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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. The 18 members of your 
committee (12 adults and 6 youth members) are warmly welcomed to the competition and we are delighted to read 
that up to 70 volunteers take part in your community cleanups events. By any measure, this demonstrates a very 
high level of community participation in a village with a population of less than 200 – as we estimate that 88 persons 
or almost 50% of your population are actively engaged in your projects! The inclusivity of your committee is also 
commended as you actively encourage participation by everyone – no matter what age or ability. The array of links 
that you have built up is impressive with working relationships in place with Cork County Council and Macroom 
Municipal District Office as well as a host of local employers and businesses. Have you approached Fas / Tus or the 
Community Employment Scheme? Noting their presence in your area, we also wondered if any projects have been 
undertaken with the ESB? Please let us know in 2023. It is great to see that your committee has worked closely with 
Canovee GAA club and we wondered if there are other community-based groups that you could partner up with? 
We enjoyed reading the description of your communication strategy which appears to strike the right balance 
between traditional and digital methods of communication and we loved seeing the tidy towns noticeboard in the 
centre of the village. We are glad to read that links are firmly established with Canovee National School and that 
your committee has collaborated with the schoolchildren on a range of projects including community cleanups, litter 
picks and planting 45 sunflower seeds. We note that the motivation for choosing sunflowers was to welcome and 
demonstrate solidarity with the Ukrainians who have recently joined your community. Well done also on setting up a 
youth participation award as this sounds like a very effective way of generating interest in your projects among 
younger age groups. Thank you for your completed application form and map – both of which were very helpful 
during adjudication and included plenty of details on your projects.
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The adjudicators enjoyed returning to the lovely village of Carrigadrohid / Killinardrish this year for our first in-person 
adjudication since 2019. We were delighted to find that it looked as good as ever with the imposing structure of 
Carrigadrohid Castle forming an eye-catching centrepiece on the river Lee. We note that your committee (and wider 
community) have concerns with respect to its maintenance and noting its importance, we strongly agree with your 
decision to contact Cork County Council and seek its designation as a national monument. Be sure to update us on 
this important project in 2023. We were very interested to read about the reinstatement and restoration of the 
Barrackhill cobblestone footpath which has taken place over the last seven years. While there is no doubt that this 
was a mammoth project, the funding used (Council grants and local donations) and the partnership arrangement 
between Cork County Council, local property owners and local craftsmen to get the work complete sounds very 
innovative. Notwithstanding these points, the result is spectacular and the cobblestone pathway looked fabulous 
during adjudication. We are pleased to see that the local businesses in your village take good care of their 
properties as the Carrig Inn and the Crissham hairdressers both looked well. The newer school building also looked 
very well with its fresh coat of paint. We wondered if the older (and smaller) school building is in use as a community 
hall? Strong praise is due to the volunteers who ‘glowed up’ the grotto and they will be happy to know that their 
efforts were worth it as it looked stunning! We very much enjoyed reading the information signage about the castle 
and the intriguing Apple Store structure. Noting that there are other buildings such as the old Post Office, the Lodge, 
Castle House and the RIC Barracks to name but a few, we wondered if any consideration was given to providing a 
storyboard or information plaque that explains the history of these buildings too? Please let us know in 2023.
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between Cork County Council, local property owners and local craftsmen to get the work complete sounds very 
innovative. Notwithstanding these points, the result is spectacular and the cobblestone pathway looked fabulous 
during adjudication. We are pleased to see that the local businesses in your village take good care of their 
properties as the Carrig Inn and the Crissham hairdressers both looked well. The newer school building also looked 
very well with its fresh coat of paint. We wondered if the older (and smaller) school building is in use as a community 
hall? Strong praise is due to the volunteers who ‘glowed up’ the grotto and they will be happy to know that their 
efforts were worth it as it looked stunning! We very much enjoyed reading the information signage about the castle 
and the intriguing Apple Store structure. Noting that there are other buildings such as the old Post Office, the Lodge, 
Castle House and the RIC Barracks to name but a few, we wondered if any consideration was given to providing a 
storyboard or information plaque that explains the history of these buildings too? Please let us know in 2023.

