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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are delighted to welcome 
your dedicated committee of 4 members and the contribution of your 14 volunteers is also acknowledged. It is 
pleasing to read that there is good community support for your activities with large numbers from your wider 
community taking part in cleanup events such as the annual Spring clean and the annual community day. There is 
no doubt that you have established excellent links with a broad range of agencies and bodies with Cork County 
Council, Udaras na Gaeltachta, the Macroom Local Authorities, NPWS and the rural social scheme helping you out. 
The sponsorship and support that you have received from local businesses that include Siopa O’Luasa, Supervalu, 
Lidl, the Mills Inn and Ballyvourney nurseries (among others) is acknowledged and we are confident that their 
assistance is making a positive difference to your efforts. The contributions of An Taisce, All Pollinators Ireland, Irish 
wildflowers.ie, the Hen Harrier SPAS, Evening Echo, the Corkman, the Irish Examiner and Lee Valley are also 
noted. We are glad to see that you work closely with other community groups in your village such as the St Gobnaits 
Graveyard Committee and Naomh Aban GAA and we urge you to keep this up. Your entry form reveals that there is 
good engagement between your committee and the schoolchildren and teachers at Scoil Aban Noafa NS. It is 
particularly pleasing to see that the number of collaborations is expanding with the schoolchildren helping you out 
with litter picks and pollinator friendly planting. Noting the success of these collaborations, we recommend that you 
go one step further by meeting with the school and trying to identify projects under the green space and 
landscaping, nature and biodiversity and sustainability categories that you could collaborate on. Given that your 
action plan is up for review this year, this presents you with an opportunity. Why not approach the school and ask 
them to propose projects that could be included in your action plan and then delegate responsibility for these 
projects to them? Thank you for your completed entry form which was very comprehensive. The inclusion of 
photographs was helpful. The map was noted but don’t forget that all of the projects that you would like us to see 
should be clearly marked on it. We read your action plan with interest and we assume that this valuable document 
was of great assistance over the last three years and we urge you to review it over the next 12 months. It is also 
recommended that the review is undertaken in close consultation with the school, your other project partners and 
the wider community. Thank you for your kind words on the competition and we are delighted to hear that the 
projects that you have completed have raised community spirit and added to the attractiveness of the village. Keep 
up the good work!
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This was the first time that your adjudicator had visited Ballymakeera and it proved to be a very enjoyable 
experience. The mix of traditional and modern buildings is a very positive feature of your village and we were 
delighted to find that the standard of presentation is generally high. The Church looked bright and fresh in what 
appears to be a new coat of paint while its grounds and the nearby graveyard are maintained to a high standard. 
The Grotto also looked well. The large double bay traditional style dwellings (opposite the church) that front onto the 
N22 were in great condition while the owners\operators of the commercial premises such as Centra, Care Plus 
Pharmacy, O Scanaill, Gadai Dubh Books, the Abbey Hotel, An Cruicin Lan and Laceys deserve praise for the neat 
and tidy appearance of their buildings while Fabulous Fabrics looked stunning. We were impressed by the 
appearance of an Leabharlann and we look forward to seeing the works that were underway at the School 
completed in 2023. We noted that there are a small number of dwellings in your village that are either vacant or in 
an advanced state of disrepair. Given that it is a stated government priority to regenerate towns and villages by 
ensuring the reuse and refurbishment of vacant sites and properties, we recommend that you raise this matter with 
Cork County Council as they have a range of powers at their disposal to take action on derelict and vacant 
properties. For example, they can compel the owner to dispose of a vacant property or undertake the necessary 
remedial actions to return it to productive use. Well done on replacing the damaged seating in your village and for 
providing a new seating area. However, its location was not marked on your map – is it the new seats that can be 
seen in the green area adjacent to the Centra? The tree carving project sounds exciting and it is assumed that this 
involves the tree in the grounds of the national school that was surrounded in scaffolding during our visit. We note 
that this is a 2 year project and we look forward to seeing it completed next year. The bee mural adjacent to Gairdin 
na mbeach is a nice feature and well done also on maintaining Sli Bhrian and the outdoor gym.
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delighted to find that the standard of presentation is generally high. The Church looked bright and fresh in what 
appears to be a new coat of paint while its grounds and the nearby graveyard are maintained to a high standard. 
The Grotto also looked well. The large double bay traditional style dwellings (opposite the church) that front onto the 
N22 were in great condition while the owners\operators of the commercial premises such as Centra, Care Plus 
Pharmacy, O Scanaill, Gadai Dubh Books, the Abbey Hotel, An Cruicin Lan and Laceys deserve praise for the neat 
and tidy appearance of their buildings while Fabulous Fabrics looked stunning. We were impressed by the 
appearance of an Leabharlann and we look forward to seeing the works that were underway at the School 
completed in 2023. We noted that there are a small number of dwellings in your village that are either vacant or in 
an advanced state of disrepair. Given that it is a stated government priority to regenerate towns and villages by 
ensuring the reuse and refurbishment of vacant sites and properties, we recommend that you raise this matter with 
Cork County Council as they have a range of powers at their disposal to take action on derelict and vacant 
properties. For example, they can compel the owner to dispose of a vacant property or undertake the necessary 
remedial actions to return it to productive use. Well done on replacing the damaged seating in your village and for 
providing a new seating area. However, its location was not marked on your map – is it the new seats that can be 
seen in the green area adjacent to the Centra? The tree carving project sounds exciting and it is assumed that this 
involves the tree in the grounds of the national school that was surrounded in scaffolding during our visit. We note 
that this is a 2 year project and we look forward to seeing it completed next year. The bee mural adjacent to Gairdin 
na mbeach is a nice feature and well done also on maintaining Sli Bhrian and the outdoor gym.

