildflowers. We would be interested to know how 
many areas in your town are being left uncut as this would enable you to assess the impact of this approach. The 
relocation of the community herb garden is acknowledged while the planting and maintenance of the floral tubs 
along Main Street was admired. You are commended on achieving a good mix of bedding plants and herbs as the 
diversity was appreciated. The roses in bloom that could be seen around the parklet were most impressive. Well 
done on adding additional trees to the park as they provide a multitude of benefits both now and into the future. The 
landscaping work that can be seen in the sail garden was lovely with plenty of evidence of pollinator friendly planting 
that included Lavender and Hypericum. A major highlight of our visit was the centenary garden which was delightful. 
The combination of sculptures, plaques and imaginative planting was greatly appreciated. We very much enjoyed 
seeing the fleece flower and lamb’s ear as both are very eye-catching plants! Thank you for the photos of your tulip 
bulbs in bloom from April of this year. We note that daffodil planting is a popular activity in October of each year and 
we would encourage you to diversify your bulb planting by adding pollen rich crocus, alliums and snowdrops to the 
mix in 2023. The provision of the new sensory garden planter (which has been added to the rear of the youth 
centre) is a great example of a partnership project between your committee, Foroige and the Men’s Shed. The sage 
that has been used to dramatic effect looked very well and we would be delighted to hear about any other 
partnership projects that you have planned. Well done also on the creation of the wheelchair accessible planter box 
with the aid of Men’s Shed. We note that riverside bank planting has continued this year and while we acknowledge 
that is proposed to add suitable wildflower plants, it is recommended that you seek advice on this intervention as 
riverine habitats are particularly sensitive and the existing plants that are growing along riverbanks are often 
perfectly adapted to their conditions. Additionally, the river banks between the Parklet and the Lidl had an 
abundance of plant growth and appeared in rude health so interventions do not seem necessary. Perhaps the 
biodiversity officer in Cork County Council could offer you some advice on this? We were particularly interested to 
read about DC’s for Bees orchards in the community initiative. As this involves planting fruit trees and developing 
orchards in residential estates, it has the potential to have a very high beneficial impact on biodiversity. It is pleasing 
to see that there are plenty of residential estates who are providing homes for the orchards and we urge you to set 
an ambitious target and get as many orchards as possible in Carrigaline. Can the locations of some of the orchards 
be marked on the map for next year? Try as we might, we were unable to locate any. The future projects under this 
category are acknowledged – namely the future improvements of the car park, the addition of cycle racks and more 
landscaping, developing more cycle routes, enhancing the Main Street with more fixed furniture and improving the 
walkways on the river side of the Community Park. We also acknowledge your excellent landscaping work on the 
roundabouts which is reviewed in the approach roads, streets and lanes category.

We are delighted to see that there is now a close correlation between the landscaping and green spaces projects 
(that were undertaken with pollinators and biodiversity in mind) and this category – this is a very desirable outcome 
as it demonstrates that there has been very big shift in how you approach planting and landscaping in Carrigaline. 
We applaud your collaboration with the Irish bee conservation project as it sounds like a very worthy voluntary 
initiative that is intended to establish bee habitats and support Irish honeybees, bumble bees and solitary bees. We 
note that the project has involved the installation of 8 bee lodges and 15 solitary bee lodges in the park and that 
workshops are scheduled to take place to help to raise awareness of bees and the current challenges that they 
face. Perhaps some guidance can be included in these workshops on how bee populations can be monitored by the 
wider community? The urban honeybee trail project is a great initiative that is designed to benefit bees and other 
pollinators by the creation of pollination corridors. Why not expand the pollination corridor by boosting the amount of 
pollinator friendly planting in private gardens? We were delighted to read about the various projects undertaken by 
the schoolchildren in Carrigaline. The sowing of pollinator friendly plants in the school garden is warmly welcomed – 
with species that include primrose, verbena, snap dragons, nemesia and chive. The memorial garden is no less 
impressive with its cotoneaster, wildflowers, bergenia and heuchera and we have no doubt that these areas are 
making a positive contribution to biodiversity. The sowing of the fruit trees and the raised beds are also considered 
to be great projects and we are glad to hear that they have succeeded in raising awareness of biodiversity. Well 
done to the schoolchildren for planting a natural hedge of Whitehorn, Holly, Birch and Alder and as natural 
hedgerows are an important source of food and shelter for birds and insects, we would encourage them to seek 
other areas that will be suitable for it. We were interested to read that Rang 4 have participated in a bee workshop 
and we wondered if they have identified any new projects to carry out as a result? For example, bee and butterfly 
counts (undertaken at different times of the year) can be a very useful way of assessing the impact of pollinator 
planting. Their participation in the globe Ireland clean air project is intriguing and in our view, it demonstrates the 
value of well-designed citizen science projects for monitoring key environmental indicators like air quality. We 
wondered if it is proposed to test the air quality in other parts of Carrigaline by expanding the number of locations for 
air tubes? It is great to see that wildflower meadows have taken hold with examples to be seen in the Main Park and 
in the Church of Ireland grounds. While it is noted that a grass cutting plan has been agreed with the council (which 
involves leaving wildlife patches) we would like further details on what areas are being left uncut.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



