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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We would like to extend a warm 
welcome to Ballinhassig and thank you for your participation. It is obvious from your entry form that there is a great 
deal of enthusiasm amongst your notably large community of 28 members and your small army of volunteers who 
number 65. We are delighted to read that the majority of residents get involved with your work as many join in your 
activities (such as litter picks) which take place all year round. With this in mind, it is not surprising to read that you 
enjoy such good support from Cork County Council and Pobal and we wondered if you have approached Fas / Tus 
as they have provided valuable assistance to tidy towns committees in other centres? It is also pleasing to see that 
local businesses (such as the Dairygold Co-op, Bandon Co-op and the Green Peace Garden Centre) are 
appreciative of your efforts and that this is reflected in the generous donations that they have made to help fund 
your activities. We would like to commend you on your very effective communication strategy which is based on a 
range of different traditional and digital methods. We are heartened to read that schoolchildren in your village are 
regularly involved in your litter picking activities and that they also get involved in decorating the fairy green. It is 
recommended that you continue to delegate responsibility for projects to schoolchildren and youth groups in 
Ballinhassig as this will foster a sense of ownership of the projects among younger people and help to raise 
environmental awareness. Thank you for your comprehensive application form and map as they were very useful 
during our visit. We note from the adjudicator’s report in 2021 that you have prepared a tidy towns action plan and 
we would encourage you to submit this with your entry form in 2023. Thank you also for your kind words on the 
competition and we can assure you that we love to visit your village each year and see the progress that you are 
making. We are also delighted to hear that the hard work that you’ve undertaken on your projects has led directly to 
improving your village and brought your community together. Long may it continue!
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We enjoyed our first visit to Ballinhassig and we were most impressed at the standard of presentation of individual 
buildings. We would like to commend the owners \ operators of everyone who is involved in the maintenance of the 
Co-op superstore, Kirbys corner, the Gala / Post Office and the Sportsmans Rest as they all looked great during 
adjudication. The Marian Hall and the GAA grounds were similarly impressive. Work appeared to be in progress on 
the gates to the car park of Marian Hall and we look forward to seeing this completed next year. Well done to your 
committee and volunteers for using the competition to identify projects under this category that will make a real and 
positive difference to the residents of Ballinhassig. The provision of a new pavement (with lighting) that connects the 
Gleann Orga estate with the village is a perfect example of this as it means that all residents (including those with 
mobility impairments) are now able to safely access all parts of your village on footpaths. This project also 
demonstrates what tidy towns committees and volunteers can achieve and deliver for their communities and we 
urge you to continue to identify projects that have such positive local impacts. We’d also like to commend the 
owners of the local Marian Hall for allowing their parking spaces to be used as a general parking area for the village 
and for permitting the siting of recycling bins in this space. We are glad to see that this area is very well maintained 
and it looked neat and tidy during our visit. We note with interest that you have identified the site with the historic 
cart as a focal point for your village and we wholeheartedly agree with this decision. The cart feature is eye-catching 
and its setting also looked tremendously well with its neatly trimmed grass and colourful planting. We were 
interested to read in the 2021 adjudicators report that Cork County Council has donated a one acre site to your 
village wondered if there was any update on the work that you have planned for this area?
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Adjudication Report
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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demonstrates what tidy towns committees and volunteers can achieve and deliver for their communities and we 
urge you to continue to identify projects that have such positive local impacts. We’d also like to commend the 
owners of the local Marian Hall for allowing their parking spaces to be used as a general parking area for the village 
and for permitting the siting of recycling bins in this space. We are glad to see that this area is very well maintained 
and it looked neat and tidy during our visit. We note with interest that you have identified the site with the historic 
cart as a focal point for your village and we wholeheartedly agree with this decision. The cart feature is eye-catching 
and its setting also looked tremendously well with its neatly trimmed grass and colourful planting. We were 
interested to read in the 2021 adjudicators report that Cork County Council has donated a one acre site to your 
village wondered if there was any update on the work that you have planned for this area?

Your entry form indicates that a range of projects were undertaken for this year’s competition under this category. 
You are commended on planting flower and shrub beds on both sides of the main road leaving the village – with 
daffodils in place during the spring and summer bedding plants provided for summer. There no doubt that this 
planting looked well but be aware that your choice of plants make only a limited contribution to pollinators (and 
biodiversity). Consider diversifying the mix of spring bulbs that you use to include alliums, crocuses and snowdrops 
and a much smaller amount of daffodils. This will ensure that your spring planting will provide for a rich source of 
early pollen for hungry pollinators! It is also recommended that smaller numbers of summer bedding plants are used 
in your permanent beds and larger numbers of perennials are selected. We are delighted to see that a diverse 
range of plant species could be found in the long bank area and we urge you to continue to plant pollinator friendly 
varieties where possible. The planted baskets that can be seen along the walls of the Marion Hall car park and in 
other locations throughout the village looked very well and provided nice colours on a rather dreary June evening. 
The red roses in bloom looked stunning beside the cart feature. We enjoyed our visit to the Fairy Green which 
looked really well with its colourful picnic tables, toys, play areas and pleasant landscaping schemes – we have no 
doubt that this lovely amenity is highly appreciated by residents and visitors alike. We were intrigued by the 
reference in the 2021 adjudicators report to the historic shillelagh stick that you purchased and we wondered if this 
is to be located in the Fairy Green? Perhaps you could let us know next year. It is noted that additional work is being 
done to reinforce the riverbank with the assistance of funding from Cork County Council. However, it is important to 
remember that natural riverbanks are a very important habitat so it is recommended that interventions should be 
limited and done sensitively.