There are some lovely amenities and green spaces in Ballymakeera and we enjoyed visiting them during 
adjudication. The sensory garden is a wonderful space and it is a great addition to both your village and the 
neighbouring village of Baile Mhuirne. We loved seeing the range of amenities here that include attractive seating 
areas, information signage and varied landscaping. Gairdin na Sproai is also very impressive with its bright wall 
mural, appealing playground, colourful fencing and eye catching pollinator friendly perimeter planting (which 
includes roses in bloom and hypericum). The outdoor gym at Sli Bhrian was appreciated and we were glad to see 
that this area (along with the playing pitches here) are very well maintained. Praise is due to the committee and 
volunteers for the work that has been undertaken on landscaping schemes throughout Ballymakeera and you are 
commended on embracing the recommendations of the Pollinator Action Plan when choosing plant species for your 
planting projects. This was particularly evident in Gairdin Aine (on the approach road from Re na nDoiri) where 
pollen rich hydrangeas, bergenia and roses could be seen and in the delightful Gairdin na Milaoise where some very 
interesting plant species and shrubs where on view (that included Roses, Daisies, Euryops and Rose Spirea). The 
long linear beds that at line the road margins in the centre of the village are eye catching and it is great to see that 
pollinator friendly species such as lavender, brassica and hydrangea were thriving here. The new pink and blue 
recycled plastic flower containers that were observed outside the school and on the space beside the Centra added 
bright colours and interest while attractive planting also enhanced the appearance of the Grotto.

We would like to commend the considered approach that has been taken by your committee to nature and 
biodiversity projects in Ballymakeera. It is clear from your entry form that the committee has sought expert advice 
from a range of different sources on how best to preserve and enhance biodiversity in your village. We note that 
guidance on pollinator friendly varieties (and bees) has been sought from a local beekeeping group while 
Ballyvourney nurseries have provided you with advice on your planting projects. We are glad to see that the 
guidance that you have received on appropriate plant varieties is now reflected in your landscaping schemes with 
lots of pollen rich plants on view. We note from your entry form that a renowned bat expert has provided you with 
advice on local bat species and how to support them and we would be interested to hear what actions this has lead 
to? Well done also on organising a range of different awareness raising workshops on biodiversity and we would 
like to know about the impact of these events on the wider community. For example, has it led to greater numbers of 
private householders engaging in pollinator friendly planting or avoiding the use of chemical weedkillers and 
fertilisers? We are pleased to see that many practical actions have been undertaken that include selecting pollinator 
friendly varieties for your planting schemes, adopting a ‘no mow, let it grow’ policy for grassed areas, planting native 
Irish trees and avoiding chemical pesticides and weedkillers. We encourage you to think about setting targets to 
ensure that the beneficial outcomes from these actions is maximised. For example, you could set a target for the 
number of areas where the grass is uncut and left grow. You could also aim to ensure that all of your landscaping 
schemes are comprised of pollinator friendly varieties. Perhaps the schoolchildren would like to carry out an audit of 
pollinator planting in the village? We note that additional bat boxes and bird boxes have been placed around 
Ballymakeera and we wondered if there is a role for the schoolchildren in monitoring their usage? Please let us 
know in 2023.

