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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

It’s clear that a lot of effort has gone into your entry this year.  This significant piece of work included a very detailed 
entry form, a curated collection of images of your work up to 2022, your multi-annual plan, a map which came with a 
suggested route for this adjudicator to follow.  It is believed that all of this route was travelled but by bicycle rather 
than car as your entry suggested.  It was a lovely evening and it was thus no hardship seeing Kanturk by bike!  
Indeed, plenty of people were out enjoying your several parks this day.  Thank you for all the information on 
Kanturk, your community and you as a group.  A good feel for your group was achieved from all of this.  Do 
remember that the adjudicators have only limited time for each entry so sometimes being brief is a good thing…  We 
won’t walk you back through all you wrote in this category but in summary: you are well-supported by your 
community and it by you, it seems.  You have strong links with the schools and the proof is right there in the 
photographs.  The specific project that you have identified for particular effort this year is The Castle-Jacko’s 
Footpath.  This sounds like an amazing project to be involved in and it sounds like Kanturk Tidy Towns was a key 
player.  Congratulations on the commencement of this.  It’s hard to believe that you’ve only been involved in Tidy 
Towns for 15 years.  We are delighted to read that the inclusivity of Tidy Towns is what you love most.
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Thank you for helpfully making clear which of your several projects in this category are new.  We’d again 
recommend brevity.  Quite a bit of the narrative here (although very interesting) isn't terribly relevant and indeed 
some is a bit confusing.  We gather that the new projects in this category are the Heritage Trail Plaques that are 
now across Kanturk, Castle-Jacko’s Footpath and the new defibrillators.  All super bits of work and all important for 
different reasons.  One of the QR code plaques was just about the first thing that the adjudicator saw starting our 
visit to Kanturk.

Leaving the church car park the toilet block was noted as being open and looking in good order.  There is perhaps 
an opportunity for some painting on the blocked up doorways facing the street.  O’Brien Street looked great on the 
day.  The outdoor seating area at the Café/restaurant was very much in use.  McCarthy’s Butcher Shop has a really 
lovely shopfront.  The derelict hotel on Main Street is unfortunately all too obvious.  Duhallow Seafood has an 
appealing shopfront and a lovely mural too.  The Credit Union is a gorgeous building.  It is believed that the 
Supervalu shopfront could be much improved with the full-window stickers removed.  The hanging baskets here 
were admired though.  O’Neill’s was nice and bright, Fiona’s salon has a lovely sign and it was good to see a little 
Gaeilge ar An Fiaclóir.  Kelly’s Bar looked really sharp on the day.  Other appealing premises were Bob’s public 
house and Presents of Mind. Bank House and The Vintage (next door) looked freshly-painted. 

The Heritage Trail signage was in good condition and has a mass of information.  Credit Union house is a splendid 
building but the use of the front windows for advertising is questioned here. The Coop mart looked very neat and the 
planted and painted bollards are a nice touch.
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were admired though.  O’Neill’s was nice and bright, Fiona’s salon has a lovely sign and it was good to see a little 
Gaeilge ar An Fiaclóir.  Kelly’s Bar looked really sharp on the day.  Other appealing premises were Bob’s public 
house and Presents of Mind. Bank House and The Vintage (next door) looked freshly-painted. 

The Heritage Trail signage was in good condition and has a mass of information.  Credit Union house is a splendid 
building but the use of the front windows for advertising is questioned here. The Coop mart looked very neat and the 
planted and painted bollards are a nice touch.

We acknowledge that you’ve lots to talk about in this category.  Kanturk  is blessed with parks and you’ve been busy 
in them.  However, again we sound a note of caution on the quantity of material here.  The new projects for this 
category are the installation of biodiversity signage, a new dog litter bag dispenser, spring bulb planting, the removal 
of unpopular stone troughs, the painting of buildings in the Town Park and the installation of bird nesting boxes.  
Loads going on! 

The Town Park looked great on this sunny evening.  Children, teens and older adults were all availing of the green 
space and river here.  The statue, painted mushrooms and pollinator-friendly planting were all admired.  O’Brien 
Street Park is gorgeous and the wooden sculptures, little bridges and bird-proof bins were admired here.  The 
biodiversity pond couldn't be found, though so we let it bee.  Plenty of people were out enjoying your several parks 
and it is believed a group of your volunteers were hard at work on the street here this very evening.  Planters made 
by the Men’s Shed were found here and there and added nice colour to the wall-tops.

Thank you for all the information you have provided here.  This is another strong category for you.  You have shown 
that you are very keen to learn and upskill and you have availed of the knowledge on offer from IRD as well as from 
local experts.  Your new projects this year are varied indeed and include ‘about’ 1000 bulbs (wow), hedgerow and 
Yellow Rattle planting, the rescue of wooden carvings and Miss Polly Pollinator! 

A portion of the grass in front of the Fire Station was uncut – is this a ‘no-mow’ project too?  The Wildlife of O’Brien 
Street Park noticeboard looks very good.

Thank you for the account of all your work as it relates to this category.  We do get the feel for the huge amount of 
ongoing care that is required for a busy town like Kanturk.  We were sorry to read about the anti-social behaviour 
and the damage caused.  You rose to meet the challenge though, using materials that had been recycled, well 
done.  While the greater majority of the tasks described here are ‘maintenance’ of existing work or areas, new 
projects for you are the dog litter bag dispensers and the bird-proofing of your litterbins.  Watch out for ‘headless’ 
signposts (e.g. opposite the medical centre).  The clothes bank at the main car park was neat and tidy.

A great entry by Kanturk in this category, well done.  Here we are taken from Scarecrows and coffee-grinds via 
Bikes for Africa and wheelbarrow to the Men’s Shed.  To be honest, this adjudicator is exhausted just reading about 
all you’ve been at.  Congratulations to your volunteer and Tús staff on rescuing and reusing an entire kitchen.  
Some of these projects we’ve discussed already in this report but we acknowledge that these overlaps are 
inevitable.  Your big bee project is pertinent to both Nature and Biodiversity in Your Locality as well as to this 
category.  All of this is super work and we’d urge you to share your experiences with other Tidy Towns groups as an 
inspiration for what can be achieved by a community.

While you state no new projects for this area, you certainly don’t appear to have been idle.  You describe good 
relationships with the housing estates and buy-in to your biodiversity plan.  You try to work across all housing areas 
and that is admirable.  Your biodiversity message has found fertile ground at Dun an Óir and St Theresa’s.  The 
former estate was seen with its All-Ireland Pollinator Plan signs, abundant Daisies and Creeping Buttercups.  Not 
every estate could be visited on the day but Pairc an Mhuileann – a very new estate it seems – was memorable for 
being very neat and sharp.

Once again, there is lots going on in this, the final category and most of this relates to maintenance.  It’s in the 
nature of this category that large areas need to be maintained so this is to be expected.  New projects here include 
a pollinator lawn courtesy of Lidl, assisting with the new Railway heritage panel and erecting new Brogeen River 
signs.  

The approach to Kanturk past the castle is very pleasant with the stonework and the mature trees here.  Signage 
was in good condition and clean.  The plough was well presented.  The new Link Road was travelled by bicycle, 
giving the adjudicator the opportunity to enjoy the wildflowers that line the route.  The bike lane was appreciated on 
the day but more importantly it and the wide footpath will be appreciated by hundreds of pupils in the years to come.  
The historic information and railway installation really looked great.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Concluding Remarks:

A very good entry from you and a lovely visit to Kanturk was enjoyed. Before we forget, our congratulations to Mr 
O’Neill on his superb achievement and to you for having such an outstanding team.


