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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Thank you so much for taking the time to put together your entry form for this year’s competition.  This was very 
neat and well laid-out with some very helpful photographs.  Thank you also for the map which was perfect for use on 
adjudication day.  You have good numbers involved and assisting you as well as good support from other 
organisations including Cork County Council and the Avondhu Blackwater Partnership.  The specific project that you 
have identified for particular effort this year is your liaison with Coillte to develop a memorandum of understanding 
for your community use of Gleneshkin Wood.  This is an important part of an ongoing project, so well done.
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Your ‘big-ticket’ item in this category for this year is arranging the finances for repair of the roof of the Community 
Hall at the church.  This is indeed a big undertaking and we hope that your efforts are successful.   Similarly, your 
lovely Arts Centre has roof and ceiling damage and is currently closed because of same.  You’ve arranged to look 
into this problem and the next step will be to arrange finances and for these delicate repairs to be made. You are 
wished every success with this.  Please do consider adding Swift nest boxes and bat roosting boxes to your 
community buildings while you are undertaking renovations.

Other projects noted by you in this category is a new bench, a timed façade light for the aforementioned Arts Centre 
and the cleaning of your very old milestone.  Street Martin’s church is a cheerful bright blue but painting will be 
needed here soon.  A few planters at the front here would also soften the paved area and the lines.  It was good to 
see a bike rack at Street Martin’s National School.  No Green Flag?  The former national school is now a crèche and 
looks well.  The Community Hall is a lovely old building.  

All of the public houses looked very well.  If this adjudicator had to choose a favourite it would likely be Cotter’s.  A 
personal preference only but the premises did look so sharp.  The Centra/Post Office was very neat on the day. An 
improvement on the full-window stickers could surely be considered.  The gable of the premises would also offer a 
lovely location for a suitable mural.  The Art Gallery Studio looked really good.  Nearby, an antiques and curios shop 
looked very attractive too.  It was a shame to see Flynn’s grocers now closed.  Could some way be agreed to 
improve the look of these premises?
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Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:
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Awarded 2022
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Here you tell us about the repainting of old containers on the New Road.  This road is soon to be resurfaced and 
that’s great.  A little layby on the way into the village (on the left) from the main road is so neat and tidy.  A rose bed 
with shale mulch was admired here.  The green at the village centre looks lovely, better than remembered from 
previous visits.  The Mature Lime trees here are super and the grass is very well-kept.  The GAA grounds are very 
extensive indeed.  Some very nice mature trees were admired here.  The Community Playground and Garden is just 
lovely!  The adjudicator doesn’t remember this from before.  The playground is in great condition and was very 
much in use on day of visit.  The Community Garden is an example of what you can do in a small space.  Well 
done.  The little planter and green space in front of what looked like a former handball alley looks really well.

Your engagement with Coillte is the most significant work that you have been involved with in this category.  This is 
a most important liaison and will, it is hoped, result in a long-term resource for your community and indeed for local 
biodiversity.  As you correctly state, a balance of visitor’s needs and desires needs to be balanced with the 
maintenance of the habitats that currently exist here.   Thank you for taking into account the bats at the Arts Centre.  
All Irish bat species are highly protected and it’s great to know that you are getting good advice on how to proceed 
here.  Thanks also for the update on your commitment to not using herbicides and on the inadvertent use of same.  
This happens.  The important thing is that we keep moving away from all pesticide use insofar as we can.  Keep it 
up!  

Have a look at the hedgerows of your area and see if they can be managed a little bit better for biodiversity such as 
allowing more bird nesting habitat.  Your areas of stone wall have lots of space for wildness.  Ivy-leaved Toad-flax 
and Valerians are delightfully coloured wall-dwellers that were seen on the day.

Thank you for all the detail on your anti-litter activities.  We are heartened to read that your approach is a 
combination of both education and publicity as well as getting out there and litter-picking.  This sounds to us like a 
sound approach. The update on the derelict former hotel would be best discussed under the first category of the 
competition.  The trail markers for your way-marked way were clean and in prominent locations.  Watch out for the 
weathering of the emblem on your name signs and maybe replace these soon.  Your information sign is now getting 
blue-faded by the sunlight and maybe this sheet needs to be replaced now.  An old yellow water hydrant is in need 
of painting up when you can.  The recycling area behind the shop was spotless, well done.  There are some issues 
though.  Many parked cars appear not to have moved in quite a while.  Traffic cones are placed in front of buildings 
with no real purpose apparent.

You will shortly be adding to your rainwater harvesting capacity with a new facility at the community sports complex.  
Here you will have a sustainable supply of water for your needs. This exceptionally hot and dry summer will be a 
good lesson for us all to conserve water as best we can. We visited the green space at Heaphy Grove that is 
managed by the Village Renewal Group and presented to the Active Retirement Group.  What a great use of space!  
Thank you for telling us about the growing, seed-saving, food producing and composting that is carried out here.  Is 
there a rainwater harvester here too?  Perhaps the new canopy or covering could include a rainwater harvesting 
facility too?  Best of luck to the  group in their ongoing work.  An automated watering system kicked into gear during 
the visit and the infrastructure was seen to be very well-hidden atop a stone wall.

It’s good to read that the ghost estate on Glanworth Road has been sold and new houses are being built and 
occupied.  The phenomenon that is ghost estates is thankfully fading fast as a blight on our rural areas.  Positive 
news also that Cork County Council will undertake grass-cutting on these other estates.  More positive yet that the 
remaining estates are improving year on year.  It was noted that many residents had gone to the trouble of putting 
out and maintaining planted containers.  This really helps with the overall feel, so well done them.  

Cois Coillte was very neat and tidy.  So much so that it was wondered whether some wildlife-friendly untidiness 
might be called for.  The ‘wildlife patch’ here is very small and there is scope for this to be much bigger.  A little bit of 
a bigger margin along the stone wall at the front of the estate would be good.  Watch out for bits of clutter here (e.g. 
an old satellite dish) that hide in corners.  There is no need for spraying herbicides on grassed area edges.  Heaphy 
Grove was incredibly neat at time of survey.  Well done.  Again, could you consider a wild margin along the stone 
wall here?  Oak Wood could do with a little mechanical weed control, it was felt.  Pairc na gCapall was very neat 
and tidy and the colour scheme of the houses was admired here.  

A number of houses have recently been painted and looked great.  Dereliction is still something of an issue with 
some lovely old houses derelict.  It is hoped that these will be brought back to life soon.

You have a couple of very positive achievements in this category for this year.  The milestone is a significant one – 
having such a lovely piece of history restored is a very positive thing.  You have also secured some assurances on 
new tree-planting on the Mill Hill approach.  We look forward to seeing the new trees.  Perhaps next year?  

The approach to Kilworth from the main road is an attractive one and there is a sense of welcome and good upkeep.  
A stone wall was being repaired on day of visit.  The grass is very well cut and the hedgerows are neat.  Perhaps a 
little more growth might be allowed on these hedgerows in order to increase their biodiversity value. Teagasc has 
excellent guidance on this area.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



The approach to Kilworth from the main road is an attractive one and there is a sense of welcome and good upkeep.  
A stone wall was being repaired on day of visit.  The grass is very well cut and the hedgerows are neat.  Perhaps a 
little more growth might be allowed on these hedgerows in order to increase their biodiversity value. Teagasc has 
excellent guidance on this area.

Concluding Remarks:

Overall, a very neat and tidy impression was given by Kilworth this year and it is believed that some real 
improvements have been made.  Keep up the good work!  Thank you.