We admired the completed village triangular bed and we applaud your selection of pollinator friendly plants 
(comprising lavender and mint) for this location. Both the planted barrel (with its shrubs and bedding plants) outside 
Molly Cahills Shop and the colourful adjoining ‘Pearl Hogan Hall’ looked well. The contribution of individual 
householders to this category is acknowledged with the owner \ occupiers of Nora Luceys shop and the Forge 
providing eye-catching hanging baskets and window boxes. The wildflower meadow at the entrance to the GAA 
grounds and riverwalk was bedding down nicely but it will take more time to fully establish itself. We salute your 
decision to continue with your tree planting programme by sowing Oak and Hawthorn along the entrance to the GAA 
pitch. This is an excellent project and we urge you to consider expanding it by identifying new locations for trees. 
Perhaps the schoolchildren would like to help you with this project? We applaud the work done by your committee, 
volunteers and the GAA club in developing a riverside walk. After a very enjoyable stroll along the walk in the early 
evening July sunshine, we heartily agree with your accurate assessment – its a fabulous additional amenity that 
benefits all age groups in your village. The contribution of Cork County Council (who provided the grant aid) is 
appreciated. The future projects planned under this category are acknowledged. We look forward to seeing natural 
hedging planted beside the picnic area and the Castle walk (with universal access) being planned in collaboration 
with the property owners (the ESB) sounds exciting. However, we urge you to seek specialist advice in the planning 
(and design) of this walk - as riverbanks are both sensitive and important habitats.

It is great to see that your committee and volunteers are embracing the all Ireland pollinator plan by including plant 
species in your landscaping schemes that are ‘pollinator friendly’. Your contributions of floral planters to the 
Canovee National School and promotion of No Mow May are also acknowledged and well done for maintaining bee 
hotels as a means of increasing the local bee population. Consider taking some additional steps to boost pollination 
sources. Why not ask local residents to engage in pollinator friendly and fruit Bush planting in their gardens? You 
can also review your planting schemes to ensure that the plants that you are using provide early, mid and late 
season pollen for hungry pollinators. Another option would be to plant pollen rich spring bulbs such as alliums, 
crocus and snowdrops. We are pleased to read that several local farmers and landowners have committed to adopt 
the ‘don’t mow, let it grow’ approach to their lawns and grassed areas and we would encourage you to get as many 
people as possible to join them – as it will lead to the widespread growth of many natural pollen rich wildflowers. 
You could also consider mapping where your pollinator friendly planting and meadow grasses are located as this 
will enable you to create pollination corridors and ‘hot spots’. We applaud the work that you are doing to protect the 
3 wild areas in your villages and while your motivation to clear invasive species is understandable, we encourage 
you to limit your interventions into these wild areas as they need to evolve over time. We strongly recommend that 
you take note of the different plant species that become established in them and monitor how these plants change 
with the seasons and years. Why not involve the schoolchildren in the monitoring process as it would be a very 
effective way of raising awareness of biodiversity. You are also encouraged to provide signage on them to indicate 
that they are being managed for nature. This is an important part of raising awareness of the fact that we need to 
make room for nature to thrive and that this land should not be regarded as ‘waste’ or poorly used land - it is 
performing a significant function by supplying vital environmental services. We were most interested to read that 
Carrigadrohid is an important nesting site for Barn Owls and that surveys are undertaken each year to ascertain if 
any further sites can be found. We would love to hear further updates on this important project. Its not surprising to 
read that the river Lee provides an important habitat for birdlife and we are pleased to hear that a birdwatch garden 
talk is planned for August.

It is heartening to read that your committee and volunteers are engaging in several sensible and practical ways to 
cut down on resource use and minimise waste generation. We are delighted to see that your committee makes its 
own compost and that the plants used in your landscaping schemes are sourced from donations by enthusiastic 
local gardeners. In our view, these are best practice approaches under this category. We encourage you to aim to 
be 100% self-sufficient in self generated compost and plant and seeds supplies in the near future. We were similarly 
impressed by your plan to harvest rainwater from a water butt provided by a local property owner in 2023. But don’t 
stop there – why not ask others in the village to provide water butts too? Once again, this could allow you to become 
100% self-sufficient in harvested rainwater and completely avoid the use of treated water in your landscaping 
schemes. Try and ensure that water butts can be located close to your planting schemes as this will cut down on the 
need to lug around heavy buckets and watering cans! We applaud your determination to reuse items that would 
otherwise be disposed of – with the topsoil from the river walkway (being used to create a soil bank for wildflowers) 
and the decorative stone from a local business (being used to repair laybys) providing examples of this. We strongly 
recommend that you use your social media and other communication methods to publicise these actions as other 
private householders in your village may be interested in following your example. It is great to hear that the local 
school is encouraging students to cycle. Ask the school to keep a record of the numbers who are cycling and 
walking on a frequent basis as this will demonstrate if the transport behaviour of children is changing significantly 
over time. They could also consider undertaking a survey which students and parents to work out what needs to be 
done (for example with footpaths and road crossings) to encourage larger numbers to use active travel modes to get 
to school.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



