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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We would like to extend a warm 
welcome to the committee and volunteers of Ballinlough on your first year in the Tidy Towns competition. We are 
hopeful that your involvement will be a positive experience for your committee members and volunteers and that it 
leads to significant improvements for your area. It is pleasing to see that your 3 committee members have a high 
level of support with 25 volunteers helping out. The links that you have developed with statutory organisations such 
as Cork City Council, a range of local businesses (Scallys Supervalu, Green spaces for health, Carey tool hire, 
B&Q, Woodies and Abaccess) and voluntary groups (Mens Shed) all indicate that you are making a strong start. Be 
sure to try and develop additional links in the years ahead as they will help you to grow as a group and provide you 
with the resources and manpower that you need to complete projects. The Community Employment Scheme offer 
invaluable support to committees in other tidy towns centres while voluntary groups such as residents associations, 
active retired groups, sports clubs and historical societies are often a great source of new members. We would like 
to compliment you on the work that you have done setting up a comprehensive communication strategy which is 
comprised of social media accounts as well as traditional mediums such as posters and local newsletters. We are 
pleased to see that you have already been in contact for schools in your area and that collaborations on projects 
(such as litter picking and a birdwatch Ireland talk) have already begun. It is important to involve the teachers and 
students as much as possible in your projects as it will raise awareness of your activities at the local level while 
schools are often a great source of new ideas and energetic young helpers! Thank you for your completed entry 
form as it was helpful in the adjudication process. The map is also acknowledged and we wondered if it would be 
possible for you to submit a printed map (with a scale, north point and all road names included) next year? The lack 
of details made it necessary to use google maps to find our way during the visit and we noted with surprise that road 
names had different references on your map. For example, Churchyard Lane on your map is shown as the R852. 
We would also thank you for your tidy towns action plan which was read with interest. When reviewing this 
document, consider arranging the projects into their relevant tidy towns categories.
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We enjoyed our visit to the urban area of Ballinlough and we noted that it accommodates a broad range of sporting 
amenities (such as Cork Con, Pairc Ui Rinn and Ballinlough GAA), attractive parks (such as the Japanese gardens), 
a good number of attractive residential areas and bustling neighbourhood centres. However, we would appreciate 
further details on your area and its history in your entry form for 2023. For example, we would love to hear about 
why the area is called Ballinlough and if there are any buildings, areas, structures, past events or land uses of local 
importance. Don’t forget that the entry form provides your committee with an opportunity to tell us about your area 
so be sure to include these details next year. While your entry form indicated that a total of four projects were 
completed under this category for this year’s competition - the majority of these were considered to be more suitable 
to the green spaces and landscaping and tidiness categories and they are considered under these sections of this 
report.
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completed under this category for this year’s competition - the majority of these were considered to be more suitable 
to the green spaces and landscaping and tidiness categories and they are considered under these sections of this 
report.

We are pleased to see that there were some attractive landscaping schemes on view in Ballinlough during our visit. 
We enjoyed seeing the large circular planters at the large junction of the Douglas Road (the location is shown as 
shown as junction 6 on the R852) as well as the eye-catching planted scheme at the roundabout at Woodview - 
which had a lovely diversity of plant species. A large triangular bed comprising seasonal bedding plants provided 
lovely summer colours on the outskirts of Douglas village while the large bowl planters outside the Douglas all care 
pharmacy (opposite the entrance to Endsleigh) were impressive. As there was no reference to these schemes in 
your entry form or map this year, don’t forget to point them out to the adjudicator in 2023. According to your entry 
form, 3 projects have been completed under this category for this year’s competition. We would like to congratulate 
the committee and volunteers on the setting up of a community garden in your local Park (the Japanese gardens). 
We are delighted to read that the work involved in setting up the garden was a fully collaborative affair with 
residents, scouts, guides and the schoolchildren all helping out. We applaud the choices that you have made in 
respect to plant species as the garden includes an orchard (with fruit trees and bushes), native Irish hedgerow, a 
wildflower meadow and a ‘no mow’ area. You also commended on your treeplanting work in March and we 
wondered where the treeplanting took place. Was this located in the park too? Perhaps you could let us know in 
2023. We encourage you to try and identify suitable locations for trees and continue your treeplanting efforts in the 
years ahead.