Your community is fortunate as there are a range of habitats with rich biodiversity in Ballinhassig. As you stated in 
your entry form, the Owenabue river accommodates a wonderful range of flora and fauna and we are pleased to 
hear that its water quality and wildlife is monitored regularly by the community as well as the Parks and Wildlife 
Service. Have you considered getting a survey undertaken of the river and its banks? This will provide you with the 
baseline information which can be used to monitor the river over time. The survey information can also be used to 
draw up information panels for siting in your village (or in the vicinity of the river) to raise awareness of the rich 
biodiversity that can be found on your doorstep. We applaud your decision to avoid cutting hedgerows, riverbanks 
and road verges until late in the year. These practices, along with the avoidance of chemical fertilisers and 
weedkillers, are particularly important in conserving biodiversity. However, noting that nature thrives best when left 
alone, we wondered if there are plans to create any conservation areas in your village? We would also like to hear 
about what your committee and volunteers are doing to raise awareness of the need to conserve and enhance 
natural habitats and biodiversity in your area. Have you considered hosting talks and workshops locally on nature 
and biodiversity themes? Why not contact a volunteer from Birdwatch Ireland and ask them to give a talk? 
Alternatively, you could approach the Parks and Wildlife Service and ask them to speak about managing 
biodiversity. The Biodiversity Officer in Cork County Council may also be able to assist you in organising awareness 
events.

The committee and volunteers will be delighted to hear that the standard of litter control on view in Ballinhassig on 
adjudication day was particularly high with virtually no litter to be spotted. Aside from a solitary empty bottle at the 
seating area adjacent to the Fairy green and a crisp packet and the approach from Cork / Gleann Orga, your village 
was litter free. This is an excellent performance and it demonstrates that your comprehensive approach to litter 
collection, weeding and road verges and footpath maintenance is working effectively. The standard of tidiness is 
also considered to be exceptionally high and it was clear during adjudication that great care and attention is taken 
on the appearance of Ballinhassig. Few possible improvements appear to be possible. In the fairy garden, the 
practice of storing waste bags to the rear of the shed is not recommended as they are visible from both the green 
and the roadside footpath. Consider constructing a small screened area to the side rear of the shed (preferably by 
re-using materials such as pallets to form the screens) which would obscure their visibility. The black and white 
‘slow through village’ sign on the approach from Gleann Orga is in poor condition and the white wall between the 
GAA grounds and the road was a litter untidy looking. Consider using creeper plants (and a trellis) as a means of 
screening this structure. Notwithstanding these minor points, we would like to emphasise that the overall standard of 
tidiness in Balllinhassig was considered to be notably high.

We are pleased to read that many sensible and practical projects that are designed to reduce resource usage and 
avoid the generation of waste are firmly underway in Ballinhassig. You are commended on your avoidance of 
weedkillers and pesticides and well done also on harvesting rainwater for use in your landscaping schemes. We 
applaud your decision to reuse fallen trees for up cycling into seating or planters. The harvesting of seeds for reuse 
the following season is an excellent idea as it not only reduces the costs for your committee but it also ensures that 
the seeds are robust and adapted to the conditions in your area. We are delighted to read that you have met with 
the local schoolchildren and the active retirement group to discuss other possible projects and we urge you to 
consult the tidy towns handbook as it includes many ideas for relevant projects under this category. The 
Environmental Awareness Officer in Cork County Council should also be able to offer you advice and assist you in 
hosting events locally. Consider organising a community workshop that explores ways of conserving energy, 
reducing resource use and limiting the generation of waste. Don’t forget that the schools are often hotbeds of ideas 
on sustainable behaviours and we would be interested in hearing about any projects that they are carrying out which 
are relevant to this category. Please let us know in 2023.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



collection, weeding and road verges and footpath maintenance is working effectively. The standard of tidiness is 
also considered to be exceptionally high and it was clear during adjudication that great care and attention is taken 
on the appearance of Ballinhassig. Few possible improvements appear to be possible. In the fairy garden, the 
practice of storing waste bags to the rear of the shed is not recommended as they are visible from both the green 
and the roadside footpath. Consider constructing a small screened area to the side rear of the shed (preferably by 
re-using materials such as pallets to form the screens) which would obscure their visibility. The black and white 
‘slow through village’ sign on the approach from Gleann Orga is in poor condition and the white wall between the 
GAA grounds and the road was a litter untidy looking. Consider using creeper plants (and a trellis) as a means of 
screening this structure. Notwithstanding these minor points, we would like to emphasise that the overall standard of 
tidiness in Balllinhassig was considered to be notably high.

We noted in your entry form that your committee are of the view that all properties and business premises in your 
village are maintained to a high standard and we heartily agree with this assessment. All business properties and 
commercial premises looked exceptionally well and their forecourts and parking areas were also good condition. A 
similarly high standard could be found in Gleann Orga with its neat name signage, attractive entrance planting and 
carefully maintained green areas. It is acknowledged that such a high standard is hard to achieve and we would like 
to commend everyone on their hard work.

All approach roads into Ballinhassig looked tremendously well with their good quality road surfacing, neat roadside 
verges and well maintained signage. The landscaping schemes were eye catching and they helped to create a very 
positive first impression for visitors. The digital speed limit signs were observed on the approach roads and it is 
hoped that they are having the desired effect and helping to slow down the traffic through your village. The new 
footpath linking the village with the Gleann Orga is considered to be an excellent improvement that greatly 
enhances the accessibility of your village. It is noted a new pedestrian crossing is planned (under the Cork County 
Council village enhancement scheme) but this project had not commenced at the time of adjudication and we look 
forward to seeing this completed when we return next year.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Ballinhassig looked marvellous on adjudication day and it clearly demonstrated the hard work that has been 
undertaken by your committee and volunteers throughout the year. Keep up the good work and we look forward to 
returning to your lovely village in 2023.


