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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are pleased to welcome the 
large (comprising 19 members) tidy towns committee of Ballinadee as your participation is appreciated. It is 
heartening to see that you enjoy good support from the 20 volunteers in your community who help you out - there 
seems little doubt that they value the good work that you are doing. Well done also on forming links with Cork 
County Council, Pobal and the Community Employment Scheme as their support is vitally important and we urge 
you to continue to work closely with these organisations. There are no references in your entry form to other 
community-based groups and we wondered if there are any that would be open to collaborations on tidy towns 
projects? Sports clubs, social groups (such as men’s shed), the active retired, historical societies and residents 
associations have proved to be valuable sources of committee members and volunteers in other tidy town centres 
so we recommend that you explore this option. It is great to see that the schoolchildren and Foroige have joined you 
on your litter picks and we suggest that you look into involving them in some of your projects under the landscaping 
and green spaces, nature and biodiversity and the sustainability categories. We note that your aim is to include 
some members of Foroige on your committee but why not present them with the option of forming their own junior 
committee where they could pick their own projects and take responsibility for them? This would be a great way of 
fostering ownership of tidy towns projects at a local level and for increasing participation by younger age groups. 
Thank you for your completed entry form and map as they were helpful during our visit. It is recommended that you 
mark the locations of the completed projects on the map next year as this will help your adjudicator to find them. We 
acknowledge your draft plan and when reviewing this document, try and identify projects under each of the tidy 
towns categories. We are pleased to hear that your involvement in the tidy towns competition has given your 
community great pride in the village and that your projects encourage social interaction and bring you together. 
Long may it continue and be sure to keep up the good work!
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We would like to begin by congratulating the Ballinadee Community Hall Development Association and the rest of 
the community in your village on winning the IPB pride of place in May. While this is an excellent achievement, it 
was clear from our visit that the honour is richly deserved as your village looked tremendously well. We loved the 
traditional style terraced buildings that accommodate dwellings and commercial uses while the historical structures 
such as the Church of Ireland and the Sacred Heart church are most impressive. Praise is due to the 
owners\operators of O’Donovans, O’Driscoll’s and Corcoran’s as they achieved a very high standard of 
presentation. The Community Hall opposite the church is a lovely building and we are delighted to hear that it has 
been restored and is fully operational and a hive of activity once again. The old pump house on the Innishannon 
Road looked very well in its fresh coat of paint and we applaud your committee for its work on completing the mural 
on the derelict site in the village. We note that this piece of art is dedicated to all of those who have lost their lives to 
suicide and we commend you for drawing attention to (and raising awareness of) this significant issue in your area 
and in other communities throughout Ireland. We would also like to acknowledge the contribution of Ballinadee Bus 
to this important piece of work as we understand that they were the driving force behind it. Your entry form indicates 
that your committee are busily planning a number of exciting projects under this category. We note that it is planned 
to paint a mural on the gable wall of the community hall by the end of this year and we look forward to seeing this 
when we return in 2023. It is further noted that there is renewed interest in preparing a plan for the development of 
the Ballinadee community field and that a new committee has been formed for this purpose. Be sure to keep us up 
to date on this important project next year.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:
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Date(s):
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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TOTAL MARK 550 331

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

26/06/2022

 



Road looked very well in its fresh coat of paint and we applaud your committee for its work on completing the mural 
on the derelict site in the village. We note that this piece of art is dedicated to all of those who have lost their lives to 
suicide and we commend you for drawing attention to (and raising awareness of) this significant issue in your area 
and in other communities throughout Ireland. We would also like to acknowledge the contribution of Ballinadee Bus 
to this important piece of work as we understand that they were the driving force behind it. Your entry form indicates 
that your committee are busily planning a number of exciting projects under this category. We note that it is planned 
to paint a mural on the gable wall of the community hall by the end of this year and we look forward to seeing this 
when we return in 2023. It is further noted that there is renewed interest in preparing a plan for the development of 
the Ballinadee community field and that a new committee has been formed for this purpose. Be sure to keep us up 
to date on this important project next year.

A wide range of high quality landscaping and planting projects could be seen during our visit. We loved the mix of 
handmade brightly coloured planters that adorn the mural and which are very effective at drawing attention to this 
lovely piece of work and it’s important message. We would like to compliment O’Donovan’s, O’Driscoll’s and 
Corcoran’s on their efforts as each of their buildings made significant contributions to the landscaping in the centre 
of the village. The grotto looked tremendously well with its colourful roses in full bloom and it was clear during 
adjudication that it is carefully maintained by your committee and volunteers. The grounds of the Sacred Heart 
Church also looked very well with trimmed grass, and colourful landscaping schemes comprising lavender and 
seasonal bedding plants. The planted beds at the picnic areas alongside the river served to brighten up these 
attractive spaces with their warm summer colours. We admired the diversity of planting in the entrance planted beds 
on the approach from Kinsale with roses, shrubs and summer bedding plants visible. Eyecatching planted baskets 
with cascading summer flowering plants could also be seen on the bridge, around the picnic areas and along the 
Church wall.

