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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Your committee of 18 
volunteers is very welcome to this years competition and we are glad to see that you enjoy such strong support from 
a community with 15 volunteers who help you out. There is no doubt that you have built up very good links with Cork 
County Council, Fas and Tus through your involvement in the competition and we urge you to continue with this 
partnership approach. It is clear from your entry form that your committee (and your work) is strongly rooted in your 
community with a wide range of community and voluntary groups playing an active role in your projects. It is noted 
that the Bandon Environmental Action Group, Sustainable Bandon, Creative Bandon, Bike Friendly Bandon, 
Bandon Sustainable Energy Community and the Age Friendly Group all get involved along with many sports clubs 
(such as the GAA, Bandon Angling, Bandon Soccer Club, Bandon Hockey Club and the Walking Club) as well as 
residents associations. This high level of community involvement provides a clear demonstration of the value that 
the community place on your work and it confirms that your community engagement and activation programme is 
working very well. Why not consider delegating the responsibility of some of your projects to these community 
groups? Its pleasing to see that you involve youth groups and younger generations in your projects with Foroige, the 
Brownies, Ladybirds and Guides and Bandon Scouts all taking part. Well done also on your engagement with local 
businesses through the Bandon Business Association and for attracting the support of the Co-op and the Bandon 
and District Soroptimists. We note that your committee has collaborated with Scoil Padraig Noafa (on litter picks) 
and the transition year of Hamilton High School (for kerb and footpath cleaning) but we urge your active youth 
coordinator to try and get involvement from as many schools as possible. We would also like to see collaborations 
with the schools on projects under the landscaping and green spaces, nature and biodiversity and sustainability 
categories - these are all themes in the Green Schools programme and we would expect the schools to have a 
strong interest in them. We note that your communication strategy is comprehensive – and your high level of 
community engagement demonstrates that it is working well! Thank you for your completed application as it was 
helpful during adjudication. The map was also very useful but it could be made more user-friendly by adding a 
legend that explained each of the numbers included on it. Thank you also for your 3 year work programme. When 
you are reviewing this document, we would encourage you to try and arrange your projects under each of the 
relevant tidy towns categories.
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A visit to Bandon is always a pleasure as its attractions are numerous. The range of historic buildings is second to 
none and we loved exploring the town centre and seeing its many high quality heritage buildings as well as its more 
contemporary ones. The Churches are particularly notable with the natural stone structure of St Patrick’s Church 
standing out on its elevated site while St Peters Church nearby is similarly impressive. We enjoying seeing the 
lovely terraces of period buildings on St Patrick’s Quay and we pleased to note that the property activation unit of 
Cork County Council is trying to identify the owners of some of the vacant dwellings here. Is this something that your 
committee (or some of your contacts) can provide assistance with? We also admired the modern library and 
Healthcare building which provides an interesting contrast to the traditional designs that dominate the town centre. 
Praise is also due to the many owners and operators of the many business premises looked particularly well during 
adjudication. Although it is not possible to mention all of the good examples, a number stood out and they included; 
Padraigins Pizza, the Bay Leaf, Sherry FitzGerald, the old Market, Lordans, Horgans, Sentinel, Wayne Lloyd, 
Elements, Linehans, Hair by Sinead, O’Briens Saddlery, Scannells and O’Mahonys Bar (at the bottom of Kilbrogan 
Hill). While it is noted that a small number of vacancies persist in the town centre, your decision to run a shopfront 
photography project to showcase wildlife on the river and reuse vacant shop front windows is an excellent idea. We 
are delighted to see that your committee and volunteers are placing a much greater emphasis on urban spaces in 
your town with a number of very attractive areas observed. The provision of a seating areas around the 1916 
monument is considered to be a good way of animating this space and we also enjoyed visiting the very pleasant 
seating and planted area at the monument at the foot of Kilbrogan Hill. The enhancements to the pavement here 
(and the new pedestrian crossing) further enhance this location. Well done also on providing a picnic table and bike 
stands in the area to the rear of the Shambles. It is great to read that your committee and other groups have hosted 
a range of activities in open spaces of your town (the examples include a Christmas Carol concert and a jazz 
concert that took place at the old fish market, gamboling at the shambles and a culture night guided tour of the 
‘Sceail trial of Ducas Stories’). These are all excellent initiatives and we urge you to continue with them. We are 
aware that a grant has been awarded to the committee to install a bike repair station, a bike stand and seating and 
we understand that a search is now underway to find a suitable site. We would appreciate an update on this project 
in 2023. We note from the 2021 adjudicators report that many local businesses made applications for funding under 
the streetscape enhancement scheme and we wondered if any of these projects were successful? Perhaps you 
could let us know next year.
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standing out on its elevated site while St Peters Church nearby is similarly impressive. We enjoying seeing the 
lovely terraces of period buildings on St Patrick’s Quay and we pleased to note that the property activation unit of 
Cork County Council is trying to identify the owners of some of the vacant dwellings here. Is this something that your 
committee (or some of your contacts) can provide assistance with? We also admired the modern library and 
Healthcare building which provides an interesting contrast to the traditional designs that dominate the town centre. 
Praise is also due to the many owners and operators of the many business premises looked particularly well during 
adjudication. Although it is not possible to mention all of the good examples, a number stood out and they included; 
Padraigins Pizza, the Bay Leaf, Sherry FitzGerald, the old Market, Lordans, Horgans, Sentinel, Wayne Lloyd, 
Elements, Linehans, Hair by Sinead, O’Briens Saddlery, Scannells and O’Mahonys Bar (at the bottom of Kilbrogan 
Hill). While it is noted that a small number of vacancies persist in the town centre, your decision to run a shopfront 
photography project to showcase wildlife on the river and reuse vacant shop front windows is an excellent idea. We 
are delighted to see that your committee and volunteers are placing a much greater emphasis on urban spaces in 
your town with a number of very attractive areas observed. The provision of a seating areas around the 1916 
monument is considered to be a good way of animating this space and we also enjoyed visiting the very pleasant 
seating and planted area at the monument at the foot of Kilbrogan Hill. The enhancements to the pavement here 
(and the new pedestrian crossing) further enhance this location. Well done also on providing a picnic table and bike 
stands in the area to the rear of the Shambles. It is great to read that your committee and other groups have hosted 
a range of activities in open spaces of your town (the examples include a Christmas Carol concert and a jazz 
concert that took place at the old fish market, gamboling at the shambles and a culture night guided tour of the 
‘Sceail trial of Ducas Stories’). These are all excellent initiatives and we urge you to continue with them. We are 
aware that a grant has been awarded to the committee to install a bike repair station, a bike stand and seating and 
we understand that a search is now underway to find a suitable site. We would appreciate an update on this project 
in 2023. We note from the 2021 adjudicators report that many local businesses made applications for funding under 
the streetscape enhancement scheme and we wondered if any of these projects were successful? Perhaps you 
could let us know next year.