We noted at the beginning of the report that there is a very high level of engagement in your tidiness and litter 
projects - and this was reflected during our visit as Carraigadrohid / Killinardrish was virtually litter free. Aside from a 
some plastic bottles that could be found at the GAA pitch and a small number of items close to the triangular bed in 
the village centre, no litter could be seen anywhere. We were interested to note that your approach to litter 
management has changed and that you have removed litter bins and promoted ‘leave no trace’ instead – whereby 
people are encouraged to bring the litter home. We are aware that it has led to a decline in the level of fly tipping 
and general litter so it appears to make sense to continue with this approach. You are commended on your 
comprehensive approach to keeping your area clean with weekly litter patrols, litter picking at local beauty spots 
(Quills Rock and the Fishermans layby), and undertaking twice yearly community cleanup days. In our view, this 
approach is working very effectively and your village and surrounding area is noticeably clean as a result. We noted 
in your entry form that Cork County Council are reducing the number of locality-based cleanups that they support 
and if the committee anticipates that this will create problems, it is recommended that the matter is discussed with 
your local elected representative. The standard of tidiness was also considered to be high with the majority of areas 
appearing weed free and cleanly swept. Small improvements are possible. While the signage was generally clean, 
some untidy signs and poles were observed - they include; the no swimming strong currents sign at the picnic area, 
the brown Iniscarra Lake sign and the front and back of the black-and-white danger sign. It may also be necessary 
to install some signage emphasising the importance of responsible dog ownership as dog fouling was observed 
along the entrance road leading to the Riverwalk. The red gates to the school would also benefit from a fresh coat of 
paint in time for 2023.

private householders in your village may be interested in following your example. It is great to hear that the local 
school is encouraging students to cycle. Ask the school to keep a record of the numbers who are cycling and 
walking on a frequent basis as this will demonstrate if the transport behaviour of children is changing significantly 
over time. They could also consider undertaking a survey which students and parents to work out what needs to be 
done (for example with footpaths and road crossings) to encourage larger numbers to use active travel modes to get 
to school.

We are most impressed by the buildings in Carraigadrohid / Killinardrish. The vast majority of the buildings seen 
were original structures with attractive traditional designs and the standard of presentation was consistently high. 
We were also pleased to see that there is a strong appreciation of your local heritage. This is reflected by the 
information signs in place denoting the previous uses of the structures and the repurposing of these buildings to 
ensure that they remain in productive and active use. A small number of derelict \ vacant buildings were also 
observed and while we note that the owners have given you permission to enhance the frontage of these properties, 
your committee should be aware that there is a national government objective to ensure the regeneration of towns 
and villages by returning derelict and vacant infill sites to active use. Why not raise the matter with Cork County 
Council? They have a range of powers under the Derelict Sites Act to compel owners to take the necessary 
remedial actions and improve their properties. The excellent work of your committee in organising activities at 
Christmas time (such as providing a coordinated display of festive lighting in key areas of your village, installing a 
Christmas tree in the village centre and hosting a village market) is acknowledged. These are all fabulous 
community events and we have no doubt that the residents are most appreciative.

The name stones on the approach from Macroom and at the Killinardrish side of the river were spotted during 
adjudication and they looked particularly well. They are considered to be a great choice as they are consistent (in 
material and colour) with the cobblestone footpath and the natural stone walls. We were delighted to read that it is 
proposed to restore the stone wall on the Killarney \ Macroom approach (using funding from Eirgrid) as this 
boundary treatment is a very distinctive and attractive feature of your village. We also like to commend the 
committee on your hard work cleaning and weeding both inside and outside of the 50 kmph zone as all roadsides 
and verges were clean and tidy and in good condition. Your work to the fishing laybys is also appreciated. Well done 
also on the fine work that your committee and volunteers have undertaken on Carrigadrohid bridge removing weeds 
and repairing surface damage.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We thoroughly enjoyed our visit to Carrigdrohid / Killinardrish and we would like to congratulate your committee, 
volunteers and wider community on an excellent performance in this year’s competition. Keep up the good work and 
we look forward to seeing you again in 2022.


