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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are pleased to welcome 
your committee of 3 members to the competition for the first time since 2006. We are glad to see that there is a 
good level of support for your projects from the community with 12 volunteers helping you out. Well done on forming 
links with the Department of the Marine and Cork County Council and for attracting private support for the lavender 
project. We know that your communication strategy is based on email and WhatsApp and while the use of these 
mediums is encouraged, we also recommend that traditional mediums such as newspapers, church announcement 
and community notice boards should be used to get your message out - particularly as your committee is getting to 
work once again after a 16 years absence. Why not put notices about your activities on the notice board at South 
Harbour? We are pleased to read that you are engaging with the school children through the school staff and we 
would welcome details in 2023 on any joint projects that you are working on. Thank you for your entry form as it was 
most informative. However, be sure to state clearly what projects have been completed and what projects are 
proposed in your entry form next year. While the hand drawn map was helpful, a printed map with scale and 
northpoint would be preferable. Why not ask Cork County Council to provide you with a suitable map? We enjoyed 
reading your plan and it is considered to be a very comprehensive strategy and a valuable document as it identifies 
all of the projects that need to be undertaken to enhance your island further. We particularly liked the phased 
approach to improvements that is identified as this is considered to be a very practical and realistic way to proceed. 
We would also like to wish you the very best of luck in the competition and it is hoped that your committee and 
community enjoy the experience and that you bring about the improvements that you have identified in your plan.
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We thoroughly enjoyed our first visit to Cape Clear on a beautiful July afternoon. Arriving at North Harbour, we 
thought that all buildings were smartly presented with Club Cleire Teach Tabhairne, Oifig Turasoireachta and 
Cotters looking particularly well. The sea based mural on Mary's Chipper was eye catching and we’d like to 
compliment the group of volunteers who tidied up the grotto (it looked fabulous) and the picnic area - which is a 
lovely space for people to sit and enjoy the fine views of the Harbour. At South Harbour, we were pleased to see 
that the (unoccupied) An Oige Hostel remains in reasonable condition and we noted that the National School was 
having an upgrade at the time of our visit. The circular tents for glamping that were visible on the slope opposite 
South Harbour were eye catching. On the far side of the island, we were most impressed by the appearance of St. 
Ciarans Church which looked bright and fresh in a new coat of paint while the Heritage Centre nearby also looked 
well. Noting that this building was closed on a Friday afternoon, it is recommended that its opening hours are 
included in your entry form for next year. The old lighthouse and watch tower are striking features and rightly 
considered to be part of your cultural heritage. We also enjoyed seeing the different features of your Island such as 
Tobar Ciaran and Cumalane pump but despite our best efforts, we were unable to locate Tobar na Gleann and the 
marriage stones. Can some signage be installed to assist the adjudicator next year? Noting the number of different 
features that can be seen on a visit to your island, we wondered if any consideration has been given to putting 
together a heritage trail - with a map and information plaques at different features? Your proposal to provide 
information signage at the different wells is warmly welcomed and we look forward to seeing this in the years ahead. 
We note that a range of exciting projects are proposed for this category that include adding some new seats to the 
North harbour, tidying up the Lofty Spars and Saoirse plaques and opening up a well every year. We wish you all 
the best of these projects and we look forward to seeing them completed in the years ahead.
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considered to be part of your cultural heritage. We also enjoyed seeing the different features of your Island such as 
Tobar Ciaran and Cumalane pump but despite our best efforts, we were unable to locate Tobar na Gleann and the 
marriage stones. Can some signage be installed to assist the adjudicator next year? Noting the number of different 
features that can be seen on a visit to your island, we wondered if any consideration has been given to putting 
together a heritage trail - with a map and information plaques at different features? Your proposal to provide 
information signage at the different wells is warmly welcomed and we look forward to seeing this in the years ahead. 
We note that a range of exciting projects are proposed for this category that include adding some new seats to the 
North harbour, tidying up the Lofty Spars and Saoirse plaques and opening up a well every year. We wish you all 
the best of these projects and we look forward to seeing them completed in the years ahead.