the schoolchildren in Carrigaline. The sowing of pollinator friendly plants in the school garden is warmly welcomed – 
with species that include primrose, verbena, snap dragons, nemesia and chive. The memorial garden is no less 
impressive with its cotoneaster, wildflowers, bergenia and heuchera and we have no doubt that these areas are 
making a positive contribution to biodiversity. The sowing of the fruit trees and the raised beds are also considered 
to be great projects and we are glad to hear that they have succeeded in raising awareness of biodiversity. Well 
done to the schoolchildren for planting a natural hedge of Whitehorn, Holly, Birch and Alder and as natural 
hedgerows are an important source of food and shelter for birds and insects, we would encourage them to seek 
other areas that will be suitable for it. We were interested to read that Rang 4 have participated in a bee workshop 
and we wondered if they have identified any new projects to carry out as a result? For example, bee and butterfly 
counts (undertaken at different times of the year) can be a very useful way of assessing the impact of pollinator 
planting. Their participation in the globe Ireland clean air project is intriguing and in our view, it demonstrates the 
value of well-designed citizen science projects for monitoring key environmental indicators like air quality. We 
wondered if it is proposed to test the air quality in other parts of Carrigaline by expanding the number of locations for 
air tubes? It is great to see that wildflower meadows have taken hold with examples to be seen in the Main Park and 
in the Church of Ireland grounds. While it is noted that a grass cutting plan has been agreed with the council (which 
involves leaving wildlife patches) we would like further details on what areas are being left uncut.

The standard of litter control was very high during adjudication with many areas throughout the town appearing litter 
free and well maintained. Aside from a very small number of isolated items that could be seen at the train wall, in 
the community park and on cormorant walk, no litter was visible. This is considered to be an excellent performance 
for an urban area that is the size of Carrigaline. It demonstrates that your work has the support of the vast majority 
of residents – all of whom appear to be working hard to ensure your town is litter free.  You are also commended on 
the high standard of tidiness achieved. The power washed main street looked very well while the bins were bright 
and fresh looking in their new coats of paint. Well done to your committee and volunteers for completing general 
maintenance tasks like weeding and sign washing as it has given the adjudicator a strong impression that 
Carrigaline is an exceptionally neat and tidy place. The installation of the dog poo bag dispenser at the car parking 
area of Owenabue Park is applauded and we hope that this is having the desired effect and promoting more 
responsible dog ownership. It was empty at the time of our visit so this demonstrates that it is being regularly used. 
We were also pleased to see that there were plenty of bins available to dispose of the mutt mitts when used. A very 
small number of improvements are possible. The grass adjacent to the steps leading down to the community centre 
from Riverview was overgrown and obscuring the steps while parts of the wall adjacent to the walkway from the 
housing estate to the cormorant walk had visible graffiti. Perhaps a climber plant should be considered as a 
screening mechanism here? On the bridge adjacent to the parklet, a redundant sign pole needs to have a sign 
affixed to it or removed if it is no longer needed.

