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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Lean leis an dea-obair!  Thank you for 
participating In Ireland’s longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  We 
really appreciate all the great work that you do and the effort you put in, year on year. 

Many thanks for the great effort that was so obviously put into your entry this year.  This was very detailed and 
informative, painting a great picture of your work throughout the last year or so.  We do appreciate the time that 
assembling something like this takes, so well done.  The photographs and other graphics paint a good picture of 
your recent initiatives and indeed your ongoing work.  The map and suggested route were both useful on the day.  
Thank you.  

Being able to boast a volunteer base of over forty people is impressive.  So too is the list of organisations that help 
and support your work.  We see that the Amber service station supplied you with your brush cleaner.  That’s a really 
generous bit of support and another sponsor offers you storage space.  Great stuff.  There are too many other 
supporters to list here but our appreciation of their assistance is given here.  

It is obvious that you communicate well and that you have a real identity in Fermoy.  This is evinced by the financial 
support you receive as well as the broad support from other community groups.  We are impressed by the 
interaction you have with schools and the youth in Fermoy.  The specific project that you have identified for 
particular effort this year is the enhancement of the Promenade.  This is a very important area for Fermoy and more 
so now in our post-Covid-19 world where we are more inclined to leisure outdoors than ever before. 

Congratulations on your acknowledgement from a very relevant government minister. Richly deserved, we are 
certain.
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Thank you for the extensive list of projects you have supplied here.  Listed as a new project is your mechanical 
weed control at the Library car park and other areas. Also a new project is the afore-mentioned Promenade project.  
Your final new project is the new Gael Scoil roundabout.  This might be better listed under the next or even final 
category of the competition.  Similarly, the Mallow Road flowerbed would be better assessed under Green Spaces & 
Landscaping.  We did take your advice and spend some time admiring the streetscape here as well as the many 
Swifts, Swallows and House Martins overhead.  

Your commercial premises are a real asset for the Fermoy streetscape.  Some of the premises that caught the eye 
were Orla’s salon, the Heron Café and Fermoy Florists. Little Lambs, the SVP premises, Fermoy Books, Jim 
Birmingham’s, the freshly-painted DV8, Walsh’s and Cotter’s all make a great contribution to the commercial streets 
of Fermoy.  However, there are many more. 

The Bishop Murphy Catholic School looked splendid with its planters and fine paint job.  The ETB building opposite 
– the former Ceard Scoil – looked very well-kept.  The YouthReach sign here is lovely – very individual.  Gaelscoil 
de hIde looked well. It was good to see the Ukrainian flag flying beside our own. It was also seen at Church Square, 
well done.   The Foroige premises and Community Youth Centre both looked good.
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Your commercial premises are a real asset for the Fermoy streetscape.  Some of the premises that caught the eye 
were Orla’s salon, the Heron Café and Fermoy Florists. Little Lambs, the SVP premises, Fermoy Books, Jim 
Birmingham’s, the freshly-painted DV8, Walsh’s and Cotter’s all make a great contribution to the commercial streets 
of Fermoy.  However, there are many more. 

The Bishop Murphy Catholic School looked splendid with its planters and fine paint job.  The ETB building opposite 
– the former Ceard Scoil – looked very well-kept.  The YouthReach sign here is lovely – very individual.  Gaelscoil 
de hIde looked well. It was good to see the Ukrainian flag flying beside our own. It was also seen at Church Square, 
well done.   The Foroige premises and Community Youth Centre both looked good.

Another extensive project list was given by you for this category. The greater majority of these are projects that have 
been maintained or improved and that is entirely suitable in this category.  A new project is the work that is ongoing 
at your Lidl store grounds.  Great supporters of yours, you tell us, they have installed a bug hotel and an EV 
Charging Point.  Great!  When we visited, the ground had recently been worked.  Would you be able to persuade 
the manager here to go ‘Low-Mow’ in the  landscaped areas surrounding the car park and store?  Thank you for all 
the details on the maintenance of planted areas around Fermoy.  We would feel that there is some room for 
improvement of the Town Park.  Several of the adult exercise machines are in need of repair.  Watch out for little 
things like the dog bag dispensers needing cleaning.  It’d make people more likely to use these.  Could some of the 
extensive grassed areas be converted to Low-Mow, do you think?  The beautiful Oak and Copper Beech were 
admired.  You might see if Cork County Council would consider screening off the compound area here, somehow.