We were pleased to see that your committee and volunteers have completed some nice planting projects for this 
year's competition with some attractive landscaping schemes on view at North harbour. We very much enjoyed 
seeing the long linear bed between the grotto and the An Gaeltacht sign with its broad range of pollinator friendly 
species that includes fuchsia, montbretia, hydrangea, roses in bloom and ivy. The planted bed at the picnic area 
looked very well with it's eye catching roses and hydrangeas, seating and information signage. We were impressed 
by the planting at Tobar Naomh Ciaran (comprising roses and large clumps of pink sorrel). The lavender planters at 
the Cumann Iascairi Chleire seat (beneath the plaque) and also at the Fastnet Race 1979 stone sign were 
appreciated. We recommend that your community and volunteers try and identify some new locations for planters 
and permanent landscaping beds for additional projects under this category. For example, alongside or beneath the 
information maps at North harbour and South harbour could be considered potential locations. The grounds of the 
Church, the School and the Heritage Centre should also be considered for landscaping. We note that apple trees 
were planted at an unused council water pump at the Baileiarthach road and we welcome your plans to provide 
similar planting at the Cumalane pump next year. Your intention to engage in daffodil planting is acknowledged. 
However, given that daffodils have limited pollen, we recommend that a mix of pollen rich spring bulbs (such as 
crocus, alliums and snowdrops) are used.

There is no doubt that there is a wonderful range of habitats on and around the island of Cape Clear. We were 
pleased to hear that there is a local bird warden who has published a guide for the island and we applaud your idea 
to use the guide to raise the awareness of both residents and visitors of the rich diversity of birdlife that can be 
found on Cape Clear. Consider asking the local bird warden to host a walk for the wider community in which 
different birds and their habitats can be pointed out. A similar exercise could be undertaken with the school. We 
would also encourage you to follow through with your excellent idea of preparing information signs which provide 
explanations of the different type of birds and habitats that the island accommodates. This approach has been used 
very effectively to drive up environmental awareness in other tidy towns centres. Consider approaching the 
Environmental Awareness Officer in Cork County Council to ask about possible funding sources for this project. It is 
great to see that your committee and volunteers are embracing the need to plant pollinator friendly planting to 
support biodiversity and that you have a plan to provide information packs to local residents. Be sure to lead by 
example in this category by making sure that all of your planting schemes are stocked with pollinator friendly 
varieties. Perhaps a workshop could be organised which focuses on implementing the national pollinator action 
plan? We note with interest that you plan to sow wildflower seeds in a number of areas that include roadsides and 
‘various’ corners throughout your island. However, we urge you to very careful with this project as you will need to 
avoid wildflower seed packs that are comprised of non native varieties. Rather than plant wildflower seed, it is 
strongly recommended that natural meadows (or sections of natural meadows) are created by allowing grass to 
grow as this will normally lead to a large number of dormant native wildflowers springing to life in the longer grass. 
We urge you to take this approach as a first step – as the results may surprise you. We were also interested to read 
that your dry stone walls are to be repaired. Noting that many insects and plants can found in the crevices of the 
natural stones, it is recommended that wall repairs should focus only on the identified ‘loose’ dry stone walls to 
ensure that the impact on insects and their habitats is limited. We were interested to read about the Cape lavender 
initiative and we spotted a lavender bank that had been planted relatively close to the Cumalane pump. We would 
appreciate an update on this project next year. The planned rat eradication programme also sounds like a great 
initiative and we look forward to hearing further details on it next year.