Your committee has undertaken a range of practical actions and awareness raising events on sustainability themes 
in Ballymakeera this year. The projects – which are designed to reduce resource use and avoid waste generation in 
your day-to-day tasks are considered to be very good. Well done on taking cuttings from existing plants and 
harvesting your own seeds to stock your landscaping schemes – as this greatly reduces your reliance on ‘shop 
bought’ varieties. Your engagement in rainwater harvesting and the use of river water for watering plants during the 
summer is applauded and well done on making your own compost. It occurs to us that it may be time for you to set 
targets for inclusion in your new action plan. For example, why not aim to be 100% self-sufficient with respect to 
plants, seeds, rainwater and compost in the near future? This would demonstrate a very big change in behaviour 
and it would also encourage private householders to follow the same approach. We salute your focus on waste 
minimisation with the monthly seed\plant swap stall, the donations of old flowerpots\trays, reusing all farm sacks for 
litter picks and pursuing a digital communication strategy. It is heartening to see that your proactive approach to 
sustainability is putting down roots in the wider community with the establishment of the conscious community 
initiative (Muscrai Glas) and we would appreciate an update on the events that are organised by this group next 
year. We are glad to see the local shops are encouraging the use of reusable cups (rather than single use cups and 
packaging) and we would ask you (and local shops) to think of ways of measuring what percentage of people are 
avoiding the single use option. We would also like to hear about what the school is doing to promote more 
sustainable behaviours so please let us know in 2023.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



It was clear from your entry form that your committee are working hard to engage the wider community in your litter 
control activities. This is demonstrated by initiatives such as making litter picking packs available in your local 
shops, the ‘adopt a kilometre, keep it neat’ campaign and by working closely with the school. We are delighted to 
report that the village was clean and tidy during our visit with just a few areas in need of attention. While the 
recycling area was neat and tidy, small amounts of litter could be seen around the perimeter of the church car park, 
at the entrance to the Sli Bhrian car park, at the playground and on the approach from Re na nDoiri. We were 
particularly interested to read about the ‘adopt a kilometre, keep it neat’ campaign on social media and we would 
like to hear more about this in next year’s entry form. For example, how many people have come forward to adopt 
areas in your village? Has this allowed for a consistent approach to litter picking and has it reduced the workload on 
your committee members and volunteers? Well done also on running social media campaigns to encourage 
residents to keep Ballymakeera tidy, providing antilitter signage, adopting a zero tolerance approach to posters and 
taking part in Spring clean events. We’ve no doubt that these activities are contributing to your good performance 
under this category. The standard of tidiness was also high and there is no doubt that your committee and 
volunteers have paid close attention to weeding kerbsides and sweeping footpaths and road verges. The signage is 
also in good condition. Improvements remain possible. The boundary walls of the Church car park would benefit 
from a new coat of paint while the perimeter beds needed to be spruced up and have weed removed. The planted 
beds at the entrance to the Sli Bhrian car park also need a revamp while a weedy area at the junction of the N22 
and the Re na nDoiri road (opposite Siopa O’Luasa) needs closer attention during clean-ups.

minimisation with the monthly seed\plant swap stall, the donations of old flowerpots\trays, reusing all farm sacks for 
litter picks and pursuing a digital communication strategy. It is heartening to see that your proactive approach to 
sustainability is putting down roots in the wider community with the establishment of the conscious community 
initiative (Muscrai Glas) and we would appreciate an update on the events that are organised by this group next 
year. We are glad to see the local shops are encouraging the use of reusable cups (rather than single use cups and 
packaging) and we would ask you (and local shops) to think of ways of measuring what percentage of people are 
avoiding the single use option. We would also like to hear about what the school is doing to promote more 
sustainable behaviours so please let us know in 2023.

We note from your entry form that Ballymakeera participated in a paint renewal scheme and theres no doubt that 
this appears to have had a beneficial impact on your village.  The vast majority of homes and buildings looked fresh 
and bright during our visit so well done to everyone on the hard work that they have undertaken on their properties. 
The standard of presentation of residential areas was generally high. The trimmed grass margins and semi mature 
trees on the approach to Cluain Reidh appear carefully maintained while the trees, grassed areas and pleasant 
name stone at Bruach an tSulain looked well. Are there any plans to add pollinator friendly planting to these areas?

We are pleased to report that the approach roads into Ballymakeera looked neat and tidy during adjudication. The 
entrance from Baile Mhuirne is attractive with natural stone walls and clean signage to be seen. We loved the 
excellent planting that could be seen on the Re na nDoiri road (both in Gairdin Aine and in the large bed opposite) 
as it provided a highlight during our visit. The Macroom approach with its wishing well is also quite attractive and 
noting that road works are underway here, we look forward to seeing them complete next year. The provision of 
hanging baskets throughout the village is appreciated as they add colour and interest.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Praise is due to the committee and volunteers for the work that they have undertaken for this years competition. You 
are assured that the projects that you have completed are enhancing your village and we look forward to returning 
to Ballymakeera in 2023 when further progress is anticipated.


