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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Welcome Sallybrook.  
Thank you for participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better 
place.  We really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Thank you for all the effort that you have made in assembling your entry for Tidy Towns 2022.  This included a clear 
and concise entry form, a most useful map of Sallybrook, a collection photographs of your work and volunteers and 
your 3-year plan.  You count among your supporters Cork City Council, 
Ryan’s Supervalu, Glanmire GAA Club and Area Community Association and local representatives.  We got to see 
another of your listed supporters – Well Bean Coffee – later on our visit. Helping you thus far have been the 
Transition Year students of Glanmire Community College.  The specific project that you have identified for particular 
effort this year is the installation of the new bed across from the Brook Inn Island.  On this, your 14th year in the  
Tidy Towns competition, we are delighted to hear that it has been beneficial for Sallybrook and we commend your 
ongoing commitment to the movement and your community.
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As for much of Cork, many changes are underway here in Sallybrook.  The old petrol station will finally be replaced 
with 3 dwellings, you tell us.  A new footpath on the R639 links to Glashaboy Woods estate, another to the pink 
bridge. This road will also get new lighting.  Other new projects listed here include the painting of St. Joseph’s 
Church, its gates and statuary.  The Brook Inn looked really lovely on this sunny day and this adjudicator admits to 
having had envious thoughts with regard to its patrons that evening.  The planters here are well-planned and the 
nearby Lavender was doing its thing for the bees. The Well-Bean coffee dock looked so well on adjudication day 
with its black glossy paint and the big planters really adding to the appearance.  The surroundings were spotlessly 
clean.  Nearby the Naoinra looked great – really bright and cheerful.  AND Hair & Co. is a business that this 
adjudicator hadn’t seen before but it does look well.  A commercial premises has a barbed-wire fence that might be 
a hazard and it was wondered whether this might be replaced.
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What seems to be your ‘big ticket’ item in this category is the creation of the Fairy Garden.  This was in conjunction 
with your Junior Tidy Towns and the Transition Year students and Green School committee from Glanmire College.  
A super collaboration that we really applaud.  Other work here includes the bed opposite the Brook Inn.  This was 
admired on the day and the presence of some pollinator-friendly planting was noted too – great. Your new cast-iron 
planters are really quite impressive!  The GAA grounds looked really well.  The buildings here were in very good 
order and the car park was clean and litter-free.  Hanging baskets in the  car park are another nice touch. The 
landscape planting at the Sallybrook sign has come on really well and looks great.  There is lots of character here 
with the steps adjacent and the backdrop of the church and convent. You could consider painting up the churn 
planters on the bridge.
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planters are really quite impressive!  The GAA grounds looked really well.  The buildings here were in very good 
order and the car park was clean and litter-free.  Hanging baskets in the  car park are another nice touch. The 
landscape planting at the Sallybrook sign has come on really well and looks great.  There is lots of character here 
with the steps adjacent and the backdrop of the church and convent. You could consider painting up the churn 
planters on the bridge.

You tell us that Japanese knotweed is still very much an issue in your area but that Cork County Council are 
diligently helping to tackle this.  You are getting business back to usual by contacting Bat Conservation Ireland with 
regard to having a bat walk hosted by you this year.  We do hope that this does go ahead and is successful.  You 
are also hoping that the talented Michael will be able to once again lead bird-themed walks in Sallybrook.  Some of 
the wildlife signage illustrated by the same individual was admired on the day.  We see that you have teamed up 
with the Irish Wildlife Trust on your conservation knowledge of the area, very good.  The grass in the church 
grounds has been mowed very short.  Would there be an opportunity for a ‘Low-Mow’ area here?  The All-Ireland 
Pollinator Plan even has a special guide for faith communities.  This might help.  Your bug hotel was in good order.  
On the visit, the adjudicator saw trout in the Glashaboy River, heard a chiff-chaff in the woods and saw a buzzard 
being mobbed by hooded crows. Not bad for a brief visit!  Winter Heliotrope was also seen in a number of places.  A 
survey for this would be a good idea.  You should try to limit the spread of this plant where you can.

Your area for litter-picking is form Kearney’s Cross to the church, and you tell us that you pick this area weekly.  
This is a busy road over a good distance so fair play.  For your Spring Clean a cohort took on the wider Sallybrook 
area.  Well done to them. You only carry out weed control by hand with no herbicides used.  You stock up the Mutt 
Mitts and you are seeking dog litter bins from the local authority. Are these necessary?  Doggie waste can go in any 
bin so are dedicated bins any addition or just something else that needs maintenance?  Something for you to 
consider.  The bus stop outside the new hair salon needs a new sign.  An empty mitt dispenser was noted on the 
day.  Watch out for planted barrels that are decaying

Thank you for your concise and focussed entry here.  Well done on the bus-stop water butt project.  A super idea for 
rainwater harvesting as part of our transport infrastructure.  This might just catch on!  We got to see this completed, 
so well done.  You also tell us about the book swap library for which Cork City Council has given permission.  This 
wasn’t seen so it probably wasn’t in place at time of visit.  Not to worry, tell us about how it’s getting on in next year’s 
entry.  We did see the Well Bean café.  This looked great and they look like a very appropriate supporter with a 
sound ethos with regard to waste. Good stuff.  New LED lighting was also noted on the main road.

Well done for sorting the drainage issue with Cork City Council and for the local authority in sorting this out.  
Extreme weather events are something we will have to start allowing for now.  You have a limited stock of housing 
in the  village and you are fortunate in having householders who appear to do their bit. For your part, you look after 
the pavement in front of the cottages.  Some opportunities for planting exist at Glashaboy Woods.

Here you tell us once more about the new footpath areas on the R639.  Great additions for pedestrians, there is little 
doubt.  This year you have also approached both Cork City Council and Glanmire Community Association to cut the 
grass and maintain the approach roads.  This they did in May of this year which must be a huge saving in time and 
energy for your Tidy Towns group.  In fact, when this adjudicator arrived at Kearney’s Cross, the grass had just 
been cut!  The area looked really well in the bright June sunshine. Perhaps a little planting beside the name-stone 
wu dhelp to set it off.  There is quite an extensive planted area here too which adds to the welcome, well done.  A 
planted boat is dominated by grasses and heather.  Make sure to keep an eye on planters like this as they need 
ongoing maintenance.  The footpath going toward the village here was in good order and lots of people were out 
making use of it.  Some strimming and mowing had been done beside the footpath and it looked very well.  A little 
bit of fencing beside the wood is in need of repair before it gets damaged further. It was noted that ‘Sallybrook 
Village Centre’ is outside the Welcome to Sallybrook sign.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was a really interesting visit – this adjudicator’s first in several years.  It’s great to see how much progress has 
been made in this time.  You are just going to get better, there is no doubt.  Thanks for all your work.


