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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are delighted to welcome 
Belgooly to competition and we thank you for your participation. It is pleasing to see that your 7 committee members 
have the support of 10 volunteers and that Cork County Council, Tus, the West Cork Partnership and that local TDs 
also provide you with assistance. We would like to commend you on engaging with local businesses and for getting 
in touch with the Kinsale tidy towns committee – as we have no doubt that their advice and guidance has been 
helpful. There is no reference in your entry form to community and voluntary groups in your village and we 
wondered if there are any that you could approach and ask to get involved? Tidy towns committees in other centres 
have built very effective partnerships with sports clubs (such as the GAA, soccer and athletics clubs), social groups 
(the active retired, men’s shed) and other community based groups (such as residents associations and historical 
societies) in their areas as a means of recruiting volunteers and it has proved to be very successful. We are pleased 
to see that the schoolchildren take part in your litter picks and as they will shortly be receiving a green flag, we 
recommend that you meet with them to discuss possible joint projects that could be completed under the nature and 
biodiversity and sustainability categories. As these themes are consistent with the green schools programme, most 
schools are happy to get involved. Thank you for your completed application form, map and your comprehensive 
tidy towns action plan. Can a printed map with a scale and north point be provided next year? When you are 
reviewing your plan, consider rearranging the projects under the relevant tidy towns headings as this will improve its 
clarity. We are pleased to hear that your participation in the competition has been a positive experience for both 
your village and your community and we urge you to continue your great work!
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The village of Belgooley enjoys a picturesque setting on the river Stick while its historic structures (such as the 
Church and the old Mill) and traditional style buildings (such as Colemans and the Huntsman) provide further 
attractions. While we note from your entry form that a small number of derelict and vacant buildings persist in 
Belgooley, we are most interested to read about your recent designation in the Cork County Development Plan is a 
key village. This is likely to have significant implications for future development as the Planning Authority will be 
looking for opportunity sites for development within the village boundary. As a result, we would expect a renewed 
focus to be placed on vacant and derelict sites and structures within the village. It is also important to remember that 
it is a current government priority to ensure the regeneration of our town and village centres as well as to increase 
the number of new homes being built. It is recommended that your committee should meet with Cork County 
Council to discuss the above matters and to identify the priority issues that you would like to see addressed as a 
result of the your designation as a key village. We would appreciate an update on this matter in your entry form in 
2023. The projects relating to the completion of the new pathway and cycleway are discussed on the roads, streets 
and lanes category of this report.
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places
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Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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27/06/2022

 



and lanes category of this report.

Our visit revealed that your committee and volunteers have been particularly busy with planting projects for this 
year’s competition. We noted the numerous half barrel planters that lined the approach road from Kinsale and it 
looked tremendously well with the colourful summer bedding plants. We are pleased to see that the planter on the 
pavement outside Cashman’s bar was stocked with shrubs and we admired the large triangular bed beneath the 
emo garage sign that boasted a broad range of diverse plant species. We also enjoyed seeing the colourful roses in 
bloom that can be found in the linear roadside bed at the mill bridge. While there is no doubt that the half barrel 
planters looked very well and brightened up a key approach road into your village, we wondered if there are any 
plans to replace any of them with permanent planted beds which could be positioned in the grass roadside margin? 
Permanent beds tend to be more robust and they can accommodate a greater variety of plant species. It is also 
recommended that there is less emphasis in your planters on ornamental seasonal plants such as Begonias and 
Garden Cosmo’s as they tend to make a much more limited contribution to biodiversity than is recommended under 
the national pollinator plan. The picnic area on the Kinsale Road beside the ‘His Masters Voice’ sculpture looked 
great and this is considered to be a lovely addition to your village. We also admired the large planted sleeper bed 
that could be seen here with its mix of flowers (the lilies were in full bloom) and shrubs. Finally, would like to 
commend your committee and volunteers on planting red birch and oak trees along the walkway as the benefits of 
this action will be seen for generations to come. It is strongly recommended that your committee should try and 
identify other suitable locations in your village for treeplanting.

It is noted from your entry form that the estuary walkway is a haven for all types of wildlife and we wondered if a 
survey has been done to assess what types of birds can be found here? Perhaps this is a project that the schools 
would be interested in getting involved in? We are pleased to read that bird nesting boxes have been put in the 
trees by the bridge and we wondered about who has the responsibility for monitoring them? Perhaps you could let 
us know in your entry form next year. Well done on producing and installing birdlife information signage along the 
walkway opposite the picnic area as this is a very effective way of raising awareness among the wider community of 
the important habitats and wildlife that can be found in Belgooly. We recommend that you consider other ways of 
raising awareness of biodiversity and be aware that there are plenty of options open to you. Consider contacting 
Birdwatch Ireland and asking a volunteer to give a talk to your community on the birds that can be found in Belgooly 
and surrounding area. If you contacted Bat Conservation Ireland, they may also be interested in sending someone 
out to speak about the bats that can be found in your woodlands. The Biodiversity Officer of Cork County Council 
may also be able to provide you with assistance in hosting awareness raising events on biodiversity.

