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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Thanks to all those that had a hand in putting together your entry this year.  This included a detailed entry form, a 
very clear map that was perfect for use, a plan of your walking trail and associated features, a compilation of super 
aerial photographs of Kiskeam and a copy of your 3-year development plan.  This last, you tell us, aligns with the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals. That’s a lot of work and we are grateful for the time and energy it takes to 
compile it.  

Yours appears to be a well-organised group with pillars and working groups that make up a team that is 25 
volunteers strong.  It’s good to read that at least one impact of Covid-19 has been positive for you. You 
communicate across a range of media platforms.  You enjoy good interaction with your school who are very active 
in their Green Flag programme.  Congratulations on completing the playground which sounds like the model of 
inclusivity.  Congratulations on your several events throughout the last year.  The project to establish a pre-school in 
Kiskeam is a substantial one and you are making strides toward this.  A new classroom is on the way for the 
national school – great news.  We hope that this goes well.  Well done for supporting your Ukrainian friends at this 
time of need. The specific project that you have identified for particular effort this year is the Kiskeam Community 
Gym.  We are delighted that this has come to fruition. You’ve been involved with Tidy Towns since 1987 and it’s 
great to read that this has been such a positive experience for Kiskeam.
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You’ve lots of new projects to report on here including the completion of the playground and the walking trail, new 
murals, new LED lighting, a new bench and an upgraded playground car park.  The Community Centre and GAA 
Club dressing rooms also received a do-over.  New defibrillators have also been added for the Kiskeam community.  
The adjudicator is a little confused though.  Your walking trail is included as a new project but last year’s adjudicator 
described reviewing this and the map for same.  We’d advise you to only mark work over the last 12 months as new.  

The playground was looking great and very busy at time of visit.  That is a super-looking zip-line but we resisted. 
The Community Centre and your new gym was also very much in use on the day.  The exterior of the Community 
Centre could do with some attention soon.  Nearby mural panels looked really great on this bright sunny day.  Both 
public houses looked well with flowers and planted areas noted.  The townland mural on the shed opposite the Why 
Not is a very nice idea.  The Post Office and shop was neat and tidy.  The retention of the old Post Office sign is a 
nice touch. The national school has one of the best landscaped and maintained garden that this adjudicator has 
seen in a school.  Well done!  Lehane’s Food Store was neat and tidy.  A mural on a disused building nearby is very 
effective.

49

33

73

19

34

37

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

340

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

45

48

47

33

17

72

34

37

333

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 340

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

13/07/2022

 



Not is a very nice idea.  The Post Office and shop was neat and tidy.  The retention of the old Post Office sign is a 
nice touch. The national school has one of the best landscaped and maintained garden that this adjudicator has 
seen in a school.  Well done!  Lehane’s Food Store was neat and tidy.  A mural on a disused building nearby is very 
effective.

Of the several projects that you list here, the new projects are the planting of a number of trees of different species 
and the development of a long grass maze at the Glouneen River Walk.  You have also installed a three-tier planter 
at the Creamery as part of your Darkness into Light event.  Some hanging baskets were noted and it was good to 
see that there weren’t too many. These and the roadside trees are very effective for Kiskeam.  The planter in front of 
the church was admired.  Super work at the school (as mentioned above) was complemented with an abundant 
3-tiered planter near the gate.  Nearby a family was playing in the stone circle.  Your ‘mini-parks’ at the river were 
visited too and the information on the Araglen River and the LIFE project noted.  The 1916 commemoration and 
surrounding landscaped area is very pleasant and the heritage information was read with interest.

Congratulations on erecting a Swift tower but again, this has been reviewed last year need so may not be a new 
project.  Two members have attended a Biodiversity training and have brought new skills back to Kiskeam, very 
good.  Your walking trail is mentioned again here as well as the planting of wildflowers at the trail entrance.  DO 
please make sure that what you are planting is native and of proven provenance.  An opportunity for some 
wildlife-friendly grass management exists at the church.  A really substantial bed of Oxalis and Red Clover along the 
roadside opposite the national school looked fantastic on the day.  This is a super bit of pollinator-friendly planting in 
a narrow space.  We walked a little of your new walking trail.  This is a really substantial project – well done.  We’d 
advise an extensive programme of tree-planting along this. The Wild about Kiskeam sign looks great.

Thank you for the all the details of your anti-litter and other activities in this category.  New for you this year is new 
litter control signage and the appointment of a litter warden for the national school. You also tell us that the 
Development Association has designated an Action Group and leader for each townland/area of Kiskeam.  This is 
very organised.  Your ongoing work includes cleaning of signage and kerb-sweeping.  The adjudicator is delighted 
to say that very few tidiness issues were noted and that Kiskeam was just about litter-free on adjudication day.  A 
great achievement.

You’ve lots going on in this category too.  The National School’s Green Flag for water conservation is a worthy item 
alone.  You list a community composting bin scheme. Is this the ‘brown’ bin kerbside collection or a communal 
composting scheme?  It wasn’t clear.  You go on to say that you will establish a community compost area so it is 
likely the former.  Both great waste-saving initiatives. In alignment with a number of Sustainable 
Development Goals, you are hoping to commence a biodiversity and modular community garden programme. In 
preparation for this you are planning on developing an advisory toolkit and awareness campaign.  This sounds like a 
really worthwhile project that many groups would be really keen on seeing in their own areas.  You are wished every 
success with this.

A new project for you in this category is the erection of hanging baskets in the Barr n Sraide housing development.  
You maintain pollinator-friendly hanging baskets throughout the village too.  You encourage residents to paint their 
houses.  You report a high standard of maintenance among householders in the village.  Indeed this appeared to be 
the case on the day.  Some of the gardens viewed were really splendid.  Well done to all those for such great work.

You have a number of initiatives to report here.  Coming soon to Kiskeam will be a traffic-calming project to make 
the environs of the national school safer.  It will also be effective throughout the village, it is hoped.  As it happens 
the national school’s next flag will be on transport so this will be topical.  They plan to do an accessibility audit of the 
village and this would be a very worthwhile undertaking of long-term benefit.  Upcoming, Kiskeam is to be included 
in a road resurfacing project.  Your ongoing work includes the maintenance of flowerbeds and shrubberies.  Indeed, 
a neat approach to Kiskeam was noted.  In some places it may be argued, it was too neat.  Perhaps allowing some 
banks and verges to grow would be welcomed by some native species.  The pedestrian bridge across the river is a 
great amenity for you.  It’s hard to imagine what crossing the bridge must have been like before this.  The nearby 
grotto is obviously very well maintained.  The Old Hag sculpture is a super rendering of local mythology.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was a really interesting and enlightening visit.  You’ve obviously been hard at work in Kiskeam and we are very 
grateful for all your efforts.  Thank you.




