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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We very much enjoyed our visit 
to Bishopstown this summer after a three-year absence. It was pleasing to see that your hard-working committee of 
10 members and large group of 65 volunteers have continued to make notable progress on your projects over that 
timeframe. We read the detailed entry form that was submitted and we were interested to see that your committee 
and volunteers are organised into a number of different groups that focus on specific issues such as litter picking, 
general maintenance and project work. Judging by your improving performances each year, this format appears to 
work well for you. Well done on forming links with key project partners such as Cork City Council, LAWCO, the local 
community, local businesses (Bishopstown Bar, Lidl, Tesco and the Credit Union) and other voluntary groups as this 
is an effective way to get your priority projects completed. Your communication strategy appears to be very 
comprehensive and we note your decision to expand your use of social media to get your message out. We 
understand from your entry form that engagement with the schools was limited during the Pandemic and now that 
the restrictions have ended, you are encouraged to reconnect with teachers and students and to try to identify new 
opportunities for collaborative projects. We were delighted to read that the children from local schools have assisted 
in the planting of vegetables in the community garden and it is hoped that they will get involved in many more of 
your projects. Thank you for your completed entry form which was helpful during adjudication. The clarity of the map 
that was provided could be significantly improved by printing it on a A3 size, including road and place names and 
attaching a legend to explain what each of the numbers mean. Thank you also for your 3 to 5 year plan which was 
read with interest. This could also be improved by identifying projects under each of the tidy towns categories. It is 
heartening that your participation in the competition over the last five years has been such a positive experience for 
your community and we urge you to keep it up as the work that you are doing has led to significant improvements 
for your area.
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We spent an enjoyable afternoon exploring Bishopstown and viewing the projects that you completed under this 
category. The wide range of uses (from MTU, the IDA industrial area, the shops and commercial premises and 
housing) and buildings are a feature of your area and we are pleased to report that the standard of presentation of 
these properties is generally high. We understand from your entry form that the Lodge building at the IDA business 
Park has remained boarded up and vacant despite planning permission being granted for its development. We 
heartily agree that an approach should be made to Cork City Council to discuss this matter and ascertain what 
needs to be done to ensure that the building is refurbished and returned to productive reuse. Please update us on 
this matter in 2023. We also spotted a vacant structure with an untidy appearance at Bishopstown Green and we 
wondered if the appearance and use of this building has been raised with the Council? The Murphy's farm area is 
considered to be an excellent amenity and it was not surprising to find that it was popular with large numbers of 
residents on a fine June evening with many out walking, cycling and running. It forms a cluster of high quality 
amenities with the playground, the community garden, the riverwalk, the scout den as well as some notable heritage 
features - all of which are carefully maintained and presented to a good standard. Unfortunately, Lulus coffee dock 
was not open at the time of our visit! the blackboard noticeboard at the community garden (advertising events such 
as the nature dye project) is a great way of highlighting the activities that take place here. The new parklet is 
delightful and we applaud your decision to work with Cork City Council to deliver this new seating space (complete 
with its attractive landscaping) as it represents a lovely addition to your area. We have no doubt that it is proving 
popular with both residents and visitors to Bishopstown. We were also pleased to read that Mens Shed were 
responsible for the construction of the new structure and they will be delighted to hear that it looked tremendously 
well during adjudication. It is noted that they will commence work on the community garden soon and we look 
forward to seeing this project when we return in 2023. We read in the 2021 Adjudicators report that work was being 
undertaken on a number of heritage sites in your area and we wondered if any progress had been made on these? 
Was this in reference to the Chapel, the Shell, the rubble bridge and other heritage features in Murphys farm? 
Please let us know in 2023. Well done also on repainting the John Burke sculpture as it represents an attractive 
feature on a key entrance to your area. Praise is also due to the students of the Bishopstown Community School 
who made a fabulous job of cleaning the perimeter railings on Melbourne Road.  Please note that a number of the 
projects that have been presented for this category in your entry form are considered to be more suitable to other 
categories of the competition. For example, the rainwater harvesting system project is considered under the 
sustainability category of this report while the community garden project is discussed in the green spaces and 
landscaping section.
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wondered if the appearance and use of this building has been raised with the Council? The Murphy's farm area is 
considered to be an excellent amenity and it was not surprising to find that it was popular with large numbers of 
residents on a fine June evening with many out walking, cycling and running. It forms a cluster of high quality 
amenities with the playground, the community garden, the riverwalk, the scout den as well as some notable heritage 
features - all of which are carefully maintained and presented to a good standard. Unfortunately, Lulus coffee dock 
was not open at the time of our visit! the blackboard noticeboard at the community garden (advertising events such 
as the nature dye project) is a great way of highlighting the activities that take place here. The new parklet is 
delightful and we applaud your decision to work with Cork City Council to deliver this new seating space (complete 
with its attractive landscaping) as it represents a lovely addition to your area. We have no doubt that it is proving 
popular with both residents and visitors to Bishopstown. We were also pleased to read that Mens Shed were 
responsible for the construction of the new structure and they will be delighted to hear that it looked tremendously 
well during adjudication. It is noted that they will commence work on the community garden soon and we look 
forward to seeing this project when we return in 2023. We read in the 2021 Adjudicators report that work was being 
undertaken on a number of heritage sites in your area and we wondered if any progress had been made on these? 
Was this in reference to the Chapel, the Shell, the rubble bridge and other heritage features in Murphys farm? 
Please let us know in 2023. Well done also on repainting the John Burke sculpture as it represents an attractive 
feature on a key entrance to your area. Praise is also due to the students of the Bishopstown Community School 
who made a fabulous job of cleaning the perimeter railings on Melbourne Road.  Please note that a number of the 
projects that have been presented for this category in your entry form are considered to be more suitable to other 
categories of the competition. For example, the rainwater harvesting system project is considered under the 
sustainability category of this report while the community garden project is discussed in the green spaces and 
landscaping section.