We would like to commend the committee, volunteers and other community groups for their excellent work on 
landscaping for this year’s competition as many fine examples were seen during our visit. The large circular planting 
scheme at the monument on Kilbrogan Hill was admired as it helps to draw attention to this lovely feature and 
create a positive first impression to visitors arriving from the Dunmanway Road. The large landscaped bed that 
surrounds the Bandon place name sign at the top of Ball Alley Lane is similarly impressive. We note that your 
daffodil planting is a popular feature on Ball Alley Lane each year (and also on the river walk adjacent to Kellehers) 
and we would encourage you to diversify the mix of spring bulbs by including crocuses, alliums and snowdrops – as 
all of these varieties make a more positive contribution to pollinators than daffodils do. The colourful new planters on 
St. Patricks Quay looked well as they help to brighten up this important central area. We loved visiting your riverwalk 
as it is a wonderful addition to your town. The Riverside Park is delightful and its seating, table tennis table, outside 
gym, MUGA, skateboard park and playground cater for all different age groups! The diverse planted beds that can 
be seen (and which include hypericum and lavender) looked very well and it is clear that the whole area is very 
carefully maintained. We applaud the committee and volunteers for continuing to focus on perennials in your 
landscaping schemes and we urge you to take a record of the species that you plant. This will help you to ensure 
that a wide range and diversity of species is used. Well done on planting fruit trees and bushes as they make a 
notable contribution to biodiversity by providing a source of food and shelter for birds and insects. We would also 
like to commend you on your ongoing tree planting programme as it generates many benefits for your town in 
respect of air quality and visual amenity – both now and in the future.

