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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Thank you for the work that you have put into your entry this year.  You included a very organised entry form and a 
comprehensive 3-year plan.  The above gives us a good insight into what makes you tick as a group.  We 
understand that post Covid-19, the volunteer landscape may have changed. Indeed, you are not the only group to 
report a difficulty in maintaining volunteers.  All we can say is stick with it and lead by example but always make it 
clear that new volunteers are more than welcome. Thank you for the list of supporting organisations and groups 
which includes Cork County Council, Supervalu Glanmire and the ICA.  Even if youth involvement may have fallen 
off, see if you can rekindle this over the years to come. The specific project that you have identified for particular 
effort this year is the painting of the Community Centre and we appreciate that the choice of colour might have been 
a hotly debated topic.  We are delighted that your community has benefited from participation in Tidy Towns.
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Although not mentioned by you in the entry form for this category – the painting of the Community Hall would be a 
major project for you for this year.  This was one of the first things we went to view and it looked terrific.  This is a 
lovely colour (you can tell everyone we said so) and suits the streetscape.  We also noted the posters here as well 
as the well-tended planters and window-boxes.  Well done.  You do mention many other projects though, the 
majority of which are related to maintenance.  A new project is the painting of school wall and gates.  We don’t 
believe that this had been finished at time of visit.  A number of the projects listed by you should probably be better 
assessed under other category headings (e.g. the residential houses and traffic-calming measures).  We don’t know 
whether O’Donoghue’s Bar is still open but a beer sign is missing here.  The Church of St Mary is very pleasant.  
However, the sign at the front could do with a touch up.  The memorial to Lt Gleeson was noted with interest.  The 
crèche/afterschool is located within the old school building and it has been nicely painted up and kept.  It was busy 
on day of visit.  At the National School, a Green Flag and bike rack were noted with approcval.
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Here you tell us that you have reduced the number of hanging baskets in some areas in order to save on resources 
and also for safety reasons.  Instead you have put your energies into some pollinator-friendly species planted in the 
ground.  Good call.  This will save on water and be good for the bees and other bugs.  Young trees have been 
planted at Glenmore Heights and some landscape planting has been done here too. Roadside verges are mowed 
by volunteers, you tell us, and the planting at the Church car park is regularly maintained and enhanced.  Your Bug 
Garden was admired, a great effort made on this site, thank you.  There is a very pleasant area of planting beside 
the bus stop. The sign here could be replaced.  Nice planters were noted at the village interpretation sign and 
another area at Chapel Field was also noted.
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planted at Glenmore Heights and some landscape planting has been done here too. Roadside verges are mowed 
by volunteers, you tell us, and the planting at the Church car park is regularly maintained and enhanced.  Your Bug 
Garden was admired, a great effort made on this site, thank you.  There is a very pleasant area of planting beside 
the bus stop. The sign here could be replaced.  Nice planters were noted at the village interpretation sign and 
another area at Chapel Field was also noted.

You assure us that hedgerows on the roadside are not cut during the bird nesting season (March-August inclusive) 
and that is great.  It is unfortunate when herbicide is used unwisely.  Leading by example and discussion where it is 
possible are key roles for Tidy Towns groups like yourselves.  Well done on organising the Bee-friendly and 
Anti-litter poster competition.  We believe that we may have seen some of the winners when we were in Knockraha!  
Thank you for identifying Kilquane Graveyard as your biodiversity hotspot.  Such places can indeed be very 
important.  If you can leave as much as you can uncut for most of the year that would be ideal. Keeping some areas 
of tree cover around such sites is important too.  If possible, you can enhance further with bird nesting boxes or bat 
roosting boxes.  A baseline biodiversity survey of your graveyard would be a great project.  Your local authority’s 
Environmental Awareness Officer or Heritage Officer might be able to advise you on this.

A new project for you in this category is the school’s organisation of a mini-environmental group.  They organise 
litter-picks you tell us – great stuff.  As for yourselves, you carry out weekly village clean-underpass and tackle the 
heavier jobs once per month. Your new developments are served by underground cables and a long-term wish is 
that all of your cables will somebody be similarly underground.  Keep asking for this, is our best advice.  A Bus 
Eireann sign on a gable looked rather weather-beaten and could be replaced.  Knockraha was effectively litter-free 
on adjudication day.  This is a super achievement so well done everyone.

You have lots in your entry for this category.  Thank you for the update on new water-saving measures and devices 
at the Community Centre.  Your rainwater harvester at the Community Centre was also noted on the day.  Your 
group is also involved in 2nd-hand books, reusing waste and your members make their own compost.  Would you 
consider organising a workshop in the centre on how to compost and in that way share your group’s knowledge?

Here you tell us that several houses are now for sale after being unoccupied and neglected for a long time.  Also, a 
number of houses on the Main Street have been painted.  This was noted by the adjudicator on the day.  Some 
lovely work was indeed noted.  Chapelfield estate is very neat indeed.  Well done to all involved.  There is no need 
to use herbicides at the base of trees.  A little bit of planting was noted in front of Ard Abhainn.  Radharc na Tuaithe 
has an excellent green area with lots of Creeping Buttercup and Daisies and looks very well.  Would the residents 
consider a ‘Low-Mow’ management strategy for some of the green area here?  It was noted that there is quite a 
variety of housing styles in Knockraha, including some lovely older buildings that have been very well treated by 
their contemporary owners.

A big project for Knockraha for the last year has been the repair of Kilquane Bridge.  This was visited by the 
adjudicator otherwise to your village.  A substantial job indeed.  Some lovely stonework was admired here.  In this 
category you also tell us about your pollinator-friendly approach to verge management.  This is great to hear and 
despite some setbacks it will become the norm for Knockraha as it has for dozens of towns and villages.  Keep 
trying to get some assistance on the stone wall repair at Barry’s Corner and it will happen.  Well done for all your 
anti-litter work on the approaches and roadside areas.  We noted a name-stone and plaque on the northern 
approach.  Is there one on the Cork side?  One of the 80kph speed limit signs is missing on the Cork side.  There 
was a very nice little bit of wall-top planting near the speed limit here.  The Knockraha roadsides tend toward the 
more natural with Foxglove among the  range of native plants occurring here.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

A really pleasant visit to Knockraha was enjoyed thanks to the hard work that you have put in.  There are some 
areas to work on but you have shown that you are very determined and we know that you will continue to improve.  
Well done.