Your entry form demonstrates that your committee and volunteers have a good knowledge of biodiversity and the 
actions that are required to support and enhance it. This can be seen in your decisions to provide native hedgerow 
(comprising White rose, Blackthorne and bird cherry) in your community garden as these species provide good 
sources of food and shelter for birds and insects. Your awareness of the need to plant pollinator friendly plant 
varieties is reflected in your decision to include fruit trees and bushes in the community garden and well done also 
on your selection of the native trees of Hazel and Birch for treeplanting day. We urge you to continue to focus on 
providing native and pollinator friendly species in your planting schemes in the years ahead as they often make the 
most positive contribution to biodiversity. We note that a wildflower meadow has been provided but be sure to 
encourage natural wildflower growth by adopting a ‘don’t mow, let it grow’ approach to grassed areas as the results 
may surprise you.  Native wildflower seed planting is no longer recommended and if undertaken, it should be 
restricted to areas that are devoid of vegetation (such as busy urban roadsides). It is pleasing to see that your 
committee and volunteers have begun to host awareness raising events on nature and biodiversity for the wider 
community - with talks by an ecologist and Birdwatch Ireland taking place. We urge you to keep this up as it is a 
very effective way of letting residents know about the rich biodiversity that can be found in their area. Don’t forget 
that there are also lots of opportunities for collaborations with schools, the Scouts, guides and other youth groups 
under this category. For example, a survey of the community garden or local park would make a great school 
project. Other ideas for projects under this category can be found in the tidy towns handbook.

We are delighted to report that the standard of litter control in Ballinlough was generally good on adjudication day 
with the vast majority of areas appearing clean and tidy. It was clear during our visit that regular litter patrols were 
taking place and in our view, this is a good first performance and your hard work on this is appreciated. Be sure to 
continue to monitor your area as small amounts of litter could be spotted along the roadsides at the Borreenamanna 
junction (where the funeral home is located), at the pitch and putt club car park and to the rear of the swimming pool 
and the Japanese gardens. The standard of tidiness was generally good and it was obvious that attention had been 
paid to weeding kerbs and sweeping footpaths. However, a small number of roadside areas had an untidy 
appearance such as the Churchyard Road junction where weed growth and a truncated sign pole could be seen. It 
is recommended that an audit is carried out which identifies all untidy roadside areas that are in need of attention – 
as this will enable your committee volunteers to set priorities and to tackle these areas on a phased basis in the 
years ahead. Well done also on participating in the National Spring clean event in April and we would encourage 
you to keep this up.

In this category, we are looking for details on the actions that your committee and volunteers have undertaken which 
are designed to reduce energy and resource consumption and avoid or minimise the generation of waste. You have 
made a very good start by using old scaffolding boards in your raised beds, old pallets for your composting area and 
unwanted water butts in your community garden. Well done also on using old cardboard as a weed suppressor. We 
urge you to consider identifying other actions to carry out. Consider growing your own plants (or seeking local 
donations from keen gardeners in your area) and harvesting your own seeds. More ideas for projects under this 
category can be found in the tidy towns handbook. Like the nature and biodiversity category, groups are also 
encouraged to raise awareness of the need to engage in more sustainable behaviours among the wider community 
in your area. This could be achieved by hosting workshops on waste avoidance \ minimisation, home composting 
and energy conservation as well as using your social media accounts to promote tips on how energy can be 
conserved and carbon production minimised. Advice (and suggestions) on hosting workshops can be obtained from 
the Environmental Awareness Officer in Cork City Council.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



There is a lovely mix of residential areas to be seen in Ballinlough from the attractive redbrick period dwellings on 
Wallace Road to the very modern contemporary dwellings such as those found in Aylesbury and Greenbanks. We 
would like to complement all home owners and occupiers in Ballinlough as they have clearly worked hard on 
maintaining their gardens and properties for adjudication day. The attractive entrance planting at Knockrea stood 
out and we also admired the mature trees to be seen in Endsleigh. The entrances to Ballinacurrig Park and 
Cherrington appeared somewhat overgrown and would benefit from a trim. However, the standard of presentation 
was reasonably good with the vast majority of houses in residential areas appearing neat and tidy and in good 
condition. We would also like to hear about what maintenance tasks that the residents associations in individual 
estates carry out – and we would appreciate if this information could be provided in your entry form next year.

During adjudication, we travelled around the perimeter roads (following the route along Boreenmanna Road, 
Churchyard Road, South Lodge, Douglas Road, Bel-Air and Wallace Road) but we were unable to spot any 
welcome signs to Ballinlough. Did we miss them? In the event that the signs are in place, we would appreciate if 
they are clearly marked on a printed rather than a hand drawn map for next year. If there are no welcome signs, it is 
recommended that this project is identified as a priority for your committee as they are necessary to clearly identify 
Ballinlough from your neighbouring areas. Aside from the lack of place names signage, the standard of presentation 
of key approach roads was generally good.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We would like to extend hearty congratulations to the committee and volunteers on a very good first performance in 
the tidy towns competition. We very much enjoyed visiting your area for the first time and we look forward to 
returning again in 2023. It is recommended that the comments and feedback included in this report are considered 
when preparing your entry form and work programme for next year. Keep up the good work!