Thank you for all the information listed here.  Unfortunately, we couldn't readily tell which of these are new projects.  
We take it that that your Bee-Friendly Zone status is an ongoing one.  Have all of your Swift nesting boxes been 
occupied now?  If so, this is quite remarkable.  A dedicated survey could be undertaken in order to confirm this and 
we’d be very interested to hear the results.  It’s good to read of your other initiatives such as the artificial nest boxes 
from the Men’s Shed and the wildlife-friendly planting now being undertaken in Fermoy. 

The River Blackwater looked fantastic on adjudication day.  There were masses of Sand Martins and the adjudicator 
envied the two anglers in their pursuit of Trout here.  The wildflower area at Lidl looked so good – a mass of white 
and yellow!  No fewer than 15 Swifts were counted in the skies over the Church of Ireland.  A survey of nest sites 
would be a great piece of work.

Thank you for another extensive list of actions here.  Here again, the greater majority of maintenance projects is to 
be expected.  A (presumably) new project stood out, though.  Here you describe the huge volunteer effort in 
carrying out a river clean-up on the Blackwater.  Volunteers from a variety of other organisations assisted you in 
filling a skip with rubbish hauled from 6km of the river channel.  Well done.  This must have been a huge effort from 
all concerned.  We believe another such event was planned for July.  At time of writing, this would have happened, 
so we hope it went well. 

The bottle banks and recycling area near the pitch and putt could have been tidier with some incidental litter noted 
here.  Outside the park there is a Blackwater Heritage Trail sign that is probably past its useful lifespan and you 
could consider what might replace it.  Maybe some information on FTTG and its great work?   The Urban and 
Village Renewal sign (2007-2013) could also be removed, it is believed.

Thanks so much for the high level of detail you have provided in this category.  We are particularly interested in your 
efforts to go peat-free.  You give a great description of same and we would love you to share this know-how with 
other groups as we are sure they’d really benefit from it.  Would you consider making a presentation on same and 
put it online?  Along with your rainwater harvesting efforts you are being a very ‘green’ Tidy Towns group indeed!  
The plant exchange sounds like a terrific opportunity to exchange information and tips as well as plants.  There are 
few gardeners who could resist this! Expanding your rainwater harvesting efforts to all schools in Fermoy is a really 
worthwhile ambition and we would love to hear from you next year as to how this went.  A strong entry here, well 
done.

The ‘Fermoy – a Cleaner Town’ competition sounds like a super initiative to foster pride and encourage participation 
across your community.  You are so fortunate in having a generous sponsor who has actually expanded the awards 
in this competition.  Thank you for the photographs of the painting scheme.  Again, it is great that this has been 
expanded in recent times. 

Sean O’Riordan Park was visited and it looked very well-kept with some great gardens adding much colour.  The 
local authority estate opposite (we didn’t see a name) is very well-kept with nicely cut grassed areas and flowers.  
There were lots of individual houses and gardens that caught the eye on adjudication day.  A bold blue paint job 
was admired on a 3-storey townhouse beside Chez de Paor.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Yet more initiatives are listed by you in this final category.  Congratulations on your Muintir na Tíre award.  You have 
upcycled an old fireplace into a planter for Chapel Square, very good.  We approve of your supplying planted 
containers for your Adopt a Pot programme.  Please let us know how successful this has been for you.  Again, we 
are sure that other groups around the country would like to hear how this has gone for you.  You could consider a 
little presentation on this initiative as well.  

We’d advise you to have a look out for signage on your approach roads that might no longer be needed or relevant 
(e.g. old project signs on the Dublin Road).  In conjunction with Cork County Council, you might see which ones 
might be removed.  You could include in this survey a note of any relevant signage that is in need of a cleaning.  
We’d recommend that herbicides are not used at the base of signposts, there is no real gain from this.  We tried but 
couldn't find your Community Garden – sorry!  We did find the ‘International Garden’ but this was behind the 
Catholic Centre and there was an event on here on evening of adjudication so a visit wasn’t possible, it seemed.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It had been a while since this adjudicator had visited Fermoy and it is fair to say that the progress since is really 
impressive.  There are some areas for improvement but you are bringing great energy and imagination to what you 
do for the town and there is no doubt that you’re going in the right direction.  Thanks for all the hard work.


