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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Welcome back to the Tidy Towns competition, Lismire Community Association. Thank you for taking the time and 
effort to submit your entry this year. This included a neatly filled entry form and a helpful map.  You have a 
committee in place and you communicate via Facebook and Instagram as well as via the IRD Duhallow newsletter, 
very good.  You receive support from Pobal and from Cork County Council.  You have advised the national school 
on some measures that could be taken here, well done.  The specific project that you have identified for particular 
effort this year is some outside advice that you received on bare-root planting for the area you have identified at the 
back of the housing estate.
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The church at Lismire looked very well-kept on adjudication day.  There are some lovely roses at the front and the 
grassed area is well-maintained.  There are also stone planters at the front of the car park.  Would the parish 
consider some tree-planting here?  This might assist in softening the overall appearance of the area.  It was felt that 
the National School could look so much better.  The school building and the boundary walls would look brighter if 
painted.  The present colour scheme is somewhat forbidding.  A single shrub-bed was noted.  While it is 
acknowledged that these are all hard surfaces and not great for planting, the school could consider using container 
planting to help brighten up the grounds.  Murals on the interior of the boundary wall and designs painted onto the 
tarmac would also help immeasurably.  The Community Centre and its curtilage were neat and tidy on the day.  The 
mural here was admired.
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You tell us here about the green space at the back of the housing estate which has been previously planted with 
native trees.  Here you plan to increase the number of trees and plant some fruit trees.  This, as you say, will have 
to be done in autumn or winter.  We would advise that you take a little time in preparing the site and clearing 
bramble scrub etc. if necessary.  Do make sure that you have all you need in terms of stakes, compost and labels (if 
desired) before you begin.  Also make a plan for how the trees will be cared-for – e.g. weed control, watering and 
protection from rabbits or other grazers.  

Well done for installing and caring for the cheerful planters at the crossroads.  These make a difference.  The picnic 
area (the site of the former national school) looked well in the bright sunshine. The picnic benches, bin and planters 
were all in good condition.  Would you consider some tree-planting here?  Cherry, Rowan or Whitebeam trees might 
all work well in this lovely little space and add bird food and shelter too.  You could also consider some flowerbeds 
around the interior of the wall as well.
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Well done for installing and caring for the cheerful planters at the crossroads.  These make a difference.  The picnic 
area (the site of the former national school) looked well in the bright sunshine. The picnic benches, bin and planters 
were all in good condition.  Would you consider some tree-planting here?  Cherry, Rowan or Whitebeam trees might 
all work well in this lovely little space and add bird food and shelter too.  You could also consider some flowerbeds 
around the interior of the wall as well.

The expert that visited you has given you advice on which flowers to plant and that’s great.  If these are bulbs, some 
of these may be planted ahead of tree-planting.  Not all planted areas have to be within the area that you have 
earmarked for tree-planting.  There are several other areas that you could consider.  These include in front of the 
estate, the picnic area and the GAA grounds. We must point out to you that there is a significant infestation of 
Japanese Knotweed behind the beech hedging that you indicated on your map.  This is an invasive species and can 
be very damaging if allowed to spread.  You will need to get some expert advice on how to deal with this species.  
Please do not take any action on this before receiving this advice.  Please alert the County Council to this also.

Litter is picked regularly, you tell us.  That’s great.  Thank you for your efforts.  Please let us know next year how 
often this is and how you organise this.  Unfortunately Lismire was not litter-free on adjudication day.  Quite a bit of 
litter was noted in the GAA grounds car park.  You have contacted Cork County Council with regard to a cracked 
pavement.  We hope that this progresses well for you.  A post box near the school is in need of some care and 
attention.  The Beara-Breifne Way signage was very clean and in good condition.  Watch out for the black and white 
finger signs that will need cleaning soon.  Please see if you can straighten any that might be askew.  The main 
Lismire sign might also need a touch up soon, too. The clothing bank was clean and bright with no clutter.

We’d advise you to have a look at the Tidy Towns Handbook on this category.  You’ll find this online at 
www.tidytowns.ie.  In this you’ll see what kind of projects might help you to score higher in this category as well as 
make savings on resources.  We’d also advise that you consult with the national school with regard to this category 
as there are many school projects such as those that make up the Green School movement that would be 
applicable to this category.  These include monitoring and saving water, waste and energy.

Thank you for the information provided here.  Indeed, most of your householders make great efforts to keep their 
premises well presented.  Some lovely gardens were noted too.  Well done, everyone.  The playground is regularly 
cleaned and the equipment here is repaired as needed, you tell us.  

We noted that the estate opposite the school (Líos na Greine) doesn’t have a name sign or name-stone.  That 
would be a great addition here.  It was also noted that there are opportunities for planting at the front of the estate 
here.  Some of the residents here have put out window-boxes and maintain hanging baskets and this really makes a 
difference.  We note that some ‘up-painting’ of some derelict houses has been done in the past and this, and the 
planted churns make a great difference too.

The planted containers on the approach roads at the IRD signs and at the crossroads make such a difference.  It 
was great to see that these were being watered and cared-for.  Might we suggest that you go for a consistent 
planter type and maintain this throughout the village?  It would help the overall appearance.  

The GAA grounds car park was in good order.  Some trees at the front here have died or are missing and are in 
need of replacement to complete the treeline here.  The playground was in very good order and all equipment, 
including the adult exercise machines was well-kept and working.  Well done to those that keep this area so well.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was a very interesting visit to Lismire, the first for this adjudicator. There are also lots of opportunities to make 
your village brighter and we hope that we may have given some useful advice.  We really appreciate the work that 
you do for Lismire and commend you for it here.  Best of luck.


