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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Thank you for the clear and detailed entry in this year’s competition.  This was very useful to the adjudicator.  It has 
been some years since our last visit to your lovely town and it was a pleasure to be back.  We note from your form 
that you don’t use social media.  We’d encourage you to investigate this.  Perhaps ask a professional who uses 
social media in their work for advice on the best platforms to use.  Thank you for supplying a copy of your very clear 
and well-presented 5-year plan.  This will be a super guide for you so make good use of it! 

Your group appears to be well organised and you meet regularly.  We note your participation in efforts to address 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  Well done.  You are well-supported by a range of organisations including Ballyhoura 
Development and Cork County Council.  We note your participation in a group to assist Ukrainian refugees – good 
to hear.  The specific project that you have identified for particular effort this year is your Georgian Quarter.  Indeed, 
this is a gem in the built heritage of Mitchelstown.
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The greater majority of your projects listed in this category relate to maintenance and this is rightly so.  Your 
ongoing ‘big’ project is the redevelopment of your fantastic Georgian Quarter.  It’s good to hear that a design team 
has been appointed.  Thank you for the media links here which were helpful. 
A new project this year was the placing of permanent paving slabs on Lower Cork Street.  Thank you for your 
updates on the derelict buildings, including the former Convent site.  

Your several lovely shopfronts are a real asset for Mitchelstown.  Listing a few that caught the eye (and apologies to 
any I’ve not mentioned), were The Favourite, Chamberlain’s (le Gaeilge) and the Treasure Chest.  Draper’s Tavern 
looked very sharp and fresh in black and white. Hanley’s and Finn’s appeared to be in competition for the cleanest 
shopfront award. O’Callaghan’s looked freshly-painted and so well.   Well done all.  The adjudicator really enjoyed 
experiencing your beautiful streetscape again.  The lovely wide footpaths on Baldwin Street were appreciated.  
Even a Harley Davidson hogging the pavement didn’t present an obstacle. Newmarket Square looked great on 
adjudication day, as good as ever.  Lots of buildings have been very well-kept and fair play to the owners of these.  

The Community Centre looked well and was in use at time of visit.  Some heritage information boards were new to 
this adjudicator and looked well.  The ‘books’ sculpture looked great.  Many young people were making use of 
benches that have been installed since our last visit.  Given the significance of the building it occupies, it is believed 
that Supervalu could do better than the generic window stickers in order to present these premises.  The Post Office 
is similarly unappealingly presented.  It was great to see that Fitzgerald’s Radio/Electric shop is still in operation.  
This is a real landmark premises.
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The Community Centre looked well and was in use at time of visit.  Some heritage information boards were new to 
this adjudicator and looked well.  The ‘books’ sculpture looked great.  Many young people were making use of 
benches that have been installed since our last visit.  Given the significance of the building it occupies, it is believed 
that Supervalu could do better than the generic window stickers in order to present these premises.  The Post Office 
is similarly unappealingly presented.  It was great to see that Fitzgerald’s Radio/Electric shop is still in operation.  
This is a real landmark premises.

Thank you for the list of your work in this category.  Again, most of your work here relates to maintenance and this is 
rightly so.  Your flowerbeds were, as previously much admired.  Well done to Bridgit for the amazing work over the 
years. Please pass on our thanks and best wishes to her.  A new project this year saw the replacement of trees on 
the Cork approach road.  You have been assisted by both community volunteers and businesses in your efforts and 
we applaud this type of cooperation.  We wish you every success with the Town Park.   

A street tree was seen to be in poor condition and probably beyond revival at this stage.  You could also remove the 
tree guards where trees are mature enough to not require their protection.  King’s Square is really gorgeous and the 
adjudicator lingered long here watching the Swallows over the green.

Thank you for the work listed here.  You state that you haven’t a lot of projects in this category as you feel that you 
lack expertise.  Indeed this is a technical category.  You are having your Men’s Shed team upskilled on a Gardening 
Course that will include areas such as grassland maintenance for biodiversity.  This is great.  We wonder whether 
Ballyhoura Development could fund a biodiversity training programme for you.  We know that other development 
companies have done this.  At any rate, you are working with Cork County Council on a pollinator plan specifically 
for Mitchelstown.  This should give direction on many useful projects that you might undertake. You have identified 
Kingston woodlands as a biodiversity hotspot and indeed this might well be.  We would encourage you to look at 
areas for further tree-planting in and around Mitchelstown.  

It was noted that there may be a Swift nest-site in the Georgian building beside the Chapel of Rest.  Perhaps next 
year a bird-minded volunteer could confirm this.  If so, it should be reported to the Cork County Council Biodiversity 
Officer for recording.  There is a great opportunity for a wildflower project along the bank beside the Demesne Wall.  

It was great to see lots of areas of uncut grass around areas such as the Aldi roundabout and indeed the approach 
here.  However, there is room for a lot more of this! For example, the adjacent area at the Fir View Hotel has much 
grassed ground that could be managed thusly.  Why not have a walkover of your approach roads and waysides and 
see where more areas could benefit from wildlife-friendly management?