There were many landscaping schemes on view in Bishopstown on adjudication day and all looked very well. The 
large black bowl planters provide a striking feature and they could be seen in a range of locations including the 
junction on the approach from the Bandon Road roundabout and in Allensdale. The large planted beds at the 
junction of the Model Farm road (with lovely roses in bloom) were admired while the large circular beds on Melbourn 
looked very well. Praise is also due to the IDA who achieved a high standard of presentation on their well kept 
grounds and landscaping while the MTU Campus grounds and Aras Leon also impressed. The decision of your 
committee and volunteers to provide small planted boxes at the base of the welcome signs into your area is 
understandable and they has helped to draw favorable attention to the key entrances of Bishopstown. We would like 
to congratulate your committee and volunteers on the completion of your community garden as this is a fabulous 
amenity for all residents. Well done also on using the garden to propagate plants from your own seed sources for 
use in your landscaping schemes. The inclusion of native Irish fruit and nut trees as well as hedgerows is applauded 
as these plant species provide a source of food and shelter for bird and wildlife. Like the adjudicator in 2021, we are 
pleased to read that the use of Glyphosate (as a weed killer] is avoided in your landscaping projects and that you 
have convinced Cork City Council to stop using it. It is great to see that your committee are now trying to get the 
residents of the different estates in Bishopstown (who use private contractors to cut their grass) to also avoid using 
glyphosate and we would appreciate an update on this project next year. Given the extensive landholdings under 
the ownership of the IDA and MTU in Bishopstown, we wondered if you plan to approach these organizations and 
ask them to avoid the use of Glyphosate on their grounds too? Your committee is commended on its commitment to 
use pollinator friendly plants and shrubs in your landscaping schemes to support both pollinators and biodiversity. 
We were interested to read about your spring bulb planting around the play park and car park in Murphy's farm. We 
would love to see this and we encourage you to send in a photo of the spring bulbs in full bloom with your entry form 
next year. The wildflower Meadow project is considered under the nature and biodiversity category.

The range of projects included in your entry form under this category for 2022 demonstrate that your committee and 
volunteers are passionate about nature and biodiversity! We were interested to read about the plan to establish a 
pollinating trail along the Riverside and we would encourage you to closely followed the advice of your ecologist 
when carrying out this project. This will help to ensure that the existing vegetation (which is perfectly adapted to its 
conditions) that can be found along the riverside is retained and not displaced. Your work with the Irish bee 
conservation project sounds most impressive and we note that 8 bee Lodges have been installed on part of the 
pitch and putt course. Noting that GPS is being used to monitor their movements for research purposes, we would 
welcome an update on this project in 2023. The suggestions for new projects under this category that were made by 
your ecologist were read with interest and we encourage you to discuss them with the teachers and schoolchildren 
to see if they would be interested in getting involved in carrying them out. Providing hides for bird watching at 
Murphy's farm sounds like a great idea and we would encourage you to report bird watch sightings to Birdwatch 
Ireland. We are glad to read that the bat survey was completed last year and that your committee are now engaging 
in bat counts to try and monitor what is happening to the bat population over time. We also salute your decision to 
provide information signage at the Curraheen river area as this is a very effective way of raising awareness in your 
community of the local biodiversity that can be found in Bishopstown. Be aware that a large clump of what appears 
to be Gunnera (giant rhubarb) was spotted along the river walk (between the pitch and putt course and the 
community garden). As this is considered to be an invasive species, it's growth should be monitored to ensure that it 
does not spread.