Your entry form reveals that your committee and volunteers have a comprehensive approach to litter control and 
tidiness that involves collecting litter, washing all entrance signs, bridge plaques and road signs, weeding kerbs and 
maintaining pathways during cleanups. In our view, this approach is proving to be successful as a good standard of 
litter control could be seen on adjudication day with the main approach roads and the residential areas looking very 
neat and tidy. There were a small number of exceptions to this. The small car parking area opposite the Huntsman 
and the very untidy planted bed in front of the John Allen structure displayed an accumulation of litter items. We are 
pleased to report that the recycling area was generally clean and tidy but we recommend that the areas behind the 
bins are also checked during your cleanups as material appeared to be lingering here. The standard of tidiness was 
good with the majority of areas appearing clean and free from weeds. Further improvements are possible. The 
yellow pump between the Huntsman’s and the hall would benefit from a fresh coat of paint while the weed at the 
base of the natural stone wall opposite the John Allen structure also needs to be cleared. In addition, a planters at 
the entrance to the old mill was in need of a revamp. We would like to compliment your committee on how proactive 
you are with respect to this issue. Well done on forming a collaboration with the Kinsale tidy towns committee to 
ensure that the cleanup takes place along the R600 linking Belgooly with Kinsale. This is a very practical way of 
looking after this busy road. You are also commended on making agreements with local groups and organisations 
who work with you and ensuring that signage is kept clean outside the speed limit areas. That said, be aware of 
signage ‘creep’ whereby the number of temporary event and advertising signs on approach roads increase over 
time. It is strongly recommended that the number of signs should be controlled and that signs which are no longer 
required are swiftly removed.

This category presents an opportunity for your committee and volunteers to provide us with details on all of the 
projects that you carry out and the measures that you undertake which aim to conserve energy, reduce resource 
use and avoid the generation of waste. We are pleased to hear that the recycling bins are used by many in your 
village and we wondered if any attempt has been made to calculate the waste volumes that are recycled on a 
monthly or annual basis? This information would help you to work out if the level of recycling is rising or falling over 
time and enable you to assess if behaviour is changing for the better. Whilst we are pleased to hear that all of the 
litter that is collected during your litter picks is segregated, we are sure that there are other actions that you could 
take to promote sustainability. Noting that the teachers and students in the school make their own compost for use 
in the school garden, we wondered if your committee has considered doing the same thing? This would enable you 
to avoid using shop bought compost and other commercially produced soil supplements. Whilst we note that you 
have plans to harvest rainwater, we urge you to progress this project as a matter of urgency. Have you considered 
growing your own plants, harvesting your own seeds or using recycled materials for your planters and your bird 
boxes? All of these actions would help you to minimise resource use and cut down on waste generated. We would 
appreciate answers to these questions in 2023. There are also plenty of ideas for actions included in the tidy towns 
handbook and if you require further advice on projects under this category, the Environmental Awareness Officer in 
Cork County Council should be able to help you out.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



who work with you and ensuring that signage is kept clean outside the speed limit areas. That said, be aware of 
signage ‘creep’ whereby the number of temporary event and advertising signs on approach roads increase over 
time. It is strongly recommended that the number of signs should be controlled and that signs which are no longer 
required are swiftly removed.

We are delighted to hear that the residents associations in your village are very active and take responsibility for 
maintaining their estates – either by themselves or with the help of contractors. We were very impressed with the 
standard of presentation of the residential area at the mill bridge and its attractive entrance planting. The Meadows 
also appears to be nicely maintained but it could be further improved by sprucing up the flower bed at the entrance 
name stone. Riverside looked nice with its attractive entrance shrub bed and name stone and we also admired the 
mature trees and trimmed grassed areas that could be seen in Cramer’s Close. We are pleased to see that 
developments are underway on a site on the Carrigaline road adjacent to Coleman’s and to the rear of the 
Huntsman and we look forward to seeing these works complete next year.

A range of high quality improvements have taken place in Belgooley under this category.  They include the 
resurfacing of the walkway that links the village with the new picnic area on the Kinsale Road and the provision of a 
new footpath between the village and the school. The signage that has been installed along the new cycle path is 
also acknowledged. These are excellent enhancements so well done to all parties who were responsible for their 
delivery. We are also glad to see that the Stonebridge on the Cork Road has been upgraded with a new section of 
natural stone wall and a pathway. All of these projects have greatly improved accessibility, convenience and safety 
for pedestrians in your village in addition to enhancing the appearance of Belgooly. It is great to hear that the 
flashing speed limit signs have helped to drive down the speed of passing vehicles. We would also like to commend 
the committee on their continued monitoring of public lighting and other issues in the village.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The committee and volunteers should be proud of your efforts over the past 12 months as there have been some 
significant improvements in your village – particularly under the approach roads, streets and lanes category. Well 
done on this fine work and we look forward to returning to Belgooly again in 2023 when further progress is 
anticipated.