The nature and biodiversity category is fast emerging as a strong category for Bandon with a range of high quality 
projects presented for this year’s competition. It is great to see that there is such a strong focus on treeplanting with 
a staggering 2250 native trees sown. It is also noted that some mature trees that were considered dangerous were 
felled and replaced with cherry trees at the MUGA park. We also like to acknowledge the actions of the Bandon and 
District Soroptimists who provided sponsorship for this project. High praise is due to the transition year students in 
Bandon Grammar School who planted 100 native whips at the Bandon community hospital and we’d like to thank 
the green economy foundation for providing the trees. The work of the Bandonbridge national school was similarly 
impressive as they planted 30 native trees (as part of the book, bees and native trees initiative) which were paid for 
by donations from local businesses. Follow-up surveys on the impacts of these trees on wildlife is recommended. 
Perhaps the schools would be interested in completing this? It is pleasing to read that the preparation of the 
biodiversity plan is underway (using LEADER funding) and we look forward to hearing more about this in 2023. We 
understand that the Bandon environmental action group is working with the Cork nature network to identify suitable 
biodiversity projects and noting the wide range of community groups involved in your work, there appears to be an 
excellent opportunity to delegate responsibility for wildlife projects. Be sure to use your biodiversity action plan to 
identify projects that can be easily undertaken by community groups and schoolchildren. This would enable projects 
you to get more projects done and it would also help to raise awareness of local biodiversity. The work of Creative 
Bandon on hosting native woodland walks at Castle Bernard with a heritage expert is appreciated. Noting that this 
event was well attended, we wondered if any further events were planned? Possible options include a talk on local 
birds by volunteers from Birdwatch Ireland or a Bat Walk. We are also pleased to read that the remembrance and 
renewal Covid garden is being planned with its location to be finalised. Don’t forget to update us on this project in 
2023. Well done on adopting a ‘don’t mow, will let it grow’ approach to the grass in the town as a means of 
encouraging pollinators. It is recommended that homeowners and other landowners (such as the hospital and 
schools) are also encouraged to do the same.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



Your entry form makes clear that litter control activities in Bandon are a collaborative effort with daily litter patrols 
being undertaken by Fas, Tus and volunteers – all of whom are helped out by the Schools, Brownies, Guides and 
Ladybirds and other community groups. We are pleased to report that this approach is delivering successful 
outcomes as the standard of litter control throughout your town was high on adjudication day. Aside from a small 
number of isolated items, Bandon was largely litter free. Small amounts of litter could be seen close to the picnic 
tables to the rear of the Shambles, to the front of the courthouse, at the entrance to the Riverwalk and there was 
also a limited amount adjacent to South Main Street. Given that most of these areas encourage people to sit and 
congregate, they generate a higher risk that littering will take place in them. Consider monitoring these areas more 
frequently to ensure that no problems arise. We would also like to compliment the committee, volunteers and 
community groups on the standard of tidiness which was considered to be very high. The vast majority of kerbs, 
pavements and road verges were weed free and neatly swept, so well done on paying close attention to these 
issues during your cleanups. As always, improvements are possible. The planted bed opposite the courthouse was 
quite untidy looking due to a lack of maintenance and it had weed growth at its base. A number of untidy signs were 
spotted with a black and yellow road sign at the foot of Kilbrogan Hill (opposite O’Mahonys) in particularly poor 
condition, a damaged black and yellow road sign visible on the Dunmanway road and a pedestrian road sign in 
need of a wash close to the 1916 monument. The notice board (adjacent to the outdoor table tennis table) in the 
riverside park area is also in need of attention. However, despite these minor points, the standard of tidiness was 
considered to be high.