Your committee and volunteers are highly commended on the work that you have undertaken to develop the two 
rainwater harvesting systems at Murphy's farm - at the tidy towns lock up and in the community garden.  Both could 
clearly be seen during our visit. It is clear from the details provided that these systems have been a success and 
significantly reduced your reliance on treated public water supplies for watering purposes. The leaf composting area 
is another positive development and we would like to hear about the volumes of compost that it is producing in next 
year's entry form. Your commitment to minimizing waste generation and reusing materials in the community garden 
and bird hide (such as cardboard and bark mulch) is noteworthy and we urge you to try and spot more opportunities 
to conserve energy and resource use. We are glad to see that you are busy raising awareness of the need to adopt 
more sustainable behaviour among the wider community in Bishopstown by signing up to the Cork City Council 
Community Action program and attending online programmes on relevant topics. You are encouraged to 
incorporate the best practice examples that are covered on these courses into your tidy towns projects in your area 
where possible. Our visit revealed that there have been significant improvements to cycling  infrastructure and it is 
encouraging to see that the infrastructure for sustainable transport modes has improved in your area with an 
expanded cycle lane network, new bike lock stands and EV charging points. Consider doing a survey (perhaps with 
the Schools) to see how transport behaviour has changed and to work out how many people have switched away 
from traditional (non EV) cars. As the TFI bikes have been installed at MTU, they may also be interested in taking 
part in a survey.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



We understand from your entry form that you have restructured your litter collection with an increase in the numbers 
taking part and by assigning areas to individual volunteers. We are pleased to say that overall, Bishopstown was 
considered to be very clean and tidy and only very small isolated amounts of litter could be seen. This is considered 
to be an excellent performance for such an extensive (and busy) urban area so your committee and volunteers 
should be pleased with your efforts. The small number of areas were litter could be spotted included; the bus stop 
outside the Cork County Council offices on Model Farm road and close to the bus stop opposite the AIB. One or two 
items could also be seen at Leesdale (close to entrance of MTU) and opposite Rossbrook. It is pleasing to read that 
the committee and volunteers are working closely with Cork County Council and the litter warden and the new litter 
bins were spotted on Curraheen walkway. The standard of tidiness was considered to be exceptionally high with the 
vast majority of areas appearing neat and tidy. Small improvements remain possible. A small number of place signs 
appeared faded and weary (at Firgrove, Leesdale and Bishopstown Green), while some litter bins needed a 
powerwash (e.g. at the bus stop on Rossa Avenue). Well done also on taking action on graffiti as it was clear from 
the site inspection that green ESB sub stations boxes appear to be a frequently target for this activity - untidy 
examples could be spotted at Leesdale and adjacent to Dinos.

rainwater harvesting systems at Murphy's farm - at the tidy towns lock up and in the community garden.  Both could 
clearly be seen during our visit. It is clear from the details provided that these systems have been a success and 
significantly reduced your reliance on treated public water supplies for watering purposes. The leaf composting area 
is another positive development and we would like to hear about the volumes of compost that it is producing in next 
year's entry form. Your commitment to minimizing waste generation and reusing materials in the community garden 
and bird hide (such as cardboard and bark mulch) is noteworthy and we urge you to try and spot more opportunities 
to conserve energy and resource use. We are glad to see that you are busy raising awareness of the need to adopt 
more sustainable behaviour among the wider community in Bishopstown by signing up to the Cork City Council 
Community Action program and attending online programmes on relevant topics. You are encouraged to 
incorporate the best practice examples that are covered on these courses into your tidy towns projects in your area 
where possible. Our visit revealed that there have been significant improvements to cycling  infrastructure and it is 
encouraging to see that the infrastructure for sustainable transport modes has improved in your area with an 
expanded cycle lane network, new bike lock stands and EV charging points. Consider doing a survey (perhaps with 
the Schools) to see how transport behaviour has changed and to work out how many people have switched away 
from traditional (non EV) cars. As the TFI bikes have been installed at MTU, they may also be interested in taking 
part in a survey.

Committee members, volunteers, residents associations and householders are deserving of high praise for their 
efforts in maintaining their gardens, properties and residential areas throughout Bishopstown. The overall standard 
of presentation was notably high and it was considered to be consistent throughout. A small number stood out (such 
as Pine Grove) and we loved the wonderfully named Uam Var Drive. Well done on rebuilding the sections of wall at 
Firgrove and we were very pleased to see that virtually all of the estates that we visited had clear entrance signage 
and planting schemes to welcome residents and visitors alike. While the number of estates with wonderful mature 
trees are too numerous to mention, we particularly liked the trees at Rossa Avenue and Dunville Villas. Have you 
considered holding an annual estates competition? This approach has been used very effectively in other tidy towns 
centres to drive standards even higher.

It was obvious from our visit that your committee and volunteers have paid close attention to maintaining the key 
approaches to Bishopstown and new signage. When combined with the landscaping, they all looked very well and 
helped to create a positive first impression for visitors. It is clear that there have been a number of significant 
changes to the road network in Bishopstown in the recent past with a major reallocation of road space to barrier 
protected cycle lanes (most notably on the Melbourn Road, De Rossa Avenue and between Murphys Farm and 
Rossbrook) and we would be interested to hear if these revisions have led to greater numbers cycling in the area. It 
is noted that schoolboy lane was upgraded but it was not possible to find this on the map you submitted.  Be sure to 
include this on the map in 2023.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We were very impressed by the number and quality of the projects completed in Bishopstown and we would like to 
congratulate the committee and volunteers on an excellent performance in this year's competition. You should all be 
proud of what you have achieved over the last three years as the improvements to your area are clear for all to see 
and we have no doubt that your vision and hard work is appreciated by your wider community. We are confident that 
when we return to Bishopstown in 2023, further progress will have been made. Keep up the good work!


