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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Thank you so much for all the effort that so obviously went into your entry this year.  This included a clear, concise 
and well-illustrated entry form, a highly detailed Local Biodiversity Action Plan and another detailed document, a 
Tidy Towns Plan with a focus on biodiversity and sustainability – great stuff.  You included an image of a 
lovely-looking map but unfortunately this was too small to be usable.  May we suggest that you include a scan of 
same as a separate PDF next year?  

You have a massive number of committee members and volunteers for a village of Milford’s size.  We note your 
approach to inclusivity.  You are well-supported and in turn you have assisted another worthwhile cause.  You use a 
variety of means for spreading the word.  The repurposed shop window wasn’t seen though. You have strong 
involvement with the school as well as your own little Tidy Towns heroes – great!  The specific project that you have 
identified for particular effort this year is the replacement of your community polytunnel. A piece of work that will 
stand to you for ages.  Well done for flagging the relevant Sustainable Development Goals in your entry.  We are 
delighted to read how Tidy Towns has benefited your community and the wider environment.
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New projects for you in this category were a community shed for the village, decorated posts to be installed 
throughout the village and new fencing and tarmac at Gort n hAbhainn.  Maintenance projects for you included 
painting gates at the River Walk entrance, pumps and seats.  Thank you for the very useful photographs of the 
above which you supplied. 

The National School was the first building we viewed and it was a great start.  It looked brilliant with a bold but warm 
colour scheme.  The grounds here are well-kept and brightly coloured steps and benches were admired.  The 
church and grounds were spotless and this is another welcoming space, it was felt. The planting at the grotto was 
noted.  The Community Centre is another building that appears to have been painted recently and it is obviously 
very well-kept. The hanging baskets here looked great on the day.  

Bacus Ni Cheallaigh looked so well that the adjudicator wasn’t sure if this premises was operating or not. Teach Ni 
Chealligh certainly is and looks great with a fine paint job in another bold colour choice.  The Co-op building doesn’t 
look great although it is acknowledged that this is a large building of its time and may be difficult to improve readily.  
The old-style signage is an asset here. The newer signage not so much.  Would a paint scheme with strong colours 
be considered here? The closed shutters would look much better if they hosted a design.  They would work just as 
well.  We’d also recommend some tree-planting on the river side of the curtilage.  A simple improvement would be 
the addition of some planters to the hard surfaced area or baskets suspended along the handrail of the ramp. The 
treatment of the derelict cottage (a former commercial premises?) between the two NI Cheallaigh premises is 
outstanding – an example of how this could be done.  The up-painted old forge is strating to crumble now and there 
is a little messy area (behind the piece of corrugated iron) that will need to be addressed.  Siopa Rothar and the 
rothar itself looked great!  Is there room for some artwork on the window spaces here?
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look great although it is acknowledged that this is a large building of its time and may be difficult to improve readily.  
The old-style signage is an asset here. The newer signage not so much.  Would a paint scheme with strong colours 
be considered here? The closed shutters would look much better if they hosted a design.  They would work just as 
well.  We’d also recommend some tree-planting on the river side of the curtilage.  A simple improvement would be 
the addition of some planters to the hard surfaced area or baskets suspended along the handrail of the ramp. The 
treatment of the derelict cottage (a former commercial premises?) between the two NI Cheallaigh premises is 
outstanding – an example of how this could be done.  The up-painted old forge is strating to crumble now and there 
is a little messy area (behind the piece of corrugated iron) that will need to be addressed.  Siopa Rothar and the 
rothar itself looked great!  Is there room for some artwork on the window spaces here?

Your new projects here were a new bed on the Scart Road, spring-flowering bulbs on the western approach and at 
the Milford sign and preparation of the bed at Dr Croke Place.  Projects and areas maintained included the Quay 
Wall Garden and the Riverside Walk.  Your 1916 Park is a lovely little space and is very well maintained too.  Your 
Leabharlann Beag was visited.  The adjudicator wanted to borrow The Irish Mammy Book but had nothing to leave 
in its place so we left the shelves intact. However, the little Riverside Park is this adjudicator’s favourite space in 
Milford.  The bench here was perfectly positioned to write up some notes as well as to admire the riparian setting.  
Here it is admitted that the ‘cut-out’ Heron had the adjudicator fooled for a split second. 