In your list of work here, we see the obvious overlap between the competition’s categories as you rightly show how 
decluttering will assist with walkability.  Very good.  Various groups appear to be involved in anti-litter actions and 
this is great to see.  As well as the Spring Clean, you undertake a springtime clean-up of your approach roads.  Very 
good.  

Mitchelstown wasn’t litter-free on adjudication day.  Quite a bit of litter was noted between the shopping centre and 
the leisure centre.  An overly full litterbin here may have contributed to this.  However, the recycling bank at the 
shopping centre was just about spotless on the day.  Indeed this whole area was neat and tidy - well done!   

There are a few items for your attention.  If you could address the condition of some of the litterbins it would 
probably encourage more use of same.  An old Edward VII post box at King’s Square could do with some TLC from 
you.  There are a little graffiti on the laneway leading to the CBS.  A portion of Heras fencing has been flattened 
here too.  This could probably just be removed as it won’t be an effective barrier here anyway.  The bottle banks in 
the Supervalu car park were spotless – fair play.  Some graffiti were also noted on an ESB substation on the way up 
to the convent.  It was heartening to note that litter did not increase on the way to the schools.  Well done to the 
young people and their teachers.

You have some really interesting projects listed here, including new work for this year.  A new bicycle rack is a very 
suitable project for this category.  You are fortunate in having a bicycle shop nearby too.  These are always hubs of 
repair and reuse.  On the theme of sustainable transport, a really worthwhile collaboration of Green School 
Committees and your local authority Travel Officer has produced a walkability study of Mitchelstown.  Fantastic!  At 
the same time, you have additional LED lighting on the ring road to encourage further walking.  Another potential 
project is the development of an anaerobic digester.  This can save on waste as well as carbon dioxide.  Well done 
for your involvement in these most worthwhile efforts. 

We’d question whether herbicide should be used on green areas (e.g. around benches) at all.  There is little useful 
in such efforts.  The embankment at the 3G pitch appears to have been sprayed and the utility of this is doubtful.

You hope to restart the estates competition, you tell us.  That is good to read.  Perhaps when you relaunch it, you 
could rebrand it or rename it to make it novel.  Some groups organise vouchers from garden centres for the winning 
estates.  You could consider such an incentive. A display of winning (and runners-up) photographs in the library or a 
shop window might also be considered.  A lovely walk was enjoyed up George’s Street with its lovely Lime trees.  
Lots of good examples of planting and other care by residents were noted.  The Heritage Trail plaques were 
enjoyed once more at the Bridewell, Court House and at Ireland’s first Masonic Lodge.  It was good to see that 
planning permission is being sought for housing at the former mart site.  Do please try and keep your heritage 
information boards in good order.  The one at the Demesne Wall (No 27) needs to be opened and cleaned at this 
stage. Well done to the residents on Clonmel Road who have made a great contribution to the approach road here.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



You hope to restart the estates competition, you tell us.  That is good to read.  Perhaps when you relaunch it, you 
could rebrand it or rename it to make it novel.  Some groups organise vouchers from garden centres for the winning 
estates.  You could consider such an incentive. A display of winning (and runners-up) photographs in the library or a 
shop window might also be considered.  A lovely walk was enjoyed up George’s Street with its lovely Lime trees.  
Lots of good examples of planting and other care by residents were noted.  The Heritage Trail plaques were 
enjoyed once more at the Bridewell, Court House and at Ireland’s first Masonic Lodge.  It was good to see that 
planning permission is being sought for housing at the former mart site.  Do please try and keep your heritage 
information boards in good order.  The one at the Demesne Wall (No 27) needs to be opened and cleaned at this 
stage. Well done to the residents on Clonmel Road who have made a great contribution to the approach road here.

A very useful new development here is the creation of a new pedestrian crossing at the CBS school.  Great to hear.  
You tell us here that you manage your approach roads with wildlife in mind.  Very good.  A landowner has replaced 
a hedgerow with a new Hawthorn hedgerow.  Excellent, this is one of the most bug-friendly little trees you can plant 
as well as being splendid for the birds. 

Watch out for Winter Heliotrope (an invasive plant species) getting a foothold on your approaches.  Some was noted 
to the north of the roundabout on the Fermoy Road.  The trees here were seen to be coming along well.  We’d 
strongly recommend that herbicide not be used at the base of trees and signposts etc. as there is really nothing to 
be gained and these compounds are harmful.  

Church Hill is lovely – a really historic atmosphere was enjoyed here.  None more so than at the Catholic 
Churchyard which has such great built heritage.  The ‘Aldi Roundabout’ looks really terrific, evidence of a most 
useful partnership.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was great to have the chance to visit Mitchelstown again and enjoy the beautiful streetscape and heritage.  We 
admire your energy and commitment to your town and really appreciate the work that you are doing.  You are 
wished every success with your upcoming enhancement to your Georgian streetscape.


