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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Your entry included a detailed and interesting entry form which was featured lots of photographs to illustrate the 
work that you do.  Thank you for the map which was very useful.  We might suggest that you engage an artist to 
make up a new base map for you.  Then you would have this every year to add to and amend as you need to.  You 
also included your 5-year action plan which looks very business-like.  Thank you especially for your letter of 
welcome.  This gave a little bit of background information and recent news but more so it gave an impression of 
your group and the people of Newtownshandrum.  For your population you have a more than healthy team of 
volunteers and committee members.  You are now a Sustainable Energy Community- congratulations and more on 
this later.  Well done to you all for your support of your newest community members.  Judging from your list of 
activities, yours is a very vibrant community.  Thank you for the list of supporting organisations and businesses – a 
diverse group.  You engage both traditional and social media to spread the word of your good work.  You are a 
supporter of the school’s Green School project.  The specific project that you have identified for particular effort this 
year is the biodiversity-friendly development at John Long’s Cross on the Dromina Road.  You’ve been involved with 
Tidy Towns for 7 years now and it’s good to read that you feel this has increased pride in your community and 
raised awareness of biodiversity.
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You have lots to report on in this category.  New life is coming back to Newtownshandrum, it would seem with new 
families moving in and old houses being renovated.  A new public house is a new addition to the streetscape too. 
New bollards have been installed in the village to discourage parking on the pavements.  You tell us that Cork 
County Council have also agreed to replace all of the street lights with LED lighting.  Ongoing work for you in this 
category includes the maintenance of street name signs and steady upgrade of footpaths (by the local authority) 
with better surfaces.  

Would the owners of the engineering facility here consider hosting a mural on the extensive wall?  It might be a nice 
feature.  The hanging baskets look great here, by the way.  The window-boxes of your Community Centre looked 
well.  Not so good was the Eircom/Eir facility which could be much improved.  We’re not sure whether your group 
could address this or not. The 1916 commemoration in front of the GAA grounds looks great.  There is a nice choice 
of planting here.
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of planting here.

Thank you for the many photographs that you have supplied for this category.  A new project that you report for this 
year is the maintenance of two new biodiversity flowerbeds in the GAA grounds.  We’d point out that Daffodils – as 
cheerful as they are – are no biodiversity value.  Why not add Snowdrops and/or Crocus bulbs?  These are great for 
food and drink for Bumblebees from early on.  You maintain a goodly number of planted areas and we are 
impressed with the amount of work that you must put into this.  A lovely blend of colour and texture is shown and 
this would also allow for good longevity in display.  Thank you for the before and after photographs which are really 
helpful for us. 

The adjudicator loved the choice of planting at the build-outs in front of the church.  This species gives a nicely wild 
feel and is indeed pollinator-friendly as you said.  They smell nice too!  The wooden wall-top planters at the church 
are a clever touch with a strong impact on the approach here.  The church grounds were spotless.  A look inside the 
church confirmed that it is lovingly maintained as well.  The Gala shop looked very neat and it was busy at time of 
visit.  Ned’s Bar and the adjacent chipper were well painted and neat.  Newtownshandrum National School was 
scrupulously neat and tidy and very organised too, by the look of it!  There were 3 flagpoles but no Green Flag.  
Perhaps it was on holiday.

Here you tell us that a member of your crew has done some upskilling from the Maigue Rivers Trust, very good.  
The Schoolhouse Cross is your ‘Biodiversity Hotspot’ and here you have a bee and butterfly buffet of Sedums and 
other herbs, apple trees, a bug hotel and lots of other good stuff. You don’t use herbicides and you are alert for 
invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed.

Yet another good entry here from you here.  You take part in the National Spring Clean event by distributing bags to 
interested householders.  You report Cork County Council collecting over 100 bags.  Please do try and keep track of 
amounts that are collected year on year and see if there are any trends emerging.  It’s good to read that your 
volunteer believes that people are getting better and your village even tidier!

Your ‘big ticket’ item in this category is the fact that you are a Sustainable Energy Community.  We wish you every 
success in this important step.  You’ll be setting an even better example now. You have a good entry here and you 
tell us about the various sustainability actions that you take as a community, including composting, seed-saving and 
using natural mulches rather than plastic membranes  Very good.

Here we are told that Highfield continues to be an estate maintained at a very high standard.  Kilmore Estate 
maintains its own green area and has a wildlife section, you tell us.  A new sub-group has taken on a planting 
project here also. An ‘up-painted’ cottage with window-boxes drew the eye.  Looking this up later, this structure 
might well date back to the 1700s!  Is Weighbridge House brand new and very sympathetic or a beautiful renovation 
job?  Either way it looks super.  A row of Rowan Trees on the way into Kilmore Estate don’t look too healthy.  
Replacement of these should be considered.  There is an extensive area of fallow grassland.  Is this the wild 
section?  A super garden nearby really caught the eye.  Highfield Estate has put a lot of effort into their entrance 
area.  Planted tyres are so rarely seen these days.  The green is a pleasantly unusual shape and it was good to see 
children out playing.  Lots of good efforts were noted around the residences of Newtownshandrum.  In fact, it seems 
like everyone has a window-box!  Your village could hold a ‘best window-box’ competition.

Your work at John Long’s Cross has seen lots of exciting developments this year.  You mention a bee-friendly strip 
on your approach roads but it wasn’t entirely clear how this was created or located. Is this planting?  Perhaps next 
year you could elaborate and indicate the location of these if you can.  Thank you.   There is a lovely approach from 
Charleville – really nice with cheerful planting.  The adjudicator explored Newtownshandrum by bicycle and the road 
surfaces were generally good and there was an overall lack of hazards to negotiate.  Traffic was noted to pass 
sedately through the village.   Your new footpaths and bollards were noted on the day.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was the adjudicator’s first visit to Newtownshandrum and it was really a pleasure.  Lots of great work has been 
done in a most pleasant setting.  We look forward already to what you might achieve in the years to come.  Well 
done.