Your planting was much admired on the day.  Your use of containers is widespread and gives a very positive 
feeling.  We might suggest that you are relying too heavily on planted containers though and could perhaps 
augment your display with some planting in the ground where you can manage it.  Your village’s centrepiece (new 
to this adjudicator) includes a fountain which wasn’t in operation at time of visit.  No matter, this feature looks terrific 
and was scrupulously kept.  The little Riverside Walk with the unique illustrations was also very appealing.  The use 
of slate for signage here is a nice touch.

You have lots of new projects to tell us about in this category.  You have a new Local Biodiversity Action Plan which 
will stand to you for several years.  You have carried out planting of a biodiversity corridor through the village and 
put artificial habitats throughout the village.  These last included the installation of Dipper and Barn Owl boxes.  Well 
done.  You also upskilled on invasive species by engaging an expert on the subject.  Projects that you have 
maintained include revamping existing beds to make these more biodiversity-friendly.  Well done for listing the 
surface area of the sites that are maintained for biodiversity.  You aim to expand this as you go.  Your riverside park 
is an ideal place to see how a wildlife corridor functions in a village such as yours. While one Heron may not be real, 
the Grey Wagtail (a good water quality indicator) certainly was.  As it happened, its more terrestrial cousin the Pied 
Wagtail was atop the bridge at time of survey too.  Swallows kept company too buzzing for bugs over the water.  
Speaking of buzzing, the Bees in the pollinator-friendly planting here weren’t quiet either.  A Moorhen emerged on 
the far bank too – all so pleasant. No doubt you are aware of the Japanese knotweed that is upstream of the river 
on the northern bank and have a plan to address this.

Thank you for the good level of detail that you have provided in this category.  Your new project here is the selection 
of a new colour scheme for the seats and benches in the 1916 Park.  Purple - why not?  Your Spring Clean in 2022 
was a huge success, you tell us.  Great to hear.  Weed control is diligent and manual, you say.  Well done for 
promoting the use of segregated public bins as well as encouraging dog-owners to do the right thing. These bins 
were noted on the day and were all in good order.  You’ll probably not be surprised to hear that Milford was just 
about litter-free on adjudication day.  A super achievement, well done.  Watch out for old event posters and 
forgotten cable-ties on lampposts and telegraph posts.

This is another strong category for you with lots of projects and initiatives listed. The new projects that present here 
are a new composter made with reclaimed timber and a fairy door planter at the Quay Wall with old tyres and other 
recycled materials.  You have also declared May the month of sustainability and made an online campaign of this.  
A great idea.  Your projects maintained include the use of reservoir planters, signs made from upcycled materials 
and the Wee Free Library.  Well done to Scoil Mhuire for their Green Flag achievements.

Again, thank you for the clear information provided in this category.  Your ‘headline’ item is the removal of the 
clothes recycling bin and its replacement with a community shed. The former can be an eyesore in the wrong place 
and not much use to anyone.  The latter, on the other hand, we hope will be an asset to you for years to come. 
Maintenance projects for you include the painting of the gate at the Old Lofted Grain Store and the pump an seat at 
the Tennis Court.  Your approach to communications appears to be standing to you.  

Lots of examples of good care and attention were noted on adjudication day.  Just to pick an example, the cottages 
at Church Place looked just gorgeous.  Many gardens were admired, too many to list.  Suffice it to say that we were 
very impressed.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Here, you tell us that you maintain all grass verges manually without the use of herbicides.  You also tell us that all 
signs including speed limit signs are cleaned annually.  The approach from Newtownshandrum is really lovely.  It 
has a leafy and natural feel but an yet it is neat.  Signage indeed looked well at time of visit and the planter on top of 
the name-stone is effective.  The speed warning signage was doing its job on the day.  There was no intervention 
on the banks here as the road slopes down toward Milford and this is just as it should be.  The approach on the 
Scart Road is good one for you. The pump and bench are nicely kept indeed and the upcycled 3-tier planter was 
appreciated.  Will this have planting out of season or be moved ex-situ?

Concluding Remarks:

Thank you for a really detailed and interesting entry. We really enjoyed the visit to Milford.  Keep up the great work!