Under this category, committees and volunteers are encouraged to tell us about the projects that they have 
undertaken to conserve energy, reduce resource use and minimise or avoid the generation of waste. We are 
delighted to see that there is recycling bank on the island which provides the facilities that residents need to recycle 
their cans and bottles. It is noted that cardboard and other materials are also included in the recycling programme. 
Has any attempt been made to calculate the number of residents who regularly engage in recycling? Perhaps a 
survey could be undertaken with the assistance of the school? We would also be interested to hear about what the 
school is doing to cut down on the amount of waste it generates and how local businesses are attempting to adopt 
more sustainable behaviours. Noting the comments in your entry form with respect to introducing small digesters, 
composters and wormeries in the future to reduce waste and produce biogas, it is clear that considerable thought 
has gone into alternative sources of energy. While this is commendable, we note that there was no reference to 
wind energy and this is despite the fact that there is a wind turbine located on the island. Has this also been 
considered as a way of reducing reliance on fossil fuels? Given the obvious focus of your committee on energy 
conservation, we wondered if you had considered becoming a sustainable energy community? If so, full details on 
how to participate are available from the SEAI. Don’t forget that there are also many straightforward tasks that your 
volunteers and committee can undertake to help you to minimise resource use and avoid waste generation. 
Growing your own plants, making your own compost, harvesting rainwater and reusing materials such as surplus \ 
old timber and stone are all obvious examples of practical actions. Other ideas for effective actions that could be 
undertaken under this category are included in the tidy towns handbook.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



We are most impressed by the standard of litter control that could be seen on Cape Clear on adjudication day. 
Despite the extensive size of the island, virtually no litter was present. Aside from a small amount of isolated items 
which were visible at the North Harbour (particularly in the picnic area and beneath the Cumann Iascairi Chleire 
seat), the area was litter free. This demonstrates that your organised approach to litter picks and checks is working 
well and we urge you to keep it up. Encouraging local businesses (the Club, Siopa Beag and the Chipper) to take 
responsibility for areas that require regular checks is a great idea! The standard of tidiness was also considered to 
be very good. It is clear that close attention has been paid to cleaning signs, weeding and ensuring the harbour is 
clean and tidy. Improvements remain possible however. The sign poles with no sign at the picnic area need 
attention – either a sign should be fixed to them or they should be removed. Weed was creeping into the long linear 
bed, the planted beds at the picnic area and at tobar naomh chiaran and we wondered if these areas could be 
checked more regularly? We were very pleased to read that beach cleans regularly take place and we urge you to 
continue with these laudable activities.

volunteers and committee can undertake to help you to minimise resource use and avoid waste generation. 
Growing your own plants, making your own compost, harvesting rainwater and reusing materials such as surplus \ 
old timber and stone are all obvious examples of practical actions. Other ideas for effective actions that could be 
undertaken under this category are included in the tidy towns handbook.

We note from your entry form and attachments that the houses on Cape Clear are all neat, tidy and well presented 
and we heartily agree with this assessment. We explored most parts of Cape Clear during our visit and we can say 
with confidence that the standard of presentation of properties and their gardens is high throughout the island. This 
demonstrates that local residents take great pride in the appearance of their homes and that they are keen to 
support the work of your committee and volunteers in the tidy towns competition!

The standard of roads throughout the island was generally good and we loved seeing the natural roadside 
boundaries as well as the attractive natural stone walls. We applaud your decision to research the hosting of a 
workshop into stone wall repairs as this is considered to be a very practical way to proceed. If successful, it should 
result in the upskilling of your committee, volunteers and local residents but it should also ensure the preservation 
and survival of your stone walls – which are a very distinctive feature of your island. The following recommendations 
should also be considered under this category for your work programme in 2023. The road surfacing in the harbour 
area is rough in places and we urge you to discuss this matter with Cork County Council. Secondly, while the way 
marking signs for the island loop walk are appreciated, additional mapping and information (on length, duration, 
degree of difficulty, etc) would also be useful at key points such as South Harbour.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We loved visiting Cape clear island this year and we were very impressed with the projects that you have completed 
for this year’s competition. We are also excited to read about what is planned for the near future and we look 
forward to returning again in 2023 to see how you are getting on. It is recommended that you take the suggestions 
that are included in this report into account when drawing up your work programme for next year.


