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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

A big thank you to the folks who went to the trouble of putting together a very clear and concise but also really 
well-illustrated entry into this year’s competition.  This makes the task of adjudication so much easier.  Well done for 
keeping photographic records of your ongoing work as this is very useful too.  Although you are a relatively ‘young’ 
group in the Tidy Towns competition, you have certainly embraced the aims and ethos of same. Indeed, one of the 
first things we noted was your LCD display that showed the Tidy Towns message for all!  We are very pleased to 
read how the competition has helped the community of Knocknagree.  It would be great if you could include in next 
year’s entry which of your projects are new (N) or maintained (M) as this would be helpful to the adjudicator.  
Thanks!
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You have lots to tell us about in this category.  A new playground on a formerly derelict site is news indeed.  
Congratulations on same.  We can tell from the dates that you helpfully supplied that the sunflower mural is brand 
new.  Was the theme a message to some of our newest residents?  It looks brilliant and what a difference we can 
see from the ‘before and after’ photographs you supplied.  

The National School looked very bright and colourful.  The mural here was admired and it was good to see the 
Green Flag flying.  The Bug Hotel across the road was noted.  Someone is watering the school’s planters over the 
summer so fair play.  The Christ the King church is well cared-for and maintenance was ongoing at time of visit.  
There is perhaps room here for some more pollinator-friendly planting.  The trees in the planters were noted here.  
The Community and Youth Centre was very well painted and clean.  A little bit of green space to the right of the 
building could be an opportunity for some planting.  

The public houses all looked well on adjudication day.  The building adjacent King Pizza appeared to be empty but it 
was really well painted and maintained.  Watch out for weeds in the gutter above though.
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You mentioned in the above category that you intended to develop a sensory garden in the Fair Field.  Well, it 
appeared that works were underway at time of visit with men working on what looked like a new set of steps for the 
area.  Very good.  You also list here four new large containers with trees and annuals at the church, planters in the 
centre of the sensory garden, hanging baskets on railings and maintenance of existing flowerbeds.  Very 
comprehensive – thank you.  

This is a strong category for you and it is one in which we believe you will continue to improve. You have many very 
attractive planted areas and these really make great use of space around the Fair Field.  Your use of colour is also 
complimented here.  A lot of maintenance surely goes on to keep these looking well and we applaud you for this.  
Some pollinator-friendly varieties (e.g. Lavender, Nepeta and Rudbeckia) were all noted, well done.  One of the 
newer beds was largely annual planting and we’d encourage groups toward perennial planting insofar as possible.  
The hanging baskets around the Fair Field looked great on the day.  

The little mini-park that you have made at a former garage is a very pleasant space and a great project.  The 
home-made benches, bug-hotels, tyre planters and bird nesting boxes were all admired.

19

49

18

28

28

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

236

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

30

26

29

16

16

46

26

26

215

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 236

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

13/07/2022

 



You mentioned in the above category that you intended to develop a sensory garden in the Fair Field.  Well, it 
appeared that works were underway at time of visit with men working on what looked like a new set of steps for the 
area.  Very good.  You also list here four new large containers with trees and annuals at the church, planters in the 
centre of the sensory garden, hanging baskets on railings and maintenance of existing flowerbeds.  Very 
comprehensive – thank you.  

This is a strong category for you and it is one in which we believe you will continue to improve. You have many very 
attractive planted areas and these really make great use of space around the Fair Field.  Your use of colour is also 
complimented here.  A lot of maintenance surely goes on to keep these looking well and we applaud you for this.  
Some pollinator-friendly varieties (e.g. Lavender, Nepeta and Rudbeckia) were all noted, well done.  One of the 
newer beds was largely annual planting and we’d encourage groups toward perennial planting insofar as possible.  
The hanging baskets around the Fair Field looked great on the day.  

The little mini-park that you have made at a former garage is a very pleasant space and a great project.  The 
home-made benches, bug-hotels, tyre planters and bird nesting boxes were all admired.

Here you tell us about your Wildflower Gardens and that you have entered these for a special category award, well 
done.  Both your wildflower areas and vegetable gardens will be of great benefit for invertebrates (as long as there’s 
no pesticides used!).  Thank you for the copious and amusing photographs of your wildflower areas and the hard 
work that goes into preparing areas for this kind of cultivation.  The adjudicator noted many Swallows and House 
Martins around Knocknagree on day of visit.  These are great to see.  A survey of nest sites would be a good wildlife 
project for the school summer term.  We visited your new Wildflower Garden and it looks great.  Do please let us 
know if you manage to identify any of your new wildflowers.  Keeping a record of these would be a good idea.

You tell us that litter control is the priority of your weekly work schedule and that a community bin encourages 
everyone to play their part.  You recycle what you can from your litter-picks in Millstreet.  You also tell us that you 
involve the local school in litter-picking. Is this regular or as part of the Spring Clean?  Generally a high level of 
tidiness was the impression of Knocknagree throughout the visit.  The black and white finger signs were in good 
condition. The old sign could be removed from the former garage building.

The seats located in the village are made from recycled materials, you tell us.  You use the cuttings from the Fair 
Field for fodder – why not? You use rainwater harvesters for watering your plants – very good.  Where are these 
located?  Please let us know next year.  You segregate your litter for recycling and that’s great.  We would hope that 
the vegetable plot would encourage people to GIY!  The message here is very clever.

You encourage painting of properties, you tell us.  Do please let us know how you go about this We hear here again 
about your new playground but why not?  It’s great news. This was one of the first sites we visited and you’ll be 
pleased to hear that it was very much in use on day of visit.  What about the space behind this? It appears to be 
disused.  It was wondered whether you’d considered a little woodland or orchard here.

The mural gets another mention by you here.  Indeed, it makes a great impression on the way into the village.  A 
future project you have planned is the establishment of a hedgerow on the Boherbue approach road.  Teagasc has 
some very good online resources on hedgerows and it might be worthwhile taking a look at these to help you plan 
your hedgerow.  It was felt that Knocknagree could do more to ‘announce’ itself to visitors.  This could be achieved 
by some well-designed planting at your name signs.  Trees framing an entrance to a rural village can often be 
effective too.  Road surfaces weren’t all of great quality (e.g. outside the school).  This could be something that you 
can bring up with the local authority.  The name plaque at the GAA grounds could be touched up a little to make it 
more legible.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was this adjudicator’s first visit to Knocknagree and it was a really enjoyable one.  Your village is so pleasant to 
explore on foot and made all the more so by your great work.  We believe that you’ve lots more to come and we 
look forward to seeing you make great progress in this competition.


