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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Thank you so much for taking the time and effort to put together your entry form this year.  This was very clear and 
concise and featured some photographs of a bright and sunny Newmarket and some of your volunteers at work.  
You have a good number of committee members and volunteers and you involve the County Council and your 
community employment staff in your planning.  You are well-supported by local businesses, you tell us and you avail 
of grants where you can. You communicate through Facebook and the local paper.  The specific project that you 
have identified for particular effort this year is addressing the need for more outdoor seating in Newmarket.  This 
you have met with new recycled benches on your main streets, very good.  Please do indicate on your entry form 
which projects are new (N) and which are maintained (M) from a previous year.  It makes assessment of your entry 
much easier.  Thank you.
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Here you tell us that you are again taking part in the painting scheme and this year derelict buildings are in your 
sights.  As mentioned above, you have also added to the seating on your main streets. This year you will also be 
painting the old pump-house building in your community garden.  

The main streets of Newmarket looked very well in the July sunshine.  Several businesses caught the eye.  T. Ryan 
is a lovely traditional shopfront.  The Credit Union looked well and the Post Office is a very appealing building.  
Market 18 is a most attractive premises and the outdoor seating area here looks great.  A former newsagent’s shop 
appears to be closed.  A shame as these businesses add such character.  The Rock Bar and Sheehan’s Pharmacy 
are both really well-kept and it was nice to see an old familiar sign at Hourigan’s.  O’Flynn & Tobin is a very nice 
traditional shopfront in good strong colours.  Old AA signs at a garage were also admired.  

The Garda Station has several trees outside it which is unusual.  The Boy’s National School is a very smart 
premises indeed and it looks so well-kept.  Yet more planters were noted at the front here.  Only the railings and the 
kissing-gate needed any attention here.  The former national school opposite has seen some changes in its time 
and could no doubt tell some tales.  An Cultúrlann is a lovely premises.
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TOTAL MARK 550 307

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

13/07/2022

 



This year you have added planter boxes to the seating areas in the Town Park.  A major project over the last year 
has been the completion new lighting and an astro-turf surface in the West End Park.  One of the first things that 
struck us on visiting Newmarket was the new planters these look very sharp and were all clean and well-tended.  
Your logo and message on these look very well.  A truly unique bench depicting dramatic scenes was admired.  The 
wood of same is in need of attention though. The grotto on Pound Hill is obviously well cared-for too.  The playing 
field at the West End is a super resource for your community and a variety of users were here at time of visit.  The 
facilities here were seen to be in generally good condition.  Are these new benches and picnic tables here with yet 
more planters beside them?  It all looks so well.  There was a little broken glass here but not much.  The adult 
exercise machines were all in good condition and both the tennis and basketball courts next door were in use.

You consider biodiversity as an important part of your work and that’s great.  You have a biodiversity garden in two 
locations in Newmarket.  As well as planting wildflowers, you have also erected bird nesting boxes.  You have also 
established a Hypericum hedge opposite the playground.  Many Swifts (over 20!) were noted over Newmarket on 
the evening of our visit. A really useful project would be the undertaking of a survey of the nesting sites of this 
species.  You could ask your local Conservation Ranger about this or visit www.swiftconservation.ie for more 
information on this.  We’d suggest that you get some advice on your biodiversity gardens in order to maximise these 
areas for biodiversity value.  These are quite extensive areas within the town and it is felt that you could make more 
of these, especially for native pollinators. Please have a look at the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan.  You’ll easily find this 
online.  This has many examples of pollinator-friendly projects.

It’s great to read how active you are when it comes to litter control on the streets of Newmarket.  Your volunteers 
carry out weekly litter-picks and a dedicated member of your community employment team is an invaluable resource 
too.  You cite two litterbins being available to dog-walkers and owners.  We’re sure you’re aware that any litterbin 
may be used for disposing of dog waste.  The recycling bank was spotless at time of visit.  You’ll be pleased to hear 
that despite there being quite a bit of footfall on the day we found Newmarket to be just about litter-free on 
adjudication day.  This is a great achievement, well done.

You tell us here that you have four clothes banks and a bottle bank at the local authority office.  We hope that the 
free recycling day was a success.  All of your new street furniture is made from recycled materials and is Irish made.  
Very good.  We’d advise you to have a look at the Tidy Towns Handbook on this category.  You’ll find this online at 
www.tidytowns.ie.  In this you’ll see what kind of projects might help you to score higher in this category as well as 
make savings on resources.  There is every possibility that you are doing several of these already.

Here you tell us that you let residents set their own work days and dates while your group concentrates on the town 
centre.  You do provide the materials that residents might need.  Green areas outside the town are looked after by 
your community employment staff.

Over the last few years you’ve been working away on your approach roads. Well done on receiving the grant for the 
footpath.  Other work involved painting the round wall and securing the funding for the bus shelter.  With regard to 
buses, as the adjudicator was admiring the Sarah Curran statue, a Bus Eireann coach stopped within feet of same 
to allow passengers to disembark onto the road.  This didn’t strike the adjudicator as particularly wise or safe.  Is 
there no bus stop near here?  It was noted that one of the Duhallow signs on the Tralee Road has been damaged.  

The GAA grounds were so busy on this bright and sunny evening.  There are really great facilities here and the 
community appeared to be making full use of them.  The playground at the West End was in very good condition 
when viewed.  The mural on the boundary of this is probably in need of replacement soon.  Another mural of a 
dandelion and its seeds is a gorgeous addition to the streetscape.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was the adjudicator’s first visit to Newmarket in many years.  It is great to see it looking so cared-for.  You’re 
doing such important work for your town and it is really appreciated.  Thank you.