We would like to begin by congratulating your community and the award of a grant for an energy masterplan for 
Carrigaline. As this plan will be focused on how to conserve energy in your town, it is great to see that it is to be 
supported by community groups, the IFA, sports groups, schools and businesses so we look forward to hearing 
about its progress in 2023. We are pleased to read that Carrigaline was chosen to take part in a SECAD training 
programme on sustainable communities and we would like to know if it has led to any new projects that are 
designed to reduce resource consumption or avoid the generation of waste? Please let us know in 2023. Well done 
to the Gael Scoil for participating in the incredible edible initiatives and we would be interested to know if it led to 
any edible planting by the school. We are glad to read that businesses in Carrigaline are changing their behaviour 
with more outlets joining the conscious cup campaign and signing up to the refill.ie initiative. Noting the visible 
improvement to cycling infrastructure that could be seen in Carrigaline, we were very interested to read about the 
big travel challenge in which the Gael Scoil signed up to promote a sustainable mode of transport for 10 days in 
February. While we note that it was successful, we would like some further details – for example, what proportion of 
students in the school used the sustainable mode of transport for the 10 days? We would also encourage other 
schools to sign up to this initiative for next year and to record the results (i.e. what proportion of the students walk, 
cycle or use the bus over the 10 day period). These initiatives are considered to be very important in driving 
behaviour change (particularly in the context of your sustainable energy community plan) and we strongly 
recommend that as many people as possible participate in them.

We were interested to read that your tidy estates competition has been running for nearly 30 years and the evidence 
from our visit would suggest that the friendly rivalry that it is creating is driving up the standards of presentation of 
residential areas throughout Carrigaline. It was clear during adjudication that the residents in the many different 
estates of your town are regularly maintaining their entrances, landscaping schemes and amenity areas to ensure 
that they look their best. Despite the high overall standard, a small number stood out. It was interesting to note that 
a number of the estates that are clustered around the Cork road approach to your town looked particularly well. 
Glenwood looked lovely with its attractive name stone, luxuriant entrance planting (with eye-catching roses in 
bloom) and trimmed verges. Further out, Heronswood, Oakdene and Woodvale are most impressive with their shrub 
beds, neat grass margins and attractive tree planting. We also explored the newer estates in the vicinity of the 
marvellous new Educate Together School with their modern designs and consistent standard of maintenance - 
Rose Bay, Bluebell Lane and Labernum Avenue deserve special mention here. Noting the prevalence of home solar 
panels in the newer estates, these communities may be interested in participating in your proposed energy 
masterplan. Elsewhere, we loved the mature trees at Liosbourne and we are pleased to see that the standard of 
presentation of the more established residential areas was similarly high – with Woodview and Clevedon provided 
evidence of this. We also enjoyed the magnificent views of your town that were available from Hillview. In light of 
these findings, we strongly encourage you to continue with your inter estate competition (and awards) as it seems to 
be working very well for you.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



presentation of the more established residential areas was similarly high – with Woodview and Clevedon provided 
evidence of this. We also enjoyed the magnificent views of your town that were available from Hillview. In light of 
these findings, we strongly encourage you to continue with your inter estate competition (and awards) as it seems to 
be working very well for you.

The close attention paid to the maintenance of approach roads into Carrigaline by your committee and volunteers 
was obvious to see during adjudication. The Cork Road was magnificent with numerous high quality landscaping 
schemes on view. We very much enjoyed seeing the roundabout at Heronswood where the combination of sea 
pebbles, shrubs and colourful bedding plants was particularly eye-catching. The entrance roundabout at the 
Carrigaline Court Hotel with its central sculpture and diverse planting also looked very well. The Kinsale road 
approach was generally good but appeared somewhat understated when compared with the approach from Cork. 
We admired the colourful rose planting (at the name stone), the tree planting, neat verges and meadow banks that 
were on view on Cherry Blossom Road. We were surprised to see that there was no reference in your entry form to 
the major roadworks that are taking place to facilitate the construction of the new bridge to the rear of the 
Carrigaline Court Hotel. Noting the disruptions caused by the roadworks, it makes the high standards that you 
achieved under this category this year all the more impressive. We are also looking forward to seeing these major 
roadworks completed next year.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Congratulations to your committee and volunteers on an excellent performance in this year’s competition. We would 
like to draw attention to two observations from your tidy towns entry. Firstly, the strong focus on biodiversity in your 
vision is applauded. It can be seen in many of the projects that have been completed throughout your town and 
there is an obvious emphasis under the green spaces and landscaping and nature and biodiversity categories. 
Secondly, the partnership approach that you have adopted with other voluntary groups (such as the IBCP and DCs 
for Bees) are proving to be very effective and leading to the development of very high quality projects in Carrigaline. 
We urge you to continue with this sensible and practical approach and we look forward to seeing further progress 
next year. Best of luck for 2023!