We are pleased to read that your committee are choosing plants and shrubs which are pollinator friendly and we 
urge you to continue this approach and to swap out ornamental summer flowering plants as much as possible. In 
our view, it is best to be systematic in your approach and this can be achieved by taking note of the different plant 
species that you include in each landscaping scheme. This will enable you to continually diversify the plant species 
used and ensure that your landscaping schemes make a positive contribution to biodiversity. Don’t forget that there 
are other relatively simple things that you can do that would improve Ballinadee for pollinators. For example, you 
could try and identify areas in your village where the grass could be left uncut for a period of time as this would 
enable species such as dandelion, clover and other naturally occurring pollen rich wildflowers to thrive. A meadow 
type area was observed at the Olympic monument and we assume that this is one such example. Why not add a 
‘managed for wildlife’ sign to this area as a means of raising awareness of your deliberate approach to make room 
for nature in the centre of your village? Avoiding the use of chemical based fertilisers and weedkillers is strongly 
recommended as they can be particularly harmful. We also recommend that you use your influence as tidy towns 
committee members to convince other property owners and occupiers who have gardens to engage in pollinator 
friendly planting and avoid using chemical based fertilisers and weedkillers. This would enable you to develop 
pollination ‘hotspots’ within your village and deliver benefits for biodiversity. We are pleased to read that your 
committee has been in contact with the local authorities water and communities office with respect to getting the 
water quality in the river tested and we encourage you to submit this information with your entry form next year.

We understand from your entry form that you have worked hard on projects under this category by carrying out 
activities such as participating in the National Spring clean event, carrying out daily litter patrols and cleaning up all 
approach roads. It is great to see that the school is running a picker pals programme to help you out. You will be 
delighted to hear that the standard of litter control was exceptionally high and your village was virtually litter free 
during our visit. Aside from a small number of items which could be spotted in an area immediately adjacent to the 
community hall, no litter was visible anywhere. This is an excellent performance and you should be very proud of 
yourselves. The standard of tidiness was also very high and it is clear that considerable attention is given to clearing 
weeds, sweeping footpaths and tidying roadside verges. Despite this great performance, there are a small number 
of issues that you can focus when preparing your work programme for 2023. While the area that accommodates the 
recycling bins was neat and tidy, the bins themselves would benefit from being power washed. A litter bin close by 
could also do with some attention. Signage was generally in good condition but some untidy sign poles were visible. 
They included the directional sign poles on the Kinsale approach road and the sign poles for the black and yellow 
road sign at the grotto. It is important to note that these points are minor and did not detract from the overall 
standard of tidiness – which was considered to be high.

We enjoyed reading about the great initiatives that are underway in Ballinadee to conserve energy, reduce resource 
use and avoid the generation of unnecessary waste. It is great to see that a sustainable ‘code of practice’ is 
emerging for events that are held in your community hall with no plastic milk containers used and that all waste that 
is generated is recycled. We urge you to go further by ensuring that single use containers and packaging are 
avoided (i.e. no disposable cups, plates, plastic cutlery or straws). Why not set a zero waste target for community 
hall usage? Some impressive upgrades have also taken place that are designed to cut down on energy use (e.g. 
sensor have been fitted on lights) and we wondered if you had considered adopting water conservation measures 
too (such as low-flow taps and rainwater harvesting). Consider going one step further with respect to energy 
conservation and exploring the option of setting up a sustainable energy community in Ballinadee. It is heartening to 
read that the village market has been such a success and this demonstrates that there is a strong demand for grow 
your own / locally produced food and other goods (such as plants that are grown from seeds). We encourage you to 
look for new ways of expanding this by making contact with local farmers and other food producers who may be 
interested in providing goods for sale in Ballinadee. We are pleased to read that your committee has begun 
composting and that you sourced recycled timber for the planters that were placed beside the mural. We urge you to 
go further by capturing and reusing rainwater (for watering your plants and landscaping schemes), growing your 
own plants and harvesting your own seeds. Plenty of ideas for actions under this category can be found in the tidy 
towns handbook.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



community hall, no litter was visible anywhere. This is an excellent performance and you should be very proud of 
yourselves. The standard of tidiness was also very high and it is clear that considerable attention is given to clearing 
weeds, sweeping footpaths and tidying roadside verges. Despite this great performance, there are a small number 
of issues that you can focus when preparing your work programme for 2023. While the area that accommodates the 
recycling bins was neat and tidy, the bins themselves would benefit from being power washed. A litter bin close by 
could also do with some attention. Signage was generally in good condition but some untidy sign poles were visible. 
They included the directional sign poles on the Kinsale approach road and the sign poles for the black and yellow 
road sign at the grotto. It is important to note that these points are minor and did not detract from the overall 
standard of tidiness – which was considered to be high.

It was clear during our visit that owners and occupiers of individual buildings in Ballinadee pay close attention to the 
maintenance of their properties and we would like to compliment them on their hard work and the high standard of 
presentation that they achieved. We also observed that there are a small number of derelict and vacant properties in 
your village centre and we wondered if the assistance of Cork County Council had been sought in trying to get these 
properties back into productive reuse? It is important to remember that it is a government priority to regenerate 
towns and village centres and to significantly increase the number of homes that are available to our communities. 
To achieve this, local authorities have been directed to consider using all of the powers at their disposal to achieve 
these aims – including acquiring properties that are derelict, vacant or no longer in use. We recommend that this 
matter is raised with Cork County Council and we would appreciate an update on it in 2023.

The standard of presentation of approach roads was generally high. This was achieved by the good quality 
surfacing, prominent signage, colourful landscaping schemes, attractive name stones and tidy verges - so well done 
to everyone who was involved in the completion of this important work. We note that Cork County Council have 
provided a new footpath which links the footpath in the village with the Community Hall. We agree that this is an 
excellent project which greatly improves pedestrian access within Ballinadee. While the standard of road surfacing 
throughout your village was generally good, a stretch between the church car park and the centre of the village 
could be improved and we wondered if this area will be upgraded as part of the resurfacing work that is planned for 
the autumn? We note that traffic calming measures are proposed and we are pleased to see that this work has 
commenced as a newly constructed speed bump was visible close to Corcoran’s pub.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The projects undertaken by your committee and volunteers for this years competition were most impressive and 
there is no doubt that they have helped to significantly improve your lovely village. Keep up the good work and we 
look forward to returning to Ballinadee in 2023.