We are delighted to read that Creative Bandon are undertaking a range of projects that are relevant to this category 
which include organising a Christmas taste of Bandan festival (in which foraging and wreath making were included) 
and we would be interested to hear about what steps are taken at this event to ensure waste generation was 
minimised or avoided. Examples of actions that could be undertaken include; asking people attending the festival to 
walk, cycle or carpool, using energy efficient equipment (such as LED lighting and efficient generators), avoiding the 
use of disposable cups / single-use plastics and ensuring that segregated bins are provided to promote recycling. 
Other ideas for ways to ‘green your festival’ can be found on www.localprevention.ie website. We note that many 
other exciting activities are planned which promote local produce and we encourage you to follow the ‘greening 
festivals’ guidance when organising these events. We were also somewhat surprised to see that your entry form did 
not list the projects that your committee have undertaken that conserve energy, minimise resource use and avoid 
the generation of waste. We would very much like to know about what your committee are doing to adopt more 
sustainable behaviours when carrying out your day-to-day tasks. For example, do you make your own compost, 
grow your plants, harvest rainwater or use recycled materials? We are pleased to see that the waste reduction and 
recycling workshop took place in November last and would be interested to hear about what actions were adopted 
as a result of this event? A follow up event could also be planned to ascertain the impact of any changes made. We 
also like to hear about what the local schools and businesses are doing to promote sustainability in Bandon. Please 
let us know in 2023. We know from the 2021 adjudicators that cycling infrastructure has been enhanced in your 
town and we wondered if this is leading to an increase in the numbers who are cycling on a daily basis. Perhaps a 
survey could be undertaken to assess this?

It is pleasing to read that many of the residents associations in Bandon take responsibility for maintaining their own 
areas and they will be pleased to hear that the standard of presentation was generally good. Noting the points 
included in your entry form, we visited Thornfields and while the sloped amenity areas in the estate were carefully 
maintained, kerb weed was visible on the entrance road. We were also interested to see that a ‘don’t mow let it 
grow’ approach has been taken to the amenity area at Brookside and we recommend that some ‘managed for 
wildlife’ signs are positioned here to raise awareness of the reason for this approach and the benefits it yields for 
biodiversity and pollinators. It was noted that a number of suggestions (such as creating living bird food tables and 
running workshops on building bird boxes) were made in 2021 adjudicator’s report under this category and we 
wondered if any of your residents associations have been engaging in these activities?

Your entry form reveals that a wide range of improvements are being undertaken to the roads and streets of 
Bandon. The improvements to the pavements and the new pedestrian crossing at the monument at Kilbrogan Hill 
are most welcome as the enhance the appearance of this area and improve the experience for pedestrians in this 
part of your town. They also link up very well with the new footpath that runs along the Dunmanway road towards 
Ball Alley Lane. It is noted that a new pedestrian crossing has been provided at Scoil Padraig Naofa on Convent 
Hill. We understand from your entry form that a new crossing was installed at St Brogan’s College and while we 
observed that major works were underway on the grounds of the college, no new crossing was visible on the 
Macroom Road - did we miss it? The standard of approach roads into Bandon is considered to be high with the 
approach from the N71 (leading to New Road) looking particularly well with its good quality surfacing, impressive 
landscaping schemes and eye-catching mill wheel feature at Oldchapel. The Dunmanway road is similarly 
impressive with its mature trees, attractive planting, place name signage (at Ball Alley Lane) and new footpath. It is 
pleasing to see that major road resurfacing is taking place on the approach to the town from Inishannon as we look 
forward to seeing this complete next year. We wondered if there are any plans to upgrade North Main Street? We 
know from the 2021 adjudicators report that plans were developed and funding was approved for extensions to 
footpaths and trails in Bandon and we wondered if these plans \ funding streams make provision for cycle lanes? 
Please let us know next year.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Please let us know next year.

Concluding Remarks:

This is considered to be a very good performance by your committee, volunteers and the numerous community 
groups who help you out. We are delighted to see that many fine projects have been completed in Bandon for this 
year’s competition and we look forward to seeing further progress in the years ahead. Well done and keep up the 
good work!


